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The History and Proceedings of 
theUOUSEofLOKUS,mtbthe 
Debates and Fkotists therein. 

The Earl of Jiusgdm. 

jY Luds, I rUe op only to take Notke, that Ana. n Gco.Il. 
I am (nrpraed to bear this Bill lepreiented 1739^ 
as a Reftmint upon the Crown, with leg^ ^-^^"'^ 
to itt Power of lewaiding Merit, Can the^''* *^f^ <>/ 
PoUkalaon, or open DedamtiQii rf fuch a^"^^'** 
Rewajnd, be any fteftraint ckher upon* the 
Giver or RmeiTcr? My Lords, when the Reward is given 
fcr wal and hooowabk Senricos, the Publication of it adds 
HoBOor both to the Giver and Aeoeiirer; and, therefore, I 
aai oonHnced, that neither the Giver nor Receiver w^ 
ever de6ie to have the Giatnity concealed, fant when it is 
Bvoi for Ibme in^vnoas Piece of Service ; and if this Bill 
&oiAd be a Reftraint upon the Power of giving Rewards for 
ibch Serncesy I hope, no Lord will iay, it ought tt> be an CM>* 
jedion ao the BiU. For my Part, I am fo far from think- 
ing ic wnmg,. to oblige the Members of the other Hode to 
g^-e an Aooonnt psdtlicly of the Rewards and Gratuities they 
Rcehre fiom the Crown, that I wifh we had a Law for oblig- 
ing cvrry Man in the Kingdom to do the iame. It would oe 
fo £u ran le&ning, that it would render the Favours of the 
Ciown more honourable than they ever can otherwife be. Wo 
have a noble Duke amongft us, who now poilefies an Eftate 
that was avenby the Crown to' his Anceftor, with the ConfenC 
of both Uon&s of Pazliament, and 4vith the Approbation, I am 
fore, of a great Majority of the Nation. It was a Reward 
^ven for rc»l and great Services ; and the giving it in this pub- 
lic Manner, will be a lalting Honour to tl^ Man that received 
ic, to the Queeiiithat gave it, and to the Nation that approved of ic. 

The Dnke of Nrwca/lJe. 

* My Lords, as one of the ^reateft Grievances a Society can'Tlie Duke of 
hepla^ud with, is a Multiplicity of unneoeflary, ineiftSftual, ^«**^^'. 
and inconvenient Laws, when we are to give our Confont to the ^ 
paia^ of a new Law, for remedying a Grievance already felt, ' 
or preventing one that is fore&en, we ought to consider mature- 
fy, whether the Law propofed be nece&y, whether it will be 
t^kffkmh and what Inconveniencies it may be attended with; In 
thefo three feveral Lights I have coniidered the Bill now before 
as; and the Refolt in every one of them, fo far as I can judge; 
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Ann. 13 6co.n.is no Way favourable for the Bill. With regSLpd to the Neccfli^ 
1739- of it, I muft ob(erve, that dq Bill for preventing a GrievapGe, 
^ ^ ' can be fo neceilary as one brought in for remedying a Grievance ; 
and, therefore, a Bill of the former Sort, before it can merit our 
Approbation, as to the Neceifity of it, ought to ftand unim- 
peached as to the two other Heads. It cannot be (aid, that the 
Bill now under our Confideration is a Bill for remedying a Grie- 
vance already felt. We have before us no Proof of there being 
set prefent any one Penfioner or bribed Perfim in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. No luch FaA has been afferted even by the warmefl Ad- 
vocates for this Bill, nor is there ib much as an Infinuation of it 
in any Part of the Preamble. The Bill, therefore, is intended 
for preventing a Grievance, or a Danger, which fome amongft ua 
pretend to forefee ; and the Neceffity for the Bill'muil be in Pro« 
portion to the Perfpicuity and Certainty of that' Forefight 

Now, my Lords, for my own Part, I mufl confefs, the Dan- 
ger pretended to be apprehended/ is to me neither perfpicuoos nor 
certain. My forefeeing Faculty may, perhaps, be lefs extenfivc 
than that of others ; but whilfl the Members of the other Hoofe 
are, for the mod Part, Gentlemen of the beft Families and For* 
tunes in the Kingdom, as they now are, and, I think, muft al- 
ways be, I can never think our Conilitution in any Danger frook 
Corruption ; becaufe it is upon our Conilitution their Eftates and 
Families depend ; and it cannot be fuppoied, that a Gentleman 
of a large Eftate and antient Family, will confcnt to render both 
precarious, by putting an End to our Conilitution, for the Sake of 
any Penfion or Bribe, it is even now in the Power of the CroWn 
to bellow ; efpecially when he confiders, that even his Penfion 
mufl ceafe, or the Poifelfing of his Bribe will become precarious, 
as foon as our Conflitution is deflroyed. For this Redbn, fup- 
pofe we fhould fall under the Misfortune of having a Prince up- 
on the Throne, that formed Proje£ls againft our Liberties, yeu 
I cannot think, it would be in the Power of that Prince, to 
render his Projefiks fuccefsful, by bribing the Members of the 
other Houfe, unlefs he fhould firfl turn out of it, moft of thofe 
who have any Eflatcs of their own to depend on ; and I can- 
not fee how this is pofFible, confidering the Methods prefcribed 
by our Conilitution, for a Gendeman^s acquiring and preferving 
a Right to fit in that Houfe. The Danger pretended to be ap- 
prehended, is, therefore, fo far from being foreieen by tne, 
that I do not think it pofTible for us to till into any fuc]i, andj^ 
confequendy, I mud think the Bill quite unneceflary. 

Then, my Lords, as to its being efFedual : Can any one fup- 
pofe, that a Man who is wicked enough to fell his Country for 
9. Bribe, wookl have any Regard for Perjury? Can it be 
fuppofed, that he would refufe to take the Oath prefcribed ' 
by this Bill, or that he would, in the leafl, boggle at deny- 
ing> upon Oath, hi? having ever received any Penfion, Ro- 
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^ewaid, or Gratuity fiom the Crown ? Soch a Man will al- Ann. t; Geo. ii. 
\Riys ftand more in Awe of a Penalty, than of any Oath ^ ^39^ 
yoa can invent; and the Penalties of Perjtijy cah be ncmore ' 
terrible to him, than equal Penalties which may be inflidcd 
by Law, without intcrpofing the facred Solenyiity of an Oath. 
It will always be as difficult to prove the Perjury, as to 
prove the Bribery ; becauie the latrer Crime muft be proved, 
before the Criminal can be convided of the former; and, 
tiierefbre, if. the Secrecy of the Crime be an Encouragement 
ibr Mento be guilty of Cortuption, it will be an equal Encourage- 
ment for their being guilty of P^ijuiy, by denying their Corrupt 
tion upon Oath. From hfcnce, I think, it is. apparent, that 
die Bill now before us may occafion a great deal of Per- 
jury, without having the leaft EEk6i^ as to preventing the 
Dan|er we may be in from Corruption. 

This, of occadioning fiequent Perjuries, and thereby render- 
ing the Crime fiuniliarand frequent in other Cafes as well 
as this^ win, in my Opim'on, be a mofl certain, and a mott 
hxal ConfeqaetKe of piaflin^ the Bill now before us into a 
law ; but this, my Lords, is far from being the only Incon- 
venience it will be attended with. If this Bill, however a- 
mended, fhould be pafled into a Law, it will be attended with 
io many, and foch daag^os Jnconveniencies, that nothing, 
I think, but the utmoft Neceffity fhould prevail with us to 
agree to it. Suppofe a Gendeman fhould be candid enough 
ID declare to the other Houfe any Gratuity or Reward he 
leceivcs from the Crown, can anv one tell what fuch an Af^ 
fcmbly may do upon fuch a Dedaration ? They may, there- 
iqxm, vote him guilty of Bribery, and not only expel him, * 
but commit him to Newgate^ ixA addrefs his Majefly to or- 
der hb Attorney-General to profecute him. In thb Cafe, 
no Merit, no public Service would be admitted as an £x- 
cofe : Even Admiral Fentm himfeif might be treated in this 
Manner, notwithftanding his great Services, if he happened 
to make fuch a Declaration in a Houie of Commons that 
did not like his Face. I fhall grant, that the Penalties can 
be recovered only by a Proiecution at Common Law, and 
npon fuch Profecution the Judge and Jury are not bound to 
follow the Judgment of the Houfe of Commons ; but fuch a pre- 
Tious Judgment would be of the moft dangerous Confequence to 
the Perfbo accbfed ; for a Judge would be luth to dired the Jury, 
or determine, contrary to the Judgment of a Houfe of Commons. 

Such a Declaration might, therefore^ be, in many Cafes, 
of the mofl fatal Conlequence to fbme of the bell and moft 
£uthfal Servants of the CrowiL If a Houfe of Cbnmions 
fhould, at any Time, become factious, and that fuch a Thing 
may happen, will not, I believe, be dented, the ableft and mc^ 
£Ltdiful Servants of the Crown would be in the greatefl Dan- 
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Ano. i^Geo.!!. ger, if they happenM to be Members of the other HoufcL 
1 739* Nay^ fuch 9 Declaration might be of the moil daneerous 
* Coufcquence to forae of your Lordihips ; for if any Mem* 
ber of the other Houfc ihould receive a well-merited Reward from 
the Crown, aiKTQiould declare it to the Houie, as he would be 
obliged to do, Ihooki this Bill be pailed into a Law, they might 
firil vote it Bribery, and then enquire who it was that gave it, 
or advifed giving it ; and if, upon fuch Enquiiy, itfhould ap- 
pear, that any oi your Loidfhips had been concerned in giving 
fur adviiing it, they m^ht, and would, probably, make it a 
Ground ot Impeachment againil that Lord who haid conveyed, 
or advi(ed giving, what they had voted to be a corrupt Gratuity 
ox Reward. 

Thus, my Lords, the Bill now before us, fhouldit pais inh> 
a Law, might be made a Handle for oppre£ing thebeft Servants 
of the Crown, and, on the other hand, it may become a ScrecB 
tot Peniioners and corrupted Members ; for, by this Sill, the o- 
ther Houie is not obliged to remove a Penfioner, even after he 
)ias declared that he is fb ; and if a Majority of them were Pen- 
fionen, it is not to be fuppofed, they would remove any Man for 
having a Penfion. Some Excufe would be found for the molt 
corrupt Reward that could be given, for the moil flagrant Bribery 
jthat could be made uie of. The moil notorious Penuoner would 
xegularly declare every Year to the Houfe, that he had received 
futh a Sum of Money from the Crown, as a Reward for fome 
fuppofed public Services, and the Houfe would, tytxy Year, de- 
clare it to be no Peniion, but a proper and juft Reward. This 
would, of courfe, prevent any Mcmber*s being profeculed for 
fitting and voting in that Houfe, after having a Penfion fettled 
upon him by the Crown ; for no private Man would venture to 
proiecute, after a Houie of Commons had declared, that there 
was no Ground for fuch a Proiecution ; and thus the Bill, now 
under our Confidcradon» inilead of enforcing would invalidate 
the Laws we have now in being, for preventmgPenfioners from 
having Seats in the Houie of Commons. 

I think I have now (hewn, my Lords, that this Bill is unne- 
ceflary, that it will be inef{v£bial, and that it will be attended 
with many and great Inconveniencies. Theie are the Lights in 
which it appears tome, and no Lord that views it in the £une 
Light, can, I think, give his Conient to the p fling it into ^ 
Law. As for the Eflcdl, our rejeddng it may have upon the 
People without Doors, I am extremely eaiy about it. I believe, 
no one will doubt my AfFedlon for our prefent Royal Family, 
or my Zeal for their Preiervation and Security ; but I can newr 
be induced to think, that their Security depends upon ourpafling 
unnecefTary Laws, ;iad much lefs upon our pairing fuch a Law as 
iiis. which, in my Opinion, would very much diminiih t&e 
Prerogative of ^e Crown. 1 he Power of rewarding Merit, 

without 



(4^3 ) 

withoQt the Controul of cither Houfe of Parliament, is one of Ana. 13 ©«>• I^* 

the chicfcft Prerogatives, and one of the firmed Supports of the Jl^^ > 

Crown ; and as this Power would, by the Bill now before us, ^^ ' 

atoM it pais into a Law, be expoied to the daily Controul of 

the Hoafe of Commons, I am fure, no Man that views it in 

the L^t I do, andwiihcs well to the Royal Family, can find 

Fault with our rejedmg it The Security of our prefcnt Royal 

Family depends upon the Prefcrvation ot our Confiitution in all ' 

iis Parts. The Liberties and Privileges of the People have, ever 

finoe the Acce^ion of this Family, remained untouched, un- 

attempted to be encroached on by tlie Crown ; and in Return^ 

the Pec^ ought not, I think, to attempt to encroach upon the 

Prerogatives of the Crown. It is upon this mutual Juftice and 

Moderation, the Preiervation of our Conditution depends : It it 

opon this the Security of our prefent Royal Family depends ; 

and, therefixre, I hope^ your Lordfhips will unanimoufly agrc^ 

not only in Knifing this Motion, but in needing the Bill. 

The Earl of C^^iU: 

« My Lords, it is now iblate, andfo much has been faid in J^jj^lj^^*^ 
Fafour of the Qoedion, hv Lords much abler than I, that I 
fioil detain you but a very mort While with what I have to &y 
iron the Subjed. It has been fiud, bv a lioble Duke, that this 
Bill can be looked on, only as a Bill tor preventii^ a Grievance 
chat is fbfdeen, and not as a Bill for remedying a Grievance that 
is already ielt, becade it is not averted, nor u> much as infinu- 
ated in the Preamble of the Bill, that any corrupt PrafBces are 
now saade ufe of for gainiog an undue Influence over the other 
Hooie. My Lords, this was the very Reaibn for bringing in the 
Bin : They could not a£ert thatanv fuch Pradicesare now made 
uk o^ without a Proof; and the Means for coming at this Proof, 
is wb&t they want, and what they propofe to get by this BilL 
They^ fiifped there are fuch Pradices, but they cannot prove 
it : The Crime is of &ch a fecret Nature, that it can very fel- 
dam be proved by Witnefles ; and, therefore, they want to put 
it totheTrial,at leail, ofbeing proved bv the Oath of one of 
the Parties ; which is a Method often taxen in Caies that can 
admit of no other Proof. This is, therefiare, no Argument of 
the Grievance's not being felt ; for a Man may, very (enfibly, 
feel a Grievance, and yet may not be able to prove it. 

That there is a Sufpicion of fonie fuch Pradices being no\v 
jnade ufe of,, or that they will foon be made ufe of, the many 
Remondrances from all Parts of the united Kingdoms are a fuf- 
iidcBt Proof: That this Sufpicion has crept into the other Houfe, ^ - 

their having fb frequently ient up this Bill, isamanifeilDemon* 
Station, and a ibong Argument for its being neceOary to have 
,&aie fach Bill pafTed into a Law. The otner Houfe mud be al. 

lowed 
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Aitov Tj Geo. II. ^^^wed to be better Judges of what paflcs, or may pafi, withiii 
1739. ' their own Walk, than we can pretend to be. It is evident, they 
fufpedl, that corrupt Praftices have been, or may foon be made 
ufe of, for gaining an undue Influence over fome of their Mem* 
bers ; and they luve caculated this Bill for curing the Evil if it 
is felt, for preventing it if it is only forefeen. 7'hat any fuch 
Practices have af^ually been made ufe of, or are now made ufe 
of, is what I (hnll not pretend to aiHrm ; but, I am fure, I fhall 
not affirm the contrary. If any fuch are made ufe of, I will, 
with Confidence, vindicate hh MajeHy. I am fure he knows 
nothing of them. I am fure he would difdain to fufler them ; 
but 1 cannot pafs fuch a Compliment upon his Miniflers, nor up- 
on any Set of Miniflers that ever v as, or will be, in this Nati- 
on i and therefore, I think, I cannot more faithfully, more ef- 
fcftually, ferve his prefent Majcfty, f.s well as his Succeflbrs, 
than by putting it out of the Power of a Miniflerto gain any cor- 
rupt Influence over either Houfe of ParliamenL Such an At- 
tempt may be neceflary for the Security of the Minifter ; but 
can never be neceflary for, mufl always be inconfiflent with, the 
Security of his Mafler ; and the more neceflary it is for the Mi- 
nifler*s Security, the more inoonflflent it will always be with the 
King*s, and the more dangerous to the Liberties ot the Nation. 

To pretend, my Lords that this Bill diminiflies, or any Wajr 
encroaches upon the Prerogative, is fomething very flrange. 
What Preroffative, my Lords ? Has the Crown a Prerogative to 
bribe, to infringe the I^ws, by fending its Penfioners into the 
other Houfe? Tofayfo, isdeftroyingthe Credit, the Attthortt)r 
of the Crown, under Pretence of fupporting its Prerogative. If 
ills Majefly knew, that any Man received a Penflon fix)m him, 
or any Tmng like a Penflon, and yet kept his Seat in the other 
Houfe, he would himfelf dedare it, or withdraw bis Penflon, 
becaufe he knows it is againfl Law. This Bill, therefore, no 
Way diminiflies or encroaches upon die Prerogatives of the 
Crown, which can never be exercifed but for the public Good : 
It diminiflies onlv the Prerogatives ufurped by Miniflers, which 
are never exerciied but for its Deflru6lion. The Crown mzv 
. ftill reward Merit in the proper Way, that is, openly. The Bill 
38 intended, and can operate only againfl dandefline Rewards or 
. Gratuities given by Miniflers : Thefe are fcandalous, and never 
were, nor will be given but for fcandalous Services. 

True Generofity, and true Merit, my Lords delight in Suu- 
fliine. It is glorious to reward true Merit, it is glorious to re- 
ceive the Reward 5 and, therefore, whoever gives or receives 
the Reward, will be fond of doing it publidy, and of dedaring 
it openly, without Fear of being impeached of Corruption. When 
• Admiral Femrn was a Member of the other Houfe, the Majo- 
rity was generally againfl him : They did not then like his Face ; 
' mid, I believe, if lie were flill a Member, tliey would as little 

like 
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Vke it now ; yet, if he fhoald receive a Reward from the Crown. Ann. 13 Geo. ir. 

that Majority would not, I believe, vote tliat Reward to be a '739* 

Bribe. I am (enable. Majorities have ibznetimes done very ex* 

traordinary Things ; but yet, I do not believe, they would do 

this ; becaofe that Admiral has fo well dfderved a Reward. He 

has done with fix Ships, about 2000 Seamen, and 200 tattered 

Soldien finom Jamaica, what, we were told, could not be done 

by a large Squadron, aad, at leail, 8oco Seamen, when our 

Ships and Sailors lay rotting at the Bajiimento^s, When War 

was reiblved on, he was called from plowing the Ground, to plow 

the Main ; and as the Service of his Country required JDifpatch, 

he deilred but thrte Days to fettle his Family- A&irs. In Time 

of Peace he was never employed : He was even diiq>pointedin 

his I^erment. The Reaton is plain : He was not fit for thofe 

Services that entitle our Sea and Land-Captains to Preferment in 

Time of Peace : He had fhewed it, when he was a Member of 

the other Hoofe ; and this, I believe, is the true Reafon of his 

not being a Member now. But if he fhould be a Member in 

dtf neict Parliament, as he probably will, if he lives, the paf • 

fii^ of this Bill, could no Way prevent his Majeily from reward- 

bg him in any Manner he may then think fit ; nor could his 

accepting of the Reward fubjeft him to any Inconvenience or 

Danger. 

This Bill can, therefore, no Way affeft the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, or prevent any Man^s receiving a juft and well-de- 
fbved Reward ; which is the only Reward the Crown ought, or 
has any Title, even fit)m Pirerogative, to beftow ; for this Pre- 
rogative, like all the other Prerogatives of the Crown, is fb far 
iabje^ to the Controul of Parliament, that, if it be abufed, the 
Fariiament may enquire into, and punifh the Adviiers of that 
Abufe. As for the Inconveniencies that may arife itovn the o« 
thcr Hoafc's unjuftly expelling or imprifoning any of its own 
Members, or from its fcreening Penfioners and corrupt Members, 
diev may arife, tho^ this Bill be never pafied into a law ; and 
will more probably arife if it is not, than if it is ; for Injuilice 
of all KixKis, is more to be fi»red from a corrupt Houfe of 
Commons^ under the InHuei^ce of a wicked and infblent Mini- 
fier, than from the mofl factious Houfe of Commons that ever 
appeared, or can appear in this Kingdom ; becaufe the Crown 
would certainly put an End to the latter, before it could do any 
Miichief ; but the former will be patronized and continued, as 
kog'as the Crown is under the Dire^on of fuch a MiniHer ; 
or, at leail, till that Minifter has got it into 'his Power, to get 
a new one chofen, as abandoned, and as much under his In* 
fluence as the old. 

It is very remarkable, my Lords, it is even diverting, to fee 
ibch a Squeamiihneis about Perjury upon this Occafion, among 
thofe^ who, upon other Occafions, have invented and enabled 

Multitudes 
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Ann* i%Gto. IL Multitudes of Oaths, to be taken by Men who are under great 
JJ^Xm^J Temptations, from their private Intcreft, to be guilty of Per- 
jury. Is not this the Cafe of almoft eveiy Oath diat relates to 
the Colledion of the public Revenue, or to the Exercife of any 
Oiice ? Is not this Peijury one of the chief Obje^ons made by 
the Diin^nters aeainft the Teil and Corporation- Ad ? And fhaU 
we ihew a leis Concern for the Prefervation of our Conllitution, 
than for the Prefervation of our Church ? The Reverend Bench 
ihould be cautious of making ufe of this Argument ; for if they 
will not albw us an Oath for the Prefervation of the former, it 
may induce many People to think, they ought not to be allowed 
ap Oath for the Prefervation of the latter. 

By this Time, I hope, my Lord, all the liiconvcniencies pre- 
tended to arife &om this BiU, have evanifiied ; and, therefore, 
I ihall conilder feme of the Arguments brought to (hew, that 
it is not oecedaxy. Here I mull obferve, that moil of the Ar<» 
guments made ufe of for this Purpofe, are equallv {bt)ng for a 
x<epeal of the Laws we have now in being, agamd: admitting 
Penfioners to fit and vote in the other Houfe. If it be impoffifale 
to fiippofe, that a Gentleman of great Mate, and antient Fami- 
Jly, can, by a Penfion, be influenced to do what he ou^ not 
to do, and if we muft fuppofe that none but iuch Gentlemen caA 
ever get into the other Houfe, I am fure, the Laws for prevent* 
ing Penfioners from having Seats in that Houfe, are quite un* 
neceflary, and ought to be repealed. Therefore, if tbefe Ar* 
guments prevail with your Lordfhips to put a Negative upon 
ue prefent Queilion, I fhall exped to fee that Negative followed 
by a Motion for the Repeal of thofe Laws : Nay, in a fewSei^ 
£Ons, I (hall txpcSt to fee a Bill brought in, for preventing any 
Man*s being a Member of the other Houfe, but fuch as have 
fome Place or Peodon under the Crown. As an Argument for 
fuch a Bill, it mufl be faid, that his Majefiy^s iiu>(l feithful 
Subjedb ought to be chofen Members of Parliament, and that 
thofe Gentkmen will always be moft ^ithful to the King, that 
receive the King's Money. I (hail grant, my Loids, that fuch 
Gentlemen will always be the molt Biithfiil, and die moft obe- 
dient to the Miniikr ; but for this very Reafon, I (hodd be 
for excluding moil of them from Pariiament. The ELing's reid 
Interefty however much he may be made by his Minifter to 
miiUkc it« muil always be the fame with the Peq>le*8, but the 
Mioifler's IntereH is generally diiiind from, and o^en contrary 
to both i therefore, 1 (hall always be for excluding, as much as 
polTible, from Parliament, every Man who is under the leafl 
inducement to prefer the Intereft of the Minifler, to that of 
both King and People ; and this I take to be the C^fe of every 
Gentleman, let his Kilau? and Family be what they will, that 
holds a Penllon at die Will of the Miniiler. 

Thof^ 
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Tkofe who laf » they depend fo much upon the Honour, AanoTa. Ceo ri . 
Sitegrity, and Imputialitx of Men of Family and Fortune, 1740. 
keok to think, oai Conftitutton can never be' difiblved, as ^ 
kmg aa we Jnve the Shadow of a Parliament. My Opinion, 
9f Lprds, is fo very different, that, if ever oar Conflitu* 
tioo be diflbived, if ever an abfoluce Monarchy be eftabliih- 
ed in thb Kingdom, I am convinced, it will be under that 
Shadow. Ov Conftitation conftib in the two Houfes of 
ParlLuneat^s beii^ a Check upon the Crown, as well as 
upon one another. l£ that Check fliould ever be removed, if 
the Crown ihould, by corrupt Means, by Places, Penfions, 
and Bribes, get the abfo'lace Dire£lion of our two Houfes of 
Paiiiaaient, our Conftitution will, fi-om that Moment, be 
ddln^ed. Theie woakl be no Occafton for the Crown to 
proceed any farther : It would be ridiculous to lay aiide the 
Fonas of Parliament 3 for under that Shadow, our King 
VQaki be more abfoiute^ and might govern moie arbitrarily 
dan he oookl do withoot it. A Gendeman of Family and 
Fortune would not, perh^, for the Sake of a Penfion, a* 
pee to lay afide the Forms of Government ; becaufe. by his 
venal Service there, he earns his in^unous Penfion, and could 
not expe& the Coatiauance of it, if thoie Forms were laid 
aide ; but a Gendemaa of Family and Fortune, may, fbf > 
the Sake of a Pedkni, whilft he is in Parliament, approve ^ 
of the moft blundering Meafures, confent to the raoft ex- 
fieffiye and delefs Grants, erm€t the moft oppreffive Laws, 
p6 the moft villainous Accounts^ acquit the moft heinous 
Criminais, and condemn the moft innocent PeHbns, at the 
pefire of that Minifter who' pays him his Penfion. And if 
a Majority of each Houfe of Parliament confifted of fach 
Men, would it nox be ridiculous in us to talk of our Confti* 
tntion, or to fay we had any Liberty left ? 

This Misfortune, this terrible O>ndiuon we may be re* 
doced to by Corraptkm : As brave, as free a People as we, 
the JUmms, were reduced to it by the iame Means ; and to 
pievent fiich a horrid, Cataftrophe, is the Defign of th» 
M. If it had begun in this Houie, it might, perhaps, 
have been lookM on as fome Sort of Reflexion upon the 
other ; bat as it began in the other Houfe, the Reflection 
will be opon us, if we do not pafs it, with proper Clanfes 
for preventing an infiunous Penfion being given to any of 
the Members of this Hoafe. Your Lordihips are not, 'tis 
tme, fo much liable to Corruption as the other Houfe i 
YoQ bave great Eftates: There are but few amongft us 
whoie bard Fate has not fttmKhed them with an EUatcfuf* 
tdeot for fupporting their Dignity. But Corrupdon is in- 
feakms, my Lasds, if it fhotild get into the other Houfe, 
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Ai)poi2.Geo. Il»it is too near us : Ardet UcaUgm, The Infedion may reach 
1740. us ; and ihould Corruption ever enter this Hoofe, either to 
^ ikusfy the imagin^iry Wants of Luxury* or the infatiaUe 
Cravings of Avarice, we fhall lofe all Charader : We ihall 
become entirely ufelefs ; and then, indeid, we ought to be 
laid aiide. 1 

If People would at all think, if they would oonfider the 
Confequences of Corruption, there would be no Occafion^ 
my Lords, for making Laws acainll it. It would appear fo 
horrible, that no Man would allow it to approach him. 
The Corrupted ought to confider, that they do not fell their 
Vote or their Country only : Thefe, perhaps, they may 
diiregard ; but they fell, likewife, themfelves : They be- 
. come theBond-flaves of the Cdrniptor, who corraptt thtm, 
not fbr their Sakes, but for his own. No Man ever corrupt- 
ed another, for theSake of doing him a Service ? and there- 
fore, if People would but confider, they would always xe- 
je6t the Offer with Pifdain. But this is not to be expeded. 
The Hiflories of all Countries, the Hifbries even of our 
own Country (hew, it is not to be depended on. The 
profered Bribe, People think, will iatisfy the immediate 
Cravings of fome infamous Appetite ; and this makes them 
fwallow the alluring Bait, tho* the Liberties of their Coun- 
try, the Happineis of their Pofterity, and even their own 
Liberty, evidently depend upon their refuiing it. This makes 
it necei&ry, in every free State, to contrive, if poflible, ef- 
fedual Laws againft Corruption ; and as the Laws we now 
have for excluding Penfioners from the other Houfe, are 
allowed to be ine&dual, we oaeht to make a' Trial, at 
leaft, of the Remedy now propofed ; for tho* it ihould prove 
ineffis^ual, it will be attended with this Advantage, that it 
will put us upon contriving fome other Remedy that ipay 
be ef&duai ; and the fooner fuch a Remedy is contrived and 
applied, the left Danger we fhall be expofed to, of Ming 
into that fatal Diftemper, from which no free Sute, where 
it has once become general, has ever yetrecoveitd« 
Lord Heruif. 
My Lords, 
Lord Herv^, The Argument has been already fp fully canvafled, and 
the Bill now under your Lordfhips Confideration fo mi* 
nutely and fo carefoUy difTeaed and expofed, that I ihould 
have given you no Trouble upon the preiient Occafion, iF 
) had not obferved, that the noble Lords who have fpoke 
in favour of the Bill^ have miilaken the Argument now pro- 
perly under our Confideration, and have, by that Means^ 
drawn the Debate to an immoderate, and a very unncceP 
£117 Length. Corruption, my Lords, is fuch a vile* f«ch a 

dangerous 
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dxl^eroos Frtdice, that no Mao willpre^nd to JQilif/ it^AnnoTa.r^ 3»h. 

or to fay that cornipt Pmikuien ought not to be excluded 1740. 

hom having Scats in either Hoofe of Parliament. I am 

fnre no foch Thing has been attempted by any Lord who 

has fpoke againft this Bill { and therefore, I cannot think 

there was the lead Occafion for any of that Eloquence and 

Wit, that have been made ufe of for explaining the Danger 

and the Deformity of Cormption. The Nature and Conl'e^ 

queaces of Corruption have notiiing to do in this Debate ; 

and, if all that has been iaid npon that Subjed, by Lords 

who hanre fpoke in Favour of the Biil, had been left out, 

the real SobfeA now before us would have been long iince 

exhanfted. The Queftion now before us is not, whether 

C6rriipcion be a good or a bad Thing, but whether the Me- 

tkods propofod by thb BiH b^ proper for preventing it ; and 

apOQ this Qoeitjoo, I muft agree with thofe who think, that 

they are improper, that they are dangerous, and that they 

will certainly be found altogether ine&dual. 

We have been told, my Lords, that this Bill is intended 
ooly as an Enforcement of the Laws now in being for ex- 
dodiDe Penfioners from having Seats in the other Houfe r 
hot, if we examine it ibidly, I believe, it will be found 
to reach a great deal farther. I know that by the Laws 
BOW in being, every one who has a Penfion during Pieafurey 
or for any Number of Years, either i|i his own Name, or 
in the Name of another Perfon in Whole or in Part for his 
Benefit, is excluded finom having a Seat in the other Houfe ; 
but I do not know that there is, as yet, any Law in being, 
for exdoding thofe who have either received any deferved 
Reward or Favour from the Crown, on Account of fome 
caunent Service they have rendered to the Public ; and, 
tho^ there are in this Bill no expreis Words for excluding 
fnch Men, yet, in Efie^ it gives the other Houfe a Power 
ft> exclude them as often as they have a Mind, which is 
certainly a very great Innovation in our Conftitotion, and 
it is a Power that ought not, I think, to be fodged in the 
other Hoafe fingly. If it fhould be thought neceflary to 
cxdode all fodi Men from having Seats in the other Houfe, 
ihey ought to be exdnded by an expre& Law for that Pur- 
pole, as Fenfioners now are ; or if it fhould be thought ne- 
ceffiury to fobjed every Member of the other Houfe that re- 
eeives any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown, to a Trial, 
in order to determine whether that Gratuity or Reward 
oiqi^t to be called Corruption, that Trial ought to be by 
the Laws of his Country, and not by the arbitrary Voce 
of the odier Houfe of Parliament, n^ch will be the certain 
Coofequcnce of pdEng this Bill inta a Law ; for when a 
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Annona Geo.II. Gentleman declares, he has received fuch a Grataity or Re* 
1740. ward from the Crown, we are pot to fappofe, the other 
Hou^e will let ic reft there, they will certainly take opon 
them to determine, whether it was given for any public 
Bervice, or as a Bribe for his voting in their Hoofe ; and» 
in this Cafe, it is to be feared, they will try the PeHbn mach 
oftner than the Caufe. 

For this Reafon, my Loids, fappoflng it were necefikry 
to exclude from the other Hoa(e, or fubjeQ to a Trial, eve- 
ry Man that, during his Continuance in that Hoaie, fliall re- 
ceive any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown, I think die 
Method propofed by this Biii, a very improper Method for 
doing it. But this is far from being the only Impropriety 
that may be objeded againft the BilL The Words Grati- 
tuity or Reward are fo general, and may be applied to fiick 
Trifles, that, in my Opinion, it would be ridicolous to oblige 
Gentlemen to make a folemn Declaration of every Gratuity 
or Reward they receive from the Crown. A Horfe or a 
Watch, nay, the leaft ^Trifle that can be' given by the 
Crown, may be called a Gratuity ; and furely it would be 
ridiculous to oblige a Gendeman to make a iblemn Dedara- 
tion, before one of the Branches of our Lcgiflature, of his 
having received fuch a Trifle from the Crown: Yet, if you 
pais the Bill with thefe general Words in it, the Receipt of 
every fuch Trifle mail be folemnly declared ; and what is 
ftill worie, even that Trifle may, by a fadious Houfe of 
Commons, be interpreted as a Bribe, and the Receiver ex- 
pelled as an infamous and corrupt Member. 

From thefe few Remarks, my Lords, the Impropriety of 
the Methods propofed by this Bill for preventing Corruption 
muH, I thinlc, manifeftty appear ; and I fhall next endea- 
vour to fliew» that they may be of the moft dangerous Con-^ 
fequence, not only to our Conilitution, but to every Gentle* 
man that ihall hereafter be a Member of the other Houfe. 
When a Gendeman has by publrc Services merited, and the 
Crown has by a well-judged Gratitude beftowed a juH Re- 
ward, I hope, even the Terrors of Corruptk>n will not 
prevail with us to fay, that a Gentleman, for receiving fuch 
a Reward^ Ought to be excluded the Houfe of Commons ; 
and yet, if this Bill fliould paft into a Law» no Gentleman, 
while he is a Member of the other Houfe, could receive a 
Reward from the Crown^ let his Merit be what it will, with- 
out running the Rifk of being expdkd that Houfe) and 
loaded with the In^my of his having betrayed his Country 
for the Sake of a corrupt Reward from the Crown; m 
• whatever Gratuity or Acknowledgment he receives from the 
Crown, he mnSt give an Account of it to the Hoofe, and 
I then 
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tbn be is to fluid the E^cnt of a Vote, whether that Gnr-Aiuio H-Ce^Xt, 
trnty ihaJl be deencd a Reward from the Oown, for the 1740. 
Seraoes he has rendered the Public, or a Bribe from the V 
liioifler for his haring approved. of his Meafores in that 
Hovle. In the Cafe, if the Majority of the Hooie, per- 
haps not half fall, flioald happen to be fnch as di&pprovcd 
of the Meafures porfued by the Adninillration, we may 
ofily jndge of the Event. The GendemaA, whom I may 
in tkb cSfe, properly call the Orimioal, would be condem- 
ned, and expetted the Hoiife, wtthoat havine an €>pporttt« 
nity to prore the public Services for which the Reward was 
giro, or to fliew the Benefits that had, or might accrue to 
his Coontry from tfaoie Services. And thus, perhaps, one 
of the iBOfi fiuthfid Servants of the Crown, and one d thk 
Boft honcNiTaUe and ufefal Members of the Commonwealth^ 
mi^ by AccidcDt, be loaded with the Reproach of being 
an in&flsoQS Betrayer of his Country, for no oihef Rcafotf^ 
but becaafe the Crown had been grateful enough to acknow- 
ledge his Merit, and he fb impwent as to accept of diat 
whilflhewasaMemberof theHoufeof 



Imooeoce, Ifliallgraac, my Lofds, is agreatEncoorago* 
lent, and may eive Aflmnce to a Peribn accufed ; but even 
before the mdl joft, the moil impartial, and the moft fteady 
Jutfcatnre, no Man would chufe to ftand a Trial, let his 
Jraiocenoe be never fo manifeft, let the Proofs he has 10 
dq>end on be never fo clear and convincing;' and therefore, 
if this BQI ihonld pafi, I mnft fuppofe that no Member of 
the other Houfe, while he continued fo, would be fo im- 
^rttdent as to receive atny Reward, or indeed any Favour 
frosB the Crown; becaafe, if he did, his own DedaratioQ 
wodd be an Accofation againft him, upon which he would 
be obliged to fbuid his Trial, before a Judicature which, 
coofidering the Number of Judges, can never be fteady m 
its Jadgnents, and in a Ca& which cannot be thoroughly 
denied up by Plroofs of any Kind, but maSt always, in a 
gneac Mcafore, depend npon the Opinion his Judges have 
of his Imocenee and Merit. In fuch a Cafe, zM before 
fodi a Judicaturef where no Man can be certain either of 
the Nmnber or of the P^rfbns of thofe that are to be 
his Judges, I am iiire no wife Man would run the Rific of 
cxpofing himfelf to a Trials by accepting of any RewaMi 
or Gratuity from the Crown, while he continued a Member 
of the other Houfe; and, if the ExpeQation of an imm^ 
diate fieward be allowed to be a ^^t Incitement to wor« 
thy Adions, as, I believe, it will, it muft be allowed, that 
the paSog of this Bill into a Law, would vcr/ much di(- 
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HfpMi ^:r.^Tt, eorinipB all thofe who may hereafter beMeinl)eh of &!t 
1740- ^ Other Honfe, from endeavouring to fenre the Pirt>IiG in any 
other Capacity, which would very much derogate from the 
preTent Chara^r of that Branch of oar Legiflatare, and 
night at laft render it contemptible, or fo fkdious, that it 
wonld beimpoflible to govern the Society according to the 
Forms prefcribed by our Conftitudon. 

This Bill therefore^ my Lords, if it thould be paiTed into 
a Law, would not only be inconvenient and dangerous to 
thofe who may hereaftfO' happen to be Members of the other 
Houie, but it would be of the moft dangerous Confe- 
quoice to our Conftttntion s f>r^ if the Members of the 
other Honfe were of no Service to their Country, in any 
Capaciqr but that oi their being Members of one of the 
Branches of o«r LegiAaout, and if they did nothing, as 
Skhi but agree to what was propofed by the Miniftm of 
the Crown, which would be the Cafe under a juft and wife 
Adminiftration, the Houfe itielf would become contempti- 
ble among the People, and this would make it eafy for 
fome future ambitious Prince to overturn our ConfUtntion, 
by hying that Houfe entirely afide. On the other hand, if 
a Majority of the Membeis, in older to recommend them- 
ftlves to the Notice of their Country^ ihould become fa6l»- 
ouf, and oppofe the jufteft and wifeft Meafiires that could be 
propofed by the Adminiftration, unlefs the Complexion of 
tiip Houfe could be changed by a new Eledion, which, con- 
{xQi ring the Pc^iularity of an Oppofition to Gourt-Meafures, 
vould always be extremely precarioos, the Conftitution 
would be brought into an Impoffibility of exifting i for the 
Crown would l^ under a Neceffity of yielding to the fadioas 
Mc jority in the Houfe of Commons, or of attempting to 
^ovtm without a Parliament. If in this Attempt the Crown 
fiiould fucceed, our Conftitution would be overturned, and 
an abfolute Government eftablifhed ; and late Experience has 
fliewn us, what we are to exped from the Crown's yielding 
to a turbulent Faction in the other Houfe? for fuch a Fa^- 
on would never be (atisiied with any reafonable Conceflion : 
From one Conceflion they would ^pire to another, till at 
laft tbey had left the Crown nothing to yields and thus a 
Commonwealth would again be eftablifhed, which of Courie 
would foon deviate into a fole Tyranny, under fome one or 
other of the fadious Leaden. 

From what I have faid, my Lords, I think, it is evident, 
that the Methods propofed by this Bill for preventing Cor- 
ruption, are both improper food dangerous. Yet, fo great 
^ an Enemy am I to Quruption, fo fond am I of every Me- 
thod that may ia the leaft contribute to prcvcntit, that I 

ftould 
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ftoaUAgree to the KH now uader oar Confidcnttoiit if lAfHiof«.Oeou]I« 
tho^glrt it would have the leaft EfiUl. Bot I am fully 1740. 
cooriooecL that k will be found altogether incfiedual : I am 
really liirprizedy how any Lord can imagine^ it will have 
tiie kaft EkGL If we fnppoie a Man fo abandoned to all 
Viitoe and Honoor, as to faccray his Country for the Sake of 
a feoet Bribe or Penfion, upon fuch a Man can we fuppofe, 
that an Oath will have any fiifed? Such a Man, my Lords, 
wiflreonve his ^be or his Penfion, and will, if yon defiiQ 
i\ the very next Moment dcdare upon Oath, he never re- 
ceived any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown. The In- 
famy of Perjury itfidf is not near <b great, as the Infamy of 
a Man*s beoraying that Truft which his CcNmtry has repo- 
fed in htm ; and can we fuppoTe, that a Man who defpifes 
the latter, will Ihew the lea^ Regard to the former? In this 
Cafe, die Penalties of Perjury will iignify nothing; for the 
Peoaltks already inflided by Law upon Penfionen that 
condBne to fit and vote in the other Houfe, are fo great; 
that, I am fnre, no Man would ran the Rifle of incuiring 
them, if he thought there were any Pofiifailtty of pro- 
ving the Crime againft him ; and where a Man depends fole* 
\j apon the ImpoffilMlity of the Proof, no Penalty can have 
zayEfk&i fer without a Proof no Penalty can ever be re* 
covered ; and therefore, nnlefs we can fall upon a Way of 
maicing it eafy to find a Proof, I am afraid it will be im* 
poible to prevent committing of theCrime« any other Way 
tlan by the ^edors always chnfiog Gendemen of Virtue 
aod Honour to reprefent them in Parliament ; and whilft they 
do fo, we have no Occafion for atty Laws againft Cbrrup- 
doo. 

Widi regard therefore, my Lords, to the dandeftme, the 
comipt, and the fcandalous Rewards or GratuitieB, which 
nay be given by a future Minifler to fome of the Membera 
of the other Houfe, on account of their voting there ac« 
ooiding his Diredions, this Bill can have no EiFed. It 
cannot in the leaft contribute towards preventing fuch Prac« 
.ticei, but, on the contrary, it will in my Opinion, enccra- 
ng^ them ; becaufe, among -the People, it will render the 
G^ lefs liable to be fufpe&ed, and the leis liable a Man 
n of being fafpe£led, the more eafily he may be tempted 
to be guilty. The very Oath by this Bill prefcribed, he will 
look upon as a full Vindication in the Eyes 6f the World a 
and thus, by his Perjury, he will think he has wip*d o£F thft 
hifiuny at leaft, if not the Guilt of his Treachery. 

My Lords, it is, in my Opinion, one of the worft Argu* 
meats that can be made ufe of in Favour of this Bill to tell 
u, that we ought to agree to this Remedy till a more 
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Aivio is.Oao.n.^'Mbal one otti be feind oat. If we are ui any Daagtr fion 
i7]|o. Corropckm, it would be t moft iinpnideat Step to apply « 

^ ' " T ^ '^b Remedy which we know to be incfFe&ual ; benufe, xJU ap- 
plying of fudi a Remedy might loll the Nation afleep^^and 
ptorent our tkuikii^ h^ to contrive a Rem^y that wpukl 
mlly be effiednal. A Man labouring under a dangennis 
Diftemper, is apt to hope for great Benefit from every Re* 
medy he tekes ; and, by putting too much Troft in Leoi* 
tivcs, too often dckys thinking of, or. applying an efiedoal 
Remedy, till hi< Cafe becomes incuraUe. This may be our 
Fate : By trnfting to the Remedy propofed by this Bill, we 
may be induced to deky contriving or applying any other, 
till our Cafe be grown defpeiatei and therefore, I muft be 
againft the Bill for the very fame Reafon that other Lords 

feem to be for it Beouife I am an utter £nemy to Omt- 

Tttption, I thmk it one of the aM>ft dai^eroos Diften^en a 
fijee State can be infeded with, and ihall always be ag^unft 
applying Lenitives of any Kind. If there be, at prdfent^ 
no fuch Infeftion in this State, we have no Qooifion for any 
Sort of Prefcription: If we are infeded, kt us fearch the 
Infedion to the Root, and at once apply fome efieftual Re- 
medy; for, I hope, there is no political Infedion, for 
which a Specific may not be found, by a iJ^Uiil and willing 
niyfictan. 

' Earl of jfUngekif. 
My Lords, 

Earl ft4hhigd«it. ^ beg Pardon for troubling your Lordfliips a feoond Time 
npon this Occafion, but I rife up to fpeak to Order. My 
Lords, it is againft Order to take Notice, in this Honfe, of 
any Thing that has been, or may be done in the other. We 
are to do what we think right* without giving onrfelves any 
Trouble about what has been, or m^y £ done in the other 
Houfe ; and yet, I find, the chief Objeftion made nfe of 
againft this BUI is, that the other Houfe may make a wrong 
Hie of it. Shall we, my Lords, refuie to do right, becanfe 
another AfiemUy may do wrong? Shall wererafe to give a 
Man a Sword for defending himfelf, when we know he is in 
Banger of being attack'd, becaufe he may turn the Point, 
and ftab himfelf with it ? This, my Lords, is a very ibange 
Sort of Argument. But now I am up, I fhall bej; Leave to 
fliew, that there is nothing new intended by this Bill, nor 
any Power given to the other Houfe^ but what they have 
dready. 

Before I do this, my Lords, I muft obferve, that upon & 
Queftion for going into a Committee to confider of a Bill for 
preventing CorruptioB, I was furprized to lunr the noble 
{^id that fpokc laft, find fiwlt with thofe who had endea- 
voured 
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lomd to fet in a tnie and clear Light the monftrous Defor- Anno T3.Geo.n. 
mfy vA the fatal Effeds of that political Diftempcr ; for 1730. 
fordjr, the more feiifible we are of its Deformity and fatal C/SOJ 
Conieqaences» the more we fhall abhor the Crime, and the 
more we abhor it, the more ready tvtry one will be to agree 
to our fpending one Day at lead, in endeavouring to find a 
Remedy for the contagious Diftemper. I fliall grant, that 
none of your Loidftips hare attempted to juftify Corruption. 
I hope 00 Lord will ever dare to do fo in this Houfe » but 
withoat Doors it has been jnftified, as a neceflary M^ns of 
GomnmcBt ; nay Pamphlets, or rather Libels upon the Na- 
tion, have been wrote for this very Purpofc, and foppofcd to 
lave been countenanced by thdfe whofe Bufinefs and Duty 
it was to have fapprefled them. But tho' none of your Lord- 
flupshava endeavoured to juftify Corruption, yet, I cannot 
think, that thofe who oppofc this Qyeflion, arc fo fenfiblc of 
its bxaX Eftas as they ought to be ; for, fuppofe this Bill 
imperfeO, fuppofe the Methods propofed ineftedual, jet, 
dia caa be BO Reafon for our refufing to go into a Committee 
npon the Bill : We may be able to amend the Bill, fo as to 
make it a perfed and efFeanal BHI ; and, as the noble Lord 
who fpoke laf^ feems to think, that by an able and willing 
PhjfidMi, a Specific may be found for every political Di- 
ftemper, I hope he will give us his AMance ; for I make 
» QneftioB of his Ability, and I hope he will not, by his 
giring hfi Negative to this Queftion, give mc any Room to 
donbtof his Will. 

How the noWe Lord came to imagine, that a Gentleman 
who had received a jnft Reward from the Crown, or that any 
GcBtkaian would be excluded, by this Bill, from having a 
Setting other Houfe, I cannot comprehend. My Lords, 
I havepenifed the Bill with all poffible Care, and I can find 
BO Words by which any Man is excluded from having a Scat 
ia the other Houfe, unlefs he rcfufes to take the Oath pre- 
feribed by the Bill. But the noble Lord fays, the other 
Hoofe may, npon his making the Declaration propofed, ex- 
dadc him ty a Vote of their Houfe : That is to fay, they 
may expel him. In this Cafe, can it be faid, that the Gen- 
tieman is excluded by this Bill ? No, my Lords, he is ex- 
tWed by their Vote 5 and that Vote cannot be founded upon 
<fc BiB, but upon the Common Law, or upon the Laws 
now in being againft Penfioncrs. Therefore, this Bill con- 
tains BO Exteniion, nor the leaft Innovation of any of the 
Liwsfiow in being, with refpedt to thofe that have, or have 
Bot a Right to fit and vote in the Houfe of Commons ; nor 
ten that Houfe, by this Bill, acquire any Right or Power 
but what they now enjoy. 

1739- H h h I ihal! 
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ikflo13.Geo.lI. I (hall grant» 017 Lords, tbat no Member ought to hm 
1739* ^ expelled by the other HouTe withoat a jail Canfe; but, in 
* this ReTped, it xnuft be allowed, that the Members <jtf the 
other Hoafe are the (ble and abfolute Judges. Suppofe they 
ihould, by a Vote, expel a Gentleman unjufUy, can that 
Vote or Sentence be now quefUooed in any other Judicature 
or AiTembly ? My Lords, it is now as abfolute and aa irre- 
verfible as it can be, fhould this Bill be pailed into a Law 1 
and, if they have hitherto made no wrong Ufe of thi$ abfo- 
lute and uncontrolable Power, why Ihould we fufped their 
doing fo in Time to come ? With refpeft to the Rewards and 
Gratuities that are giv^n by the Crown for real public Ser- 
vices, they are always well known, and openly acknow* 
ledged : They have always been fo ; and, as the other 
Houfe has never yet thought of looking upon any of them as 
a Penfion or Bribe, or of expelling a Member on account of 
his having received fuch a Reward or Gratuity, tho* the 
lUceiving of it was openly and withoat any legal Compul- 
fion avowed, can we think that a Gentleman's acknowledge^ 
ing, in Purfuance of an A€t of Parliament, the Receipt of 
fuch a Gratuity or Reward, will any way alter the Conduct 
pf the other Houfe in this Refped? With regard to fuch 
Gratuities or Rewards, let the future ConduA of the other 
Hojife be what it will, it can be no way influenced by this 
Bill ; becaufe, as fuch Rewards and Grataities are publicly 
given, and as publicly received, a Proof can never be want- 
ing, the other Houfe will always hear of them, tho' no fuch 
BUI as this fhodd ever pafs, and they may, if they have a 
Mind, expel the Receiver either upon his own Acknowledg- 
ment, or upon a Proof, or upon common Fame ; but I muft 
deny, that they can load Jiim with Infamy» or make the 
World believe, that he is a corrupt Betrayer of his Tmft. 

Real In&my» my Lords, ys a Puniihment that can be ia- 
flidied by toothing but the Juftice of the Sentence i for when 
a Court or Aflembly decrees that to be a Oime which b 
really a Virtue, or finds a Man guilty that to the World vp- 
pears tp bp innocent, the Infamy recoils upon the Judges, 
and their Sentence does Honour to the Perfgn condemned. 
This would be the C^fe, if ever the other Houfe (hould un- 

i'uftly expel a Man for receiving a juft Reward for fome pub- 
ic Service : The Nation he had ferved, and the King who 
'^'had r.ewarded him^ would rife up in his Vindicadon ; and a 
Sentence of Infamy as well as Diffolution would certainly be 
pafTed upon fuch a fodious Aifembly. B;it, if Corruption 
ihould ever fpread over a Majority of the other Houfe : If 
a Miniftry fhould, by Flattery, gain the abfolute Diredioo 
his SovereigD, and by Bribes and Pehfions* the Pire^p 

of 



( 40^ ) 
df the Hoafe of CommoDs ; no Man will fappofc, I believe, Annoi^.Geo.tl. 
that ibch a Hoafe wiU ever expel a Member for receiving a 1739. 
Gratuity or Reward from the Crown ; and tho* a Sentence 
of Infaxny night very probably be pafled upon the whole 
Afiembly by the Nation, yet^ no Sentence of Diflblation 
would ever be pafied upon it by the Crown. It is this, my 
Lords, that may render the other Houfe both contemptible 
and hiBdoas. It may become a miniflerial Faction for op- 
preffin^ the People and betraying the Sovereign : Then, in* 
dted. It will become contemptible : The very Name of Par- 
iiament would, in a (hort Time, become hatefbl toiJlePeo^ 
pie ; and then it would net only be eafy for an ambitioos 
Prince, bnt happy for the Nation, to have the Ufe of Par- 
liaments laid entirely afide. 

The I>anger therefore of not preventing Corruption in 
the other Hoofe is very great ; and as to the bangers 
pretended to arife from the Methods propoied by this Bill 
for preventing it, there is not the leaft Foandation for them t 
becade they arife not femi this Bill, but from a fuppofed 
Abaft of Power in the other Houfe ; and this, I have (hewn, 
tliat Hoofe is as liable to run into, ihould this Bill never 
paft, as they can be fuppofed to be, after it is paiTed into a 
Law. Nay, they will be more liable to run into an Abafe 
of their Power, Ihouid no fnch Bill as this be ever paiTed ; 
becaufe a corrupt Houfe of Commons, uuder the Influence 
of an arbitrarr and wicked Minifter, may more probably 
ran into an Aoofe of their Power, againft the Friends and 
Servants of their Country, and continue that Abnfe longer, 
than a Actions Houfe of Commons can be liippded to do, 
againft the Friends and Servants of the Crown ;* for this plain 
Rcafon, becaofe the Crown may, and certainly will put an 
End to the Power of the latter, as foon as they begin to abofe 
k ; bat the Crown will never put an End to the Power of the 
fonner, as long as theKinghappens to remain nnder the Direc- 
tion of ibch a Minifter. There is not therefore the leaft Sha^ 
dow of Reafon for faymg, that the Methods propofed by this 
Bill for preventing Corruption can be inconvenient or dange- 
rous, cither to the Conftitution, or to thofe who may here- 
after happen to be Members of the other Houfe ; and, as to 
tlieir being improper, becaufe of the trifling Gratuities Mem-^ 
ba may fometimes receive from the Crown, the Objedlion, 
I think, is as ill founded. My Lords, if a Gentleman of 
the other Houfe fhould receive a Horfe, a Watch, or any 
other Trifle from the Crown, I tan fee no Impropriety in 
obliging him to declare it : If he receives it upon any ho- 
nottrabie Account, I am fure he will, he ought to declare 
it, whether he be obliged by Law to do fo or no; and, I 

1739. H hh a am 
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Anno i3.Geo.n* atn fure» there is no Impropriety in our taking every Method 
1739- that can.be thought of, for preventing the Members of the 
other Houfe from receiving a Prefent from the Crown upoA 
any diihonourable Confideration. 

Now, my Lords, with regard to the ESe& this Bill may 
have upon the Abandoned, 1 ihall grant, the Sin of Perjury 
will have very little EfFed upon tl^m ; but the Penalties of 
Perjury will have an Effed even upon the moil Abandoned, 
otherwife we mult fuppofe, that the X>aws now in being 
againll Penfioners are ridiculous. When a Crime can be fe- 
cretly committed, I ihall grant, it is a great Encouragement 
to its being often committed i but ail Crimes are committed 
under an ExpeAation of Secrefy, yet, we find they are often 
difcovered ; and Corruption is not one of that Sort of Crimes 
that may tl&e mod fecredy be committed, becaufe there muft 
always be at leafl two Perfons concerned, and if we ifaould 
lay a Penalty upon the Corruptor as well as the Corrupted, 
thefe Companions in Iniquity may, as others do, impeach 
one another. Therefore our adding the Penalties of Perjory 
to the Penalties already by Law infii^led, will certainly have 
ibme Effedl upon the moil Abandoned, and the Sin of Per- 
jury will, I hope, prevent fome from accepting of any cor- 
rupt Gratuity from the Crown ; for tho' it be wrong to ac- 
cept of any fuch Gratuity, yet, it has been, and may often 
be accepted, without the Receiver's fuppofing, he thereby 
betrays that Trail which is repofed in him by his Coontiy* 

But the noble Lords, who have fpoke agamil this Bill, 
are all under a Miilake when they fuppofe, that the Penal- 
ties already by Law inflidedcan, even in cafe of a Difoovery, 
be made e£is£tttal againit every Sort of Corn^doni and, to 
fhew this, my Lords, I muH obferve, that Corruption is of 
four Sorts. It is either by way of Penfion during Pleafure, 
or by way of Peniion during a Term of Years } or, it is by 
way of a Sum of Money paid for the whole dirty Woik of a 
Seffion, or by way of a Sum paid and repeated for every 
particular infamous Jobb. The firft two Sorts were long 
thought fo innocent, that it was a Queftion, whether fuch 
Men fhould be excluded from their Seats in the other Houfe, 
and therefore it became necei&ry to exclude them by exprefs 
Statute, under the Penalties mentioned in thofe Statutes ; 
but before a Man can be fubjedled to thofe Penalties, it mull 
be proved, that he had a Peniion fettled upon him by Sign 
Manual, or fome other Sort of Grant, either during Plea- 
fure or for a Term of Years : From thence it is plain, that 
neither of the two other Sorts of Corruption can be brought 
within thefe Statutes, or fubje£ted to the Penalties thereby 
infilled i and this, I believe, is the chief Reafon that thofe 

Penalties 
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Pcndties could nam* be reccnrered; becaafe, if there are, a««^ t^ ns^n^ 
or bAve been aqy Penfioners in the other Houie, thofe Pen- 1739. 
fiooers have been paid annually without any Sign Manuai, 
or other Grant for eftablifliing theoiy and fuch Penfioners or 
oorni]>c Peribns are neither excluded by thofe Sututes, nor 
fobjed to the Penalties thereby inflided. But, will any Lord 
hjt that fnch in£uBoas Corruption is not prohibited by 
Law ? My Lords, thofe that receive a Sum of Money for 
the dirty Work of a Seffion, or for any particular infamous 
Jobb, are exchided from their Seats in the other Houfe by 
CoottaoD Law ; and therefore it was unneoeffiiry to make any 
expefi Statute for excluding them. If the Fadt could be 
diicoveredy they would of courfe be expelled ; but, even up- 
on a Difcovery, they are as yet fubjeft to no Penalty by 
expcc& Statute, nor could they, I believe, be proiecuted by 
any Method at Comnum Law. One of the chief Intents of 
th» Bill therefore is, to prevent a Member* s being guilty 
of cither of thefe, which are die moil in&mous borts of 
GoiToption, by fuljeding the Perfbn ib corrupted to a Profe- 
cntioa at Common Law, and to the Penalties of Perjury, in 
cafe he flioold receive fnch a Bribe, and afterwards be Co , 
wicked as to deny it upon Oath. Whether this will be 
altogether effedual I fhall not £sy : I believe it will not ; but, 
I an fiire, it will be more effi^^bial than to leave fuch Cri- 
minals, as they are at prefeat, abfolutely free from any 
Penalty, nay, from any Proiecution at Common Law; 
and therefore I mnik think, that thofe Lords who sre 
againft our going into a Committee upon this Bill, are far 
from having that Horror which they ought te have, at the 
mfanioos, contagious, and dangerous Pra£lice of Corrupt 
tion. 

The Qoeftion was then pot, and paffed in the Negative, 
OoBtents 40, Not Contents 52. After which the Bill was 
iryeOed without a Divifion. 

Jfril 29. His Majefly came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
pat an End to the Seffion with the fbUowing moft gracious 
Speech. 

. Mf Lordsj and GintUmen^ 
" 'TH H E Zeal which you have fhewn for the Support 
" Jl^ and Profecution of the juft and nccefTary War in 
■* which I am engaged, is a frefh Proof of your Concern for 
**^ the Honour and Intereft of my Crown and Kingdoms. 
" As this great and national Undertaking is the principal 
** Obje& of our Attention and £xpe6tions, fo the Juflice of 
^ our Caofe, and the Succefs which hath hitherto attended 

•* my 
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AnnoTj Ce<j.Il." ^Y Arms, give us the moft reafonaUe Hopes, tliat, bf 
173^. ' *^ the Continaaoce of the Divine Affiftance, we may fee a 
i,,! P>*^ i - mj «* happy Ifliic of it. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons ^ 
** I thank you for the effe^ual Supplies which yon have 
•* granted me for the Service of the current Year. The 
** beft Return I can make, is to aiTureyou, that they ihall be 
" duly empbyed to the Purpoies for which they were given. 
Afy Lords and Gentlemen^ 
'* I have formerly recommended to you Union amongd 
" yoarielves, as being highly conducive to the carrying on 
«< this great Work with Honour and Advantage, and to 
*' the more fpeedy obtaining of all poffible Juftice and Sa- 
** tisfadUon from the Crown of Spain ^ for the many grievous. 
*^ Injuries fuffered by my Subjeds, and effedual Security 
'* for the Freedom of oar Commerce and I^avigation for 
" the future- I do now eamefirly ei^hort you to promote 
*^ and extend that Union in your refpe^kive Countries. *Let 
*' the Support of the Common Caufe of the Nation prevail, 
** to attain this defirable End. Our Enemies muft already^ 
<< have been made feniible, in fome Degree, of the Weight 
*^ of our juil Refentment: They fee my Kingdoms in fnch 
** a poftnre of Defence, as muft render all Attempts from 
'* them, without Encouragement from amongft ourfelves, 
<* vain and defperate. They fee the Trade and Naviga- 
" tion of my Subjeds proteded, as far as the Nature and 
<* Circumfbmces of a Maritime War will poffibly admit ; 
<* and, at the fame Time, the moft valuable Branches of the 
*< Spanifi? Commerce greatly interrupted, and fubjeded to 
<' many Difficulties and LoiTes. From thefe happy Effi^fb 
** of my early Endeavours, and your ready Concurrence 
'* at the firft Entrance into the War, I cannot but hope, 
' *' that the Preparations which I am now making, for carry* 

' ' ing it on in the moft proper Places, and in the moft vi- 
** gorous and efiedual Manner, will be blefTed with Sue* 
^* ce6, equal to our juft Expedations.*' 

Then the Parliament was prorogued to Tuiefdig the 3d 
Day of Jme next. * 

The SEVENTH and LAST SESSION of the SECOND 
PARLIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 

ADn.>,4.Gco.lI.\17'^i.^ ?^°^4 ^^Wefimnfter l^ojv. 18, 1740. witk 
1 740. W "^6 following Speech from the Throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
*' I acquainted you, at the Clofe of the laft Seffion 
'•^ of Parliament, that I was maliirg Preparations for carry- 

«« ing 
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** iagotk the jiift and neceflary War in which I am engaged, in ABB014.Geo.ll. 
*' ihe ffioft proper Places, and in the moft vigorous and effec* 174^* 
** Dial Manner. For this Porpofe, flrong Squadrons were got ' 
" ready, and ordered to fail upon important Services, both in 
I* the TVtJl'Indiu and Europe^ with as much Expedition as the 
" Nature of thofe Services, and the Manning of the Ships, 
" would admit : A very confiderableBody of Lind-Forces was 
•* Cfflbark'd, which is to be joined by a great Number of my 
'' Sttbjeds raifed in America ; and all Things neceflary for 
*' trai^KMrdngtheTioops firom hence, and carrying on the de« 
'' figoed Expedition, were a long Time in Readinei^, and wait- 
" ed only ior an Opportunity to puHue the intended Voyage. 

" The feveral Incidents which have happened in the 
" mean Time, have had noEffe^ upon me, but to confirm 
" me in my Refolutions, and to determine me to add 
'^ Strength to my Armaments, rather than to divert or deter 
*' me from thofe juft and vigorous Meafares which I am 
'< purfuing, for maintaining the Honour of my Crown, and 
«* the undoubted Rights of my People. 

'' The Court of Spain having already felt fome Effeas 
'' of our Refentroent, began to be fenhble, that they fhoald 
'< be no longer able, alone, to defend themfelves againft the 
** Efforts of the Britijb Nation ; and if any other Power, 
^* agreeably to fome late extraordinary Proceedings, fliould 
" interpofe, and attempt to prefcribe or limit the Opera- 
«< tioiisof the War againft my declared Enemies, the Honour 
** and Intereft of my Crown and Kingdoms muft call up. 
*< on OS to kfe no Time in putting ourfelves into fuch a 
" Condition, as may enable us to repel any Infults, and to 
<« fruftrate any Defigns formed againft us, in Violation of 
** the Faith ot Treaties ; and I hope any fuch unprecedenc- 
*' ed Steps, under what Colour or Pretence foever they 
** may be taken, will infpire my Allies with a true Senfe of 
" the common Danger, and will unite us in the Support 
<' and Defence of the common Caufe. 

" The great and unhappy Event of the Death of the 
" late Emperor, opens a new Scene in the Affairs in Europe^ 
" in which all the principal Powers may be immediately 
" or oooiequentialJy concerned. It is impoflible to deter- 
" mine what Turn the Policy, Intereft, or Ambition of the 
" ieveial Courts may lead them to uke in this critical Con- 
'' juadare. It ihall be my Care ftridly to obfetve and at* 
** tend to their Motions, and to adhere to the Eneage- 
'* ments I am nnder, in order to the mamtaining of the 
" Balanrc of Power, and the Liberties of Europe ; and in 
'' Concert with fuch Powers as are under the fame Obli- 
" gations, or equally con^em^ to preferve the publ^: 

?' Safety 
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A«iioi40eo.ir *< Safety and Tranquillity, to tJEt fadi a Part af may bed 
1740. ' « conthbate to avert the imininent Dangers that may 
' " threaten them. 

Gentlemen of the H»ufe of Comumohs^ 

*' I have ordered Eftimates to be prepared, and laid 
" before you, for the Service of the enfuing Y«ar. It is 
*' always with Regret that I ailc any extraordinary Aids of 
** my People : But what I have already mentioned muft be 
*' fufficient to fatisfy you, that fome Augmentations will be 
" neccffary, not only for carrying on the prefent War with 
*' Vigour, but alfo to put oorfelves in a Condition of being 
*' prepared for fuch Events as may arife in this new and on- 
** certain State of EurTpe. I therefore depend on your ex- 
** perienced Zeal and AfFeflion for me and my Government, 
" your Concern for your own Safety, and the Support of 
'* the common Caufe. to grant me fuch eflSsd^ual Supplies as 
** may be requifue for thefe great Ends. 
My Lordi and Gentlemen^ 

*• The Scarcity of Corn, which has happened in many 
« Countries of Europe^ has induced feveral Powers to make 
«« extraordinary Provifions to obviate the ill £ffe£ts of that 
" Misfortune ; and though in many Parts of this Kingdom, 
** theHarvell lias proved more favourable, yet common 
** Prudence calls upon us to provide as far as may be againft 
** the Approach of fuch a Calamity, fiefides, in our pre- 
** fent Circumilances, it would be an inexcufable Negle6t to 
** fufier' our Enemies to be fupplied with any Kind of Ptovi- 
" fions from my Dominions, and that even at the Hazard 
'* of my own Subje^ being diftrefled. Let me therefore 
<' eameftly recommend it to you to confider of Ibme good 
'* Law to prevent this growing Mifchief. 

** The Difficulties which have been found in Manning the 
*' Fleet by the ufual Methods hitherto pradifed, demon- 
*' ftrate the Want of fome Parliamentary Remedy : I muH 
«* therefore prefs it upon you to lofe no Time in making fuch 
'< Provifions in this Refped, as, whilft we are cn^g^ in a 
'< War in Defence of the Commerce and Navigation of this 
** Kingdom, may enable the Public to avail itfelf of thofe 
*' great Numbers of Seamen, which make fo valoaUe a 
" Branch of our Strength. 

" The Importance of thefe Coniiderations ts fo apparent, 
" that I need ufe no Arguments to convince you of the Ne- 
*' cti&ty of the utmoft Unanimity and Difpatch ia your 
" Proceedings." 

His Majefty was no (boner withdrawn and the Speech re- 
ported by the Lord Chancellor, but the Duke of Arp/e roie 
up, and expreiTcd himfelf to the following ££fe& 

2 Duke 
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Duke of ^^f^ Ai»oi4,Geo.ir. 

My Lords, 174O' 

The Caftom of addreffiftg his Majcfly upon his Speech from t/'^^^%J 
die Thronet at the Opening of a Seifion of Parliament, is,Dakeof-rf^^.V, 
I bdievc, aa ancient as Parliaments themfeives^ and it is ib 
becaofe it is very proper and very reafonable ; but the Me- 
thod of iorming and dravufing up that Addrefs, has of late 
Yean been very moch ahered, and, in my Opinion, vtry 
nmdi for the worfe. In form^er Times, our Method was to 
be veryibort and very general : To return Thanks for his 
Majefly'smoft gracious Speech from the Throne, and to make 
fi>iiie general Profeilions <^oar Aiie^on for his Majefty, and 
of our 2^ for his Service $ and when fuch an Addreifs as 
this was j^gteed to, a Day was then appointed for taking his 
Majefiy's Speech into Confideration : For oar Anceiiors nrere 
nor, it ieemis, fo ready-witted as tholb of the preffsnt A^ 
pi«(end to be : Thef did not, it ieems, think themfelves ca- 
pable of determining npon the £rft Hearing, whether they 
codd approve of icvery thing mentioned or referred to in his 
Majesty's Speech; aod therefore they took Time to condder 
of it, be£yie they faid Zffy Thing that might look like an 
Approbation. But now we have fallen into a Way of echo- 
^ back, ia our Addrefs^ his M^ jefty*s Speech from the 
T^raoe, Paragraph by Paragraph, and expreffiag at leaft ^ 
§Bmai^ Soct of Approbation of every Meafore rderred to 
in tbat Speech.! 

This, my Lords, is a very confiderable Innovation of our 
fliident Method of proceeding, and an Innovation of fo mo- 
dem a Date, that there aie feveral Perfons in the Admini- 
llr^tian who moft remember when it was firft introduced. It 
is a Method which 1 think onreafonable in itfelf, and incon<* 
iiftevt with the Honour and Dignity of this Hoale. The 
XfDg^s Speech is always, in this Houfe, oonfidered as the 
Speech ^ the Mmifters, and as it has generally been, we may 
caipea it will abvays be, a ihort Narrative of the Meafures 
they liave purfoed, and a fort of Panegyric upon t^ery thing 
they have done ; therefore we ought to be extremely cautious 
of laymg any thing that may imply a tacit Approbation of 
aor tiling they have done, or advifed to be done. We fit 
heie, my Lords, asaCheckuponMinifter*; It is our Duty, 
as his Majefiy's hereditary and fnpreme Council, to inform 
l,Mi^ whether he has been ill or well advifed or ferved by his 
MJD^KRi and (hall we, in our Addrefs, fay any thing that 
mxf give our Soveieiga Caufe to think, he has been well 
ierved, or righdy advifed, by his Minifters, when, for ought 
we know, he has been betrayed by them, or led into fuch 
Meaihucs as may wdoboth him and his Family. 

1740. lii . I know 



( 414 ) 
Annof 4.GC0 Jt I know, my Lords^ it i» a Maxim, tbat we tit not bound hf 
1740, any thing we can fay upon this Occafion ; and that notwith- 
— "^^^ ftanding any implied Approbation of paft Meafures, contained 
in our Addx«fs by way of Anfwer to his M^ jefty's Speech, we 
may afterwards Siii6i\y enquire intothofeMeafures. andfxte- 
ly condemn them, if upon fnch Enquinr they appear to be 
wrong. This Maxim is, indeed, aofolutely neceffiury, as 
long as we continue in that Method of addreffing which we 
have lately fallen into ; but 1 muil refer it to your Lordftiips, 
whether it be confident either with the King's Safety, or our 
own Honour, In public Af&irs, my Lords, a Day, an 
Hour is often of the laft C6nfequenoe. A bad Meafure, if 
purfued, may be of foch a Nature as to bring irrecovemble 
Ruin : If retraced or altered in Time, the impending Ruin 
may be prevented. In this Cafe, a Day, an Hour may be 
critical, and may determine the Ruin or the Recovery of the 
King's Affairs, if the King (hould have been led into dan- 
gerous Meafurcs, (hall we encourage him in the Purfoit o£ 
thofe Meafures, by a feeming Approbation in our Addrefi at 
the Opening of the Seffion ? Without this Approbation he 
might, perhaps, have relieved upon what he was about, and 
might thereby, of himfelf, have difcovered his Error. But 
by this our feeming Approbation, he is encouraged to go on 
without Reflexion, without Confideration, and before we 
have Time to enquire and condemn, the critical Day or 
Hour may be paft, and the Ruin of the King's A£urs be- 
come irrecoverable. 

This, my Lords, muft (hew how inconfiftent it is with tiie 
King's Safety, for us to give fo much as a feeming Approba- 
tion of any public Meafure, in our Addrefiat the Opening of 
a Seffion ; and notwithftanding the Maxim of our not bemg 
bound by it, I muft think it abfolutely inconfiftent with our 
own Honour. It is a Sort of Evidence, my Lords, in Fa- 
vour of every Thing the Minifter has done. It has been, and 
always will be Iook*d on, both abroad and at home, as the 
Evidence of this Houfe, that the Meafures purfued by our 
Minifters are all wife and right ; and (hall we give our Evi* 
dence in Favour of what , we know nothing about, any farther 
than the Minifter has been pleafed to tell us in his Majefty's 
Speech from the Throne? To fay that we (hall firft give foch 
an Evidence, and then enquire if it be right, is diredly what 
is afcribed to the fawning Parafite, who firft gives his Tcf- 
timony to the Truth of a FaA, and then enquires what it is. 
Is this conftftent with your Lordfhips Honour ? In private 
Afiairs your Word is your Oath : It is allowed to be of equal 
Weight with the Oath of a private Man : I believe, every one 
of your Loidftups confiders it as fuch, and woidd bo at fliy^ 
• I of 
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oF giWng your Wohi, as yourOath, in Tftftimohy of a FalC- A]moi4.0co.U« 
iiood. My Loitb, in priTate Convcriktion, it may, per- ^ >74o- 
hxps, be looked on as a ftifF* fort of Fonnality^ never to £iy 
any Tliiiig, or to make any Ufe of any £xpreflions, hot fach 
as ate flridly agreeable to the Sentiments of the Mind. A 
little Complaiiance, or even Diffimulationy is allowable, be- 
caoie it is oecefiary for Cbnveriation, and for keeping op a 
Conefpondence among Men ; bat in all jodicial Proceedings^ 
and mach more in parliamentary Prottedings, efpecially fach 
as remain upon Record as the authentic A£ts of the Aflembly, 
Com;4aifooce is no way necefiary, and Diffimulation is always 
a Crime. I am therefore furprizcd, how this modem fort of 
Com^aKance in oar Addreites at the Opening of a Seffion 
came foft to be introduced, or how it has continued fo long ; 
baty thank God f it has yet acquired no prefcriptive Authori- 
ty : It is not yet beyond the Memory of any Man living, and 
i hope it will be altered, and for ever abolifhed^ before it 
comes CO be fo. I hope we fliail return to our ancient Me* 
thod, and there was never a greater Neceffity for it than upon 
tfae piefent Occafion. 

My Lords, when no Meaforeshave been pnrfued but fach 
as feemingly at leaft appear to have been right, a litde Com- 
platiaoce in oar Addrefs may admit of fome fort of Excafe i 
bat when the Meafures purfued, and referred to in his Ma* 
jefty's Speech, are fuch as feemingly appear u> be wrongs 
or fach as have been generally condemned, the leaft fort 
of Complaifance with regard to fuch Meafores would be 
criminal in the higheft Desree. This, my Lords, is the 
Cafo at prdent. The Me&ods taken for profecuting the 
War we are now fo jufUy engaged in, or rather the furprix^ 
ing Ne^e& we have been guilty of, have been condemned 
by all but oar Enemies $ and, indeed, in all Appearance, they 
are foch, I think, as it is impoffible to juftify. If upon this 
Occafion we return fuch an Addrefs as has been ufual of late 
Yean : If we echo back his Majefty's Speech Paragraph by 
Fsragnph, we moft either juftif/ or condemn all the Men* 
fores that have been purfued, and all the Negle^ our Mi* 
oifters have bcoi gailty of. In his Majefty's Speech they 
teU m, they have profecuted the War in the moft proper 
Fbccsy and in the moft vigorous and efiedoal Manner. Can 
we iay fo ki our Addrefi, my Lords ? Will any Man in the 
Nation, befides the Creatures of our Minifter, lay fo ? Have 
we profecnted the War in the moft proper Places ? Have we 
pioiecated it in any ^ace ? My Lords, we have profecnted ic 
no where, nnlefs a little Privateering can be called profecut- 
ing a War ; and even in that Way we have negle^led our own 
Trade fo machp that I am convinced, the Enemy have had 
1740. , Ilia gready 
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Anno lA.Ceo.ll.gfca^y Ae Advantage of us. As for what Admiral VmOM 
1740. * has done in the JVeft-lndia^ I am perfoaded it was not owing 
~ to the Orders or Infini£Uons he had from onr MiniAers, but 
becaufe they durftnot give him zny Orders orlnftnidions for 
preventing it ; and becaufe they knew, that he had a fincere 
Regard for the Honour and Intereft of his Country, and of 
Confequence would, to the utmoft of his Power, profecnte the 
)Var, in the mod proper Place, and in the moft vigorous and 
cile^ual Manner, therefore they fent him thither with a 
Force horn which nothing could be exped^, and with which 
no Man but himieif, I believe^ would have attempted any 
Tiling of Confequence. 

For the fame Reafon, my Lords, they found Pretences, of 
jbme Kind or other, to delay fending him any proper Sup- 
plies, for above a Year and a Half after they might and 
Ougl^ to have been fent. Nay, I doubt much if they would 
yet have been fent, if it had not been for the exprefs Orders 
given, as I muft fuppofe, by his Majefty, after his Return 
from his German Dominions ; for by their having been fo 
long, and fo unaccountably delayed before, and failing fo foon 
after hisM^efty's Return, I muft fuppofe, that thar failing at 
laft proceeded folely from him, and not from the Dire6liona 
of any of his Minifters, perhaps contrary to the Advice of 
feme of them. The wefierly Winds, I know, afibidedfome 
fort of £xcufe ; but if the necei&ry Preparations had been 
made with any fort of Forefight or Difpatch, the Fleet 
might have been ready, and might have failed, before the 
wefterly Winds fet in ; and even after thefe Winds had fet 
in, there were feveral Opportunities for our Fleet*s getting 
out of the Channel, if thqr had been provided with every 
Thing neceflary, and had received exprc& Orders to fiul widt 
the firfl Opportunity. 

With regard, my Lords, to the fending of Supplies to Ad- 
miral Vermn^ there feems to have been fomething more than 
Negled : There really feems to have been a formed Defign, 
to prevent his being able to profeeute the War in the Weft^ 
huiieu till the Spaniards had provided for theh- 2)eftnce ; 
and the little Interruption they have met with in fending 
Squadrons and Land-Forces to Jnurito^ confirms me in this 
Belief. But this is hot the only wrong Meafure, or nnac- 
countable Nc^ed, we have been guilty of. I may perhaps 
have no great Share of natural Undcrfhndfng, but I hJive 
fome Experience in military Affeirt. It has been my Trade 
ever ftnce I was a Child j and from the Experience I have 
had, and the Knowledge I have, by convcrfing with others, 
vsquired, I think, 1 coold dcmohftrate, that no one right 
Stqp has been taken, either in the Commencement or Profo- 

ctttion 
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CQtkm of the War, Bur » I flttll always be as far from de- xnno 14. Oco.n. 
filing yoor Lordfliips to condemD, as I fhall be from defiring 17^. 
yoo to approve, without being folly and thoroagly inform- l^S^^U 
ed, eberefore, die only Aim I have in giving you my 
Thoughts npon the prefeet Occafion» is, to induce yon to 
letuni to the antient Method of addrdfing, in Anfwer to his 
Majefty^s Speech from the Throne. 

I loiow, my Lords, the modem Pra£Hce has for (bme 
Yean been very different. His Majcfty's intended Speech 
has been commanicated by his Minifters to a few Lords, be- 
fore be (poke it in tliis Houfe, and at the fame Time they 
communicatMi fnch se Motion, as they thought would be pro- 
per to be made, for an Addrefs of this Houfe by way of An- 
fwer to that Speech. The firft has generally contained an 
Encomidm upon their own Meafures, and the other has re- 
gnlariy been a Repetition and Improvement of that Enco- 
minm. This, vre may believe, has alws^s been approved of 
by the Lords they fhewed it to, and then fomeone of them 
has been appointed to make that Motion, and another to fe* 
oond it. Hitherto, my Lords, I am no way furprized : I 
am BOt all at furprized, that the Minifters Meafures, or the 
Motkm they propofe, (hoald be approved of by the few 
Lords they pick out for their Confidents ; bat what I am 
fiirpri2Bd at is, that this Hoafe has fallen into a Method of 
cxpeding and waiting for this Motion, as if no Lord in this 
Hode had a Right to make inch a Motion, bat the Lord 
appointed for that Pnrpofe by the King's Miniflers ; and I 
un fun more furprized, that the Motion thus made by the 
Appointment of the £ing*s Minifters, fhould for fo many 
Yean have been a|>pro^d of by the Majority of this Houfe. 
Soch a Mediod of mtroducing an Addrefs I think inconiiftent 
with the Freedom and Independency of this AfTembly, and 
I think our noentioning or faying any Thing of Meafures we 
bow nothing of, in a Parliamentary Way> inconiiftent with 
osr Dignity and Honour. 

I am thmfbre, my Lords, for our refuming the ancient 
Method of Addrefing, and I think it more neceifary upon 
dds Occafion, than any former, becaufe our public Tranf- 
adiomfince UA Seffion have been fuch as have not been ap- 
proved of, I believe, by many Lords in this Houfe, and I 
am fnre they have been complained of by the Majority of 
the Nation. No Lord will oppofe, no Man can find Fauh 
wiA oar retuminghis Majefiy Thanks for his mofl gracious 
Speech from the Throne, or with any general Profeifions we 
can make nfe of, for teftifying our Duty and Affedion to 
liim, and our Zeal for his Service, which is the lartheft we 
ought to go open the prefenC Occafion ; and for this Purpofe, 

I have 
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Aiiji(>i4.Gco.n«I have thought of a Motion for an AidtA^ which I hope 
1740. your Lordlhips will approve of. As what I am to propoTe is 
V '•^If'* ' "^not the Work of many Hands, and as I do not pretoid to 
nndeiitand any Thing of the Sublime, my Sentiments may. 
perhaps, be but poorly exprefled ; but this I can hy, my 
Motion is my own, and made without any Man^s Diredion* 
It is this, my Lords : That yoiir Lordfhips do refolve. That 
an humble Addrefs be prdented to his Maje%, returning 
him the Thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious Speech 
from the Throne. 

To congratulate his Majefty on his faie Return to his Re- 
gal Dominions. To aflure his Majefty, that we will ftand 
by him with our Lives and Fortunes, in the Profecution of 
the juft and neceiTary War in which he is engaged. 

And as a further Proof of our Duty and Afiediion to his 
Majefty*s facred Perfon, Royal Family and Government,' to 
alTure him, that we will exert ourfelves in our high Capadty 
of hereditary great Council of the Crown (to which all other 
Councils are fubordinate and accountable) in fuch a manners 
as may beH: tend to the promoting the true Intereft of iiia 
Majeily, and our Country, in this aitical Jundure. 

Lord Bathurji. 
My Lords, 
XotI Batbmjf. It was with great Satisfa£lion I heard the Motion now 
made to you : I confeis I did not exped to hear any Motion 
made by the noble Duke upon this Occafion, and his flanding 
op gave me an anticipated Sort of Pleafure ; becaufe I fup- 
pofed he was to conclude with a Motion, and that Motion^ 
I forefaw, would be more agreeable to the Honour and Dig- 
nity of this Houfe, than any I had heard for fome Yeara 
upon the like Occafion. He has exceeded my Expedations : 
The Motion he has offered, is drawn up in as ftrong Terms 
as can poflibly be expreffed. There is nothing in it we can 
objedl to ; and I hope it will be thought as full, as even his 
Majefly^s Miniflers can jullly exped from us upon this Occa- 
fion. 

My Lords, I have often found fault with that complai* 
(ant, i fliall not fay fawning Method, we have of late Years 
fallen into, of echoing back his Majefty's Speech from the 
Throne, and making cur Addrefs a Sort of Panegyric upon 
the Condud of our Miniflers. It is a mofl dangerous De- 
parture from the Method obferved by our Anceflors : It is an 
Innovation of fo late a Date, that even I remember when it 
was 6rft introduced ; and though it has fmce been generally 
obfer\>ed, yet your Lordfhips know, that it has almoil always 
been objcded to by many Lords in this Houfe, though they 
had not the good Fortune to prevail in their Oppofition. 

Ti&e 
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Uraobfe Sake has taken the right Method, I think, for Anno i4.Geo.'nr 

pKvailing with us to refume the ancient Ufage of Parliament. i74<>* 

He his propofed an Addreis that cannot, I am fare, be dif- C- -^^ J 

agreed to, and nothing can, I think, be added without 

weakeaing what he has propofed. If there be any amongft 

us, diat indine to have Compliments made to our Minifters 

cpoD this Oceifion, I do not fee how they can now be intro- 

dixxd ; for I fhall think it very extraordmary, to fee a Nt- ' 

^re put upon a Motion fo fall of ftrong Expreifions of 

Doty to his Majefty and our Country, in order to make 

Room bt an Addrds &a§ed with fulfome Compliments to 

I ksow, my Lords, it is not necefiary to fecond any Mo* 
timinilusHodc, and therefore I now ro& op only to teftify 
the Sstiab^oii I received from hearing this Motion made» 
asd ID declare my Approbation of what the noble Duke has 
propofed. I hope it will meet with no Oppoiition : If it 
does, I may, perhaps, rife up again to give yon my Sentt-r 
ncntsnpon the Siibjed ; and if 1 (hottld, I hope the Houfe 
win iadalgp me the Faroar of a Hearing. 

Lord Haverjham. 
My Lordsy 

The prefent State of the Affairs of Ettrvpe in general, asLotdfl^Mv/Ui^ 
wen as of thu Nation in particular, is fo critical, and his 
Majefty, m his Speech from the Throne, has fii fully laid 
that State before us, that every Man mufb be ieniible of what 
t^Briti/h Nation ought to do, and what a Britijh Parliament 
ooght to finr to their Sovereign, upon this important Occa- 
&m ; therefore, unexperienced as I am, I Audi venture to 
propoTe what I think ought to be the Heads of your Ad- 
^rett, by way of Anfwer to hia Maje%*s Speech from thft 
Throne. 

His Majeft/ has told us, that Meafures have been taken, 
that Squadrons have been got ready, and Land-Forces raifed 
Bod embarked, both here and in America^ for puihing the 
War againffc Spain^ in the moft proper Places, and in the 
s»ft vigorous and effedual Manner ; and that thefe Things 
have been done, with as much Expedition as the Nature of 
the Services, and the Manning of the Ships, would admit. 
Thefe, my Lords, are Fa£b we have no Occafion to enquire 
ioto : They are publickly known ; and every one will allow, 
they were wife and right. We cannot therefore omit mak* 
iog our Acknowledgments to his Majefly upon this Subjeft : 
We could not in Gratitude have omitted it, even tho' he 
had been pleafed not to mention any Thing of it in hia 
Speech. 

What 
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Annoi4..0eo.n. What Refoltttions our Ndghboure have taken, or may 
1740. take, with r^ard to the War between Spain and us, are not 
yet opejily declaisd, at leaft they are not publicly kndwn ; 
but his Majefty having hinted to us, in his Speech, as if 
fome of our Neighbours intended to 'attempt to prefcribe 
Knles to us, I think we ought to thank his Majedy for not 
allowing himfelf to be diverted or deterred from the juft and 
vigorous Meafures he is purfuing, for maintaining the Honour 
of his Crown, and the undoubted Rights of his i'eople. ibid 
mt the fame Time we ought to aiTure his Majefty, that we 
will concui^ with him in all proper Meafures for refenting 
fuch an Infult, and for fruftrating the Defigns that may be 
ibrmed againft us by any Power whatib'ever. 

This, I fay, my Lords, we ought by no Means ton^1e6fc, 
and we ought to take this, which is the fiiil Opportunity of 
doing it; becaufe when our Neighbours fee, that neither the 
King nor the Nation is to 'be terrified by any Threats they 
can make uie of, nor by any Defigns they can form, it will 
make them refleA upon the Danger they expofe themmvci 
to, and this may prevent their attempting to carry fuch De^ 
figns into Execution. 

Another Thing his Majefty has mentioned in his Speech, 
I mud take Notice of, becaufe I think our inferting a proper 
Paragraph in our Addrefs, by way of Anfwer to what liis 
MajeAy has faid upon that Head, will be of the ntmoft Con- 
fequence to the Aflairs of Europe^ and may prevent a mod 
general and a moft dangerous War. Your Lordihips malt 
perceive, that I mean the important Scene opened in Eurefie 
by the Death of the late Emperor. His Majefty has told us, 
and every one muft fee, that it is impoffible to determine 
what Turn the Policy, Interefts, or Ambition of the feveial 
Courts of Europe may lead them to take in this Critical 
Conjundure. Ambition, my Lords, is always for fifhing in 
troubled Waters, and the Affairs of Europe were never in a 
more trouUed State, than what they have been thrown into 
by this unhappy Event. But when the Powers of Europe 
fee that the Britifif Nation, as well as the Britifiif King, are 
refolved to maintain the Balance of Power and the Liberties 
of Europe^ it may prevent not only the moft Ambitious, but 
the moft Powerful from forming Schemes for defhxiying what 
Britain appears refolved to preserve. His Majefty has done 
his Part by declaring his Refolutions in his Speech from the 
Throne. Do not let us be deficient in ours. Our acknow- 
ledging the Wifdom of his Majefty^s Refolutions in thn Re- 
fped), and takjng this firft Opportunity to concur with him m 
thefe Refolutions, will very much encourage our Allies, asd 
contribute to the Succefs of thofe Negotiations his Majefty 

may 
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nmy now be carrying on for eftablifhing the Balance of Ann9i4.G«>,II. 
iWer, and preferving the Tranquillity of Europe. i74o- 

I fhall add no more, my Lords, but conclude with moving ^ ^y*^ J 
yon to refi^ve. That an humble Addrefs bs prefented to his 
Majefty, to return him the Thanks of this Houfe for his 
xnbft gradoio Speech from the Throne. 

To acknowledge his Majefty^s great Wifdom, and his Ad* 
lioence to the true Interefl of his Kingdoms, in refolving to 
carry on dib joft and neceflary War in the moft p'oper Places, 
and ia the moft vigoroas and effedual Manner i «and in noC 
fug er ing himfelf to be diverted or deterred from thofe Mea- 
lores. 

To give his Majelly the Urongeft Aflutances, that if any 
V&snr flmald attempt to prefcribe or limit the Operations o( 
"War againft his declared Enemies, fuch an extraordinary 
Proceeding would not' fail to create a jufl Indignation in us, 
and determine us to concur in all proper Meafures for vindi- , 
eating and defending his Dignity and Honour againit any In- 
fidts, and Irojbating any Deiigns formed againll us. 

Tb aflbre his MajeHy, that this Houie will s^ealoufly fiand 
by and fupport him in adhering to the Engagemefnts he is 
Wider for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Europe^ 
oa th(t Event of the late £mperor*s Death, as well as in the 
Profecution of the prefent War. 

To expreis our unlhaken and unalterable Fidelity and Af- 
ieftion to his Majefty^s Perfon and Government, and our 
ardent Wifhes, that all his Enterprizes for maintaining the 
Honoor of his Crown, and the Rights of his People, may 
be bleficd with Succels. 

Tbefe, my Lords, are, in my Opinion, the Heads upon 
vrbkh our Addrefs ought to be formed ; but as I am little 
jttgiiaintcd with the Methods of Proceeding in this Houfe^ 
I ftall leave it to your Lord/hips to confider, whether this 
Pro p o fition. which I have ventured to nuke to you, ought 
to fiand as a Motion by itfelf, or whether it ought to be of- 
fered by way of Amendment to what the nobk Duke has 
been pleafed to propofe. 

Lord Hpuiford, 
My Lords, 

If we confider the prefent Circumftances of this Nation, Lord Hjndfird* 
Cft the prefent Situation of the AfTiirs of Europe^ I believe 
every one of your Lordlhips will allow, that there never was 
a Time, when there was a greater Nccclfity for teflifying, 
in the moft public and authentic Manner, a perfe6l Una- 
nimity amongft ourfelves, and a firm Confidence in his Ma- 
jcfty's Wifdom and Condufl. We are now engaged in a War 
a^inft one of the moft powerful, and one of the moft abfo- 
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Aniu)i4.Geo. U* lute Monarchies In Europe. We bave (otmttly been engaged 
^4^-^ in War folcly for fatisfying the Ambition of our Sovereign, 
^ ~ or the private Piques and Reientments of fomb of his Fa- 
vourites ; but, during his prefent Majefty^s Reign, we can be 
in no Danger of being engaged in War on any fuch Account. 
In every Part of his Condud he has ihewn, that he is fwayed 
by nothing but the Honour of his Crown, and the Happi- 
nefs of his Subjedb ; and the prefent War he did not engage^ 
in, till the Obftinacy, InjuRice and Violence of the Spaniards 
made it evident to every Man in the Kingdom, that we 
could exp&£l no Satisfa&ion for paft Injuries, nor Security 
againft future, by any Thing but by Force of Arms. The 
War has been hitherto conducted with the utmoft Vigour, in 
the mod proper Place, and with as much Succefs as could 
reafonably be expe6^ ; but every one knows, that from 
the very Beginning of the War we were, and ilill are in 
Danger of living another Enemy to engage with, more 
powerful, and more capable to hurt us. TUs Danger will 
cncreafe in Proportion to our Succefs, and nothing can contri- 
bate more to our efchewing this Danger, than that of fhewing 
a perfed Harmony and Unanimity amongft ourfelves. 

With regard to the prefent Circumftances of this Nation 
therefore, we ought upon this Occafion, if ever, to exprefs 
our Duty and A&^on to his Majefty, our Approbation of 
|iis Meafures, and our Confidence in his Wifdom and Con- 
du6l, in the moft full and explicit Terms, t And with regard 
to the prefent Situation of the AfBurs of Europe, your Lord* 
ihips mufl all be fenfible, how ticklifh it has been rendered^ 
by the late unfortunate Death of the Emperor : By this un- 
timely Accident, thofe who are profi^fled Enemies to the Re* 
pofe and Liberties of Europe, have got fuch an Opportunity 
for caxrying their ambitious and dangeroua Defigns into Exe- 
cution, as they themfelves could fcarcely have hoped for. 
By this Accident, the Princes of Gemumf are left without a 
Head, (and God knows how long they may continue b) the 
Germanic Body is thereby rendered lifelefs and inactive, and 
the Houfe of Aufiria is on every Side envircmed with Ene- 
mies, ready to tear from it the Whole or a great Part of ita 
Dominions. In this Situation nothing can preferve the Li* 
berties of Europe ; nothing can preferve the Liberties, the 
Trade, or the Navigation of this Kingdom, but a fpeedy 
Alliance and Confederacy amongll thofe Princes and States 
that are Friends to Liberty, for defeating the Defigns of 
thofe that are its declared Enemies ; and the forming of this 
Alliance or Confederacy will be greatly promoted or retarded 
by our Behaviour in this Seifion of Farliaiaent:. 
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AO the Princes and States of Europt are (enfibleof the Anno i4.Geo.n. 
Wdght and the Power of this Nation, when we a^ with i74o« 
Coocord and Unanimity. If there appears to be a perfed 
Unanimity amongft oorfelves, and a {^>od Harmony between 
the King and his Parliament, the feveral Powers whofe Inte- 
jeft it is to preferye the Liberties of Europe will pat a Confi- 
dence in this Nation, as they have done heretofore, and will 
nadily join with os in a Confederacy for our mutoal Prefer- 
ration ; bat if in this Seflion of Parliament we fliould bj 
any Means Ihew a Cdldnefs in oar Duty and A£fe£b'on to oar 
Sovereign, or a Diifidence in his Condafi, the other Powera 
of Eanbe can exped no Affiftance from his Majefty ; which 
viX man them defpair of being able to withftand the Tor- 
zeat i and the Confisqoence of this will be, that evtry one of 
them win endteivoar to make the bell Terms they can for 
themUdves, and refufe to join in any public Concert for 
oppoifiag the ambitious DcGgns of thofe who are, I may 
%, by Nature as well as Siniatiog^ the profefled Enemies of 
Gnat Britain. 

Let OS confider, my Lords, what a dreadful and dangerous 
Sate this Nation will be reduced to, if the Northern Powers 
ihoold be engaged in a War againU one another, and the 
Flames of a Civil War kmdled up amongft the Princes of 
G^rnuoff, The ieveral Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon 
viil then be left at full Liberty to turn their whole united 
Force agamft this Nation, and againft this united Force we 
suift ftand fingle and alone ; for the Dutcb^ as they lie open 
to the Continent, and could exped no Affiance from Ger^ 
*atf, woold not dare to aflift us. We are already engaged 
in a War againft one of the Branches of the Houfe of Bour- 
kn: Another, and the moft powerful of them, has already 
^^cvn an Inclination to prefcribe or limit the Operations of 
oar Anns. In my Opinion^ they would have all united in 
the War againfl us, long before this Time, if it had not 
heeo for the Danger they may be expofed to by our forming 
apowerfiil Alliance opon the Continent ; and againft fuch 
an united Force, it is hardly poffible for us, in all human 
^hability/to ftand fmgle and alone. It is therefore necef> 
% fcr our Safety, as well as for our Succefs in the War we 
are now engaged in, to prevent, if poffible, a War in the 
North, or a Civil War in German;. This his Majefly has 
R&lrd on, and this he may effeduate, if a due Weight be 
given to his Negotiations, by letting the World fee, that 
^ Majefty will be fapported by the united Power of the 
Pailiament and People of Gnat Brifaht. 

Por thb Porpofe, my Lords, we ought, in ooi Addrefa 
opon this Occafian, to exprefr oorfelves in as fall and ex- 
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Abao x4.Ge0.II. plicit a Manner, as ever a Britijh Parliament did to tfaezr 
1740. Sovereign. Ah Addrefs in general Terms may, at other 
Ci "^S^^i •' Times, be right. The Cuftoai of cchoinc; back (as iome 
affeft to call it) his Majefty's Speech from the Throne, may, 
for what I know, be wrong ; but it is a Cuftom that haJs 
prevailed for many Years, and I am fure it would be very 
wrong in us, at tiJis critical Conjunfture, to alter that Cut- 
torn, or to ihew lefs Refpcft for our Sovereign, than has for 
many Years been fiiewn upon the like Occafion j for which . 
Reafon, I cannot but approve and fecond the Motion made 
by the noble Lord near me. 

As this lad Motion was the fecond Motion for the fam^ 
Purpofe, and as by the Forms of Proceeding, it was ne- 
ceflary to put a Queftion upon the firft Motion, before the 
Lord Chancel - fecond could be come at, the Lord Chancellor flood up, and 
lor« after explaining the two Motions a little, both which he 

caufed to be read, that they might be the better underftood^ 
he faid, he fuppofcd the noble Lord meant to propofe his 
Motion as an Amendment to the noble Duke's Motion. If 
this had been allowed of, the firft Queftion would of courie 
have been, To agree to the Amendment propofed ; but 
f pri Ttf^. hordi Talbot flood up, and fhewcd, that the noble Lord 
neither meant nor could mean to propofe it by way of A- 
mendment, becaufe the Rx& Paragraph in both Motions was 
Word for Word the fame : That if the noble Lord had 
meant what he propofed as an Amendment to the ooble 
JXike*s Motion, he would have propofed, that the firft Pa- 
ragraph only of the latter fhould be left ftandine, that the 
two other Paragraphs fhould be left out, and in their Steady 
by way of Amendment, he would have moved to infert the 
whole of what he has propofed, except the firft Paragraph : 
But this he had not done. According to his Manner oF 
ihting his Proportion, it was plainly a diftind and a fe* 
cond Motion, and therefore their Lordfliips were, by the 
Forms of Proceeding, to put the Queftion upon the firfl 
^^^ Chancel- Motion. Upon this the Lord Chancellor ftood up and faid, 
lor. That he rofe up only to fpeak to their Methods and Older 

of Proceeding : That he granted the Motions feemed lo be 
two diftind Motions, and therefore if their Lordfhips did 
not approve of the firft, and had a Mind to come at the 
fecond, the proper Way would be to put the previous Que- 
flion with regard to the firft : However he would make do 
Motion i he fpoke to Order only, and would afterwards 
take an Opportunity to fpeak to the Merits. 

The 
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•ne Lord Ganent. ^^ i4.0«>.V. 

My Lonis, 1740. . 

In this Debste, as well as in a great many ethers, I find ^■^^^'^m» 
ibme Lords are mighty apt to run into a Miftake, which is Lord C^zrrm/. 
of the mod mifchievoos Coniequence in all Parliamenury 
Enquiries. They cannot, or will not diftinguilh between his 
Majcfty and his Miniflers ; but call all public Meafures his 
Majefty's Meafures^ and from thence fuppofe, that thofe 
who find fault with any public Meafure, are blaming his 
Majefty's Condod, and drefpaffing againft that Duty and Af- 
fection they owe to their Sovereign. This, my Lords, is a 
xnoft naparliamentary Method of Proceeding ; for it is well 
icaowa, that his Majefly's Naime ought never to be brought 
into any of our Debates. When we take his Majefty's 
Speech into Con£deratioD, though we have heard it hrom 
his own Mouth, yet we do not coniider it as his Majefty*a 
Speech, bat as the Speech of his Minillers. Tho* we were 
in oor private Capacity convinced, that his Majefty had 
^ke off'haady and without Premeditation, or advifing with 
any oAe of his Miniilers, yet when we come to coniider 
that Speech as Members of this Houfe, we are to coniider 
it as the Speedi of his Minifiers; for while they contimie 
Mioifiers, they are anfwerable to Parliament for every Thii^ 
the Parliament does or fays, and if they think this a Hard- 
(hip, they may eaiily avoid it, or get oS on*t, by refufii^ 
to accept of, or by throwing up their Employments. 

With reprd to all public Meafures it is the &me. Wheo 
we come to coniider them in this Houfe, we are to look on 
them as the Meafures, not of the King, but Of his Minifters,. 
even tho* we were in our private Capacity convinced, that 
the King had of his own Head purfued thofe Meafures, 
without confulting with any of his Miniflers, and perhaps 
contrary to their Advice : This, I fhall allow, is likewife a 
Hardfh^ upon Miniften, but it is a great Advantage to the 
Nadon ; aiid it muft be allowed, that the Hardihip is not fo 
g;reat in making the MiniHen and Officers of the Crown an* 
iwer for what the King does, as in making them anfwer for 
what he fays ; for the King may fpeak without the Aflift- 
aacc of saay Minifter or Officer, but he cannot ad, he can 
prolecnte no public Meafuie widiout the Affiilaace of fome 
of his Minifters or Officers. Therefore, when we hear any 
JL^oni advifing us to approve of all his Majeily's Meafures, 
to place an entire Confidence in his Maj€((ly*s Wifdom and 
Condo^ we ought to turn it into the proper Parliamentary 
Language, and then it will fbmd thus : I advife you to ap«. 
prove of all the Meafures purfued by his Majefly's Miniflers^ 
and to place an entire Confidence in their Wifdom and Con- 
daft i which il an Adyke that I hope ^our Lordfhips will 
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\AattoT4«Geo.U.^vrays difdain to take. I am fure it woald be no S^ 
1740. either of your Duty and Afibdion to your Sovereign, or of 
your Regard to your Country, to follow any fuch Advice. 

My Ix>rds, I have as much Afiedion for my Sovereien, 
and am as fenfible of the Duty I owe him, as any Lord in 
tliis Houfe can pretend to : I have a great Confidence in his 
Wifdom and Conduft, when he is not mifled by his Mini- 
fters : But, as a Member of this Houie, 1 have no AHedion 
lor his Miniilers ; I owe them no Duty ; and from what is 
paft, I have no Reafon to put any Confidence in their Wif- 
dom or Condud. Our Enemies may, perhaps, place a Con- 
fidence in their Mifcondud, but I am fure our Friends, 
neither Abroad nor at Home, can place any Confidence in 
their good Condud. Therefore, the beft Way to reftore a 
Confidence among our Friends Abroad, and our People at 
Home, would be, to let them fee that this Houfe is re- 
folved to re-afTume and exercife its antient Right of being his 
Ma3eily*s gr^at and chief Council ; and that our future Mea- 
fures will be advifed, not by thofe who have led Europe^ as 
well as their own Country, into Diftrefs, but by a free and 
independent Britijh Parliament. This, I fay, would be the 
proper Way to rcftore a Confidence in our future Condud 
among Our Friends, both Abroad and at Home $ and no- 
thing can contribute more to this defirable, this necefiary End, 
(han our agreeing to the Addrefs propofed by the noble Duke. 

If your Lordihips compare the two Motions now before 
the Houfe, you cannot but fee the Difierejice between the 
Work of a Miniftcr, laymg Snares for an Approbation of his 
Condud, and the Work of a free and independent Member 
of this Houfe» exprefling his Duty to his Sovereign with 
Dignity and a true ASkQaon. The noble Dnke*s Motion 
appears to be the Work of a good Workman. Whether 
your Lordihips agree to it or no, it will remain upon Re- 
cord, and will for ever be an Honour to him that pro- 
pofed it. It is ftrong : It is Laconick ; It expreflTes in a few 
Words all the Duty and Affcdion to our Sovereign, that b 
meant by the other : It expreiTes more 5 it exprdTes that 
which is our real Duty, and the befi Sign of our Afiedion 
to our Sovereign : I mean, that we will exert ourfelvec in 
our high Capacity of hereditary great Council of the 
Crown, to which all other Councils, even his Majefiy^s Ca* 
binet Council, are fubordinate and accountable. Can your 
Lordihips find fault with any one Word in this Motion ? Will 
you weaken it by Wire-drawing it, or by adding any nn- 
deierved Compliments to the Minifter ? 

If no Fault could be found with any of our late Mea- 

fiircs, if all of them dcfcrvcd the higheft Approbation, the 
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noHe Dake^a Motion wodd be a proper Moti6n» and oil w«^^o,^Qgojl^ 
iboiild fay upon this Occa£on. But when our Meafures are . 1740. 
die Sobje^ of a general Complaint at home, and an univer- 
(il Ridicule abroad, will your Lordihips rejed fuch amo- 
tion, in order to oome at a Motion that implies an Approba- 
tioB of all our late Meafures I I fay rejed, my Lords, for 
the previous Qneftion is but a parliamentary Method of re- 
je&ing. Whenfuch a Motion as this is thrown out by the pre- 
Txoos Queflion, and another upon the fame Subjedl; agreed to 1 
it is as e&dually rejeded, as if it had been reje&d in ex- 
prefi Terms, becauie it can never afterwards be agreed to» 
which fliews a very material Difibcence between putting the 
previous QuefUon upon a Motion of this Nature, and put- 
ting it upon a Motion that may the very next Day be re- 
vived and agreed to. Therefore, if you throw out the 
noble Duke's Motion, by Means of the previous QueAion, 
the whole World will thiink, we have rejeded it, in order 
to pais Compliments upon our Minifler's Condud. Will 
this, my Lords, add to the Charader of this Aflembly f 
WiU it not occaiion the moft fevere Reflexions among all 
diofe that complain of our late Meafures at home, and alfo 
amcmg all thofe that make our Meafures the Subject of daily 
Ridicule abroad ? 

By rejc£Ung this Motion, therefore, we. expofe onrieI?es 
to the Danger of univerfal Contempt both abroad and at 
home: By agreeing to it, we cannot expofe either our our- 
ielves or the Nation to the leail Danger. Can our agreeing 
ananiffloafly to fuch an Addrefs as this, be a Sign of any 
Difcord amoi^ ourfelves, or of any Jealoufy between the 
King and his Parliament ? Or can it derogate from that 
Omfidence, which we ought to cheriih in our Allies ? My 
Lords, if any Difcord ihould arife amongft ourfelves, they 
only are to blame, who endeavour to rejed this Motion, in 
order to make way for fome Compliments to our Minifbr : 
If any Jealoufy ibould arife between the King and his Par- 
•liament, they only are to blame, who endeavour to fcreen 
our Miniiler under the facred Name of Majefty ; and if any 
DiGiffe^on ihould arife among the People, they only are 
to blame, who endeavour to get the Parliament to approve 
of what the People in general condemn. By agreeing to this 
Motion we fhall reilore that Confidence, which we ought 
to cherKh amongft our Allies : By rejeding it, and approv- 
ing of our late Meafures^ we fhall reduce them to Dcfpair. 
They defpife our Minifters ; thqr defpife their CooduX ; 
their only Hopes are in a free and independent Briiijb Parli- 
ament. U they find that the Parliament continues to ap- 
prove of the Minifter's Meafures by the Lump> and with- 
out 



Anno i4 Oeo.II. Oat any Enquiry, they will lofe the onl^ Hope they hare 
1740. left. They will no longer expeA any Change of Meafures 
or Miniften frbm the Parliament 1 and they can exped no 
Wi&ioin or Condudl from a Minifler who has, for almoft 20 
Years, been demonftrating to the World, that he has nei* 
ther Wifdom nor Condud. He may have a little low Can- 
ning, fuch as thoTe have that buy Catdc in SmitbJuU Mar- 
ket, or fuch as a French Valet makes ufe of for managing 
an indulgent Mailer ; but the whole Tenor of his Condudt 
has Ihewn, that he has no true WiiHom. This our Allies 
know and bemoan ; this our Enemies know and rejoice in 1 
and this the preient dangerous State of AlBurs, both abroad 
and at home, is a melancholy Proof of. 

I ihould avoid, my Lords, the ungrateful Tafk of ihew- 
ing the Blunders and Erron in our late Condu£^, if the 
Minifters themfelves had not made it neceifary for me to 
undertake it. If they had afk'd no Approbation, I fliould, 
for this Day at lead, have foand no Fault s but as they in- 
fift upon having a parliamentary Approbation, and for that 
Purpoie to have one of the befi Motions I ever heard made 
in this Houfe, rejeAed, I think I am bound in Duty, both 
to your Lord(hip8 and my Country, to expole the Weakneia 
of their Condud, and to (hew that the prefent State <^ Af- 
fairs, both at home and abroad, which they themfelves 
allow to be dangerous, proceeds entirely from their own 
Blunders. With regard to the prefent Circumilances of 
this Nation, we have been infulted and plundered by the 
Spaniards^ for almoft 20 Years. Did this proceed from the 
Power of SpaiH^ or the Weaknefs of this Nation ? Every 
one knows it did not. We had it always in our Power to 
make that Nation feel the Weight of our Refentment } and 
we let flip feveral Opportunities, when we might have done 
it in a moft exemplary Manner, when there was no Danger 
of their being affifted by any Power in Europe^ and when 
we were fure of Affiftance from our Allies, if they had. 
From whence then did our diflionourable and deflru^ve 
Patience proceed ? From the Weaknefs of our Minifler, and 
^m that alone : He did not forefee, or for fome felfifh End 
pretended he did not forefee, that if we let one Infult pafs 
unpunifhed, we were fare of meeting with a fecond. He 
trufled to Negotiatwns and Treaties, tho* he knew that fuch 
Infults ought to pat an End to all Negotiation, and that 
fuch Depredations were in dired Violation of the moft fa- 
lemn Treaties. In this Cafe, was it not evident, that we 
could truft to no future Treaty, that we could cxpeft no 
Security in Time to come, but by a proper Refentment of 
what was paft ? Yet he deferred relenting for almoft 20 

Years : 
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Veils: He contimied to fafier notwithiUnding the repeated Anno r4 Geolf; 
Cooiplaiats of our Merchants, and the repeated Addrefles 1740. 
of Parliament ; and the Spaniards continued to infult and ^^ST^A 
pJander. By this Condud the Nation was rendered To con- 
tempdble, that the Spaniards thought they might ufe us as 
they pkafed: This made them redouble their Depredations, 
and ooDfirroed them in their Obflinacy j b that when our 
Minificr found himfelf obliged, for iiis own Safety, to infift 
peremptorily upon Satis^ftion and Security, the Spaniards, 
imaginiDg from his farmer pofiUanimous Condud, that he 
would not dare to begin Hoftilities againil them, as p^- 
cmptorily lefttfed his Demand. 

Thos your Lordflrips may fee, that the War we are now 
engaged in, is entirely owing to the Blunder of our Minif- ' 

ter ; for if the iirfl Lifult put upon us by the Spaniards, 
after tlie Treaty in 1721, had been properly refented, and 
fall SBd6£a^lio& and Reparation peremptorily inMed on, the 
^panUwdls would not have ventured upon a fecond, nor 
Ihoold we have had Occafion for any new Treaty* becaufe 
the old were fofficicnt, if they had been obferved. But this, 
my Lords, was not all ; whilft our Minifter, by his blun- 
dering Timidity, to call it no worfe, was encouri^ng the 
Spaniards to continue their Depredations, and to periiltob- 
fkinatdy in their Refufal of Juflice, by another Train of 
Blunders he was detaching from us tycry Ally we had in: 
the World, cementing a dofc Union between France and 
Spam^ and.efiablifluDg a lading Caufe of Quarrel between: 
Spam and the Emperor. By the 1 ime he had effeded theie 
wife Pnipofes, the Jnlblence of Spain towards us grew in* 
fufferable : The People of this Nation could bear it no 
longer ; they would not allow him to bear it. Thus he 
fbimd himfelf obliged to begin, or at leafl not to oppoie 
oar bcgiwung Hoftilities againft Spain, at the moft unfeaifon- 
abie Time he could have chofen during the whole COurfe 
of ins Adminiifa-ation ; for that the Time was unieafonable,. 
I ihall readily admit ; but we were under an abfolute and 
dire Neceffity, and the Necefiity we were under, as well as 
the Unfeaibnableneis of the Time, were both owing to our 
Minifler's MifcondufL Thefe Meafuies he was, or pre* 
tended (o be led into by the ridiculous Conceit of preferv- 
ing the Tranqaillity of Enrope, and the Peace of this Nati- 
on, at a Time when every Year, every Month was fur- 
nifluiig OS with a juft Caufe of War againd Spain, andcon- 
feqnently with a g(>od Reafon for difturbing the Tranquillit/ 
of Ear9pt, if we could, in order to have an Opportunity for 
taking oar Revenge of the Spaniards, without Danger of 
their being affifted by any other Power in Enr^. 

»74Q, til This, 
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Anno T4.Ge0.IT. This, my Lords, was the Condnft of Oar Mlniller in 
1740. Time of Peace ; and fmce the War began* I am fure it has 
been no way mended. After what the noble Duke, who 
mud be allowed to be a good Judge, had faid upon the 
Fubjed, I .was really furprized to hear it propofed, that this 
Houfe fhould acknowledge the Minifter^s great Wifdom, in 
refolving to carry on this juft and neceiTary War in the moll 
proper Places, and in the moil vigorous and efiednal Man- 
ner. I wifh the noble Lord had told as when the Minifter 
took this wife Refolution, or how it appears that any fuck 
Refolution has been yet taken. I am fure, it does not appear 
from any thing yet done in any Part of the Worki. Tlut 
Reibl ution ought certainly to have been taken, as foon as 
we refoived to begin Hoftilities, and we ought to have foe« 
gun Hodilities by carrying this Refolution into Execution : 
If we had done iOy Spain would have been obliged to fub- 
mtt before this Time : We might have put an £nd to the 
War by the firft Blow, if we had aimed it aright^ and given 
it in the moft vigorous and ef&dual Manner. 

fiat in (lead of this, my Lords, ue have done next to no* 
thing. It is now a Year and a half vfcry near, fince we 
ought to have begun Hoiliiities ; it is fifteen Months fince 
we ifTued Orders for Reprisals ; it is thirteen Months fince 
wc declared War : The War haT^ready coft us tiaec or 
four Millions, exclufive of the Lofs our Merchants have fuf- 
iered from Captures ; and as yet we have done nothing be- 
fides faking a few Ships, and deflroying a few Caftles. I 
am far from endeavouring to depreciate the Service done by 
Admiral Vernon at Porto Be/ and Q>agre ; it was a moil fig* 
nal and farprizing Service, confidering how he was provided ; 
but it is but a Trifle confidering what we might have done, 
and what he would have done, had he been properly pro* 
vided ; and I will venture to fay, it was neither intended 
nor expelled by our Minifler. Can we then acknowledge 
his great Wifdom in refolving to carry on the War in the 
moll proper Places, or in the moll vigorous and efie6bial 
Manner? I fay, my Lords, the Minifbr^s great Wifdom ; 
for this is what muft be intended to be meant by every Pa- 
ragraph in our Addrefs, that relates to any pafl Meafure^ 
In fuch Cafes, it is not his Majefty's, but his Minifler*8 
great WifHom we are to acknowledge ; and thus his Toiris 
without doors will be inftnidled to explain it to the People. 

If your Lordfhips mean no fuch Thing, I hope you will 
be cautious of giving them any fuch Handle ; for inflead of 
giving any Man a Pretence to fay, upon your Authority, 
that the War has been pufhed in the moll proper Places, or 
iQ the moft vigorous Manner, I think you ought, as foon as 
I pofflble. 



( 431 ) 
to cater into an Enquiry, why it lias yet been pa(h-* A1u1014.Geo.IL 
cd JB a vigorous and efie^ual Manner in no Place wiiatfoever. 1740. 
If we were in Danger at the Beginning of the War of having ^ 
aaodier Enemy, befides Sfaigy to engage with, it fhouid 
have been a Reaibn for our pufhing the War at the Be* 
gjnaiog vkh ail imaginable Vigour, and with all poifible 
Di^aacby in order to force the Spaniards to a Submifiion, or 
to reap ioae fignal and lafling Advantages for ourfel^es, be- 
fise that other Power could be prepared for affifting them. 
Alt wby ihould this Power be mentioned in our ^Addrefs ? 
Thcjr have nor yet declared againft us, and I am not for pro- 
loiciBg f«ch a formidable Power by Words ; for Words fome- 
timea iiritate mere than Deeds. If they ihould declare againft 
s, or if tb^ ihould attempt to prefcribe or limit the Ope- 
latiflH of bis Majefty's Arms, we miift ftand upon our own 
Legs. I hope we ib.ll fhew them that we are able to defend 
onridfca, and make them repent joining with our Enemies. 
They Inboar under feveral Diladvantages I could name, but 
as I am for Deeds, when they become proper, and not for 
Wcnb, which can never be proper, I fliall mention none of 
thoie Diftdvantages, becauie it might give Provocation, and 
cw be of no Service. However, 1 may mention one Advan* 
t^ they have over us : They have a Minifter that is not 
oaly ie4>e^ble, as they call it, but refpedled, both by the 
Fmk and the King. This is a great Advantage, for it is 
of mintae Lois to a Nation to be under the C(mdu£l of a 
!r hated and defoifed by the People : It deftroys or 
; oftleftone Half of their Power ; becaufe their £ne- 
in do more with Half than they can do with double 
the Force. Therefore if we ihould at laft be involved in a 
War againft Frana as well as Sfain^ I hope this Houic wiQ 
oie dkeir Endeavoura, to have our AiSkirs put under the Con- 
doAofthoie that have fome Credit and Eileem among the 
People, li this Houie fltould now begin to ufe Endeavours 
ki this Purpofe, it might perhaps prevent the Nation^s being 
a^ged in Inch a heavy and dangerous War ; for nothing 
cm more enooorage France to join againil us, than the little 
Vigov we have yet ihewn in the Proiecution of the War. 

I know, ny Lords, it has been faid, in Excufe for our 
not hawing puihed the War with more Vigour and Diipatch, 
dat we could not fpare any of the Troops we had on Foot at 
dbeBcgianisg of the War ; and that a Body of Land-Forces 
were font to the Wefi-him as foon as Troops could be raifed, 
ad a Seoadran and Tranfport Ships provMed for convoying 
aad taaa^orting them thither. Suppofe this were true, it is 
very bad Policy, in the preient Situation of the Affairs of 
Jwifr, to make uiq o£ the Argument. Does not every one 
1740. Lll 2 know# 
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iMno i4.Gco4Lknow, that this Nation cannot be invaded by a fftlt Force, 
1740. as long as we have a fuperior Fleet at Sea ? A numerous 
Land- Army cannot therefore be necdTary, unlefs the greateft 
Part of our own People be dlfaifeded ; and will any one iky, 
that we muft have at leaft 30,000 Men in Britain and /rr- 
land^ to fupport the government againft the DifafBe^ed ? 
Will this induce foreign States to pat a Confidence in the 
Ppwer of this Nation ? Will this give Weight to his Majef- 
tv*s Negotiations, or enable him to form a Confederacy for 
fupporting the Edance of Power in Europe? 

lAy Lords, the Revolution is a Proof, that when the People 
are generally difafieded, an Army is not to be depended on. 
If a fmall foreign Force fhould by any Means come fafe a- 
ihore in favour of the Di|^eded, both the People and the 
Army would join them, by which means thofe that haiben- 
ter'd into an Alliance with his Majefty, might meet with the 
fame Misfortune France met with, by joining in an Alliance 
with the late King James : They might thereby have the 
united Power of Britain thrown into the Scale againfl them. 
It is therefore a mod unwife, a moil wicked, and a rndk fidfe 
Infmuation to pretend, that out of 30,000 Men, the Nam- 
ber of regular Troops we had in Britain and Ireland vihssa the 
War began, we could not fpare 4 or 5000 to be fent dire^y 
to the Weft-Indies. And it i^ as unwife, and as falfe to pretend, 
that we could not i^ a few Weeks have provided a Number 
of Ships fuHicient for tranfporting them, and a Squadron fuf- 
ficient for convoying them. At the Time of the Revolution, 
the Dutch provided a Squadron of fifty Men of War, and 
Tranfports for 14,000 Men, of which a great Number was 
Cavalry, in three Months Time, for accompanying the 
Prince of Qrangt tp England, I fay, my Lords, in three 
Months Time ; for it was in July that the firfl Refolution to 
aflill the Prince of Ori?ff^f was taken by the States General, 
^d they prepared with fuch Expedition, that foon ^ter the 
Beginning of Odober^ a Fleet of 50 Men of War, 25 Fri- 
|;ates, 25 Firefhips, and near 400 Tranfports, with an Ar- 
my of I c,ooo Foot, and 4000 Horfe, were ready to fail, 
and adtually did fail, upon the 19th of that Month. If the 
Dutch were able to fit out fuch a Fleet in three Months, ihall 
it be pretended, will any one dare to infinuate, that the 
Britip Nation was not able to fit out a Squadron of 20 or 
30 Men of War, and Tranfports for 6 or 7000 Men, all In- 
fantry, in lefs than eighteen Months ? Thofe that make fuch 
Infinuations are, I am fure, more folicitous about making an 
Excufe for the Miniiler, than they are about the Charader of 
their Country, or the Credit of their Sovereign. 

Thua 
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Thus k apptan^ my Lords, that our prefent SttuatloQ, Ai]aoi4.Geo.ir« 
^gefOfw as k muft be confefled to be, is entirely owing to Z740. 
tfce Mifcondo^ of our Miniller ; and I (hall immediately '' 
ihew, that the prefent anlucky Situation of the Affairs dF 
Eurvfe IS chiefly owing to the lame Caufe. That the Affair^ 
of Earvfe are at prefent in a molt unfettled State, that the 
Balance of Power is in the moft imminent Danger, is con* 
fefled by the Friends of our Minifter, and is by them made 
an Arga6ient for our approving of his Condu^. How juft 
thb Argument is, I (hall leave to your Lordfhips to confider. 
The Affairs of Eurofi muft be re-fettled, the Balance of 
Power moft be re-ellablifhed, either by a moft difficult Ne- 
gotiation, or by a moft dangerous War ; and this Nation 
maft, in eitho* of theie Methods, have a principal Share. 
If by Negotiation, ihall we truH the Management of that 
Negotiation to thole, who have been for 20 Years negotiat- 
ing with Sfain^ and inftead of adjufting any one DilFerence 
between the two Nations, have rendered every one of them 
more perplexed, and have atlaft negotiated us into a War? 
If by War the Af&irs of Europe are to be re-fettled, (hall we 
tnift the Management of fach a dangerous War to thofe, 
who have for near 18 Months been carrying on a War a* 
gainft the languid and defencelefs Kingdom of Spain, with- 
out reaping any one Advantage to their native Country, or 
doing any notable Mlfchief to the Enemy ? The prefent un- 
lucky Sitttation of the A£&irs of Europe is, therefore, as 
ftrang an Argument as can be urged, for our enquiring into» 
infiead of approving the Coodu^ of our Miniflcr, and tor our 
declaring in our Addrefs upon this Occafion, as the noble 
Duke has defired, that we will exert ourfelves in our high 
Capacity of hereditary great Cbuncil of the Crown. 

If it conld be iaid, that our Miniiler has had no Hand in 
bringing the Affain of Europe into their prefent dangerous^ 
I may Giy dreadfiil Situation : If it could be faid, that their 
prefiait Situation is entirely owing to unforefeen Accidents, 
and not to any Error in his Condud ; yet his Condud with 
regard to Spain muft convince every impartial Man, that he 
neither knows how to condud a Negotiation, nor how to 
carry on a War. But can it be faid, that he has had no 
Share in bringing the Affairs of Europe into their prefent 
diftrefled Condition, or that this diftrelTed Condition is owing 
to any Accident? Can the Emperor^s Death be called an Ac- 
cident ? Can the Death of any Man be called an Accident I 
My Lords, it is a true and a common Proverb, Nothing is 
more certain than Death : The Time is uncertain, but the 
Event is infallible s and therefore common Prudence direds as 
to provide aa foon as pofiihle, againft every Misfortune that 

may 
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Ano T4.Geo JI. ^^7 enfue from a Perfen*8 Death. The HoQf€<£Jt$/iria be- 
1740- gan early to provide againft the Death of the late Emperor 
^ by the Pragmatic Sanftioai and if we had early enough 
taken proper M eafures for gaarantying that Settlement, the 
prefcnt unfortunate State of Ei^ifi might have been pre- 
* vented. The Pragmatic Sanation u far from being a late or 
a novel Invention ; it is founded upon the PaSfa C^menta in 
1 703, between Leopold^ and his two Sons, Jrfepb and Charles : 
They were fenfible of the Prejudice their Family would fuf- 
fer by a Division of its Dominions, they foreiaw the Danger 
that would enfue from a difputed Saoceffion, and therefore 
they agreed, that the Females as weU as the Males of tlidr 
Hpufe fhould be eftaUifhed in the Right of Primogeniture. 
In 1713, this Agreement was drawn into the Form of % 
Settlement or Enuil, and bud before the Emperor^s Council, 
where it was confirmed, and the Pragmatic SanfUon, the 
Name then given to it, eftablifhed. In i7ao» thisPra^a* 
tic Sandlion was received and confirmed by the States tii 
Jufiria^ and foon after, an Apf^cation was made to us for 
our Guarantee. We had then an Opportunity of getting the 
Affairs of Germany fo fettled, as would have prevented any 
Difputes ; but our prefent Minifler, who then began to have 
a great Influence upon all our Meafures* had, itfeems, laid 
it down as a Maxim, to preienre a clofe CorrefpondeaGe with 
the Court of France ; and therefore, left we fhould diibUige 
that Court, we abfolutely xefufed the Suit made to us by tlie 
(^ourt ofVtemiaf or to give onrfelves any Trouble about the 
Misfortunes that might be occafioned by the £mperer*s 
Death. 

This, my Lords, threw the Emperor into the. Arms of 
Spain^ and the Affront foon after put by the Court of France 
np(Hi that of Spain^ together with our Minifier*s refiifing the 
fple Mediation ofiered, for adjuiting all the DifFerenoes fob- 
filbing between Spam and the Emperor, which he relufcd 
like wife for Fear of diiobliging France^ made Spaing ready 
tp fly into the Arms of the Emperor, which produced the 
Tre.tty oi Vienna between thefe two Powers in 1725. I fhall 
fay nothing, my Lords, of the terrible Phantoms our Mini- 
|ier took Occafion from thb Treaty to frighten us with. The 
over-grown Power of the Houfe of Auftria^ and that vora- 
cious Creature Dvn Carlos ^ that was to fwsllow us all up, 
mufl be remembered by every Man that has Head or heard of 
the Tranfa£ik>ns of thofe Times. Nor fhall I trouble your 
Lordfhips with Remarks upon our Counter-Treaty of He^ 
nenjer^ which led us into fuch a Train of Blunders, Misfor* 
tones, and Expence ; becaufe it has been often and fufficient- 
ly expofed. I fh^ only obferve, that our Qondo^t after 

that. 
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tfaae» &r fine Yean* made it ItdpoffiUe far tkt Cmirt ofAiifiof 4. 6e«.ltih 

Fiam to make any farther Progrefs in the Pragmatic Sandi- , ^^4 ^:^ 

OB, or ia goarding agalaft the Misfortunes diat were like to ^ 

cnTae ufan the j^peror's Death. At laft, in 1731, our 

Idiutjer, in order to get out of a Snare he had led himfelf 

inCDy agreed at once to an abfolote Guarantee of the Prag-^. 

natic San^lioo, without taking the leaft Care to adjuft the 

Difimnces chat fubfiftcd between the Hode of Auftria an^ 

the other Prinoes of Gerwuaf^y and, I believe, witliout thtf 

Icaft Thought how he was to make good that Guaranteet- 

for even the Dutch were at firft no Parties to that Treaty t 

though they were afterwards pievailcd on to accede to it 

upon certain Conditiofts, by the goad Condud of a noblt 

Lord I have in my Eye. 

fiat the Difierenoe between the Dutch Condud and ours 
is, in this refped, very remarkable: We jump*d into this 
Guaxaaiee without obtaining, without, I believe, aflcing 
any one Advantage for ourielves, for the Reafon I have al- 
ready affigned. The Dntch ftood aloof for very near a Twelvo- 
noBth, and n^ade ufeof this Handle to obtain, both from 
the Emperor and us, almoft werf Favour they could afk. 
They «)t ns to interpofe, and to procure a Peace for them 
with the Jlgtrimt^ though it was very much our Intereft to 
have prevented it i and they got us to interpofe, and get a 
Difaence then fubfiiiing between them and Denmcrk, ac- 
commodated to their own Satisfadion^ though it was ouf 
latcrefl to have protraded that Difpnte. Thi^ got the Em- 
peror to fettle the Affair of Eaft-Fri/eiandy fo far as he could^ 
to their Liking ; and to give them a Security ' for the Pay- 
ment of a Sum of Money due to them on account of th« 
Buner in FUmdtrs^ bdides feveral other Advantages : An<t 
at laft they did not accede but upon Conditions, and not till 
after the Phigmatic SandUon had been guaranteed by the 
Diet of the Empire. Will any one fay, that the Dutch ara 
not as much concerned about preferving entire the PoiTeiHons 
of the Hboie of Auftria as we are ? Will any one fay, wK 
aie DOC as able to &mdupon our own Legs as the Dutch 9xt} 
We had, it is true, very little to aik from the Houfe of Aw- 
firia in £avoar of oorfelves ; but we might have obtained 
fbme CoBCefBom in favour of fome Princes, that would 
have made the Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sandion a leia 
knotty F<mit than it is like to prove. 

The Imperial Court having thus, as I have faid, my 
Loids, obtained the Guarantee of this Nation, they imroe- 
diateiy applied themfdves to the Diet of Ratifion^ and got 
the Pragmatic Sanation cflabliihed, and guaranteed by al- 
moft the nnanin)Otts Confent of the Princes and States of 

* the 
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4liiiioi4.Geo.ll,^e Enptre, even before the Dtacb had acceded to tha# 
'Zy^ Gnarantec, The Eledors Palatine^ Ban/aria f Saxony f 
and the little Bi(hop of Freyfengen^ whom the Duke of 
Bavaria got to join with them, were the only Princes that 
proteiled againil k : Of thefe the Ele^or of Saxcrty has iince 
joined in die Guarantee; and the others did not proteil 
againft it on Account of any Claim that either of them pre- 
tended to the Whole or any Part of the Dominions of the 
Houfe of Auftria^ but on Account of Hwigary and thoie 
other Aufirian Dominions being included in the Guarantee^; 
which were properly no Part of the Empire. 

From this Account your Lordfhips will fee, that the Eila* 
Uifhment of the Pragmatic Sandtion was long delayed, even 
in the Empire itfelf, by the Blunders of our Minifter, and 
by his moft nnaccountable Attachment to the Court of 
France, But this was not the fole bad Confequence of his 
Mifcondadl : The Pragmatic San£Uon was guaranteed, buc 
the Differences among the Princes of the Empire remained 
unadjufled, and no Care was taken for preventing Difpntes 
about the Eledion of an Emperor, in Cafe of the Death of 
the then Emperor, before the £mpire*s having chofen a King 
•f the Romans^ both which Points might have been fettled, 
if we had taken right Meafures for that Purpofe before 
guarantying the Pragmatic Sanation ; but as one Blunder 
generally leads a Man into a fecond, and from that to a 
third, our Miniiler was drove headlong into this Gua- 
rantee by a Blunder he had committed in the Treaty of 
Seville. 

This, my Lords, is one of the chief Caufes of the prefent 
dangerous State oi Al&irs in Ewpe^ and the other Caufe ia 
ftill more manifellly owing to his MifconduA. By his caule- 
lefsly picking a Quarrel with the Emperor, on Account of 
the Treaty at Fienna in 1725, and by the Meafures he took 
after the Treaty of Hanover^ he reflored and cemented an 
Union between the Courts of France and Spain, and threw 
a Bone of Contention between the Courts of Madrid and 
Vienna, which produced the War in 17^3 againd the Em- 
peror ; and by our InadUvity in that War, the Emperor wa^ 
divefted of the two Sicilies^ and the whole Dukedom of Lo^ 
tain annexed to the Crown of Frances and, which was 
worfe than either, not only a Diilruft, but a Sort of Refent- 
ment created in the Court of Vienna againil this Nation^ 
which makes me doubtful, whether the Death of the late 
Emperor was a Lofs or an Advantage to us. But whatever 
it was to the Nation, I am convinced, it was an Advantage, 
at leail a temporary Advantage, to our Minifter ; for while 
he continued in the AdminiAration of oar Affairs, and the 

Emperor 
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Emperor lived, France knew we could expefl no AfliftanceAnn014.Gco.II. 

from the Court of Vienna. This left them at full Liberty '74o- 

to join with Spidn againft us j and they would probably ' 

have done fo before this Time ; but by the Emperor^s Death 

their Attention was drawn another Way, which made them 

fafpend declaring agiinil us. The Emperor's Death W2s, 

therefi>re, a temporary Advantage to our Minifter i but if 

we do not now play our Cards very dextrouflv, which, f 

am pcrfuadedy it is not in his Power to do, this temporary 

Advantage may «nd in the Thraldom of Europe^ aud the 

Ruin of this Nation. 

I hope^ my Lords, I have now fliewn, that whatever 
Danger there may be in the prefent Situation of the Affairs 
of Europe^ it is entirely owing to the Mifcondudt of the Mi- 
nifter, whofe Meafures we are now deiired implicitly to ap- 
prove of; but though I muft allow the Danger to be great, 
yet if this Nation afts with tolerable Pruder4ce and Vigour, 
I do not think it near fo great as it has been reprcfented ; 
and therefore I cannot think it was right to mention the 
Emperor's Death in the Mmner in which it is mentioned in 
his Majefty*s Speech. We ought not, in fuch an anticipated 
Manner, to foggeft Jealouiies and Fears about the Balance 
of Power and the Liberties of Europe. The Pragmatic 
Sandion is a Security againft all Attempts upon either. Let 
us confider« my Lords, that the Pragmatic SanfUon was but 
lately goarantyed by France {or a very valuable Confideratioir; 
and that no Power in Europe will attempt any thing againft 
that Settlement without the Afliftance of France. If the 
prefent French Minifters (hould begin to a6t againft what 
they goarantyed fo lately as in the Year 173^, it would 
tender them as odious as the French Miniftry was in Le*wis 
the XI Vth's Time, which at laft raifed fuch a Confederacy 
againft that Nation, as made their Grand Monarch tremble 
upon his Throne. Such a barefaced Breach of Faith would 
hang like a Load of Iron about their Necks: It would draw 
the Iron of all the Powers of Europe upon them ; and there- 
fore I cannot believe they will attempt any fuch thing, unlefs 
they are prompted to it by a fuppofed Timidity or Perplexi- 
ty in the Cbonfels of this Nation. This they may perhaps, 
from oar late Condudl, have fome Ground to fuppofe ; and 
for this vtTj Reafon, we ought to agree to the noble Dnke^f 
Motion, in order to (hew them that our future Counfels are 
to flow finom a very di£ferent Foontain. 

Dokc of Newcitfite. 
My Lords, 

If the prefent Crifis of Affairs did not^ in my Opinion, Dukeof M«nr- 
reqoire from us fome thing extraordmary upon this Occafion, ^"Z^'* 

1740. M m m I (hould 
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Anno 14.Geo.II. I fbould mod readily agree to the noble Duke^s Motion, be« 
'740. ^ caufe I think our Duty and Affcftion to his Majcfty cannot 
be more ftrongly or more cm^'hatically expreffed, than they 
are in his Motion ; but as fcveral C.rcumftances of Affairs 
abroad require from us fome parricular Expreflions of Duty 
and AfF<?clion ad^*ptcd to thole Circumftanccs, and as the 
noble Lord near me has taken care to make ufe of Exprefli- 
ons in his Morion extremely pfoper for this Purpofe, I muft 
be for our agreeing to the fccond Motion, though I have aU 
imaginable Regard for the firil, as well as I have for the 
noble Duke that made it. 

The Objections I have hitherto heard againft the fecond 
Motion arc all founccd upon a Suppofition, which, I think, 
cannot be drawn from any thing exprjeflfed in the Motion. 
It is fuppufcJ, my Lords, tliat the lecond Motion contains 
an impiicd Approbation of all our pall Meafures. I lieard 
the noble. Lcrd make it ; I afterwards heard it read over 
at your Tabic ; I have fmce read it over by myfelf with 
the utmoil Attention, and I proteft I cannot find fo much 
as an implied Approbation of any one Meafure lately tranf- 
a£ted. It contains indeed an exprefs Approbation of fome 
of his Majcfly's Kcfolutions, which he has been pleafed to 
mention to us in his Speech from the Throne ; but thofe 
Refolutions, call them his Majefly's or call them the Mini- 
fler's, which your Lordihips will, are fuch as, I am certain^ 
no noble Lord in this Houfe, nor any Man in the Nation, 
that wifhcs well to his Country, will difapprove.of. His 
Majefly hr4S toid us, that he is refolved to carry on the 
War in the moH proper Places, and in the moft vigorous 
and cffcclual M.inner; in Anfwcr to which the noble Lord 
propofcs, that we fhould acknowledge his Majefty's great 
Wifdom, and his Adherence to the true Intereft of his 
Kingdoms, in rcfolving to carry on the War in the mod 
proper Places, and in the moll vigorous and efFedual Man- 
ner. We arc not to thank his Majefty for having carried 
on the War in the moll proper Places, or in the moft vi- 
gorous and efFedual Manner; we are only to acknow- 
ledge his WifJora in having refolved to do fo : And is not 
this a right Rcfolution ? Is there any Man in the Kiagdoni 
will fay it is wrong ? 

By thij therefore we do not approve of any pafk Mea* 
fure ; we do not approve of any thing that has been done ; 
we only approve of what -his Majcfty refolves to do, 
and this every one of your Lordftiips muft approve of, 
whether you exprefs it in your Addrefs or no. It is the 
fame with regard to the other Refolution, and the only other 
Rcfolution referred to by any thing propofed in the fecond 
MotLn. His Majefty in his Speech has told us, that if 

- ' any 
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any oehcr Power (hould mterpoie, and attempt to prefcnbeAimoT4 Ceo. 1 1. 
or limit the Operations of Lis Arms, he is refolved not to 1710. 
be diverted or deterred by that or any other Incident, from 
tJioie juft or vigorous Meafurcs which he is purfuiiig, for 
siaiBCainiog the Honour of his Crown, and the undoubted 
Rights of iiis People ; and in Anfwcr to this, it is propofed 
by the fecond Motion, that we fhould acknowledge liit) M.ijcf- 
t/'s Wifdom, and his Adherence to the true JnccrcJl of hfs 
Kingdoms, in not fufFering himfelf to be diverted or deterred 
from carrying on the War in the moft proper Places, and 
in the moft vigorous and ciFedual M.mncr. Is this fo much 
as an implied Approbation of any late Meafure, or of any 
thing that has been done ? Is it any more than an Approba- 
tion of his Majefty's Refolution not to fufr^T himfelf to be 
diverted or deterred ? And is not this a Refolution that every 
Wcll-wiftier to this Kingdom muft approve of? 

The other Parts of his Lordftiip's Motion contain nothing 
but Aflbraticcs, and, I think, very proper and very neccf- 
fary Affarances, of our concurring with and fupporting his 
Majefty in all proper Meafures, for vindicating and defend- 
ing his Majefty 's Dignity and Honour agiinfl any Infults, 
for fruftratjng any Defigns formed againft u5, and for main- 
taining the Bilance and the Liberties of Europe, Therefore, 
my Lords, the late Condud of our Minifters, or if your 
Lord&ips pleafe, the Minifter, has nothing to do in^this 
I>d»tc, nor is it abfolutely neceffary to anfwer any of the 
Objeftions that have been made to it; but as I think my 
fclf pcHbnaliy concerned, I hope your Lordfcips will forgive 
me, if I endeavour to vindicate fome of thofe Meafures that 
have been found fault with, efpecially as I am refolved, in 
coing (b, to take up as little of your Lordfliip's Time as 
poffibie. The noble Lord that fpoke laft, whofe Know- 
ledge in political AfFairs is very extenfive, and whofe Jadg- 
ment I (hall always have a great Regard for, has been plea- 
fed to inform us of a Fad which, I confefs, I was before an ut- 
ter Stranger to. As I do not pretend to any great Knowledge 
cf thofe Affairs in which I have had no Concern, I Ihall 
readily own, that I knew nothing of any Application's hav- 
ing fcen made to us by the Court of l^ienna, for our 
Guarantee of the Pragmatic San^^ion, fo early as foon after 
the Year 1720. But if fuch an Application w.is made, and 
wc at that Time refifed the Requeft, I cannot think it 
vris for the Reafon the noble Lord has been pie a fed to 
aiTigit : There might be feveral other Re-afOns, and even the 
noble Lord himfelf has been pleafcd to hint fomething of 
what was, I believe, the true Reafon. At that Time there 
^ere fevcra! Differences fubfifting between the Court of 
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Annoj4.Geo.n. Hertna SLtkd fome of the other Powers of £0^^, particolar- 
1740. ly Spain, Wc perhaps thought the Court of Vienna a little 
intra^able, as has often been the Cafe, and that there- 
fore it was proper for us to delay yielding to their Requeft^ 
till we (hould get them to make fuch Conceffions as might 
enagage other Powers, particularly Spain^ to join with us in 
that Guarantee. If this was the Reafon for our refiiiing 
our Guarantee at that Time, it was a very prudent Reafon, 
even according to the noble Lord^s Method of argubg ; and 
it is more probable, that this was our Reafon, than that any 
unaccountable Attachment to the Court of France could be 
the Caufe of our delaying at that Time to guaranty the 
Pragmatic Sandion. 

However, my Lords, it is very probable the Court of 
Vienna conceived a Refcntment againlt us upon that Account, 
which Refentment was foon after very much heightened by 
the Difpute about the Oftend Company ; and as Spain had 
likewiie a Refentment againft us, on Account of our re- 
fufing to deliver up Gibraltar^ which, they faid, the late 
King had promifed, this joint Refentment threw thefe two 
Courts into the Arms of one another, and made them join 
in thofe unjuft and dangerous Engagements, which they 
entered into by the fecret Articles of the Treaty concluded 
at Vienna xn 1725. Thefe Engagements, my Ix>rd5, made 
it necefTary for us to concert and conclude the Treaty of 
Hanoven and when by that Treaty^ and the wife and 
vigorous Meafures we took in Purfuance of it, both the 
Emperor and Bfain faw it was not in their Power to hurt 
us, or tofupport the OftendTxTAt in Defiance of us, or, \^ 
ihort, to carry any of their Projeds againft us into Execu- 
tion, the Court of Vienna found it necefiary to reconcile 
themfelves to us by facrificing their 0^^^ Company, and 
the Court of Spain by giving up the Preteniions they nnade to 
Gibraltar, VVe had then an Opportunity to reconcile our- 
felves with both thefe Courts, which it is always our In- 
tered to do as foon as we can upon reafonable and honour- 
able Terms ; and to reconcile them with one another, which 
it is the Intereft of Europe as well as ours to have done, 
provided that Reconciliation be founded upon a Defign to 
preferve, and not to diilurb the Tranquillity of Europe. This 
we did by getting the Emperor to confcnt to the Introduction 
of Spanijh Troops into Italy, and by getting Spiun to join . 
with us in the Guarantee of the Pragmatic SandUon^ both 
which we accomplilhed in the Year 1731. 

Thus, my Lords, it rppears, that our Delay in guaranty- 
ing the Pragmatic Sandion, was not owing to any Mifcon- 
duel in our MiniAers^ but to the Mifcondu^ of the Court of 
z Vienna^ 
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Vwma^ In letting ap an Eaft-InMa Company at Ofltnd^ con- Anno i4.Ge«.II. 
tiarf to the Tide by which they held the l^ethtrlands^ and 1740. 
inentenng into fach Engagements .with 5/A/ff, as could not 
bat raiie the Indignation, as well as Refentment of this 
Nation. The Haughtioefs and Obftinacy of that Court are 
well known : It required a long Time as well as vigorous 
Meafiires to prevail with them to make proper and juit 
CoQoeffions to us, to the Duhby and to the Spaniards. A% 
ibon as we found them willing to do this, we guMrantyed 
the Pjag;niatic SanAion : The Court of Spain very loon aUcr 
did the iame ; and if the Dutch did not immediately come 
into that Guarantee, it was owing to their Form of Govern- 
ment, which made it necelTiry for us to lead the Way, in 
order to furnifii an Argument to chat Party amongll them 
that were for the Guarantee, for prevailing with tiiofe that 
were againfl it. 

But, fappofe, my Lords, the Dutch had abfolntely re- 
fufed to guaranty the Pragmatic Sandlion; fuppoie they 
did not or would not fee their real Intereil, was that a Rea- 
i£» for tts to negled ours ? Suppofe they lie by, or perhaps 
2&& in overturning the Liberties of Europe^ would that be a 
Reafon for us to do the fame ? We were therefore in the 
Right to agree to that Guarantee, as foon as we found the 
Court of Vienna ready to do what was proper for that Pur- 
pofe ; and if any Difputes remained among the Princes of the 
Empire, if no Method was fettled for preventing Difputes a* 
bout the ElefUon of an Emperor, it was owing to the Na- 
ture of Things, and not to any Mifcondu£l in us ; for if the 
Guarantee had been delayed, till all thefe Matters fiiould 
be iettled, I am convinced, it would never have been 
agreed to. Thefe Difputes might have remained, but the 
Pragmatic Sanftion's being guarantyed by the Empire, by 
Mufitnjy, by Spain, and by Great Britain t if all the Par- 
ties had been fmcerc, and the Qoxxnoi Vienna fatisiied with 
the Security they had obtained, would huve prevented any 
Power in Europe from daiing to dillurb the Tranquillity 
thereof, on Account of any of thofe Difputes. But the In- 
fincerity of Spain, which loon afterwards appeared, could 
neither be forefeen nor provided againil ; ncr could it be 
imagined, that the Court of Vienna would enter into a Con- 
cert with Mufco^ for over- awing the Elc^ion, and forcing 
a King upon the Republic of Foland. 

This, my Lords, leads n;e of courfe to confiJcr our Con- 
duft when the War broke out between France and the Em- 
peror. It is very ccrrain, that War was occafioned by 
the Condud of the Court of Vienna with regard to the 
A&ir oi Pdattd', and we are here to coniider, that the only 
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Ajno«4 Geo.ll. Danger oF haying onr domeiUc Tranquillity intermpted bf 
i74<?« an Inforredion or Jnvafion ; and I am fure, the beft Way 
'for enabling ourfelvcs to profccute the War Abroad with 
Vigonr, is to preferve the Tranquillity at Home with 
Care. 

fittt fuppofe, my Lords, we could have fpared ibme of 
our Land-Forces, we could not get Seamen enough at £rft 
for fitting out all the Squadrons we had occafion for, and 
for providing a fufRcient Number of Tran^ort-Ships. We 
had been for a long Time in profound Peace, for which, I 
jthink, we ought po thank our Minifters, though feveral 
Lords feem now to be of a contrary Opinion. We had 
feldom, for many Years, had occafion to iit' out any great 
Number of Men of War ; by which our national Stock of 
ISeamen come by Degrees to be reduced to a Namber 
fcarcely fufficicnt for carrying on our Trade, and for Man- 
ning the Number of Ships of War we nfually keep in Com- 
miiiion in Time of Peace. At the Beginning of this War 
we were obliged to keep one very i&ong Squadron upoa 
X)ur own Coaits, efpecially as Spain was a^hisilly preparing 
to invade us, and as we were not very fure what another 
Power might do, if we had laid ourfelves open to an Jnva- 
fion : We were obliged to employ a great many Ships of 
War for convoying and proteding our Trade ; and we 
were obliged to keep a ilrong Squadron in the MuHterra^ 
man for protecting Gibraltar and Minorca^ efpecially the 
latter, which was adlually threatened with an Attack. 
Thefe Preparations, which were indi^nfable for our own 
Defence, made it impofiible for us to provide, at the very 
Beginning of the War, fuch a powerful Squadron, and fuch 
a Number of Tranfports, as were neceifary for making u 
vigorous Attack upon the Enemy in the Wejl-Indies. This 
was at the very Beginning of the War refolv'd on ; Prepa- 
rations were made for it with the utmoft Expedition ;, and 
if the Fleet had met with a fair Wind as fcon as it was 
ready, we might perhaps, before now, have heard fome 
joyful Accounts of its Succefs. 

I have now, I think, my Lords, anfwered all the Ob- 
jections that have been made to our Condudl, or to the 
Motion which the noble Lord was pleafed to propofe ; and 
(hall conclude with giving my Reafons for preferring his 
Motion to that made by the noble Duke. 

My Lords, 1 am far from finding fault with any of the 
Exprefllons contained in the noble Duke's Motion • and I be- 
Jieve, if they are underftood in the Senfe he meant them, 
Jio Objcdion can be made to any one of them. How- 
ever, 1 mvi& obferve^ that there are fome Words in what 

hi 



( 445 ) 
he ktf propftfed^ iritich, I thinks in Prudence oi^ht to beAaiioi4..Geo.lT4 
left oaC^ becaufe they may be mifunderfiood ; and if they i74<^* 
i]MMzki» it would of coorfe oocafion a Breach between tJie 
cwo Hoofes, wbich, in the pfcient Coxyundore^ would be of 
the mofl fatal Confeqaence. When 1 fay this, 1 am per- 
faaded cveiy oee of your Lordfliips fuppolles, that I mean 
the Words, *^To which all other Cdonciis ate fubordinatB 
and accountable.** This Expreflkmis (b general, that I am 
afraid it ^ay be mifanderftood by the other Hoaie. I am 
convinced the noble Dake does not mean any fuch thing, 
bat I am afinud, flxnild we make nfe of fitch an Exprel.^ 
£oa in oor Addrefs, the other Houfe would fuppofe, wo 
thereby meant to afiert fome fort of Jurifiiiftion over 
them, wliich would of courfe make thrai inM upon an 
Expiaaadoa ; and the two Moufes might very probably ' 
diiagrce about the Terms of this Explanation* 

Theidbre, my Lords, if we were to mgnt to this Mo- 
tion, I think an Amendment ought to be made, by leaving 
out thefe Words, before we agree to it; but I think the 
Whole, as wdl as this particular Expreffion, is too general. 
I ihall admit that the noble Duke^ fo far as he goes, has 
ezpfcfibd himielf, ai he always does, in the ftrong^ and 
deucft Terras j and lor this Reafim, I hope^ your Loidfliips 
will avoid putting a Negative upon the Motion: But tho 
pxeiioit Conjunfbire of ASairs, both foreign and domeftic^ 
is fo critical, that we ought not to OMitent ourielves with 
geoenl E3qpreirions of Duty and Affedion to our Sovereign^ 
however firong, however clear thofe Expreifions may be* 
HisMajefty has in his Speech repeated to us his Refdution to 
profecuto Che War in themoft proper Places, and in the moil 
vigoions and eSednal Mannar : This is a rif^t Refoiution^ 
and our approving of it in a iiarticular Manner* will havo 
great Weight with our dedarea Enemies, in making them 
refolye to fubmit betimes to reafonable Terms. His Majef' 
ty has m }n» Speech infinnated fome Danger of anodier 
Powser^s attempting to limit the Operations of War againft 
oor dedand Enemies^ but that he is reibived not to be di- 
verted or deterred ftom thofe juft and vigorous Meafures he is 
purffting : This is a right Refolution, and our approving of 
it in a particular Manner will certainly be of great Advan- 
tage to the Nation t it may alter the Relolutions of our fe- 
cret Enemies i when they fee that both the King and Parlia- 
ment of Grtsi Britaim are refolved not to be diverted or de* 
terred from profiscuting the War in the moil proper manned 
&r bringing it to a fpeedy and happy Iflne, it may prevent 
their daring to attempt what they are at prefent perhaps re- 
idlved to attempt; and oor deckred Enemies being thus ten** 
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Annoid.Gco.U, ^^^^^ deWtutc of all Hopes of Saccour from oor fecrct Enc- 

1740. mies, they will immediately think of avoiding the Storm 

C* ■^^>*«iiiJ whidi, they will then fee, can be avoided no other Way, 

but by a fpyedy Submiffion to what they themfelves muft con- 

fefs to be reafonable. 

Thus, my Lords, with regard to our own Al&irs, it will 
be of great Advantage to the Natiort, and therefore I think 
it abfolutely necef&ry for iis to give his Majefty upon this 
Occafion, in a particular manner, our Thanks for the vigo^ 
rous Refolutions he has taken, and the ftrongeft and mod 
particular AfTurances, that we will ftand by and fupport him 
in thofe Refolutions. And with regard to the Affairs of Eu- 
ropey can we at fuch a critical Conjundture omit to affure Iiis 
Majefty, that we will ftand by and fupport him» in adhering 
to the Engagements he is under, for maintaining the Balance 
and Liberties of Europe^ on the Event of the late Emperor^s 
Death ? We know, my Lords, what a brittle Thing a Treaty 
is, let it be never fo folemn. The Pragmatic Sandion is, 
it is true, guarantyed ; but to thofe that are wiUing, the 
EleAion of an Emperor may probably fumifli a Loop-hole 
for getting out of that Guarantee ; and our negle£bng upon 
this Occafion to return a proper Aniwer upon this SuUe^, 
would (hew fuch a Lukewarnmefs in the Parliament of Ureat 
Britain^ with regard to the Balance and Liberties of £«n^, 
as might very much encourage thofe who are already too 
willing to encroach upon both. For thefe Reafons, my 
Lords, I think we ought to take Care, in our Addrefs upon 
this Occafion, to return a proper and a particular AnCwer 
upon each of thefe Heads ; and as the noble Lord,, in the 
Motion he has been pleafed to make, has exprefted himfelf 
in the handfomeft manner upon each of thefe Heads, I muft 
give it the Preference to that made by the noble Duke ; but 
as the latter, fo far as it goes, is fo genteely, and at the 
fame Time fo warmly expreifed, I would not have a Nega- 
tive put upon it ; and therefore, in order to come at the 
fecond Motion, I ihall take the Liberty to move your Lord- 
fliips for the previous 'Queftion with regard to the firft. 
E2AofCbefterfieid. 
My tords, 
Tarl of |C^/<r. As I never did, as I hope I never fliall defire to fcreen 
fit.d, myfelf, or any of my Friends behind the Throne, I ftiall al- 

ways be cautious of bringing his Majefty^s Name into any 
Debate in this Houfe ; but upon this Occafion I muft be 
more cautious than ufual, becaufe in this Debate it is impof- 
fible to argue with that Freedom which becomes a Member 
of this Houfe, without taking fuch Liberties with our paft 
Meafures, and what are (aid to be our prefent Refolutions, 
1 » 
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as woqU ill fak with the Name of Majefty : Therefore, j^j^g^ i4.Geo.If« 
when I talk of Meafures or Refolations, I (hall ^o what 1740. 
every Lord in this Houfe ought ; I fliall fubftitute the Name ^^NT^J 
MiEifter infiead of MajeAy, and I hope your Lordfhips will 
do me the Juftice: to fuppofe, that whatever I may fay, how- 
ever I may exprefs myfelf, it is far from my Heart to in- 
tend the leaft Refle£lion upon my Sovereign. 

I ihall Iikewife« my Lords, be at all Times extremely cau- 
tious of giving Praife, either to the Meafures or the Refolu- 
tions of Minjfters ; becaufe their Meafures are ^ often wrapt 
Bp in fnch Clouds, that I cannot clearly difcern them, and 
their iecret Refolutions are too often contrary to their open 
Frofeinons. But when I fee Minifters begging hard for a 
litde Incenfe, and endeavouring to have a Motion rejedled, 
with which even they themfelves can find no Fault, in order 
to make Room for Encomiums which they themfelves have 
prepared, I (hall always then be for denying their Requeft, till 
I have examined into their Merit. Latet anguis in herha, I fliall 
then think a nioft reafonable and neceflary Sufpicion, and 
therefore I fhall be for turning over, and fearching narrow- 
ly mto the Weeds under which the Serpent may lie con« 
cealed, before I fet a Foot in any of thofe Steps which they 
defiremetotread. 

As the Minifler^s Refolutions are chiefly the Subjed^ of this 
Debate, it is proper I fhould begin with them ; and here, 
my Lords, I mull x>bferve, that it is very unufual, if not 
unprecedented, for this Houie to thank or applaud any Mi- 
njfler for his Refolutions. I have heard of Miniflers, Ge« 
nerals, and even private Men getting the Thanks and Ap- 
plaofes of this Hoafe for important Services rendered to 
their Country ; but I do not remember to have ever heard 
of any Man's getting the Thanks of either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment for a Refolution, he faid, he had taken. Therefore, 
fo far as I remember, what is now defired of os muft be al- 
lowed to be without Precedent ; but this I fhould have no 
great Concern about, if I thought it would likewife be 
withoat Confequence. The neceSary ConH^uence of our 
acknowledging the Wifdom of any Refolution will be this : 
The World will from thence fuppoie, that we were fuBy con- 
vmoed of the Miniller*s having taken fuch a Refolution ; and 
if it (hoald afterwards appear from his Condud, that he 
had never taken any fuch Refolution, what will the World 
think of our Penetration and Integrity ? They mufl condemn 
either one or t'other ; they will, probably, condemn both ; 
and of what fatal Confequence this may be to that Charac- 
ter which we ought to preferve both at home and abroad, I 
IhaU leave your Lordfhips to judge. 
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AlUlo i4.Geo.n. After what is premifcd, Ilball bfg Leave, my Lords, to 
. i74o« exaroine'^ the Refolutions which the Miniftcr tells us he has 
taken. He lays, he has reidlved to pr(/fecute the War in the 
. moft proper Places, and in the moil vigorous and efie^al 
manner. My Lords, he told us the fame thing at the Clofe 
of lail Scffion : Can any one fay, that it has iince been pro- 
fecuted in any Place, or in any Manner f We muft therefore 
conclude, either that the Refolution was not then taken, or 
that it has (ince been altered ; and is this a Reafqn for our be- 
lieving that it is now taken, and that it will be purfued, only 
becauie he fays fo ? A formidable Squadron with a Fleet of 
Tranfports has now failed, very latdty, my Lords; but it ia 
not the firil Time he has fent Out formidable Squadrons to do 
nochin?. As the fame Minifter formerly fent out a Squadron 
to permade the Spaniards to give up their Ships, this Sooa- 
dron may perhaps be fent out to perfuade the SfamarJs to 
give up their Settlements, and their Perfuafions will, I am 
convinced, have as little EfieA. I therefore wifh your Lord- 
ihips wotdd fufpend your Acknowledgments, till you arp 
convinced of the Refolution's being taken, by iu Effects. I 
am fure, from the Mini(ter*s pail Conduct, your Lordflups 
have no Reafon to believe, that he will ever profecute any 
War, or any foreign Meafure in which there is the leaft Diffi- 
culty , with Vigour and Effect. After the Treaty of Hiaimotr^ 
he profecuted a War againft the S poniards ^ or at kaH he allowed 
them to profecute a War againft this Nation, for above 
two Years : Did he on his Part profecute it With Vigour or 
Effect ^ He has been negotiating with the Spaniards ever fince 
the Treaty of SewlU^ about obtaining Satisfaction for paft 
Injuries, aiid Security againft future : They indeed, during 
moft of that Time, profecuted their Depredations with Vigour 
and Effect ; but can it now be faid, that he negotiated with Vi- 
gour or Effect ? He has now been profecuting open Hoftilities 
againft Spain for near feventeen Months : Has he yet done 
any Thing ? Has he attempted any Thing that, had it provM 
iticcefsful, would have compelled that haughty and obftinate 
Nation to fubmit to equitable Terms ? D^ not the World 
know» does not the World ftand amazed, that we have not 
as yet done any Thing ? Does it not feem as if fome malign 
Planet hung over our Counfels, and retarded or difappointcd 
every vigorous Refolution ? And fliall we upon an hfi Dixit 
acknowledge the Wifdom of fuch a Minifter, in revolving to 
profecute the War in the moft proper Places, and in the moft 
vigorous and effedual manner? 

Another Refolution, my Lords, which we are to acknowr 
ledge the Wifdom^ and thereby confd^ th^ Truth of^ is» that 
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nor Miniffcer has rdblved not to be diverted or deterred from Anno 14.G60.II* 
thcjaSt and vigorous Meafures he has refblved to purfue, by >74o. 
the Attempts of any Power whatfbever to limit, or prefcribe ^ 
Booods to our warlike Operations. Here, my Lords, are 
two Fads which wc are to affirm the Truth of, without the 
leaft Ground but the Minifter^s Ipfi Dixit, We are to affii'm, 
that dome foreign Power threatens, or feems inclined to at* 
tempt to limit the Operations of the War on our Side ; and 
we are to afirm, that oor Minifler has refolved not to be 
diverted or deterred by thofe Threats or Appearances. 
Tkefe axe two Fadb which we are to affirm the Truth of, at 
kaft the whole World will conclude, that we believe them to 
be tme^ if we fhould agree to what the noble Lord has pro* 
poled ; and I wiih the noble Lord that nuuie the Motion, or 
any other I^rd, would (hew me, what parliamentaiy Au- 
thority we have for believing either. 

Our Gazettes, I know, my Lords, have told us, that the 
trtnch kave fent two Squadrons to the Weft-Indies ; and from 
the Nature of Things we may fuppofe, that they will en- 
deavqnr' to limit our warlike Operations againft Spain^ be- 
caufe it is their Intereft to do fb, if they find they can do it 
without expofing themfelves to great Danger. J^ut is a com- 
mon News-Paper an Authority upon which we can found any 
Refolation ? My Lords, as Members of this Houfe, we do 
not know that they have Tent ft Ship to the Weft- Indies ^ nor 
do we know that they have ever made the leaft Infinu- 
ation of their being reiblved to interpofe in the War between 
us and Spain ; and, I am fure, it is no Compliment to our 
MlnUt^ CO imagine that they will dare to interj^fe, becaufe 
we ffluft grant that he has negotiated to very little Purpofe, 
if the Fremb have any Ground to think that they may fup- 
port Spedn in fuch an unjuft War againft this Nation, with- 
oat expofing themfelves to any great Danger. We have 
therefere no parfiamentary Authority for believing that the 
Fraeb will attempt to limit our Operations of War againil 
^pmim^ nor have we any Authority from the Nature of Things, 
wichoat fuppoiing that the Miniver deferves to be cenfurcd^ 
infkead of having his WifUom acknowledged. 

Bat fuppofe, my Lords, we had a parliamentary Autho* 
rity for believing, that the Trench have fent their Squa- 
drons to the Weft' Indies t and that they have fent them thi- 
ther with a Defign to limit our Operations againfl Spain^ as 
they have not yec openly and publicly declared their Defign, 
I think, it would be wrong in us to take Notice of it in our 
Addrefs : I think it was wrong to put any Words relating to 
it into his Majefty*s Speech. It is a fort of BBafUng, which 
is never right cither in public or private Life. Let tts do. 
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Ajmy 14. Geo 11- to an (men Ruptore with the Emperor t becade their Cotti?* 
1740. ^ pany, by leffening their Profits for a few Yean, might have 
ruined the Ofli/tl Company, without engaging their Go» 
vernment in the Difpute. But as the Ojlend Company would 
have interfered very much with the FrenJ^ Mia Tr^de, then 
in its Infancy, and as oor Minifter was under the Influence 
of the Court of France , he was prevailed on to repreient the 
OfienJ Company, as an ASdix of the utmoft Confequence to 
this Nation^ and to make it a Conditioner ^»tf Mom'm the 
Continuacion or Renewal of our Friendlhip with the £mr 
pcror. 

There was therefore no one Reaibn in the Worlds beiides 
the Influence of the Court of France^ that could induce this 
Nation to conclude the Treaty of Hanover \ and mi|ch lefs 
was there a Reafon for our taking thofe Meafures afterwards 
which put this Nation to fo great £xpence» run it into fuck 
k Labyrinth of Negotiations, created an open Rupture be- 
tween us and SpMM^ and had like to have led us into a War, 
in Conjun&ion with France and Spain^ againll the Emperor^ 
If the Defign of the Treaty of Vienna had be^n to attsuJc 
this Nation or the Dutch^ we were fufEciently provkied for 
our Defence, and even fbr a£ifling the Duich, without pai» 
tine ourfelves to any new Expence, till after the Attack 
had been begun } and if the Ddign of that Treaty was to 
attack the French^ I am fure it was none of oujr Bufincft to 
prevent it. 

I was really furprized to hear the noble Duke ai£brt, that 
by the Treaty of Seville the Spaniard gave up their Pre* 
tcnfions to Gibraltar. By that Treaty, my Lords, tkey 

fave up nothing; all their Difputes with us, and dll the 
retenfions they had fet up againll us» were left in Snfpcsnce 1 
and we exprefly yielded up a Point which was of the mod 
pernicious Confequence to the A&irs of Europe, and was a 
new Demonih^tion of the Influence the Court of France ha4 
over our Minifter* I mean the Introdn6kion of Spani/3^ 
Troops into 1/afy, which we not only coniented to, but en- 
gaged to a&fl in making it good. This was like to have 
engaged us in a War againft the Emperor } and to avoki 
this, which our Minifter forefaw, no Brit^ FdAv^aent 
could be prevailed on to approve, he was led on to the 
precipitate and ill-conduded Treaty with the Emperor in 
1731, by which be guarantyed the Pragmatic Saa^xm in 
the moll abfolute Terms, and engaged in a defenlive Alli- 
ance with the Emperor, as exprefsand general as any that 
could be concluded. 

This Treaty doodin full Force in the Year 1733. Tb« 
Emperor had done nothing I know of to difoblige us : There- 

fore^ 
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&rf, (okiMw^lietlier we were obliged to a^ him at that Anno T4.Ge0.II.. 

Tune, when he was attacked by franct^ Spain^ and Sardi- ^ J740. 

M, we mxA confider the AfLirs of Poland, which, the 

fi«K^ pretended, were the Caufe of that Attack. I fhall 

aot enter into the Difpate, whether Auguftus or Stanifians was 

duly defied King of Poland: Perhaps neither of them was ; 

bat this I will fay, that it was of dangerous Confequence to 

the Balance of Eur9pi to have Stanijlaus m the quiet PoiTef- 

£q& of that Crown ; therefore we ought to have concurred 

with the Emperor in all peaceable Methods for preventing 

liis Eledion ; and if the Emperor brought a War upon him- 

feif by what we either did or ought to have concurred with 

him in, I think we were in Honour bound to ailift him« 

even tho* there had been no defeniive Alliance between us. 

Sot the Point of Doty was not then the only Point we had 

to coofider ; the Point of Intereft was of greater Weight ; 

and amfidoring the Difputes we then had with Spain^ it was 

our Intereft at any Rate to preferve a clofe Correfpondence 

with the Court of VUtma. The Prefervation of the Balance 

of Power in Ewrtft was not then the only Attachment we 

had to that Court : Our own immediate Safety was another 

and a ftrooger Attachment. We might have forefeea what 

we are now fo much afraid of} we might then have fore* 

ioen the Danger of having Prance and ^ain united in a War 

againft os ; and therefore, for our own inmiediate Safety, 

we ought to have fupported at any Rifk our Alliance with 

the Coort of Vienna^ unlefs we were refolved to bear with 

the Infbhs and Depredations of ^ain, as long as they had a 

mind to oontinde them ; which was, perhaps, the Refolu- 

tion of oar Minifter, and a Refolution he feemM refi>lv*d to 

iaod to, if the Spirit of the Nation had not forced him to 

alter it. 

The War therefore is no Proof of any Alteration in hit 
Condod, farther than he is forced to by the Spirit of the 
People ; and the Profecution hitherto gives fome People a 
Sofpidon, that he defigned it rather as an Amufement for 
oorown People^ than as a Method for compelling the Ene- 
my to do as JdBce : At leaft, I am fure, we have as yet 
no Proof of his not being diverted or deterred, by the 
Menaces of Franci^ from profecuting the War in a vigorous 
and tSeOasl Manner; and as I have ihewn, that in other 
Parts of his Coodnd, he has been often deterred by the 
Court of Frtmet from doing what he ought to have done» 
and even influenced by them to do what he ought not to 
have done, I think we onght to wait for fach a Proof be- 
fore we make him any Acknowledgments npon that 
Head. 

1740^ O09 fof 
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An1M4Gco.II. For this Reafon, my Lords, I cannot agree to dtttPere 
^^'^ of the noble Lord's Mption, which propofes our m^cing 
^*'^ Acknowledgments to thcMiniller for his Wifdom in the 
Kcfolations he has taken ; and as for the AfTuraoces propo- 
fed to be made to his Majefiy, I think they are aU contain- 
ed in what the noble Duke has propo(ed, and much more 
Urongly and fublimely expreHed. The Sublime is always 
Laconic ; and the ncble Duke has taken Care to escprefs 
himfelf in the moft Laconic, and the moft comprehen£ve 
Manner. I (hall never be againfl making the ihongeft Pro- 
feflions of Duty and AfFedlion to his Majelly ; but let us do 
it with Dignity : Zeal may fometimes carry Men too great 
a Length : I remember a Gentleman once faid in the other 
Houfc, he would facrifice his Life and Fortune, and more if 
it was neccff.ry, to the Service of his Sovereign. I do not 
fay there is any fuch Blunder in what the noble Lord has 
been plea fed to propofe ; but I think his Profeflions and Af- 
fnrances are a littie too much exaggerated, and by being ^ 
they are weakened. To aiTure his Majefty that we will 
ftand by him with our Lives and Fortunes, in the Profecn* 
tion of the jufl and necefiary War in which he is engi^ed, is 
as much as we can fay with regard to the preient War ; and 
if your Lordihips think it necefiary, you may tdd, or in 
any War in which his Majefty may be necei&rily engaged^ 
for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Eur&^, on the 
Event of the late Emperor's Death. 
The Lord CbolmonjUley, 
My Lords, 
lord CMmcnie^ ^ beiievc it wil( be found upon Examimtkm, diat no 
ity^ Ctiftom, good or bad, was ever introducM without fome 

Reafon ; and by enquiring into the Reafim or Canfe of any 
Cuftcm's bcJLg firft introduced, we may generally detennine» 
whether it be in itfelf good or bad. .TheCuftom, therefore, 
of returning in our Addrefs, a particular Arifwer to every 
Thing the King is pleafed to communicate to us by his 
Speech from the Throne, let it be a bad or a good Coiloni^ 
is not without its Caufe ; and that Caufe, I believe, is to be 
found among the many good Alterations that were made in 
our Conili.ution by the happy Revolotion. fiefbre that 
Time, our Kings were feidom very fond of Parliaments, 
fmd confequently not very fond of communicating their 
Meafures to them. They feidom commnnicaled to Par- 
liament, either what they had done, or what they intended 
%o do ; and no Wonder, for their Meafures were generally 
fuch, as they knew the Paiiiament would not sqpprove of. 
Whim this continued to foe the Cafe, there is nothing 
flrange in feeing the AddreiTes of both fioafes of Parliament 

coDoeivcd 
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coocaVed in general Terms ; for the Parliament could not Anno 14. Geo. I r« 

ddceod to Psnticulars, when nothing particuLr had been 1740- 

ftidtothcm in the Speech from the Throne. But as the ' 

pahlicMieafures, fioce the Revolution, have generally been 

fach as were defign'd, at leaft, for the public Goodj they 

haveheen particularly commnnicaced to Parliamenti at the 

Beginning of every Seffion, by the Sovereign's Speech from 

the Throne i and this, moft reafonably, I think, introduced 

ik Cufiom of our being a little more particular in our Ad> 

drefib, by way of AniWer to that Speech. 

Another Reaibn, my Lords, for introducing this Cuftom» 
may be drawn froi|i the different Methods of granting the 
Sums neoeflkry for the Support of our Government, iiefore 
the Revoltttioa, all the Sums necefiary for the Sut>port of 
oar Goremment were granted in genera], and without ap* 
propiiadng any particular Part of them to any particular 
Service ; but imce that Time, particular Claufes of Appro- 
priation have been introduced. The Sums ncceifTary for the 
Support of the Civil Lift, are granted at the Beginning of 
each King's Reign, for the Term of the King's Life, and 
are particularly appropriated to that Service » but with re 
gard to all other Services, the Sums neceffary for them are 
granted bat from Year to Year by Parliament, and arc all 
appropriated by Parliament to their particular refpedive Ser- 
vices, which creates a much greater Dependence in the 
Crown upon Parliament, and makes it neceflary for the So- 
vereign to communicate particularly to his Parliament the 
Meaiores he intends to purfue, as far as they can be com- 
muniated coniiftently with, the public Good; and this 
fgun makes it necefiary for us to be a little more particular 
in thofe Addreiles, which are intended as Anfwers to his 
Majcily's Speech from the Throne. 

Thde, my Lords, I take to be the Reaibos for introduc- 
iog that Cuffcom^ which is now fo much exclaimed againft, 
and which we are defired to abolifh, tho' the Reafons for it 
are now a« ftrong as they were when the Cuftom was fiKt 
introdoced. 1 believe none of your Lordihips will And fault 
widi any of the Alterations which gave Birth to this Cullom : 
I believe they will be allovi'ed to be both prudent and necef* 
^^/ > and therefore, I cannot condemn a Cuibm, which ap- 
pears to be founded upon Alterations fo highly commendable. 
At leaft, I fliall not condemn it, till I fee it producing Ef- 
fefls much worfe than any I can at prcfent apprehend irom 
it. It is a fort of mutual Complaifance between King and 
Pirliament, which, in my Opinion, can never produce any 
bad ESs€t ; becaufe it is allowed to be of no fuch Authority^ 
^ to influence any of our future Proceedings : And as the 

1740. O002 Cuilom 
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Anno'iA-Geo 11. Caftom has been now fo long cftabliflied, I think, we caa- 
1740. not alter it, without giving the World Caufe to tldnk, that 
we difapprove fome Part of what his Majefty has been plea- 
fed to communicate to us in his Speech from the Throne, 
which, I am convinced, is not what your Lordfhips intend ; 
becaufe, I think, his Majefty has faid nothing in his Speech 
but what your Lordlhips mull approve. You muft approve 
his Majefly*s refolving to pu(h the War in the moft proper 
Places, and in the moil vigorous and efiedual Manner: Yoa 
' muft approve his being refolved not to be diverted or deterred 
hom profecuting thefe Meafures, by the Threats or Atteoipts 
of any Power whatfoever ; and you mail approve his Ma- 
je^y*s being reiblved to adhere ftridly to the Engagements 
he is vnder, for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of £»- 
n^f , on the Event of the late Emperor s Death. 

Thefe, my Lords, are all of them wife and good Reibla- 
tions : Let them be his Majefly*s Refolutions, as I am con- 
vinced they are, or let them be the Minifler's Refolutions, 
as it is poffible they may, they are fuch as your Lordfhips 
mufl approve of. I^etthem be taken, or not taken, purfacd 
or altered, (lill they are fuch as nniH be approved by every 
Man that wiihes well to his Country ; and as his Majefty h^ 
mentioned them in his Speech, your Lordfhips ought, £ 
think, to teflify your Approbation of them by mentioning 
them in your Addrefs. If I thought that thofe concerned in 
the Adminiftration had not come to any fuch fix'd Re(:>lu- 
tions, notwithflanding what his Majefty has faid in his 
Speech ; or if I thought that any one, who has the Honour 
of being admitted into his Majefty 's Councils^ would advife 
him to alter, or not to purfue thefe Refolutions ; fo far from 
its being an Argument with me, not to fay any Thing of 
them in our Addrefs, it would be an Argument for our men- 
tioning them in the moft particular Manner, and approving 
of them in the moft exprefs and peremptory Terms that could 
be invented ; and the Reafbn is very plain : If fuch Refla- 
tions are not already taken by every one concerned in the 
Adminillration, a flrong Recommeodation of them from this 
Aftembly wo«ld compel their being immediately taken : If 
there were a Probability, that fome one in hii Majefty's 
Councils would advife him not to purfue thefe Refolutions, 
a particular and exprefs Recommendation of them from this 
auguft Aflcmbly would deter the Boldeft from giving his Ma- 
jefty fuch pernicious Coanfel. 

This Confideration, my Lords, is with me a moft preva- 
lent one for agreeing to the noble Lord's Modon. It will 
enforce thofe Refolutions, which his Majefty has been plealcd 
{0 tcU us he has come to. It will fhew his Minifters what 

Advice 
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ftdrke ibey oo^t to give him, and what Advice they mull Anno i4.Geo JU 
BOt dare to give him : it will (hew our Enemies, both f^crec ^ 1740* 
and revealed, what they mail exped ; and it will (hew our ' 
Friends, both abroad and at home, what they may hope for 
from his MajeHy's Arms, not only in the prefent War, but 
in any other hit Majefty may be neceffarily engaged in, for 
preserving the Babnce and Liberties of Europe. Thefe will, 
i think, be the EfiedU of our agreeing to the noble Lord's 
Motion ; and as there is nothing in it that implies the leaft 
Approbation of any palt Mea(ure, or that can any Way 
prevent our .enquiring into paft Meafures, and cenfuring fuch 
of them, as may upon Enquiry appear to be wrong, £ere is 
not, I think, the leail Danger in our agreeing to it ; but in 
altering our Method of^AddrefliDg at this critical Conjunc- 
tnre, which will be the Confequence of our agreeing to the 
sohlc Duke's Motion, I think there is not only great Dan- 
ger, bat fome fort of Injuilice. The noble Lords who have 
argued in favour of the firfl Motion, have faid. That we 
onght not to approve, or to fay any I'hing that may look 
like an Approbation of paft Meafures, without a previous 
Enqoiry. I am fure we ought as little to do any Thing that 
may look like a Cenfure of pail Meafures, without a previous 
Enquiry ; and as our forfaking a Cuftom that has been fo 
long eftabliihed, will, in my Opinion, look very like a Cen« 
fnre of paft Meafures, J fhall therefore be againll altering 
oar Method of addrefiing, efpecially as there is nothing now 
propofed, that can look like an Approbation of any paft 
Meafures, or our confentihg to any future Meafures, but 
fach as mud be approved of by every Man in the Nation. 

Bat fappofe, my Lords, we were now to alter that Me- 
thod of addreffing, which has obtained for fo many Years : 
Soppofe we were now to retori^ to the ancient Method of 
addreffing his Majefly in general Terms, and withoat taking 
the leafl Notice of any I'hing he has been moft gradoufly 
pleafed to communicate to us in his Speech from the Throne ; 
yet, even according to this Method, I do not think, the 
.noble Duke's Motion can anfwcr the Purpofc which every 
Lord, who has fpoke in this Debate, feems to intend. If 
we are in our Addrefs to make only fome general Profeffions 
of AiFedion and Duty to his Maj^fty, furely thofe Profeffions 
ought to be as general and as explicit as poflibie ; which is 
£ur from being the Cafe with regard to what the noble Duke 
has been pleafed to propofe. He has propofed, for us to 
aflore his Majefly, that we will Hand by him with our Lives 
. and Fortunes, in the Profecution of the juft and neceffary 
War in which he is engaged. Is this, my Lords,' a general 
ProfefDon of our Duty to lys Majeft v ? Is it not a limited 

Pro- 
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ABiioi4'Ceo.lI.Pitafeffioii> confined to the ProTecution of the preibt War ^ 
1740- Are we not in Duty bound to ftand by his Majefty with oar 
' Lives and Fortunes againft all hif Enemies? Why then 
fhottld we confine it to his Enemies in the prefent War ? 
This Part of the noble Duke^s Motion, I am perTuaded^ 
your Lordfliips will agree, ilands in need of fome Amend- 
ment, before it can be agreed to, even according to this fa* 
vouritc Plan of addreiiing in general Terms $ and as to the 
other Part of it, I muH think it a fort of Deviation from 
that very Plan now fo warmly contended for. 

My Lords, if we are to keep in fuch general Terms, at 
to fay nothing of what has been done, or is to be done, why 
ihould we come to be fo particular as to what we ourfclves 
are refolved to do ? That we are the hereditary great Cooncil 
of the Crown, has never, I am /ure, of late Years, been 
denied, and therefore I can fee no Reafon for our aiTerting 
that CharaAer upon the prefent Occaiion ; but if it were, 
from any late TranfafUon, become neceflary for us to aflert 
this Character, I think it would be quite unneceflkry and 
even dangerous to add the Words, To wjnch all other Counclh 
are fubordinate and accountable. The other Houfe of Parlia- 
ment has always afTumed the Charader of being one of his 
Majeily's Councils, and I believe they will not admit, that 
they are either fubordinate or accountable to this Houfe ; 
therefore, our adding thefe Words would be of the moft dan- 
gerous Confequence, becaufe it would certainly create a 
Breach between the two Houfes. We may, if it were ne» 
ceiTary, aflert our Charader as hereditary great Council of 
the Crown, without adding any Words that can give Oflence 
to the other Houfe ; and 1 hope we fhall always exert our- 
felves in that Capacity, as may beft tend to the promoting 
the true Intereft of our Sovereign and Country ; but why 
we fhoold begm this Sefiion with declaring, in a particular 
Manner, that we will do fo, I can fee no Reafon, efpecially 
as his Majefty has not, in his Speech from the Tiironc, 
made ufe of any Expreflion that may lead us to the making 
of fuch a Dedaration. From fuch an extraordinary and 
unfooght Declaration, the World would fnppofe, either that 
this Houfe had in former Seilions been deficient in its Duty, 
or that his Majefty*s other Councils had led him into very de- 
finitive Meafures. The former of thefe Suppofitions would, 
in my Opinion, be a very undeferved Reflexion upon this 
Aifembly, and the latter would be fuch a Reflexion upon 
his Majefly^s Conduct, or if your Lordfhips pleafe, the Con- 
dud of hb Miniflers, as I fhall not be for giving Rife to, 
without fome previous Enquiry into their Condud. 

Thus, 
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Thas, n^Lonls, I hope, I have fhewo, that the firft Anno i4.G«o.U. 
Motion ma& undergo feveral Amendments, before it can be i74o. 
agreed to ; and as the fecond ftands in need of no Amend- ^-^^"^ ' «* 
Kent, as it contains nothing but what we may agree to, and 
evpreCes every Thing we ought to fay upon this Occafion, 
it will be iaving your Lordlhips a great deal of Trouble and 
Time, to iet afide the Bt&. Motion by the previous Queflion, 
in order to came at the fecond, which may be agreed to 
without any Amendment. For this Reafon, as the previous 
Queftion muft now be put with regard to the firft Motion, I 
ihall give my Negative to it, in order to have an Opportu- 
nity of giving my Affirmaiive to the next Queftion, which 
will of courfe be. To agree to what has* been propofed by 
the noble Lord near me ; and in both I hope to have the 
Concmrence of the Majority of this Houfe. 

My Lords, I have carefully avoided faying any Thing in 
]aftification of our late Meafures, which does not proceed 
from my being confcious, that any of them were wrong, 
but 6om my being convinced^ that then- Juftificatbn or Con- 
demnation has nothing to do in this Debate. The noble 
Lord's Motion, in ^vonr of which I have been arguing^ 
has nothing in It relatii^ to any pad Meafure : It may be 
agreed to by tho^ who condemn, as well as by thofe who 
approve of oor late Meafures; and therefore I am furprized 
to find your Lordfiiips Time taken np with long Critici(ms 
npoa oar iate Condud^ Political Meafures are of fuch a 
Natnre, that the worft may be joftiiied, the bell may be 
condemned : By which I mean, my Lords^ that fomething 
may be faid in Juftification of the worft, and fome ill-na- 
toicd Critictfrns may be made upon the beft public Mea* 
fores that were ever purfued ; but I muft be of Opinion^ 
that in bodi Cafes the Prefumption lies againft thofe, who 
mfeafonably bring the Subjed before fuch an Aflembly ; and 
whether or no the prefent Time be feafonable, I mufl leave 
to your LordfiiiDS to judge. The Qoeftion now before us 
does not, I am rare, require any fuch Difcuffion, nor have 
we before as the Materials proper for fuch a Purpofe ; and 
therefore, I think, the Prefumption at leaft lies againfl thofe 
o^o have, fbme Way or other, hook'd into this Debate a 
hug CritkifiBi upon oor late Conda6l. 
Duke of jhrgylt. 

My Lords, 
I rife np to explain fome Things m the Motion I took the Du^e of Argyll 
Liberty to make to you, which, I find, have been very 
much raiflaken by the noble Lords who have fpoke againft 
it« I believe no Lord doubts of my being for our ftanding 

by his Majefiy with our Lives and Fortones, in this or any 
^ pthejp 
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Aimox4>Geo.li. other War he may be neceiTarlly engaged in. My Lords, I 
1740. ^ am for (landing by his Majeily againfl all his Enemies, whe- 
ther they be Spaniards, or Frenchy Irijh^ Scot^^ at Lnglijb i 
nay even againU thofe, if there be any fuch, that are in his 
Privy Council. Thefe laft have always been fotmd to be the 
moft dangerous Enemies to the Kings of this Country ; and 
againft them our Sovereign has nothing to depend on, bat 
the Wifdom, the Honour, and the Integrity of this AfTem- 
bly. A King may have Miniftcrs and Privy Counfellors, 
that, for their own private Ends, advife him to purfue fodi 
Meafures, as may end in his Deftruftion. If this (hould ever 
happen to be the Cafe, it is then that this Houfe has an Op' 
portunity of fticwing their Duty to their Sovereign, by (hew- 
ing their Contempt of his Miniilers ; but if, at fuch a melan- 
choly Conjuu6ture, there (hould be a Majority in this Houfe 
fo blind as not to perceive the private Views of the Mini&er, 
or fo corrupted as to facriiice the Intereft of their King and 
Country to the Places and Peniions, which the Minifter has 
to befiow, the Sovereign would then have no Council bold 
enough to warn him of his Danger, nor the Country any 
Affembly that coqld in a legal Way prevent its Ruin. 

As to thofe that are his Majefty*s declared Enemies, he has 
none, I think, at prefent, at leafl none worthy the Notice 
of this Houfe, but the Spaniards ; and therefore I thought it 
was fufHcient for us to declare, that we will (land by him in 
the Profecution of the pre(ent War againft them, or any chat 
fhall take their Part ; for this is implied in the general De* 
claration I have propofed ; but as to his MajeSy's fecret, 
and the worAjof ajl, his Bofoov-Enemies, as we are his Ma- 
jefly*s great hereditary Council, it is our Duty to be always 
ppon the Watch againfl them ; and I thought it was incum- 
bei)t upon us, in this Time of foreign Danger, to a(rure his 
Majefly, that we would be mindful of our Duty in this Rc- 
fpe^, by .exerting ourfelves in our high Capacity of heredi- 
tary great Council of the Crown, in fuch a Manner as might 
bcil tend to the promoting the true Intereft of his Majelty, 
and our Country. Surely, my Lords, it will not be fuppo- 
fcd, that by the Words To ixjhicb all other Councils are fnbor- 
dinate and account able ^ I meant to indude the Houfe of Com- 
mons ? I do not believe any Man in the Nation will think 
fb. I meant only to include his Majefty's Privy Council, 
his Cabinet Council, or his Council of One, if he has any 
fuch ; and I thought it was neceffary to infert thefe Words, 
to put the Members of thefe Councils in mind of their being 
fubordinate and accountable to this AfTemUy; for it is fo 
long fince we exerted ourfelves in this Capacity, it is fo long 
fince we had a|iy of thefe pentlemen under pur Examina- 
z tion^ 
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Aatku, tbaty I an afiaid, they begin to forget their Sub0r.Ann0T4.Ge0.ll. 
dinadon ; I am afraid the/ begin to think, that we are ac- >7t^' 
countable to them for oar Behaviour in this AfTemb]/, and '^ 

that the/ are accountable to n<nie but their Mailer. 

Having thas explained my Motion, I hope your Lordfliipf 
will think it is no Way deficient in thoi'e Declarations of 
Duty and AfFedion* which we ought upon this Occafion to 
make to his Majefly, and that there is no Exprefiion in iti 
that can give a reafonable Caufe of Ofiehce to any Afiem- 
Uy, or any Man in the Nation. And now I am up, I mull 
obferve, that the noble Lord who fpoke laft, feems to have 
yerj much miibken what I faid about the Cuflom we have 
lately fallen into, of being fo very particular in our Ad- 
dreis, as to leave nothing untouched that ha^ been mention- 
ed in his Majcfiy*s Speech from the Throne. I (aid, thercf 
are icveral Perfons in the Adminifbation, who mull re- 
member when this Cuftom was firft introduced : When I 
faid ib, I did not mean the oldeft among them. The Cu- 
ftom is hx from being co-eval with the Revolution : It 
was not io much as introduceci till many Years after, and 
did not become in any fort an eftablifhed Cuflom, tiJl after! 
had the Honour of a Seat in this AiTembly. It may per- 
haps be the £f!e£l of what has happened fince the Revolu- ^ 
don : It may be the ESeGt of the many Taxes dnce that 
Tiioe necef&rily impofed, and the many Pofts and Places 
thereby created ; but it neither was, nor could be the Efief^ 
of any of the good Alterations in our Conftitution, that were, 
mtended or oteiined by the Revolution : It was the EfFedlof 
what I maft now call a blind Coroplaiiance for the Crown, 
or rather for the MiniHers of the Crown, and an EfFed that 
I have always thought ridiculous. I have often faid, both 
in Jeft' and in Earaeft, as feveral Lords htrt prefent can 
te^r, that it is ridiculous in us, without the leaft previous 
Confidcration or Enquiry, to repeat and appkud in our Ad- 
dreis, every Thing that a Minifter may, for that very Pur- 
poie, contrive to have hifertcd in his Majefty's Speech fron 
the Throne. 

But this Cuftom, it feems, my Lords, ridiculous and ab- 
fiird as it is, we mnft not alter, left we fhould thereby feem^ 
without any proper Enquiry, to cenfure or difapprove the 
Coodu^ of the Adminiftration. Does not every one of 
your Lordihips fee, that this Argument will always be aj 
good againft abolifhing this ridiculous Cuftom, as it is at 
preiient ? But thb Argument is not now, nor ever can be of 
any Weight ; for ev«ry Man in his right Wits muft fuppofe, 
that the Alteration in our Condod proceeds from our being 
convinced, that the Cuflojn was bad, and not from our be- 
1740. Fpp ing 
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Anno T4.Gco.n. ing convinced, that the Condu£l of the Admimftratiott has 
1740. been wrong ; and therefore our returning to our anCltet 

Method of addreffing cannot fo much as.i'eem to be a Ctfn- 
fure or Difapprobation of any paft Meafure. Suppofing, 
therefore, v/e had, from all outward Appearance, the great- 
eft Reafon to applaud and extol our late ConduA, yet this 
could be no Argument agauift our forfaking fuch a ridi- 
culous Cuftom ; but when outward Appearances opetate 
ilrongly againft the late Condudl of our public Affairs, 
v/hen our Conduft has become an Objcft of Sorrow to our 
Friends, and of Mirth to our Enemies, then furely it is high 
Time for this Houfe to forfake a Cuftom, that rouft lead 
them into a feeming Sort of Approbation of fuch a 
Conduft. 

I am not at all furprizcd to fee the noble Lords, who 
argue for the Continuance of this Cuftom, avoiding as much 
as poftible any Sort of Difquifition into our paft ConduA ; 
but when a feeming Sort of Approbation is defired, is it 
unfeafonable for this Houfe to enter into that Difquifition ? 
Is it not our Duty ta enquire, whether there is any feeming 
Foundation for that feeming Sort of Approbation*? And 
may not that Enquiry be founded upon outward Appear- 
ances ? This, my Lords, is what we are now upon : We are 
examining our late Meafures accordmg to outward Ap- 
pearances, and thefe, I am fure, will afibrd us a very good 
Foundation for a feeming Sort of Ccnfure, but not the leaft 
Foundation for any Thing that may look like an Approba- 
tion. Let us examine our late Conduct either in Peace or 
AVar, and I am fure, according to all outward Appearance, 
we ihall find good Reafon to condemn it in both. Our 
tedious and perpIexM Negotiations, the Convention in which 
they were famm'd up, nay every Step taken to prevent a 
War, was infamous, and tended only to make a War un- 
avoidable at laft. The Excufe now made for the Con- 
f inuance of thefe Negotiations, ftiould make Parliaments ex- 
tremely cautious of being dired^ed by Minifters in the draw- 
ing up of any of their Addrefles to the Crown. The Ad- 
dre/Tes that were drawn up and prefcnted by Parliament up- 
on the repeated Complaints of our Merchants, were, as 
every one knows, chiefly penn'd by our Minifters, and now 
thefe very Addreffes are made an Excufe for the moft 
diftionourable Negotiations that ever an unconquered Nation 
fubmitted to cairy on : I fay diftwnourablc, my Lords, for 
it was dilhonourable as well as pernicious, to treat with a 
Nation, that would not fo much as difcontinuc her Depre- 
dations during the Time of the Treaty. Whilft there were 
9fiy Hopes of Succefs by Negotimion, whilft the Minifter 

could 
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cfliiU fiy, there wtre any Hopes, (and every one knows he Aiiiioi4.Geo.H, 

is pretty good at aiTertingJ the Parliament was loth to put 1740* 
an End to them by condemning them« Idk the Minifter 
ihoiild have faid, that he would have procured Satisfadion 
and Secniity to the Nation by peaceable Means, if the 
Fizliaiiient had not prevented it; but now we may {peak 
frcdyy and I will fay, it was ridiculous to exped either Sa- 
tis&dion or Secarity by fair Means from the Court of Spain^ 
after their treating us fo haughtily in the Negotiation pre- 
vious to the Treaty of Se-viJ/e. 

From all outward Appearance, therefore, we muit con- 
demn every Step of our late Condud in Time of Peace ; 
and, I am fure, no Man can fay we have as yet any Rea- 
foQ CO approve of our Cbndud in Time of War. I do 
not, my Lords, pretend to know a great deal of the Theory 
of War, but I have learned fomething from Practice ; and 
by the bed Judgment I can from thence form, I muft con* 
dude, that no one reafonable Seep has been taken for the 
Profecution of the War, either before or ilnce we began to 
commit Hoililities : This is my Opinion, and this Opinion 
I will venture to fupport againil the moil Leirned in the 
Theory of War. The Oper4tions of War, my Lords, are 
aot like the Steps of a Negotiation : For judging of the 
fermer we have no Occafion for Papers, Memorials, or 
Letters. When a War has been carried on for eighteen 
Months, without fo much as one Attempt made for atuck- 
ing the Enemy with Vigour and ESct\, every Man may, 
without diving into Secrets, determine whether thb has 
been owing to our own Weaknefs or the Strength of the 
Enemy ; and if to the former, whether it has been owmg to 
a WeakDeis in the Nation, or to a Weaknefs in the Couur 
fels of thofe that condud the Affairs of the Nation. Mr. 
fVrsm has demonifarated, that our Inadlivity cannot be ow» 
lag to the Strength of the Enemy ; and will any one £iy» 
that oat of 30,000 Men we might not have fent 4 or 5000 
Land-Forces to the Weft-Indies^ 2» ibon as we reiblved upon 
Hoftilities againfl Spain ? With regard therefore to our Con- 
daft in the War, 1 think we have good Reafons, founded, 
not npon outward Appearances, b^t upon certain Fafts, for 
testifying oar Difapprobation of it, or at lead for refufmg 
to fay any Thing iu our Addrefs, that may look like an Ap- 
}vobation ; and that the Addrefs propofed by the noble 
Lord will imply a Sort of Approbation, mufl, I think, ap- 
pear evident to every one who ^onfiders the Import of the 
feveral Paragraphs. 

To carry on the War, my Lords, in the moft proper 
Pla|xs, and in the moft vigorous and effectual Manner, and 

1740. P P P * *^°* 
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iUnoT4Ceo.ll.not to fuflffer otir(e1vc8 to bc diverted or deterred from tkofe 
-*o. Meafures, is ceruialy a Sign of great Wifdom, and of a 
ilrift Adherence to the trae Intereft of thcfc Kingdoms. 
But will not our acknowledging, in fuch a particular Man- 
ner, the Wifdom of fuch a Reiolation upon this Occafion, 
be an Implication, that in oar Opinion this Maxim has been 
purfaed ? And can any Man fay» that the War has as yet 
been carried on vigoroufly in any Place ? Can we iay, that 
our Minifters have not faiiered themfelves to be diverted or 
deterred, when they themfelves acknowledge, that they have 
been diverted from fending proper Supplies to the Wtfi- 
bidiesy by the ridiculous Apprehenfions of our being in- 
vaded at Home ? Is not this the very Reafcai they afign for 
pot fending 4 or coco of our regular veteran Troops to the 
JVfft'Indies, at the Beginning of the War ? My Lords, if 
your Lordfhips think fit, I (hall be, with all my Heart, for 
acknowledging the Wifdom of this Maxim or Refolution 1 
but then, to prevent the Implication I have mentioned, I 
ihall be for concluding the Partigraph with faying, that we 
are forry this Refolution was Aot t^en and vigoroufly por- 
fued, from the firft Moment we rqiolved upon Hoftilitics a« 
gainft Spain, 

As for the next Paragraph, my Lords, I mull join with a 
noble Lord, who has honoured my Motion with his Appro* 
bation : I fay, I mull join with him in thinking, duit it 
looks very much like Swaggering. This Nation, my Lords, 
has not, thank God I from its former Behaviour,' (at leaft 
from its Behaviour before our prtfent excellent Minifter got 
the Reins of Government folely into his Hand^ the leaft 
Occafidn to boaft of what it will do. I believe, no Court 
in Europe doubts of the Nation's being ready to vindicate 
its Honour againft whofocver ihall dare to attempt to |He- 
fcribe Limits to our Arms in fuch a juft and neoefiary 
War ; but, I believe, every Court of Europe fuppofes our 
Miniders will not ; therefore, fuch Words as thefe may be 
natural for them, tho* not at all for the Nation. Bnt^ 
alas ! thefe hedoring Words cannot now do them any Serr 
vice : They have fo often already made Preparations, and 
fitted Out Squadrons, which have afterwards appeared to be 
nothing but Bravado, that their Threatningi will now figntfy 
nothing. Therefore, I am againft this Paragra}^ ; firft, be- 
C3 ife it is not the natural Language of the Nation 1 and Mutxt, 
becaufe the World will from thence fuppofe, that oar Ad« 
drcfs has been didbited by the Minifter, which can never be 
any Honour to this Houfe, and lefs at this Time, than at 
any former Period I can think of. 

The 
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Tk AHowkig Pangraph, 107 Lords, it fiabk to the htM^^^ Geo.ir, 
Ot^cdioii with the firit : It will imply an Approbation of our 1740. 
pait Qmdiidy with regard to the Balance and Liberties of 1/*^^^ 
Etr9fe : The World will from thence fuppoiie thu Houfe to 
be of Opinion, that our Miniften have.ftridly adher*d' to 
die Emgagesnents the Nation is nnder for maintaining the 
Balance and Liberties of £ur$fe, which, f think, is very far 
froih being the Ca(e. I ihall moft readily join in fapporting 
his hUjcky^ and enabling him to adhere to the Engagements 
he ■ ondcr, when i know what thofe £n^«ments are, and 
that they are proper for maintain bg the Salance and Liber- 
ties of Emrtfi i bat, I think, we ong^t not in oor Addrefi 
to mendoB Bogagemetus, till we know what thofe Engage- 
Bcnta mn '; nor can we, I think, mention our Mmifto^s 
btojz adhering to the Engagements the Nation is onder, for 
naintamittg the Balance and Liberdes of Eurtpe, witl«Mt« 
at the iune Tijne, compkining, that he has not in Time paft 
adhesed fo IfakUy to them, as he ought to have done. There- 
lore, if your Lordfhips are for retaining this Paragraph* 
I kqte yon will condade it with fuch a Complaint as I have 
aentHMod, in order to prevent the World's being impofed 
OB by an Implication of what I cannot fuppofe to be yoor 
Opinion : At leaft, if it b, I am fore you dife* from what . 
is the OptniOB of the Majority of this Nation, and of 
ercry Court in Eurvft. 

The kft Faragiapb, my Lords, at leafl the latter Fart of 
it, I cannot botlook on as a little mean. It pats me in mind 
of what is iaid of oar Enemies the poniards : In the time 
of a Storm, infiead of mnning alon to take Care of the 
Ship, their Stamen all run below to pray for a Deliverance. 
We have now more occa£on for aiAing than wifiiing ; andif 
we ^ not now begin to adb, if we do not now begin to ex- 
ert oorfolves m our hi^ Capacity of heneditary great Cbun* 
cilofthe Crown, I may, without a Spirit of Pio^iecy, fore« 
fid, that nehfaer the Honour of the Crown, nor die Rights 
ef the People will be mainuincd with Vigour or Succefs : I 
do not know, but that bcth may be frcrificed to that pufiUa- 
aimens minifterial ^irit, to which the Trade and Navigation 
of this Kingdom, and the Bahinoe and Liberties of Etiropf, 
have in my Opinion, been iiscnficed for too great a Nnmbet 
of Years. 

Having tkns explained the Motion I took the Liberty to 
make, and ibewn fome of my Objeftions to the other, I 
mnK condade wsch infiting upon my htfotion. Your Lordr 
flups may amend it if y^m pleafe : I (hall rsadfly fubmit any 
Thing I propofe to the Corredum of this anguft AiGmibly i 

but 
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Avio i4,Geo.l]. bat I ftUl think it ought to be made the Giound-work of oar 

1740. prefent Addrefs. 
^— S***^ The Lord Chancellor. 

Igg^ Having before given your Lordfhipe my Opmion, ooly as to 

the Method of proceeding in the Cafe now before you, I fhall 
now beg leave to fpeak to the Merits. As the prefent Cuttom 
of taking particular Notice in our Addrefs, of every Tiung 
mention^ to us by his Majefty in his Speech from the 
Throne, has always been objeded to, and has often become 
the Subje£t of a Debale in this Honfe, I have been at fome 
Pains to enquire when it firft began, and why it was intm- 
duced. 1 tod, my Lords, that tiiis Cuilom firft began to be 
introduced in the Reign of the late Qoeea June, and in the 
Adminiftration of the bite Dnke of Marliorot^ and Earl of 
Godolpbin : Thefe two will, I believe, be allowed to have 
been as great Men, and as fuccefeful MiniHers, as ever this 
Nation was blefled with, i cannot think your Dordikips will 
eaiily fuppofe, that either of them would have given Coun- 
tenance to any thing that was. inconfiftent with the public 
Good, or with the Honour and Dignity of this Hoofe i and 
the Time when this CuAom firil began to be introducrd, 
may point out to us the Reafon why it was introduced. At 
the Beginning of the late War, we firft began to retam a 
particular Anfwer in our Addrefs, to every Thing that had 
been mentioned from the Throne ; and the Realon of our 
doing fo was, without doubt, to iltew the Powers abroad, as 
foon as poffible, that there was a good Harmony fabfifting 
between her Majefty and her Parliament : That the Parlia- 
ment approved in general of the Meafures purfued by the 
Adminiftration ; and that the Ru-liament would fupport their 
Sovereign in all the Engagements (he had entered, or might 
enter into, for carrying on the juft and necei&iry War ia 
which file was then engaged. 

This, my Lords, I thmk, appears evidently to have been 
the Reafon for introducing this Cuftom ; and was this Rea- 
fon ever flronger* than it is at prefent ? Was there ever a 
Time, when it was more neceiTary for a Britifif Parliament 
to ftrengthen the Hands of their Sovereign, both by their 
Actions and their Declarations > My Lords, not only the 
Balance and Liberties of Europe^ but our SucceCs in the pre- 
lent War, mull depend upon the Weight his Majeftv*s CoQn> 
cils may have at prefent with the feveral Courts of £$irope ^ 
and can any Thing add to this Weight fo much as a prevail- 
ing Opinion Abroad, that there fubfiib an entire Harmony 
between his Majefty and his Parliament; that his People 
place an entire Confidence in his Wifdom and Condu^ ; and 

that 
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tisat the whode Power of the Britifil> Nation will be appliec! as Aniio/4*G«o.I]l 
he ihdl think fit to dired it ? We ought therefore to take the ^ JZ^ 
£r/} Opporoinity of demonftrating to the World, not only our 
Afiedion and Duty to his Majefty, but our Reliance upon 
him, and oar Readineis to fuppert him in whatever he may 
think neceilary, either for the Profecution of the prefent 
War» or for the Defence and £ftabli{hment of the Bahince 
and Liberties of Europe, For this Rcaibn, if the Addre£i 
propofed by the noble Lord were warranted by no Prece- 
dent i if no foch Cuftoro, as we are now defired to alter, 
had ever been introduced, I fliould have been for introducing 
it upon this Occafion, by agreeing to the noble Lord's Motion, 
Bar, my Lords^ when I coniider, that this Cuftom has 
prevailed, and been generally obferved, ibr near forty Year^ 
I am really furprized, an Alteration ihould be attempted at « 
fuch a critical and important Jundure. When we are en- 
gaged in a War of fudi COnfequence to our Trade and Na- 
vig^oo ; when the Liberties of Europe lie, I may fay, 
expiring at the Feet of this Nation, and expeding oar help- 
ing Hand to raiie them up ; when moil of the States in Eu- 
T9fe ieem to be in a fort of Doubt, whether they (hall brave- 
ly ftand ap in Defence of their Liberties, or tamely fub- 
mit to that Power, which they find they cannot, with* 
oat his Majefty*s Help, refill i fiiall we, by an unneceflkry 
and ill-timad Alteration in our Condud, give them Caufe to 
exped an approaching Breach between his Majefty and his 
Parliament ; and that therefore, inftead of affifUng them, it 
will be difficult for him to fupport himfelf ? This, my Lords, 
would be fuch an imprudent, fnch a fatal Millake, that I 
am fnrprnsed to hear it prq)ofcd, and much more to find 
itinfifted on. 

Having thus, my Lords, fliewn how dang^us it would 
be to alter our cuftomary Method of addrefling, I (hall 
fiezt beg leave to examine and compare the two Modona 
DOW before us. The firft Motion, I Ih&Il allow, is Urong, 
aervOQs, and cxpreffive, and worthy of the noble Duke by 
whom it was propofed ; but yet I muft be of Opinion, that 
it contains both too much and too little. I (hall grant, that 
ooft of the Comcib in thb Nation are fubordinate and ac- 
countable to this anguft Aiiembly ; but I think it is too 
nuich to (ay, that all other Councils are fubordinate and ac- 
countable to this. I (hall likewife gran^ my Lords, that 
from fonoe of our M Hiftories and Law-books it appears, 
tbat this Houfe has been in former Times fummoned to meet 
bjr icfelf, in order to give their Counfel and Advice to their 
Sovereign in Affiurs of great Importance, and fuch as required 
immedjate l^patch i and that when it met upon fuch Occa- 
i<ffis, it is generally in our old Books called the Great Coun- 
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AiiiK>t4.deo.IL cil'; ^m ^httiot, I fappofe, the lidble Duke iCoOk Otcafion to 
'740^ ^ call this AiTembly the hereditary great Council of the Crown: 
This may be a proper Appellation $ but we ihoald be ex- 
tremely cautions of aHerting, that all other Councils are 
fubordmate and accountable to this AiTembly. We know 
Jiow jealous the other Hoilfe is of its Pririleges and Immu- 
nities : From thence we may» with Certainty {uppofc, that 
if. any fuch Words were inferted in our Addrefs^ the other 
Boufe would immediately appoint a Committee to infped 
our Journak, and upon the Report of that Committee, 
would Mitt upon our explainix^ ourfdves, and dedaring, 
that we did not thereby mean to arrogate any Power or 
Juriididion over them. I believe your Lorddups would 
aot like to come to any fuch Explanation j and .if yoa did 
not, it might occaiaon fuch a Breach between the twoHoufes, 
fi6 would put a full Stop to all public Buiinefs, which would 
^ertainly^. at this critiod Conjundlure, be attended with the 
moR. iatal CoBfcquences. Therefore, t hope your LordOiips 
will join with me in Opinion, that the firft Motion contains 
too much ; and that it contains too little, is ftiU, I thinks 
more evident. 

The noble Duke, indeed, propofes, that we ihould pro- 
sniie to fupport his Majefty iii the preient War; but is 
this, my Lords, enough, confidering the prefent Circum- 
ftances of Eur^fi f His Motioo fays nothing of the Prag- 
matic Sandion ; it fays nothing of any other War his Ma- 
jefty may be engaged in, for fupporting the Balance and Li- 
berties of Europe, Is it not pofiible, is it not probable, that 
his Majefty may be engaged in another War on this Account, 
more general, more burdeniooae, and more dangerom than 
the prefent ? Such a War I really take to be unavoidable, un- 
lefs his Majefty can ibrm fuch a Confederacy upon the Conti- 
nent, as will make it dangerous for sny Power in Evr^pe to 
dlfturb the Tranquillity thereof^ by forcibly interpo^ng in 
the EledUon of an Emperor, or by forcibly attemptii^ to 
violate the Pragmatic San6lk}n. And as nothing can coa- 
tribute more towards enabling his Majefty to ft>rm fuch a 
Confederacy upon the Continent, than a Dedaration from 
the Britijk Parliament, that they will enable him to moke 
good all the En^gements he has, or may enter into for that 
Purpofe, it would be very imprudent in us to neg^eft this 
Opportunity of making fuch a Declaration ; from whence 
it is evident, that the iirft Motion contains too littk. 

On the other Hand, my Lords, the fecond Motion is, in 
my C^inion, widiout Fault, without any reafonable Objec- 
tion : It acknowledges the Wifdom of thofe Refolucioas, 
whioh eveiy •&« q{ your Lordfhips have appbucted, which 

every 
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eveiyMan muft in his rfeart applaud ; it giv« his Majefty An-.o u.Ctfo.ir. 
thoCe Aflrur<inces, both with refpeii to the jrefent War, and 174:- 
an/ other War his Mijefty may be engaged in, for main - 
taing the Balance and Liberties ot Europe, which, I think, 
are abfblutely nccellary upon the prcfent Occafion : It ex- 
preflcs ourAffeflion to his Majefty's Perfdn and Govern- 
ment, and oar Wifhes for his Suc.ccfs, in aS flrong, and, I 
think, as Laconic Terms as can be cdntrited ; and it con- 
tains nothing that can give Offence, either to the other 
Houfe, or to any Man in the Kingdom. As to the hte 
Conduft of our Minifters, let it be as bad as cin be imagin''d, 
there is nothing in this Motion, that can bar an Enquiry, or 
prevent a Cenfure : There is not the leaft Mention made of 
any late Mcafure, nor fo much as a Reference to any Part of 
car paft Conduft ; and as for the Implications the noble 
Duke has been pleafed to fuppofe, I cannot think there is the 
leaft Ground to apprehend, that any fuch will be made, ei- 
ther abroad or at home. Surely, from our acknowledging 
the Wifdom of a Refolution, no Man will conclude, that 
we think it has been already purfucd : On the contrary, it is 
foreflalling, if I may fo exprefe myfelf, the Judgment of 
this Hbufe, and previoufly cenfuring the Conduft of our Mi- 
nifiers, if upon Enquiry it (hould' appear, that this Rcfolutidti 
was not taken as fcon, and purfued as vigoroufly, as our Cir' 
eiimflances would admit. 

The Objeftion made to the next Paragraph of the nob!e 
Lord's Motion muft appear very extraordinary, to one who 
confidctt what has been aftually done by a neighbouring 
Power. When I fay this, my Lords, every one that hears 
me, mufl fuppofe, I mean the French? : They have lately fent 
two Squadrons to the Wefi-Iridies^ without any apparent 
Reafon for fo doing : No Man, I believe, fuppofes they 
would have put themfelves to this Expcnce for nothing ; or 
that it was done merely with a Defign to exercife their Sea- 
men. I (hall not fo much as pretend to guefs what was their 
Defign ; but k is highly probable, cither that they defigned 
to join openly with our Enemies againft us, if they found ah 
Opportunity, by fo doing, to do us a Mifchief, or that they 
intended, by Ending thefe Squadrons thither, t(f bully and 
frighten us from profecuting the War properly and vigoroufly 
in that Part of the World ; and in either Cafe, can we be 
faid toboaHor heftor, when we afliire his Majelly, that we 
will ftand by and fupport him againft any Power that fliall 
attempt to prefcribe or limit the Operations of the War a- 
gainU his and our Enemies ? Docs not fuch a Decl ratioif 
naturally arifc from the Circumflancc I have mentioned ? As . 
this Circumftancc is known to the whole World, would not 
1740. Q.qq oar 
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Anno i4.0eo.ll.oai^ negle£ling to make fuclr a Declaration, efpecially as kb 

1740. Majefty has mentioned it in his Speeth, betray a fort oi* 

^t ^^ mm,j Fear, which m^ght be of the mofl dangerous Confeqaence ifi 

the prefent Situation, not only of this Nation, but of £»- 

rtfi in general ? 

With regard to the Engagements thb Nation may be un* 
der» for mainuining the Balance and Liberties of Emrepe^ I 
do not know, my Lords, that any of them have been of late 
Years negleded ; but fuppofing Uiey have, it can be no Ob- 
jection to what the noble Lord has propofed on that Head ; 
We are not thereby to affirm, that they have been ftri£Uy 
adhered to, nor can any fuch Thing be implied from what 
he propofes. We may hereafter enquire into this ASalr, we 
may cenfure, we may pupiih, notwithflanding any thing 
contained in the Addrefs he propofes. If thece hsa beeo 
any Negle6t, our declaring, that we will fbind by and fup- 
, port his Majefty in all fuch Enragements, will prevent th» 
like in time to come ; and the Death of the late Emperor 
renders it neceilary for us to make fuch a Declaration, as 
foon as poflible, in order to confirm the Refolutions of thofe, 
who are naturally Friends to the Liberties of Europe, and to 
obviate the Defigns of thofe, whofe continual Aim has, for 
many Years, been to overturn them. 

As to the Obje^ion made to the lall Paragraph of the 
. noble Lord^s Motion, I cannot think the noble Duke was fe- 
rious when he made it. Our wifiiing can neither prevent 
nor interrupt our a£Ung : Therefore, your Lordlhips may this 
Day wUh Succefs to his Majeily's Enterprizes, and to-mor- 
row, or at the fame time, if you pleafe, yoa may hcmn- to 
contribute by your Adions towards rendering them foccefs* 
ful. In my (pinion, the belt Thing you can de; is to con- 
vince the World, that there is a perfedl Harmony fubfiHing 
between his Majefly and his Parliament ^ that the Briti/b 
Nation will concur with hb Majefty in a vigorous Profecution, 
not only of the prefent War, but of any other War his Ma- 
jefly may be neceflarily engaged in, for maintaining the Ba- 
lance and Liberties of Europe ; and that we will carefully a- 
void every thing, that may occafion any Divifion, Heat or 
Animofit]camong^ourfelve&: Thefe will, I think, be the 
Effedts of our agreeing to the fecond Motion ; and as the 
contrary will, in my Opinion, be the EflTeds of our agreemg 
to the firft, therefore I (hall be for fetting it afide, by means 
of the previous QuefUon, in order that we may agree to the 
fecond Motion. 

Lord Carteret, 

Uv4 Carteret ^^ ^^^^* 

I beg Pardon for troubling your Lordlhips a fecpnd time 

upon this Occafioa : I now rile up only to explain fome 

things 
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tluDgs I faid before, and to cndcavoor to fet yoiir Lordfliip8Ajiiioi4.Ceo.H. 
right, as to fome Fa6b that feem to be contefted, or rather 1740. 
mi/oiiderftood . The Cufloxn of returning a particalar Anfiver 
in our Addrefi, -to every thmg mentioned in the Speech from 
the Throne, I (hiU admit was firft introduced in the Admt- 
nlfiratxon of the Duke of Marllmrwgh and Earl ofGoMpbin ; 
and finom this Inftance we may fee, how cautious we ought 
to be of introducing any Coiftom under a good Adminifiracion, 
that oc^t not to be followed onder a bad : But this Cuilom 
was not introduced at the very beginning of that Admini- 
firatioo, or at the fiegintiing of the War ; and therefore the 
Caufe of its being introduced may be, and was, I believe, 
very difierent from what tl^e noble liord who fpoke laft, }i'\% 
been pleafed to reprefent. If ever there was occasion to lef- 
tify a perfect H^mony between the Sovereign and the Par- 
]iament> by a long particuhir Addrefs at the Beginning of the 
Seflkm, it was vpon the Accefiion of the late Queen, or at the 
Beginniiig of the firft Parliament after her Acceffion, and yet 
upon both thefe Occafions, we lind the Addrefs of this Houfe 
was very fiiort and very general ; therefore, it is plain, we 
aufl look for another Reafon for this Cufbm ; and if we at- 
tend to the many glorious Viftories and repeated Succeflb 
this Nation was blefTed with, under that wife and vigorous 
Adminiftration, we may eafily find it. 

The true Reafon, my Lords, was, we were fo very much 
elated with the Succeis of pur Arms, and with the Trophies 
which every fucceeding Campaign added to thofe of the for- 
mer, chat we went a little too hi in fheWing our Gratitude 
tad Cbmplaiiance to that brave General, who conducted our 
Armies abroad, and thiat confummate Statefman, whofb* 
cooded his Endeavours by a moft prudent Condud of our 
AiFiirs at home. By this means, we introduced the Cuftom 
of making every Year an exprefs or implied Ptoegyric upo;i 
the Gondu^ of our Minlfters, byway of Addrefs of Thanks 
for the Sovereign's moft gracious Speech from the Tiu-one, 
without fbrefeeing, that every future Adminiftration would 
daim the&me Complaifance, tho* not at all deferving of the 
&me Gratitude. That Adminiftration, my Lords, had fome 
Reafoo, firom their continual Flow of Suocefs, to expert A 
fort of implidt Faith, or blind Complaifance from Parliament. 
They deierved our Confidence, becaufe they had the Confi- 
dence of all our Friends and Allies, and were the Terror of 
oar Enemies. But where are the Vidlories, where are the 
Trophies our pre&nt Minifler has to boafl of? Can we truft 
to the ConduA of a Minifler, who, by his own ConfefHon^ 
Jias ftript us of every Ally ? Can we put Confidence in \ 
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Anno 14.Gco.II. Man, whn, by mifconduding our AffJrs, hu rendered as 
1740- ^ the Pity of our F iends, and the Contempt of our Enemies ? 
Thus your Lordfbips muil fee, that what was the true Rea- 
fon for incroducii.g this Cuftom, is now very far from bdqg 
a Reafon for contiiiuing it. I ihall grant, my Lord;, that 
a perfc^l Iiai;uony between King ard Parliament has al- 
ways hitherto given Weight to the King's Counfels abroad i 
but from w herxc did this proceed ? It proceeded from the 
Parliament's fpeaking the Language of the People j for if 
ever a Parliament, by Corruption or any other Means, (hould 
begin to I'pcak the Linguage of Minifters, without Regard 
to the Sentiments of the People, a good Harmony between 
King and Parliament will then ha^e no Authority at home, 
and confequently. can have no more £iFe£l abroad, than a 
good Harmony between the King and his MiniderE, I was 
going to f iy his Footmen ; for a Minifter that is hatied hy 
the People, is in a more precarious Situation, and mujft be 
more dependent, than any of the King's Footmen, Let us 
then conhder wh;.t is the Language of the People. A Par- 
liament may force a Change of MiniHers ; but it cannot 
force a Change of Sentiments among (he People ; All the 
Compliments we can make, will never prevail with the 
People to put a Confidence in a Miniller they hate and de- 
fpifc ; fuch Compliments will only involve us in his l^ipmi- 
ny, and likcwife, I nnifl think, in his Guilt. If we con- 
fider this, xay Lords, we ihall begin this Seilion with an En- 
quiry into the late Condud of our public Affiurs ; and if we 
have a mind to do this, furely we (hould avoid faying any 
thing in our Addrefs, that may, by any (brt of ImpUcatioo, 
look lifee an Approbation of that Condu^ we may, per- 
haps, in a "^'tQW or two, find it neceilary to cenfure. To 
applaud and cenfuf e in the fame Sefiion, would be fuch an 
Inconfillency in the Behaviour of this Hoafe, a« would de- 
drey that Charader, which we mufl preferve among the 
People, if we have a mind to be ferviceable to our Sovereign, 
or ufeful to our Country. 

My Lords, we mull enquire ; the whole King^ra ex- 
pcdU it at our Hands > if we do not, there will be ugly In- 
finuations qnade againfl the DjgrJty and Honouf of this 
Houfcy both at home and abroad. For this^e^y Reafon 
we ought to agree to the noble Duke^s Motion* in ord^r 
to fati^fy the People, as foon as poifible, that in this Seflion 
we will do our Duty : It is a Duty we owe to our Sovereign, 
as well as his People, li this Propofition is refofcd, or fct 
afidc by the previous Queilion, I (hall look upon it as a Re- 
fufal of any Enquiry, and therefore I mufl in my own Vin- 
dication proteil. In the glorious and faccefsful Adminiih;a- 
2* tibn 
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tioDtliatJias been mentioned, tho* the Minifters werewilling^ Anno 14. Geo. n* 
25 all Miniilcrs are, to accept of all the Panegyrics the 1740. 
Parliament was willing to beftow, yet, being confcious of 
their own Innocence, they were too wife to oppofe or en- 
deavour to evade an Enquiry. There was then no mutual 
Com pa6l between a Miniiltr and his Tools, to proted one 
another againft an impartial p.irlianientary Enquiry; and 
tiicrcfore, in the Year 1 707, when a Complaint was brouglu 
into this Houfe again^the Admiralty, and an Enquiry into 
the Condad of that Board moved for, tho' Prince Gtcrg€ 
him&lf was then at the Head of the Admiralty, yet the 
Minifters were fo far from oppofing, that they promoted an 
Enquiry. A Committee wi:s accordingly appointed, and a 
irid Enquiry carried on, whereupon it was found, th:;t the • 
Prince's Council had been guilty of great Neglefts, with 
regard to the appointing of Cruizers and Convoys for pro- 
te&iog our Trade ; for which, and for feveral other Neg- 
lects and Miidemeanors alledged againft them, they were 
removed from that Board, without fo much as an Attempt 
made by the Miniilcrs, either to fcreen them fi-om being 
foand guilty, or to proted them after they were, t 

This, my Lords, was the Condud of thofe two wife and 
great Mhiiilers, the Duke of Marlhoreugb and Earl of 
GMfbin : They were not only wife, but they were inno- 
cent ; for if they had hot, if they had been concerned with 
their Underlings in any dirty Jobbs, or if their Underlings 
had been privy to any of their dirty Jobbs, they muil have 
proteded them. To a Miniiler confcious of his Guilt, the 
very Mention of an Enquiry is frightful : Let it begin where 
it will, he is afraid of its coming to him at lafi ; therefore, 
when there arifes a ^eral Difcontent in the Nation, it is 
no Prefumption in Favour of a prime Minifler, if he make9 
afe of all his Authority in Parliament to prevent an Enquiry 
ioto the Caufes of that Difcontent. Popular Difconcents 
can never arife without fome Foundation : They are often 
ocaiioned by the Mifcondud or Avarice of Underlings ; 
but xS the Chief has really no Share in the Guilt, he will 
he for a Urid Enquiry, that his own Condud may be juf? 
tified, and the Blame laid on thofe that deferve it. 

We m unknot only enquire into our paft Condud, my 
Lords, but we mull coniider our future Condud, in order 
to give his Majeily fuch Advice as may be proper at this 
critical and important Conjundure. 1 have not learned from 
old Books, but in this Houfe I have learned, from as able 
Judges as ever fat here ; from my Lord Hallifax.^ my Lord 
Sffsurtf my Lord Co-wter^ I have learned that we fit here in 
three Capacities; We £t heje as a legiflative Council, as a 

jurifdidivc 
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Anno x4.Ge0.II. jurifdidUve Council, and as the great Coancil of State. In 
>74o. this laft Oipacity we ought to give our Advice to our So- 
i^/^W'^\J vercign upon all important Occa£ons ; and for this Purpofe 
we ought to enquire into, and be made acquainted with the 
State of our public Ai&irs. Our exerting ourielves in this 
Capacity will add Weight to all his Majefty's Meafures. If 
other Councils have brought our Conduct into Difrepate^ 
this Houfe's interpofing wiS retrieve our Credit. All Europe 
knows what we ought and can do ; if we have not done it, 
the Interpofition ofthls Houfe will convince the Powers a* 
broad, that wc fliall now begin to do what we ought. 
Whereas, if we continue to applaud and put an entire Con- 
fidence in a Miniiler, whofe Condufl they can put no Con- 
fidence in, they will expefl on our Part, the fame puiillani- 
mous and unfleady Condud in Time to come, which tKey 
have experienced in Time paft ; and this will prevent their 
entering into Engagements with his Majefty, or giving Ear 
to any thing he may propofe. 

My Lords, we have in this Debate heard a great deal of 
a peifedt Harmony between the King and his Parliament, 
and the good Effe^s it may produce ; but if thofe Loixls 
would fpeak their Mind plainly, I believe they mean a per* 
fed Harmony between the King*s Miniften and his Parlia- 
ment, and this can at prefent, m my Opinion, produce no 
good EfFed, becaufe there appears to be no good Hanpony 
between them and the King's People, nor between them 
and thofe Powers upon the Continent, whp are the Kingfs 
poper and natural Allies. I ihould be glad to know, how 
our enquiring into, or cenfuring the Condud of a Minifter, 
can interrupt the Harmony between the King and his Parlia- 
ment : I know it has done fo in former Reigns, when the 
King attempted to fcreen a guilty Minifler from the Juftice 
of Parliament ; but furely none of your Lordfhips will fnp- 
pofe any fuch Thing of his pre(ent Majefly ; therefore our 
cenfuring, and much lefs our refiiiing to approve the Con- 
dud of any Minirtpr, can no way interrupt that Harmony, 
which fubfiUs, and, I hope, will always lubfift between his 
prefent Majefty and his Parliament. On the contrary, it 
will eftabliih and confirm that Harmony, which now fub- 
fifts between hb Majefty and his Parliament, and it will re- 
ftore that Confidence, which we ought to prelcrve amongft 
thofe who are our natural Allies i therefore, if there were ho 
other Reafon for our altering the Method of addreiling we 
have of late Years fallen into, I fhould be for it on this 
Occafion, in order to convince the Powers abroad^ that this 
Houfe will not be direded or didated to by a Minifler^ 
firhofe Condud they think they have fnfficipnt Canfe to mil- 
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troft ; and this of idelf is a nioft prevalent Reaion with me Anno 14. G?o.iT. 
fiv agreeing to the noble Doke^s Motion, becaufe I am 1740. 
weD afluied, it wu neither direded nor dilated by the Mi- C/~V^^SJ» 
nifler. 

As for the other Motion, my Lords, it has (b much of 
the miniilerial Tarn in it, that I very much fufped fome Mi- 
nifter had a Hand in drawing it up : and I am very much • 

farprized to hear the learned Lord that fpokc lail, whofe 
Knowledge in the Dodrine of lnnuendo*s is not to be que- 
iliooed ; 1 fay, I am farprized to hear him aver, that it does 
sot fo mach as imply an Approbation of the Minifter's Con- 
dad. We are to acknowledge t^e Wifdom of the Miniiler*s 
Reiblution to profecute the War in the moft proper Places, 
ud in the moft vigorous and efFedoal Manner : Innuendo, 
That he has adually taken fuch a Refolution, that he has 
taken it as Toon as the Circumftances of our Affairs would 
pamit, and that he will profecute it with Efied. We are 
to acknowledge the Wifdom of his refoWing not to be di- 
verted or deterred from parfuing thofe Meafures : Innuen- 
do, That he has not hitherto allowed himfelf to be diverted 
or deterred. We are to declare, that we will fupport him in 
adhering to the Engagements he has entered into, for main- 
uioing the Balance and Liberties of Eurcfe :- Innuendo, 
That he has never entered into any Engagements, but fuch 
as were proper for this Purpofe, and that he has honourably 
hitherto adhered to all thofe Engagements. Thefe Innuendo's 
are fa obvious, that I am oerfuaded they will be laid hold 
of by the Minifter's Friends, at leaft without doors, for i- 
lencing all thofe that complain of his Condu6l ; and as I am 
very far from being convinced of the Truth of any one of 
them, I cannot agree to an Addrefs, that will admit of fuch 
Innuendo's. 

With regard to the French Squadrons failing to the fFeJi- 
Indies^ it has, my Lords, been aheady obferved, that we 
have no parliamentary Knowledge of the FadI ; but if wc 
had, his Majefly has already moil wifely taken the -proper 
Notice of that Incident, by fending a Squadron thither, 
faiEcient for preventing their being able to limit his Opera- 
tions of War i which, I am fure, will have a much greater 
Effcrd, than any Words we can make afe of. 

From all which, my Lords, it is evident, that the fecond 
Motion, as the learned Lord obferved of the firfl, contains 
too much ; and, I think, it is as plain, that it contains too 
Utde ; for it fays notiiing of our defigning to enter upon any 
Enquiry, or to give any Advice to his Majefly, which is a 
Declaration I tiunk moft neceffary to be made upon this Oc- 
cafion, in order to quiet the Minds of the People, and to 
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Anno 14 Geo.I1. regain the Confidence of our Friends u^<m the Continent. 
1740. This Defeft 1 am not, indeed, much 1 unprized at ; bat 
^ 'V* —'there is another, which I am furprized the Minifter, or any 
Friend of the Miniiter, Ihould have overlooked. 1 mean, 
that of not congratulating his Majefty on his fafc Retom to 
his Regal Dominions : Th s is really a Dtk& in good Man- 
ners, as well as in the Regard we ought to (hew to our So- 
vereign ; and it is the more enormous, confidering the good 
£ffc<^(s the whole Nation felt from his fafe Return. During 
his Abfence, our warlike Operations feemed to be at a 
Stand, or rather we feem'd to be in Sufpencc, whether we 
fhould profecute the Wat or no > but immediately after his. 
Return^ that Fleet which had lain ib long upon oar Coafl, 
at a great Expence to the Nation, fometimes for. want of 
a fair Wind, fometimes for want of proper Provifions, and 
fometimes for want of failing Orders, proceeded upon its 
intended Voyage to the IVeft-InilUs ; where/ I am convinced, 
it will be made a proper Ufe of by the Admiral we have 
there, if he be laid under no Check, that may limit or dif- 
appoint his honeft and brave Intentions. 
Lord Her'vey. 
My Lords, 

Lord Iteruey, As I cannot propofe to fay much more, or better than 

what has been faid by other Lords, who have fpoke before 
me in this Debate, I (htfll trouble your Lordihips with on- 
iy a few Obfervations upon the two Motions. Among o- 
thers, there is this Difterence between thfe two, that the 
firft is found Fault with, and ieveral Amendments ofl&red 
to it, even by thofe Lords who have fpoke in its Favour ; 
whereas no Obje<5lion has been Wde to the fecond by any 
one Lord, who has fpoke in its Favour ; therefore, I think 
your Lordfhips, m order to fave Time, had better chufe the 
fecond Motion, which may be agreed to without Amend* 
ment, than to chufe the firO:, which, it is confefied by 
both' Sides, cannot be agreed to without ieveral Amend* 
ments. As to the Objedtion made to the fecond Motion^ 
that it implies an Approbation of the ConduA of the MiniP 
ters, I do not think there is the lead Foundation for it ; and 
this, I think, every one of your Lordlhips may convince 
himfelf of, by fuppofing the Houfe entered into an £nqui> 
ry^ and confidering whether he would think himfelf tied 
up from cenfuring our late Condud, by any Words con- 
tained in the Addreis propofed by the fecond Motion. For 
my own Part, € am fure I fhould not, and therefore I (hall 
£rft be for agreeing to this Motion, and then, if your 
Lordihips pleafe, I fhall be for entering upon an Enquiry 
into any Pan of our late Condud, and (haU think m^fizM as 

free 
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fffe tocenfare, if I think it oaght to beceiiCarei, as an7AnnoT4.G.><:Jr. 
Lord that oppofod this Motion. '^'^jJ^ i 

The fecond Motion therefore, my Lords, if we chafe it, t/'^^^J 
can give us no Trouble, nor take up much of our Tinne ; 
whereas* if we chufe the fifft, if we do not fet it afide by 
the previous Queftion, before we can agree to it, we muft 
fet about amending it : About chefe Amendments we may 
have new Debates, which will take up a great deal of Time» 
and mufl of courfe give us a great deal of Trouble ; for 
lardy your Lordfhips would not ngree to the firll Motion, 
till after you had fome Way altered the Words, " To whigh 
*' all other Councils are fubordtnate and accountable;** be* 
aufe thefc Words would, in my Opinion, ncccflarily breed 
a (parrel between the two Hbufes. I am very well con- 
vinced, the noble Duke did not mean to include the other 
Hoafe under thefc general Words; but, my Lords, we muft 
not coniider what his Meaning was, or what Senfe we think 
ought to be pot upon them ; we muil confsder what the other 
Houfe will think of them ; and their Jealoufy will, I am 
perfuaded, fuggeft to them, that we meant by thefe Words, 
to lay a Precedent for eftablifhing fome Sort of Jurifdidlion 
over their Ailembly ; therefore your Lordfhips muft expeft, 
they will not patiently bear with your making ufe of fuch a 
geoeial Expreflion. 

fiat this is not the only Amendment we muft make to the 
fiift Motion. Thofe who have fpoke in its Favour have al- 
lowed, that it is defedHve, with regard to the prefent Cir- 
cumilances of Europe^ and the War his Majefty may poffibly 
be engaged in on that Account ; therefore we muft here like- ' 
wife make fome Amendments ; and perhaps others may oc- 
cur, when we come to coniider it more narrowly. In ftiort, 
my Lords, I am quite indifferent, which of the Motions 
you agree to, provided the firft, if you chufe it, be proper- 
ly amended before you agree to it ; but as our chu^ng the • 
fecond will fave a great deal of Trouble and Time, there- 
fore I fhall be for fetting the firft afide, by means of the 
previous Queftion, in order to come at the fecond. 

Lord Baihvrfi. 
My Lords, 

The noble Lord who fpoke laft, has obferved a Difference Lord Batburji, 
between the two Motions, which, in my Opinion, is rather 
a Difference between the Speakers of one Side, and the 
Speakers of the other, than a Difference between the Moti- 
ons themfelves. I jhall grant, that thofe who have fpoke ^ 
for, or fcem to favour the fecond Motion, are more unani- ^ 
mous, as they generally are, amongft themfelves, than thpfe 
who have fpoke for^ or feem to favour the firft ; but this is 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. no Argument for the fecond Motion's being better, or more 
' 740' ^ corred than the firft 5 becaufc thofc that arc in the Wirong 
'^ may be, and often are, more onanimous than thofe that are 

in the Kight. The fecond Motion, therefore, can claim no 
Preference from the Unanimity of its Advocates ; but I will 
obferve to yoor JLordfiiips a real Difieience between the two 
Motions, and a Difiefence, which demonftrably givp the 
Preference to the firft. 

The Difference, my Lords, is this : The fecond Motion 
is fo bad, that Objedions have been made to every Para- 
graph of it except the firft, which thanks his Majeftjr for 
his Speech from the Throne ; whereas the firft Motion has 
in the main been applauded, even by thofe who have fpoke 
againft it ; and no Objedion made, but only to a few ugly 
Words in one Place, and the Want of a few pretty Wonb 
• in another ; therefore it is evident, the firft Motion is in 
the main better than the fecond. Now, if I add the pretty 
Words defired, and leave out the ugly Words objeded to, 
I am perfuaded the noble Duke will agree to what I pro- 
pofe, and then I hope we (hall unanimoufly agree to his Mo- 
tion ; which Unanimity will be an Advantage, as has been 
acknowledged, aind feems to be defired, by thofe who have 
fpoke upon the other Side of the Queftion. 
, I fhall therefore, my Lords, propofe to add, at the End 
of the fecond Paragraph of the noble Duke^s Motion, thefe 
Words, " Or in any other War in which he may be necef- 
'' farily engaged, for maintaining the BaUmce and Liberties 
'* of Europe, on the Event of the late Emperor's Death." 
This will obviate the Objedion of the Motion's containing 
too little ; and as to the Obje^lion of its containing too much» 
the only Words found fault with are thefe, *' To which all 
*' other Councils are fubordinate and accountable ; '' which 
Words, as they ftand in a Parenthefis, X propofe, (hall be 
entirely left out. Thus, my Lords, I think, I have obvi* 
ated every Objedion that has been made to this Motion ; 
and therefore, unlefs your Lordlhips have ibmethiog elfe in 
View, than merely to acknowledge your Loyalty and Fide- 
lity to his Majefty, I hope you will unanimoufly agree to tlm 
Motion thus amended. 

By this your Lordlhips will fave a great deal of Trouble 
and Time ; for if you (hould fet ^ide this Motion by 
means of the previous Queftion, you cannot fuppofe, that 
the fecond Motion, after fo many and fuch ftrong Obje^- 
ons have been made to ir, will be agreed to without iome 
Amendments being o^red, which will of courfe introduce 
a new Debate. Nay, I do not thinks that thofe who arc 
its greateft Advocates, can agree to it, without inferting 
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fome Words for congratalating his Majefty apon his iaie Re- Anno 14. Geo. II. 
torn to his Regal Dominions. 174'^- 

Lord Qower, ^ ^*^ -^ 

My LordSy ' 

As I have carefully attended to this Debate, and in par- lox^ Gruer. 
ticakr to the ObjtfUons that have been made to the noble 
Dake*s Motion, I think, as it is now amended, the Obje&ions 
are all removed; and therefore, if your Lordlhips do not 
sow agree to it, I ihall think you have fome fecret Reafon* 
which has not been yet exprefled, and from hence 1 fliall 
fofped, th^c fome of your Lordfhips not only look upon the 
Addrefs propofc^ by the noble Lord, as an Approbation of 
the Minifter*5 Conduct, but that yon intend it as fuch, and 
2s a Bar to any future Enquiry or Ceafure. And indeed, as all 
Speeches from the Throne are fuppofed, in this Houfe, to 
be the Speech of the Minifter, and as, confequently, our 
Addrefs by way of Anfwer to that Speech, mud be con£der- 
ed as an Anfwer to the Minifler, I muft think, it would not 
fbew a thorough Coniiftency in our Behaviour, to cenfure or 
poniih a Miniller, after having returned him fuch a pretty, - 
finooth Anfwer in the beginning of the Seifion. The noble 
Dake's Motion looks fomething like what the Minifter 
may expedl, and I am fure, what we ought to make him 
exped from this AlTembly ; therefore, if chat Motion be 
thrown out by a Majority, I ihall exped, and the whole 
Nadon with roe will expedt, that the fame Majority will 
throw out every thing that can be offered towards an Enqui- 
ry; and how dangerous this may be, at this Jundlure, I 
ihall leave to your Lordfhips to judge 3 for a good Harmo- 
ny betweeh the King and Parliament will ligmty but litde, 
if it be known abroad, as it will be, that the People are 
generally difcontcnted, that the Parliament fpeaks nothing 
hot the Language of the Minifler, and that their fpeaking 
fach Language has raifed the Difcontents of the People 
ahnoft to Madnefs. 

My Lords, I attended with the more Care to the Objedli- 
ODs made to the noble Duke^s Motion, becaufe, when I 
firfi heard it, X was fo well pleafed with it, that I thought 
00 Exception could be reafonably taken to any Part of it; 
and I muft (ay, I am dill of the fame Opinion. However^ 
for the fake of Unanimity, 1 approve of the Amendments 
my noble Friend has propofed ; but I was furprizcd to hear 
it fo much as fuppofed, that the other Houfe would find fault 
with our faying, " That all other Councils are fubordinate 
" and accountable to this ; " or that they would imagine 
themfehcs included in thefe general Words. I never heard 
of the other Houfc's being called a Cooncil* either in our 
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A00014.Ceo.II. <>^^ Books or our new, or by any Man in tjic Kingdom that 
1740. underflood what he faid. The other Houfe is one pf the 
' Branches of our Legiflature : They are the great Inqueft of 
the Nation ; and as fuch, they are accountable to none ; 
but I never heanl, that they were called, or that they call- 
ed themfelves a Council ; and therefore, fhould we make 
yfe of this Exprefiion, I am convinced the other Houfe would 
^kc no notice of it ; unlefs we fuppofe them under the Di- 
]^<5lion of a Minifler, anc) in that Cafe, indeed, if he per- 
ceived this Houfe inclined to make a (Irid and impartial 
Enquiry into his Condu£l, he might, and probably would, 
prevail with the other Houfe to lay hold of any Handle for 
putting a Stop to that Enquiry ; but as even this Danger is 
Removed, by leaving out the Words objedled to, and as the 
Dcftfl complained of is renioved by the Words my^ noble 
Friend has added, I can now fee no Reafon for our not 
agreeing with the noble Duke's Motion, unleis it be, be- 
«:aufe we are very fure it was not dieted by t^e MiniHer, 
which with me is a ilrong Reafon for approving it. 

The previous Queftion being then put, i( paffed in the 
Negative; Contents 38. Not Contents 66. by which the 
Motion made by the Duke of j^rgyle was fct aJfide ; where- 
upon the Queilion was of courfe propofed, to agree to the 
Motion made by Lord Hivuerjham ; and upon this, the Earl 
of Abingdon flood up, and moved, by way of An^endment, 
to infert in that Motion, immediately before the laft Para- 
graph, thefe Words, i;;s. ** And as a farther Proof of our 
** Duty and Agedlion to his Majefty's facred Perfon, Royal 
•* Family^ and Government, to affure him, that we will 
•* exert ourfelves in our high Capacity of hereditary great 
*' Council of the Crown, in fuch a Manner as may beil tend 
" to the promoting the true Jnterell of his Majelly and our 
•* Country, in this critical junfture." But this Motion be- 
ing difagreed to without any Debate, the Motion made by 
the Lord liaverjham was agreed to without Amendment » 
on which Occafion was entered the following Protefls. 

Vijfentieiit, 

Macclesfield, 

I . Becaufe we conceive, that a Motion of this Nature 
ought not to have been bid afide by the previous Queflion ; 
but we apprehend it would have been more confident with 
the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe to have pafled it in 
tijc Affirmative, fmcc it contained the Urongeil Ailurances 
of our Duty to his Majelly, and of our Zeal to (upport him 
with our Lives and Fortunes in the ProfeCution of (his jufl 

and 
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and Deceflkry War^ moreover, it j|ia^ beqn uiuverTally al-Ax1no14.Ceo.II, 
lowed in the Debate, chat the ancient Ufage of this Hoofc >74o- 
Wis to retam immediately a general Addrefs of Thanks onjy ^ 
for the Speech fiom the Throne, and to appoint a future 
Day for taking the faid Speech into Opniidera(ion : By which 
wife Method of Proceeding, this Houfe had an Opportunity 
of forming their Judgment and offering their Advjce to the 
Crown, upon the (everal Matters contained in the Speech 
after due Enquiry and matnre Deliberation. 

2. Becaoie, tho' the Speech from the Throne is in Partla- 
ment joftly confidered as the A^ of his Miniiters, yet a 
Motion pre-ooncerted, if not drawn by themfelves, echoing 
back the Particuhtfs of tha Speech, is, as we conceive, a 
modeni Expedient to procure a precipitate Approbation of 
Meafures which might not be approved upon better Confidera- 
tioQ. It was indeed alledged in the Debate, in fupport of this 
Fradice, that it was introduced during the late War, in the 
Admini^tion of the kee Earl of G^lpbin ; but we fhould 
aifo confider the Reafon of it, (we heartily wilh we had now 
the fame) that the Zeal of the Houfe was then every Year 
animated t^ xhe glorious Succefles of the Queen^s Arms un- 
der the Command of the Duke of Marlborough, And tho' it 
is always admitted that thefe hafty Addrefies do not pre- 
clude the Houfe from future Enquiries or Cenfures; yet 
ihoold Cenfures, in Confequence of fuch Enquiries, become 
neceiTary, they would produce an InconMency between the 
M Addrefs and the fubfequent Kefolutions, and argue a Le- 
vity highly unbecoming ^e Wifdom and Dignity of this 
Hoofc. 

3. Becanfe one Part of this Motion, the Congratulatwn 
opon his Majefty's fafe Return to his Regal Dominions, could 
be liable to no Obje£Uon, but feemed at this Time peculiarly 
ieaibnable, £nce it was evident to the whole Kingdom, the 
Sailing of xhe Fleet, which had been' delayed £q long, was 
the iounediate Eflfedt of his happy Return. 

4. Becaufe we conceive, that our aiTuring his Mnjefly that 
we would exert ourfelves in our high Capacity of hereditary 
great Council of the Crown, would have given Encourage- 
ment to his Allies, Confidence to his Armies, and Satisfac- 
iion to his Subje^b, efpecially in this critical Conjundure, 
wherein the Advice of this Hoafe is more than ever necef- 
firy, (inpe \)y the Inaction of this laft Year in all Parts (ex- 
cept wherein Admiral Vernon commanded) notwithilanding 
the vaA Fleets an^ Armies maintained at (b immenfe a 
Charge, this juft and neceflary War feems hitherto to have 
been carried on by the fame Spirit and Advice which fo long 
dday'd the entering into it ; and we conceive that tl^e , 
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AAnoj4.Geo. II. ftn^eft Enqoines into fach Condafl are the moft probable 
'740- Means of redrefling our Grievances' at Home, and bringing 
\^ v~^ the War Abroad to a fpeedy and happy Conclafion. 

Buccleugbi Stanhope^ Hallifax^ Cbefttrfield^ Bridgivaier^ 
Winchelfea and Nottingham^ Beaufort, LitchJUldy Talhot^ 
Willoughhy d$ Brook, Greiniuich, Carteret, Sbafisbury^ 
Clifton, Ha<verjham, Carlijle, Denbigh, Bathurji^ Cra- 
ven, Thanet, Go-'werf Ayhiford^ 

Then it was propofed to iniert in the fecond ftated Qoefti- 
on, immediately before the laft Paragraph, the Words oi the 
firll Qoefliony except thofe in the Parentheiis, o^ix. *' To 
*' which all other Councils are fobordinate and accountable.** 
Which being objeded to, the Queftion was pat» Whether 
thofe Words ihall be inferted. 

It was refolvcd in the Negative. 
Content 35} 

Not Content tz\ 

Dijftntient. 
Becaufe when thefe Words made Part of the Qneftion iirft 
moved, they were allowed by every Lord, who {poke in the 
Debate, to be proper and unexceptionable, and the following 
Parenthefis only ('' To which all other Councils are fubor<^ 
dinate and accountable*') was objected to, as liable to a Mif« 
conftrudion in another Houie; we cannot therefore but be 
furprized, that when this Queftion, fioeed from that Shadow 
of an Objection, (as we conceive) was ofiered as an Amend- 
ment to the Motion for an Addiefs, it fhould have been re- 
jedted ; and the more fo, fince the Negative palTed upon it 
may be conftrued to imply, what we are perfuaded no Lord 
in this Houfe can intend, (whatever others may wi(h) '* a Re^ 
•* folution not to enquire, advife, or ccnfure, eventho* juft 
*' Safpicions, imprudent Councils, or criminal Meafures 
*' ihould require it." 

Subftribed, {^e, as before. 

The Addreis was as follows. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 
^adrefs rf WT ^ y^^^ Majcfty*8 moft dutifol and loyal Subjcas, the 

'I'hMoks. yy L^j^jg Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament affem- 

bled, beg Leave to return your Majefty our humble Thanks 
for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

The Refolution which yoar Majefty is pleafed to exprcls, 
for carrying on this juft and necef&ry War, in the mott pro- 
per Places, and in the moft vigorous and elFedtual Manner, 
is fo agreeable to your Royal Wifdomi as well as to the 
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united Defires of your Fbople» that it fills our Hearts with Aimo T4.Geo.n« 
tiie ffloll grateful Sentiments. As the ff^efi-I/tdies has been 1740- 
the Scene of the moft ontrageons Depredations and Violences, ^ 
cofflmitted by the Spaniards opon your Majefty*s Subjedb ; 
we hope and tmft, (hat, by the fikfling of God on your 
Majefly^s Councils and Arms, this Nation will, in thofe Parts 
more efpecially, obtain that juft Satisfa6\ion for paH Injuries, 
and e&dnal Secnrity for their Navigation and Commerce 
for the fiitare, which have hitherto been refiifed, contrary 
to the Faith <^ the moft folemn Treaties. 

We suft ever acknowledge it, amongft the many Inftances 
of your Majefty's Firmnefi, and true Greatnefs of Mind, 
that yott have not fufiered any Incidents whatfoever, to di- 
vert or deter you from thefe Meafures : And we doubt not 
bat your Enemies wiU foon be convinced, that the Security 
of your M^jefty^s Government at home, rouft be ilrengthened 
in the Afiedions and Support of your People ; whillt your 
Sqaadrons are lent to difbnt Parts of the World, as well for 
maintaining their undoubted Rights and Interefts, as the Ho* 
BOOT of your Imperial Crown. 

Under this deep Senfe of our Obligations to your Majefty, 
permit us to ofter at your Royal Feet the flrongeil Afiaran- 
ces, that if any other Pdwer ihould attempt to prefcribe or 
limit the Operations of the War againfl your declared Ene* 
nies; fttch an extraordinary Proceeding would not fail to 
create in us the higheft and moft becoming Indignation, and 
todetmnine us to concur in all proper Meafures, for vindi* 
eating and defending your Majefty*s Dignity and Honour 
againft any Infnlts, and for fruftrating any Defigns formed 
agaiflftns. 

We are truly fenilble, that the Death of the late Emperor 
is an Event, which calls for the vigilant Attention of all 
thofe who fincerdy wiih well to the common Safety and Tran- 
quillity ; and we beg Leave to afture your Majefty, that we 
will zealooily ftand by and fupport you, in adhering to the 
Engagqnents you are under, for maintaining the Balance and 
Liberties of Europe on that important Occafion, as well as 
ia the vigorous Irofecution of the prefent War. 

To repeat the unfeigned Profeffions, that we have fo often 
made, of our unalterable Fidelity and Aifedlion to your Ma- 
jefty's moft facred Perfon and Government, and our Zeal for 
the Continuance of the Proteftant Succeffion in your Royal 
Houie, maj^ feem nnneceftary, when it is demonftrably our 
cflential Intereft, as well as our Duty, to perfevere in thefe 
PHndples. But we ftiould be wanting to thofe warm Impref- 
fions, which we feel in ourfelves, if we did not, in this Cotf* 
jondbre, declare to your Majefty, and the whole World, the 
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Annoi4 Geo.ll. fixed and unfliaketi Purpoifc of our Hearts, to defend and 
■ 740. fupport this glorious Cauie, at the Expence of our Blood and 

' ^ ^ Treafure ; and, at the fame Time, exprefs our finccre and 

ardent Wifhes, that all your Enterprizes, for maintaining 
the Honour of your Majefty's Crown, and the Rights of 
your People!, may be bleiTed with the moft profperous Suc- 
cefs. 

His Majefty^s moft gracious Anfwer. 
My Lords, 
•' T Thank you for this dutiful and affefUonate Addrefs. 
" I Nothing can be rtore agreeable to me, than the Zeal 
" you exprefs for the vigorous Profecution of this juft and 
** nccefiary War, the Support of my Dignity and Honour, 
*' and the Prefervation of the Balance and Liberties of 
*' Europe ; all which I have entirely at Heart. 

Decemher i. All the Lords having been fummoned ac- 
cording to order; Lord Bathurfi flood up, and exprefTcd 
hifflfelf to the following Purpofe : 

My Lords, 

In the firfl Debate that happened amongft us this Seilion* 
it was acknowledged by every Lord whofpoke in the Debate, 
that thb Houfe not on!y may enquire into the Conduct of 
pail Meafures, but that we may, and ought, as the great 
hereditary Council of the Crown, to give our Advice, with 
regard to future Meafures, in every Cafe that appears to be 
of great Importance ; and upon that Occaiion every one of 
your Lordfhips feemcd extremely willing to enter upon an 
Enquiry into our late Conduft. This, my Lords, encou- 
raged me to think of what was proper for this Purpofe ; 
and the Refult of my Thoughts upon this Subje£l is the 
Caufe of the Motion, which I am now to make to your 
Lordfhips, and which 1 take upon me to nake, not only 
becaufe I am willing, but becaufe I think the Ibud Com- 
plaints that are generally fpread among the People, have 
now made it abfolutely necefTary for this Houfe to enquire 
into the Condudl and Management of the War we are now 
unfortunately engaged in. 

A State ckif War, my Lords, is a moft troublefome, dan- 
gerous, and expenfive State to any Nation whatever ; but 
to a trading Nation it is more fo, than to any other : This 
our prefeni moft excellent Miniftcrs have often declared : 
They ieemed to be fo fenfible of this, but a very fhort while 
£nce, that they made.it an Gxcufe for fubmitting to as cruel 
Infulu, continuing as tedious and bopelefs Negotiations, and 
z agreeing 
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agreau^ id as ia f amta m Tfctdes, as any Age or Country Anno 14.0^.11. 

OA panUd. Tiierefote^ when oar MiniAers found them- ^ ^740- 

idves BBftvoidahly obUg^ to engage in War» their firft and ~ 
duef Confideiation iMNikL have been to have taken the 
moft fvopcr Meafurei, for bringing that War to a fpeedy 
xs vdl as happy Candulion. It may be the Advanuge of a 
IliniAer to have his Oouatry engaged in War» and to pro- 
long than War as nach as he can, efpecially when the War 
^>pens to be fadk a one, as he may manage fo as not to 
nm any confideraUe Riit of a Misfortune, and at the fame 
mc to gain a little Trioaiph now and then, for cheering the 
S|»ritSy and amufiag the Minds of the unthinking Part of 
lusCoaatiymeBy without allowing them to pufh their Sac* 
cds^iar, as to compel the Enbmy to ofler a Carte BlancJbi. 
Thb Sort of Coadad, I fay, may often happen to be the 
latere^ of a Minafler, but it can never be the IntereH of a 
Naooa, efpecially of this Nation. The Injufiice, the 
Haiighdnffs, or the Ambition of foreign Courts may force 
us into a War ; but when this Misfortune happens, it is cer- 
tainly the Intereft of the Nation to pufh the War with all 
poffible Vigoor and Difpatch, in order to put an End to the 
Misfortune, as foon as we can, by forcing the Enemy to 
fiibmit to reafonable Terms of Peace ; and when Miniflers 
do QOt pufh the War with Vigour and Difpatch, it is the 
BataneTs aad the Duty of this Houfe to enquire into their 
Condud, to pmiiih them for their Neg!ed, and to put the 
fiaore Management of the War into other Hands. 

When Ac War we are now engaged in was firil refolved 
on, cvcfy one of your Lordfhips, and I believe, every Man 
in the Kingdom, concluded, that the Weji-Indie$ was the 
moft |Moper Place for profocuting the War, fo as to bring it 
to a foeedy, as well as happy liTue. Every ono faw it 
was taere, where we could mod hurt the Enemy, where 
tliey were the leaft capable to defend themfelves, and where 
«re might pufh the War with the moil Eafe and greateft Ad- 
vantage. Every one therefore concluded, that the War 
woidd be begun by a vigorous Pnih in that P^rt of the World, 
aad every one ftimds amazed, that for near a Year and half 
after Oite« had been adnally difpatched for committing 
Hoftiltties, no Eaterprisse of great Importance had been un* 
dertaken agaiaft any of the Sfam/b Settlements in America^ 
nor any proper Force Cent thither for fuch a Purpofe. Whea ' 
I (ay this, my Lords. 1 would not be thought to derogate 
in the \ia&. from Admiral V§rmiC^ Enterprize upon ForU 
Bclk: It was a bold Undertaking, and was attended "with 
the moft glorious* I mil fay, the moft uneapefted Succefs $ 
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Aimoj^.C«o.n. but no one can dj it was anEnterpnze CQncected, or lb 
174^* much as dreamt of by our Minifters ; becaafe that Admiral 
was not, in their Opinion, acoording to what they had upon 
a former Occaiion declar^, provided with a Force fuffident 
for tliat or any other fuch £nterprize $ and his Succefs 
ihewcd, that, if he had been provided with a proper Foror, 
that Enterprise might have been puihed much farther^ and 
made more advantageous to this Nation, and more pre- 
judidal to the Enemy. For it is very certain, chat if he had 
been provided with a proper Land-Force, ^nd fuch a one as 
we might eMy have fpared to have fent along with .him, or 
foon after him, he might have kept Pofleflionof For/^ BelU, 
inflead of deflroying it, and might have made himfelf Ma- 
iler of PoMoma, by which Means we Cbonld have laid the 
whole Coaft of CJbt/i and Pgru, and the Weftem Coaft of 
Mexico, open both to our Trade and to our Attacks ; and 
being thus Mailers of the Ifthmus of Darie», by. (ending 
proper Reinforcements, and taking proper Care to prevent 
the Enemy's fending any, we might foon have made cur- 
sives abfolute Mailers of the Mines of Peru, none of 
which lie a great Way from the Wellern Coaft of America, 
which would at once have put an End to the War, or 
would have enabled us to carry it on, at the Enemy^s Ex- 
pence, againfl whofoever fhould have dared, either to join 
with them againfl us, or to prefcribe Limits to the Opera- 
tions of his Majeily's Arms. 

My Lords, if our Inadlivity, or rather our providing for 
Adivity in the Wefi-Irulies, had been retarded or prevented 
by a defigned Enterprize in any other Part of the World, or 
by any well-grounded Appreheniions of a dangerous Inva- 
fion, there would have been fome Excufe ; but as we feem 
sot to have fo much as thought of any other Enterprize, and 
as it is impoiTible for any Power in Euroft to invade thefe 
Kingdoms with any fuch Land-Force, as may be dangerous, 
whilft we have ^ fuperior Force at Sea, and are able to lock 
thein up in their Ports, this Ina£livity in the Wefi-ItuUesy and 
our Delay in providing for any Enterprize of Confcquence 
in that Part of the World, appears abfolutely inexaifable 
to all thofe, who are ignorant of the fecret Springs of our 
public Conduct. To vulgar Eyes it appears to proceed from 
nothing but the moil fupine Negligence, or the moft ftupid 
Weaknefi, that Minifters were ever guilty of: Nay, there 
are many in this Kingdom, and fome of them of no fcnall 
Figure, who are apt to afcribe it to fomething worie than 
Negligence or Weaknefs : They know^ that fome of our 
Minivers were againit the War^ notwithilanding all the 
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PhMcadoD we had met with: From hence they fufp^A!uioT4.Geo.II. 
tbit thefe Minifters have refolved we (hall have no Sac- x74o* 
ce6 in the War, (o far as they are able, by their Art or 
Power, to prevent it ; and that in Paifuance of this Re- 
lolatioo, they took Care we fhould not attack the Ene^ 
mv IB any Part of the World, till they had fair Warning, 
and {affic»it Time to provide for their Defence ; fo that if 
we ha?e Succefs any where, it will be owing to the natural 
Indolence and Lazinefs, or the Cowardice of the Enemy 
we have to deal with, and not to the Wifdomy Diligence, 
or Condnd of oar own Minifters. 

What I have already obferved fliews, that in this War we 
ftaabled, our Miniilers .were guilty of Negligence, Weak- 
nef«, or Wickednefs, at the very firft fetting out : fiat, have 
we fince recovered oorfelves ? Have our Minifters, by their 
Coodud iince, atoned for the Fault they committed at the 
Beginning of the War ? No, my Lords : Even after we 
heard of Admiral Ffmon^s Succefs at Porto Beiloy and from 
thence were convinced, how defenceleis the Enemy were in 
that Part of the World, we took no Care to fend him any 
proper Supply, either of Ships or Land-Forces, nor did we 
uke a proper Care, as is generally fappofed, to prevent the 
Enemy from fending Reinforcements thither. Nay, if any 
Credit is to be given to vulgar Reports, Mr. Vernon was fent 
out fo ill provided with naval Stores, that after the AflFair 
Qi Porto BeUo, he was obliged to lie by, feveral Months, 
daring the mojH proper Seafon for Adion in that Part of 
the World, for mere Want of fpare Mafts, Sails, and other 
Implements neceflary for refitting his Ships, which, if true, 
moft be allowed to be a moft criminal iort of Over£ght ; 
for, finely, it will not be imputed to our Want of naval 
Stores here at Home, cqnfidering the vaft Sums that have 
of late Years been given for the Support of our Navy, and con- 
Jidering that no Sum has lately ever been refufed by Parlia- 
ment, which was defired by our Minifters, on that or any 
odier Account. 

i coold mention, my Lords, many other Mifmanage- 
ments and fatal Negle^s in the Conduct of the prefent* 
War, wiiich can no way be accounted for by thofe who are 
not let into any of the Secrets of State ; and from hence, 
my Lords, there is now fuch a general Clamour raifed in the 
Nation, diat this Houfe muft enquire into the late Condud 
of our Minifters, if we have any Regard to our Cbara^er, 
or if we have any Regard to our Duty, either to our King 
or our Country. When a general Clamour is raifed among 
the People againft the Conduct of the King*& Minifters, it 
Qoft be either with qi without a real Foundation. If it be 
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Annox4.0eo.ll. without a real Fonndatioii, we are ia Joftioe tt> die Mini- 
1740. fters, and in Duty to our Sovereigtty obliged to eifqnire 
' ftri&ly and impartially into their Condud ; becauie from 
thence the People will be convinced that their Clamomr was 
without any real Foimdationy and that what appeatred to be 
owing to the Mifcondud of the MiniAers, was truly the £f> 
fed of Accidents or Fatalities, which the Minifters coald 
neither forefee nor prevent. By thisMctns, we flisil do 
Juftice to our own Charader, by fhewing the People that we 
do not negled their Safety ; we ihall do Juftice to the Cha- 
rader of the King's Miniflers, by ihewing the People that 
they are innocent ; and we (hall do eminent Service to the 
King, by convincing the People that he employs no Pods or 
Knaves in the Adminiflration of public Affiurs. 

On the other hand, my Lords, if there be a real Foanda- 
tion for the Clamoars raifed among the People againft the 
Condud of the Adminiflration, your Lordlhips are boond in 
Duty both to your King and Country, to enquire into 'that 
Condud. To your Country you are in Duty bomsd, that 
it may, no longer fuffer by the Weaknefs or Wickcdncfs of 
its Governors ; and to your King you are in Ddty bound, 
that he may no longer beexpofed to the Danger of lofing the 
^ Aficdions of his People by the Mifcondud of his Miniflers. 

Thus your Lordfhips muft fee, that when there is a ge* 
neral Clamour among the People^ againft the Condud of 
the Adminiftration, whether that Clamour be groundlefs or 
no, we are in Duty to our own Character, in Doty to 
our King, in Duty to our Country, bound to enquire in- 
to the Conduct of our Minifters ; and this Enquiry mofb 
not be partial or foperficial ; We muft have all lepers, 
^U Materials, laid before us that are neceiTary for coming 
at the Truth : Without this we can give no Satisfaction to 
the People : We cannot diflinguiih the Guilty from the 
Innocent : The People will judge, whether we are in 
earnefl or no, by the Materials we have before as, and 
by the Perfons chiefly employed to make that Enquiry : 
FVom thence they will judge, whether our Enquiry be par- 
tial and foperficial ; and if they fuppofe it is, our Juftifica- 
tion of the Condud of the Miniflcrs, inftead of reftoring 
their Charader, will make us lofe our oWn. TBerefoic, 
if the Mitiifters be perfedly innocent, if they have been 
guilty of no Fault, they will not only promote our Enquiry, 
but they will furnifh us with every Thing neceflary for our 
Infbrmatwn, and will defire that the Enquiry may be ciiiefly 
condudcd by thofe who cannot be fufpcdcd of being par- 
tial in their Favour. I cannot pretend to the Honour of 
ftying, the Miaiftew are my Friends ; b|it I will fay, thar, 
I if 
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IT dfe^ tre iimocent, I am not their Enemy ; and as I hope Am? f4.GeolK 
t!^ win, apon a £bid Eriqaiiy, appear to be fo, I ihall be 1740. 
fo niQch their Frieiid as to tell them, that, confidering the ^'*/'''* ^ 
piUic Scaacbl they lie under, the wi^ft and beft Ooorfe they 
can takcy either for themiclTcs, their Sovereign, or their 
Cointzy, is to fobmit thehr ConduA to the public COifafe; 
aDd for that PUrpofe, to fbrniih us with all Papers that can 
be thooght neceflknr for oor thoroueh Information. 

I know, my Loros, it may be faid, that there are many 
hpers which cannot, confiftently with the public Safety, be 
laid before this Houfe, becaufe the Secrets of our Govern- 
ment might thereby be difcovered to our Enemies. This Ar- 
gament 1 do not think of any Weight, becaufe in fuch Cafes 
we nay appoint a fecrct Committee to infped fuch Papers, 
and to rraort fndi Parts of them, as may be communicated 
without Danger, with their Opinion upon the Whole: How- 
erer, ai fome of your Lordfhips may be of a different Opi - 
man, and as I am willing to have what I propofe unanimouf- 
ly agreed to, I have taken Care to obviate this Argument 

agamft my Motion: which is this : '- To refolve. That Moves for an 

n hmnble Addrefi be prefented to his Majefty, that he will Addrels for the 
be g^ackniily pleafed to give Diredions to the proper Officer, ? A^a^'^''''^ 
to lay before this Houfe, Copies of the fcveral Orders and^„^ *^' 

Inftnidtions given to Vice-Admiral Vernon^ from the Time 
of his lailing from "England xvl the Year 1 730, to the 24th of 
7«w laft ; " except only fuch Parts of thcfe Orders and In- 
*< ftru£tioD8, which rdate to any particular Defign, yet re- 
'< maitting to be executed.'^ 

My Lords, coniidering the Exception I have taken Care 
to a^ to this Motion, I cannot fuggeft to myfelf any Objec- 
tioo that can be made to it. If your Lordihips are reiblved 
to give any Satis&Aion to the People, by an Enquiry into 
the Condod^ of our Miniilers : Nay, if you have any 
Thoughts of exerting yourfelves in your high Capacity of he- 
icditary great Council of the Crown, upon this Occaiion, 
i^hlch mnft be allowed to be as important, as any that ever 
happened : Nay farther, if the Miniilers themfelves are not 
confcious of their own Mifcondad, this Motion muft, in my 
Ophnoo, be unanimouily agreed to ; and therefore, I think 
it oaneceiTary to take up your Lord(hip» Time with faying 
any thing more in its Favour. 

My Lords, 
That this Houfe has a Right to enquire into the Conduft of p^i^e of iViw- 
paft Meafures, or that we may offer our Advice to the Crown, cafiU^ . 
in relation to foture Meafures, are QuefUons that will never, I 
believe^ be disputed by any Lord who h» the Honour of a • 

Scat 
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Aa11014.Geo.lI* Seat in this AiTembly ; but the Queftlons that ufiially com 
1740. to be difputed upon fuch Occafions, are, whether it is then 
ncceffary or proper for us to enquire, or to oiler our Advice. 
As to an Enquiry into the Condu6i of paft Meafares, 1 hope 
it will not be fo much as alledged, that it is at all Times 
proper to enquire, or that we ever ought to fet up fuch an 
Enquiry with oat fome very good Reafons for fo doing ; 
therefore, when an Enquiry is propqfed, the two QueiHons 
that naturally occur, are, whether there be any Reaibn for 
the Enquiry propoied, and whether that be a proper Time 
for fetting up fuch an Enquiry. To fay, that a general Qa- 
mour among the People affords a good Reafon for an Enquiry, 
is, in my Opinion, a very improper Rul^ for any Lord in 
this Houfe to determine himfelf by ; becaufe there never 
was an Adminidration,. whofe Condudl was not clamoured a- 
gainfl by fome ; nor was there ever a public Meafure puriued, 
which was not . mifxeprefented and complained of by fome 
Perfons in the Kingdom ; therefore* it is very difficult, if not 
impoflible, for any Lord to determine, whether or no a da- 
mour be general, and the deciding of this Qi^edion will 
appear flill more difficult or impoffible, if we coniider the pre- 
sent Circumdances of this Nation. 

Your Lordfhips all know, that we flill have in this King- 
dom a very numerous Party, who are difalFedled to oar pre- 
fent happy Eftablifhment. From this Party we niuft expect, 
that they will be continually endeavouring to raife a Clamour 
againil the wifefl Meafures that can be purfued by the Ad* 
miniflration ; and in this they will always be joined by thofe, 
who find Fault with public Meafures for no other Reaibn, 
but becaufe they were not concerned in advifing or profe* 
cuting them. Thefe two Bodies of Men will at all times 
form a very confiderable Party, and as the People in general 
are more apt to condemn, than to applaud the Conduct of 
Men in Power, the Endeavours of thefe two Bodies of Men 
will always be too fuccefsful ; efpecially, as in this Kingdom 
every Man may not only fpeak, but write and publifh, al- 
mod whatever he pleafes, againft the Government of his 
Country. Thus, whilft our prefent happy Eftablifhment en- 
dures, which I hope will be as long as the World lafts, wc 
muft expedl, that there will be a Clamour againft the wifefl 
Meafures that can be purfued by the Adminiftration ; but 
fuch a Clamour will not< I hope, be faid to be a fufficient 
Ground for this Houfe to proceed to an Enquiry into the 
Coni^u<a of paft Meafures ; becaufe fuch Enquiry not only 
takes up the Time of this Houfe, which might beotherwife 
better employed, but it diverts the Attention of our Minifter^, 
?iid forces thcul to apply to their own J unification and Prefer^ 

vation^ 
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nxkm, that Care and Time, which ought to be applied toAj1110f4.GM.lI. 
the Safety and Profperky of the Public. '74Q» 

AClanoar, therdbre, anions the People, however gene- ^ 
lal it may appear, is not» I think, of itfelf fufficient to juf* 
tify any Lord in giving his Vote for an Enquiry ; confe- 
qaemly we muft look for another Rule, by which we are 
to determine, whether there be a fufficient Reafon for the 
Eiiqmry propofed, and this Rule is, in my Opinion, very 
far from being difficult to be found. It is in fhort this : Be- 
fore any Lord confents to an Enquiry into the Condud of 
yeA Meafures, he ought to confider that Conduct, and the' 
Light in which it appears to him ; and if upon a general 
Sorrey, he can find no Reafon tp fuppofe, that it has been 
extremely weak, or extremely wicked, he ought not to give 
his Confent to an Enquiry. J fay, my Lords, extremely 
weak or extremely wicked ; for I do not think, that human 
Frailties or Overiights can afford fufficieot Caufe for this 
Houfe CO proc^ to an Enquiry ; nor can any public Mif- 
formne afford fuch a Caufe, if there appears to be a Probabi- 
lity, that it was owing to fuch Accidents as could not be fore- 
deeo, or fuch as could not be prevented, by thofe entroflecl 
with the Management of our public Affairs. 

This, my Lords, is the only Rule for judging, whether 
we have at prefent a fufficient Ground for fetting up an £n- 
qmry into the Condud of paft Meafures, and according to 
this Role I can find no fuch Ground. We have as yet, thank 
God f met with no uncommon or unexpeded Misfortune in 
the War in which we are now uAhappily engaged. We hav« 
not as yet, perhaps, met with all the Succefs, which was at 
the Beginning expeded by fome fanguine Perfons, who were 
ignonmt of the Difficulties we had to encounter, and the 
dangerous Situation in which the Affairs of Eurofe happened 
to be, when we found ourfelves obliged to-declare War. But 
we have met with greater Succefs than could' reafbnably be 
expeded by any Man, who was fully informed : We have al- 
jcady done the Enemy greater Mifchief than they can repair 
for many Years ; we have opened a moft beneficial Trade to 
die^^^ Settlements if! the Weft-Indits \ and upon the .Ba- 
lance, I believe, we have taken a great deal more fi-om 
the Enemy at Sea, than they have been able to take frooL 
OS, notwithftanding the vail Difproportion between the 
Trade and Navigation of Great Brilain^ and the Trade and 
Navigation of Spain. Thefe, my Lords, are cgnfiderable 
Advantages, and if we have not reaped greater, it has bedi 
entirely owing to the weak Condition we were in, when 
^fain made it abfblutelv neceiTary for us to iffue Letters of 
Reprisal, by refiifing that Satisfadlion fhe had fb fokmnly 

promiiol 
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jitM>t4'^t6Xl»fTomi&d in the late Coavmtioii. We had Chen bo TfbofM 
1740. on Foot, but fuch as were judged abfelatdy neocflair for 

W 'i^^m^ oar Defence in Tiaae of Peace, and we had not near meh a 
^Jumber of Men of War in Commiffiony as were neceflary 
ibr guarding our Coafisy our Trade, and our valuable Settle- 
ments in the Meditirraneav. It was therefore neceAary to 
think of provjdiag for our own Defence, before we could 
provide for attacking the Enemy; and as the Power of our 
Government is more limittsd than tihe Power of any otho*, 
every one knows the Difficulties our Goveniment muft alwsya 
meet with both in raifii^ Soldiers and Seamen. 

My Lords, if we had no dilaffe^^ed Pu-ty ano^gft our- 
ielves, or if we had, at the Beginning of the War, had no 
Enemy to fear but Stain^ we mighit perhaps have vcniasBd 
^o have fent a few or our r^nlar Troops for attacking Spain. 
an the Wefi-IndUi^ before we had xeplac^ them by new Le^ 
vies ; but neither of thefe was the Caue. We hav« fkiii a dif- 
afiefied Party amo^gft us, and though that Party may not of 
itfelf be formidable to the Government, yet if tkc&ftadaris 
had found Means to land 4 or 5000 regviiar Troops in any 
Part of Great Britmn or IrflaUd^ at a Time whoi we had 
not a fufficient Number of regular Tooops ibr our Defienor, 
Jthe Invaders would have been joined by fuch a Number of the 
Difaf&cted, as wouki have made it vei;y dificuk for oato fiq^« 
port our Government at home, and confequently utterly 
jmpoiRble for us to atuck the Enemy, or even 10 defend 
our own Dominions abioad. I know that this will now JM 
xeprefented as a vain and ridiculous Apprehenfion, becaofe, 
by the Wifdom and Care of our Miniliers, the Danger has 
been prevented ; but if they, by fending our Squadrons and 
Troops abroad, had expofed us to the Danger of an Xnva- 
fion at home, and the Enemy had thereby found an Oppor* 
tunity to land ibme Troops in Britain or irtbmd^ I am fuie 
it would have afibrded a much better Reafon for an Enqoicy 
into their Condud, than any can be now aligned* 

Therefore the Dang^ Of an Invafion, even ftom ^^im, 
was a good Reaibn for our delaying to fend any Troops .to 
the IFd'^'Miei, till a fufficient Number could be tail^lor 
that Purpofe, which was done, in my Opinion, with all 
poffiblc Difpatch. and - the Fleet, with thole Troops on 
- board, failed as foon as the Winds would permit ; for I 
hope it will not be imputed to any Mifcondu£l of our Mini- 
.Hers, that the Winds continued for two or three Months in 
the weilern Comer. But Spain, my Lords, was not the only 
Enemy we had, or have yet to fear : There is another Po- 
tentate in Europe, whofe Intereft it is to prevent this Na- 
tion's ^tending itn Dominions in Jmerica, and therefore we 

had 
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UiUafim lo appr«]i«iid from cht BogiimiAg, that he wooIdAw) 14.Geo.r1* 
jfom with ^^« aguoft ly, if he faw any Probability of do- ^ ^4 ^- 
iif it vithSiicoeu. The only Method we had to prevent 
tho Fnobability, was to provide lor our Defence, both by 
Liad uA Soa* i^ (och a Maoner, as to prevent its being in 
his Fower to do as a Mifchief here at home, or give a 
dtck to our Arms ahraad, eV«D though he ibould openly 
join with Spmm far that Porpoft j aad this made it necefli- 
ly for ua to keep greater Anaies at home, tod more pow- 
ttfil Sfoadnnu upon oer Coais^ than we fliould otherwife 
hive had OooafioB for. Even the very Sufpicion of our de- 
£gniog to make Conqaefts upon Sfaim in Jmericuy has, we 
iiad, made this Potentate icad his Squadrons to the iVeft^ 
la^: What they iotepd to do there, is not as yet known ; 
hat X they intend any thiog againft us, it is to be ho- 
ped, his MajeSy*s Squadrons, now gone thither, will be 
able CO gsfe a good Acoonnt of them. I am far from Cup- 
pofing, they have Orders to join with Sfaim, or to a£l any 
Wi^ againll this Nation 1 bot their having failed thither 
jafttte the Sn^idons of oor Miniften, and (hews, that 
tktf wcve in the right to provide agginfl the worft, efpe- 
daUy here at hone 1 for Natuse itfelf teaches us to guaxd 
cUefly the moft vstaji Farts» and even to e3cpofe the Mem- 
faes for paevcottng a Bloiv in any vital Part. 

Thus, my Lnrdi, o«r not having tiU very lately fent any 
Imid-Feree to the IFtfi-Mm, may be eafily accounted for; 
sad the iH Sncceft <^ all our former Expeditions againft OU 
SfMn moft Ibew, that it would have been very imprudent 
10 us 10 make any foeh new Atteomt. Such Attempts muft 
always put this Nation to a vafl Kxpencei and whatever 
Ao&t private BAen may get by Plilndcr, the Nation can ex- 
pefi no Advann^, nor can we greatly difbeis the Enemv, 
hf any foch AtmoBpt, kc it prove ever fo fucceisfol. The 
eUef Thing wehad to do in |tjie MedittrtsMMM, or upon 
ifce Omfa of Sfami was to jptottA our Trade and our Set- 
dEaencs in ^thet Part of Ae WorM, which we have efio- 
tmUydones and the onty thag we oouklreaibttably pretend 
10 do in the JFefi^Mks^ till alter we had provided for oar 
fideonenthone, was to prevent the Return of the GaUeons, 
ududh we have HkewifeeAbftnally done: Nay, by the Con- 
daft and Bnvcry of the ;Admirai which his Mbjefty was 
pkaM to fond thither, we hnve done a ppeat deal more ; 
&r bf the DemoUtiqn of the Fordications nt Port9 BelU 
miCk/^rei we have made itimpoffiUe for any Galleons 
ever to return, as kmg as the War contittoes between Credit 
^tMM and jjftaw. This of itfelf midl bring great Difo-efs 
both iqpon the Court and Kingdom of Sfm, and will at 
J74^. T t r * laft 
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Anno i4.Geo.ll- tall con^el them to fabmit to reafonabk Terms, widumt 
1740. ^ oar malung any Conquefb in that Part of the World, which 
will, in my Opinion, be a dangerous Attempt, not only 
becaafe of the Difficulty attending the Experiment, bat 
becaufe it may unite all die trading Powers of Eurofi in a 
League againft us. 

Therefore, my Lords, as Things appear tomefromdiofe 
Circumilances that are public, I can fee no Reaibn to find 
Fault with the Management of the War, and confeqoentljr 
I can fee no Reafon for oar giving either oarielves or the 
King^s Servants the TrouUe of enquiring into their Om* 
dudl. I fay, my Lords, as Things appear to me from thofe 
Circumftances that are public, which every one of your 
Lordfhips is as good a Judge of as I am ; for I do not pre- 
tend to argue mm any fecret Intelligence s if I had the 
Liberty to do fo, I might perhaps give a much greater 
Weight to my Argument ; 1 might perhaps be able to dev 
the Adminiflration of every Sufpicion of Mifcondud s but 
this I do not think necefTary, becaufe in the prefent Oak it 
is fufficient to argoe from public Appearances ; it is from 
them thofe Lords mud argue, who happen to have no Share 
in the Adminiflration ; and if from them we find no Reafon 
to fdfpefi our Miniflers of extreme Weaknefs or Wickedads 
in the Conduct of public Afllairs, we can have no fhffideot 
Ground for fetcing up a Parliamentary Enquiry, which mnft 
always be troublefome, if not dangerous, and can be at- 
tended with no national Advantage, when there has been 
np Error in our public Condu6(. For to im^^ine that fuch 
an Enquiry, let it be ever fo ffaridt and impartui, would pa* 
cify the Ciamours without Doors, is, in my Opinion, a very 
vain Imagination. There are no Clamours but among the 
difaftdled and difcontented ; as to the former, nothing will 
ever fattsfy them, but the total Overthrow of our prefent 
happy Eflablifhment, which the Nation has great Reafon 
to dread ; and as to the latter, nothing will ever Uxxslff 
them, but the total Overthrow of the prefent Adminiftratt- 
on, which the Nation, I think, has no Reafon to defire. 

Butfuppofe, my Lords, that from public Appearances 
we had fbme Reafon to fufpeft the Adminiftration of Mif- 
management in the Profecution of the War, is this a proper 
Time to enter into a parliamentary Enquiry into that Mif- 
management, or to call for the Papers nectilary for that Par- 
pofe ? To enter into fuch an Enquiry^ and to have fuch Pa- 
pers laid before this AfTembly, petuUna Belk^ wouU certain- 
ly be attended with the moft ^tal Confequences : It wonld 
of courfc difcover all our Secrets to the Enemy, and not 
only prevent our being able to attack, them with Advantaj 
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botinftnia them how to attack as in the mod tender an(}AnnoT4.Geo.n. 
ddeoodeis Part : It would not only lay open all the Govern^ 1 740. 
ment's hidden Chaonels for fecret Intelligence, but would 
czpofe thofe who had conveyed, or en^g^ to convey that 
Inttlligence, to certain and inevitable Deilruflion ; and this 
would be of infinite Prejudice in all Wars we may hereafter 
be engaged in ; for no Foreigner would ever engage in a fe- 
citt Correfpondence with any of our MiniHen, left, by a 
pvliaoMntary Enquiry, his having engaged in fuch a Cor- 
itTpondence ihoula be difcovered to his own Court, and he 
apofcd not only to Punifhrnent* but to indelible Infamy and 
Reproach. 

My Lords, the Dangers, the Inconveniencies, the certain 
Mifchiefe attending fuch an Enquiry, are obvious and innu- 
merable i becaufe it is impoiEble to carry on the Enquiry 
without having all the Papers laid before us, that relate to 
the Condud of the War ; and as it is impoflible to keep 
Papers iecret that are once laid before this Hou(e, therefore 
it ought to be laid down as a Maxim, that, pendente Bella, 
00 Enquiry into the Management and Profecution of that 
War can be fet on Foot. I'his the noble Lord appears to 
lure been ienfible of, when he made his Motion, and there- 
fore he took Care to conclude it with an Exception, as to 
thofe Parts of Orden or Inftrudions, which relate to any 
particular Deiign, yet remaining to be executed. But do 
fiot your Lordfiups fee, what an Heap of C6nfufion you are 
going to call for ? The Inflru£lions given to an Admiral, 
cmpbyed againft the Enemy, at fuch a Diflance as the Wefl- 
Indies, ffluil relate to many particular Affairs, and to feve- 
lal particniar Expeditions, fome of which may have been 
executed, and others perhaps remaining to be executed; 
and theie muft be fo intermixed, that if you were to have 
the Parts relating to the former, without having at the fame 
Time communicated to you the Parts relating tp the latter, 
the Whole would appear to be downright Nonienfe : It 
«'0ald be impoihble for you to get from thence any fuch In- 
formation as could be depended on, or to form any Judg- 
ment of the Condud of the War. Thofe Parts, therefore, 
that relate to Defigns already executed, can be of no Ser- 
vice to yoQ, if th^ were communicated, and by this very 
Exception you admit, that thofe Parts which relate to De- 
figns yet remainmg to be e^^ecuted, ought not to be com- 
municated. 

Thus yoor Lordflups mul^ fee, that the Motion, as it ftands 

at prefent, ii Inoonliftent with itfelf, and therefore it nroft 

be inconfiilent with your Lordfhips Wifdom to agree to it. 

Bat farther, my Lords, (here may be Articles in the Admi« 

1740. Ttt 2 ral*a 
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AnnoT4.Ceo.U'ra.rs Inflmftioiis, which relate to no Ddiea A$t has bean 
1740^ or is to be executed; and yet they may be ioch as oaght not 
' to be made public. There may be Articles relating tb the 
Places where, and the Perfons to whom, or the Methods bj 
which he is to apply for fecret Intelligence ; and thefe your 
Lordfhips wiU, I believe^ admit, oa^t not to be made pub- 
lic by being communicated to this Hoofe. In (hort, I do 
not fee how you can agree to this Motion, onle6 yon alter 
the Exception, and c»ndode thns. Except fadh Bnts of 
thofe Olden and Inftniftions, which contain Secrets that 
ought not to be divulged ; and what Ufe an Addrefs far bi- 
ftrudions,, with fuch an Exception at the Tail of it, can be 
of to your Lordihips, I confds, I do not compiehesd. 

From thefe Reafons, my Lords, I muft be of O^nkm, 
that you cannot, confidently with the public Safety, caQ 
for any of the Inftrudions that have been given to Admiral 
Fer/ton ; but as to the Orders that have been ^vea hiffl, 
fuch as failing Orders, Orden for Repain, or Orden fer 
Vidlualling, and the like, moft of them, I believe, may 
be communicated without Danger, and therefore yom* Lord- 
fhips may addrefs for having them laid before yon, if you 
think fit } for upon this Oo:^on I muft obferve, left feme 
of your Lordfhips fhould miflake, that there is a very ^reat 
Difference between the Orders and Infhndions given to an 
Admiral : The former feldom contain any great Secret, die 
latter generallv do ; and therefore the former have often 
been communicated to P^liament, but the latter have ftl* 
dom or never been callM for : At leaft, I believe I may Iky, 
they have never been called for, till thofe Afiiirs were 
entirely over, to which they could be any way fnppofed id 
relate. 

Having now (hewn, my Lords, that we have no Reafim 
for fetting up a parliamenta^ Enquiry into pafb Meafores, 
and that if we had, the prefent is not a poper Hme for 
it, I Ihall next oWcrvc, that fuppofing it were both prcmr 
and necelTary for your Lordftips to give your Advice, widi 
regard tq our future Conduct, I do not fee how, for this 
Purpofe, it is neceffary for you to fee the Inllruftions given 
to Admiral Fernon before the 24th of Jsate lafl ; for the 
Poilure of AfHiirs, both in Europe and the Wtft-lm^s^ b fb 
much altered iince that Time, that thofe fnftroftiotts can no 
way contribute towards your InformatioB, or towards your 
idetermining what. Advice you ought to give upon the Y^tooxt 
of Afiairs, as they fbnd at prefent. Ihereffare, as tbe Pa- 
pers now moved for, are no Way neceffary for this Porpofe, 
and a« an Enquiry into the Management of the War^ would 
i^ not only improper bat unfaib> «8 long ai the War con* 

tinues. 
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daaes, we cui at pnftoc lunre no Oocafion fer ifetng tliBic Anno f4.Ge0.Il 
Ordcnnd InfbiiQioitt f and for this Keafiw I mail be •- 1740. 
ginii dbe Motion. ^***'^*-i^ 

My Lordsy 

WelMTe» I thnki afaaoft everf Scffion of ParUamentVxdCtfrrrr^. 
feme Ditiiihkm ilarttd» whcft thtre is tvaUy no Dtfcfenoe, 
aad Ibao mw Majdai ifltrodiioed» wliicb is inconMcnt with 
tiK fioMbDneirtal Maxint of our ConftitittkNi. To lajr it 
down a6 a Mtxioi, that no pirlianuentary Enquiry into aiijr 
Futoftlie Management of a War, istobefetonlbot,/#«^- 
it Bdky b to tell », tint witli npurd to the coodu^iiiig of a 
War, where Mifbkm are moft dangenMu and imepanabky 
oor Pkriiameots am cpite ulcleis. This Maxim, indeed, is 
my mttch a-kia to anodier Maxim I have often heard in 
this Hmrfe, that yom moft nptenqaim into tiie Condud of 
a NegotiaiSon, till die Negotiation be concluded. Thelb 
tivoMaximSy Ithiak, if they were admitted, would effiedual* 
)f ddude oor Parliaments mm ever intcnneddling in foreign 
AfiuK ; at kaft it would prevent our intermeddling, till the 
Miiducf bad become ffreparabk. In domeftic Afiairs^ 
which neither rebim to War nor Peace, you may inter* 
meddle, yon may redify the Blunders of your Minifter, yoii 
may prevent the Miichief before the Reznedy is out of your 
Power : Bat in foreign Affiurs, yon fhall not enquire into a 
Kegotiatson, till that NcgotiatioAends in an in&noos Trea* 
t7,whick your Eoqniry cannot ftt afide : or in a heavy War, 
which might have been preveniM by a well-conduf^ Ne- 
gotiation, and which yov Enquiry cannot nit a Stop to: 
Yea fhall not enqoiie iato the Condu£l of a War, till by 
the BlonderB of Minifters our Fleets and Amues are deftroy- 
ed, and the Nation obliged to fulmut to a diflioaourable 
Peace, when yoor Enquiry can aeidicr reiore your Fleets 
and Annies, nor prevent the hal Coafeqoences of a dif- 
honommble Peace. 

This, my Lords, is the tnie State of the Dodriaes latd^ 
broached in Ptelinnent ; and from fbting them in their'trae 
light the Ridicniouf n cft of them mofleppear : I am iure no 
independent Parliament will ever admit of them, and it is but 
very hubdj fiace die^ have been eontradidked by the Practice 
of Parliament. In the Year 94 We werecngaged in a more 
dangerom War than the prefent; in that Year the War waa 
ia itsgreateft Fury, yet this did not prnvent the Parliament's 
cnqoirmg into the Conduft of the War. No Minifter then 
p r efimeU 10 tell diem> that fiich an Enqniry was not 10 be 
feton itott peiidenH BelU ; on the cootrmy, the Enquiry 
was prcMBoted both by the Miniften and by the Adnural 

concerned : 
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Anno T4.Ge0.lL concerned : The former were confdoas they had pweo iack 
'74 0^ ^ Orders and Inftrudions as were rights and the latter was. 
conicioQs he had purfucd his Inftrudions to the utmoft ; there- 
fore both joined heartily in promoting the Enqairy, and in 
furniihing the Parliament with every thing that could be 
thought necefiary for that Purpofe» in order to remove the 
groundlefs Clamours that had been raifed againil them. 
They did not pretend, that the laying of the Admiral's Or* 
ders or Inftrufiions before Parliament, would difcover the 
Secrets of Government to the £nemy : They were botb laid 
before Parliament ; for whatever Diftin^ion may be made 
between Orders and Inftrudions^ there is no real Difference : 
An Inflru^on mull be as exa^y obTerevd, and as pun^ual- 
}y purfuedy as an Order, and an Order may contain Secrets^ 
as well as an Inftru£Uon ; and when an Enquiry is fet on 
foot, both mud be laid before Parliament, for without the 
InftrafUons, as well as the Orders, it would be impoffible 
for the Parliament to proceed. If there be in either any 
Secrets which ought not to be difcovered, his Maiefly is to 
acquaint his Parliament with it, and upon that Information 
which can be taken from none but his Majefty, a fccret 
Committee is to be appointed, or the Enquiry put off, till 
a more convenient Seafon. 

To tell us, my Lords, that we can aik for nothing but 
failing, vi£tualling, or repairing Orders, is to tell us, we 
can do nothing but the Drudgery- Work of Miniflers. little 
Contracts about Vidiualling, or about naval Stores, are not 
to be enquired into here: The other Houfe may enquire into 
them ; but moft properly, it is the Bufinefs of Minifters ; 
for they are to take Care, that all their little Under-Agcnts 
do their Duty : If they do not, it is our Buiinefs to enquire 
into the Conduct of the Miniften, and to puniih them for 
their Negfedl. I hope fome of our Miniilers have been fbr 
vigortNis Meailires ; and they, I hope, will enquire, how all 
the vigorous Meafures they had concerted, have been entirely 
difappointed, or very much retarded, by little Under- Agents : 
It is their Buiineis to remove and puni(h thofe Under- Agents ; 
and if they find they cannot do To, if they find thofe Under- 
Agents protefted by a Power, which they cannot encounter, 
it is their Duty to odl for the AfCftance of Parliament ; for 
I hope there is no Power in the Kingdom, which a Parlia-* 
ment will not dare to encounter j I hope th«re is no Power 
in the Kingdom, which a Parliament may not be able to 
defeat. 

To me, my*Lords, it is furprizing to hear, that no Lord 
in this Houfe can determine, whether or no a Clamour be 
general: We cannot, perhaps, cQunt Nof^s, and tell (bp 

cxaS 
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ttaft fJmnbCT of Aofc that clamour, and of tbofc that doAiiiiot4.0«o.ll. 
«ot J but iiircly we can tell when the Conduft of public Af- J!^J^^^ 
£m is found fault with, and exclaimed againft by great ^^^^^^ 
Namben of Men» who are governed neither by Difaf&dion 
nor Diftppointment. This is the Cafe at prdent, and as 
generally fo, I believe, as ever was known in this Nation i 
I believe there is not a Man in the Kingdom, abfolately in« 
dependent, that will fay, he is thoroughly fatisfied with the 
Management of the War: Even by Place- men and Officet^ 
it is exdaimed againft, in all Companies where they think 
^ey can fpeak their Mind with Safety. The Clamour is 

rerar over the whole Nation, and no Wonder it (hould 
fi) : The People have laft Year paid four Millions to- 
wards a vigorous Frofecution of the War, and yet nothing 
done, but what has been done without any exprefs Orders 
from our Minifter. Is not this a good Reafon for Com* 
plaint ? Will not the People expe^ from us a Reafon, wh)r 
their Money has been thus thrown away, without any £f- 
fed? And can we give them a Reafon, without the leaft 
Enquiry into the Aflair ? In this Seffion of Parliament, we 
moft again load the People with four Millions for next Year : 
They will pay it willingly, if they find the Parliament as 
ready to cenfure as applaud; but they will pav it with 
Regret, with Murmuring, if they find, that thofe who im- 
pofe iiich heavy Taxes upon the public, take no Care of 
their being applied in the moft proper and efiefbual Man- 
ner to the public Service. 

If we fhpuld return to the Cocmtry, my Lords, and tell 
die People, that our Government durft not fend our Forces 
out to invade the £nemy, for fear of their invading u$, 
will not every Man of common Senfe laugh us to Scorn f 
Does not every one know, that the beft Way to prevent 
an Invafion is to invade ? Did not the Ramans fend Sciph to 
invade the Cnrtbannians at the very Time that Hannibai 
was in Itahft aod almoft at their Gates ? But the Cafe 
with us is fKll ftonger ; we could eafily have invaded the 
Enemy, when and where we pleafed s whereas it was diffi- 
cdt 3uid dangerous, if not impoffible for them to invade us 
at any lime, or in any Place. To pretend, that we muft 
ahrays keep a mercenary Army of 30,000 Men in BritaU 
and Irtland^ for fupporting our Government againft an In- 
vafion with 4 or 5000, muft be ridiculous, or it muft be a 
very bad Compliment to the Illuftrious Family now upon 
oar Throne; becaufe it is fuppofing, that they have few 
or BO Friends in the Nation, but thofe they keep in daily 
Pay. And to iay, that a common Soldier, who has no 
Property, who has neither Ara nor FQau, will fight againft 
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Amo t4.Gc0.li. ft foreign ttumitt with more Coonge and Reibtotion, tfaatt 
1740* thofe that fight fro' Jiris & facts , is, I am fiue»- a very ob- 
^ juft Reflexion upon all the Ge&demai, and all the Men of 
Suhftance in the Kingdom; 

But, mr Lords^ we were^ it feens, to gnai^ againft an 
Invaiion irom France, as well as Spain ; and for this Rea&m 
we were obliged to keep oar Sqaadrons and oor Armies at 
home, inftead of lending them out to inrade oar declared 
Enemy. I am forry to hear, that an Admioiftratioa which 
has fo long and fo efie£taally ferved the Court ef Frantgi 
an Adminiiiration which fo lately joii»d with them in poll- 
ing down the overgrown Power of the Houle ol Anfiria^ 
an Adminifbation which ib lately left the Emperor -to their 
Mercy; I fay, I am Uxxy^ that fuck an Adminiflnuion 
ihould have the leaft Caufe to fufped, that Frmuw would 
invade us, or that (he would join with S^ain in fuch an 
mijuft War againfi us. But fuppOler my Lords^ our Mi- 
niilers have now at lail foand» tluit the Gratitude of France 
towards this Nation is not to be depended on^ which 
they have often been warned of: Suppofe they had »od 
Reafon to fufped^ that France wooki invade us, iT fhe 
could find an Opportunity 1 yet thofe who knew what Con- 
dition the Navy of France was in, when the War broke o«t 
between Spain and us> and I hope it wtU not be faid ihat 
our Miniilers were ignorant of it| could not be under the 
kafl Apprehenfion of an open and confiderafaie Inva£on from 
France ; and if they had attempted to invade us by Stealth 
with i. or 5000 Men, I hope the Gentlemen oi any Coanty 
in Britain, with their 'Tenants and Servants, will alw8>'6 be 
able to give a good Account of fach a fmall Number of &• 
reign lavaden ; for I (hsA not mention the Militia, beciaie, 
as they are regulated and manag^, they are fo far from' 
being Troops, that they can fcarcely be accounted Men. 

I am thereibre'of Opinion, my Loids^ and^I believe the 
greateft Part of the Kingdom are of the fame Opinioo, 
that we had no Occafion lor above, one Half of the Tioops 
we had on Foot at the Beginning of the War, £ar proteOing 
us againfi any Invaiion, either from France or Sfain. We 
might, therefore, at the very Beginning of the War, have 
ijpared to fend a much greater Number of Troops, and a 
more powerful Squadron, than we had Occa&m for here, ta 
the Wejilndiis ; and if we had any well •grounded Sufpicion* 
that France would at laft join with Spain agaiet us, or at- 
tempt to limit the Operations of his Majeily'*s Arms, tt waa 
fo far from being a Reafon for keeping oar Troofs or our 
Squadrons at home, that it was a jlroag AigumenC for fend- 
ing 
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TO^ diem out, in order to make a rigofdus Pufh, and to Anno 74. Geo. Ii. 

gain as much as We could from the Spaniards, before the >74<>* 

FwKb coold come to tkcir Afliftance, which we knew they > ' 

coaldnot do, tiil they had repaiVed and augmented their 

Navy. This was what our MiniAers ought to have done, 

unlefs they were refolved, from the Beginning to carry on 

t^e War according to Diredions from the Court of Francty 

and to poilr it no farther than that Court (hould give them 

Leave ; which, I am afraid, was the Refolution of fome of 

tbem, tho\ I am convinced, not of all ; and this is, in 

my 0{HBion, an unanfwerable Argument for a Parliamentary 

Enquiry^ It ought to be an Argument with many of thofe 

concernei in the Adminiftration, that the Guilty may be 

deteded, and the Innocent relieved from that Load of Re* 

proach, which now lies indifcriminately upon the Whole. 

Therefore, my Lords, if it was the Duty of onrMiniften 
to have fent a Land-Force to the Weft-Indits at the very Be- 
ginaii^ of the War, and if they could have done fo, with- 
out expofing the Nation to any Danger at home, they were 
guilty of Mifcondn^i, long before they could plead contrary 
Winds for an Excufe. Contrary Winds are not to be found 
fault with, becaufa of him who is the Author and Diredtor 
of Winds. Thank God I they have been often in Favour of 
this Nation. In Queen Elizabeth^ Time^ they did us a 
fignal Favour J Jffla*vit Deus, boftefqui dilahuntur, (he there- 
fore took for a Motto ; and if they were againft us laft Sum* 
Der, it was perhaps a Judgment, on Account of our having 
fo long neglcded the Means we had daily in our Power : 
But 1 am iar from thinking, that the Winds were the fole 
Canfe oj oar Fleet's lying fo long at the IJle of Wight \ this 
is a Qoeilion, which is now frb Judice, and is to be deter* 
mined by this Houfe upon an Enquiry, when it will perhaps 
appear, that the Winds were not the fole Caufe of that 
Fleet's delaying to fail, till his Majefty came to put an End 
to all Contradidlion ; but be this as it will, the Delay was in 
fome Meafore lucky for us : If it had failed two or three 
Months fooner, it would not have been ib flrong ; and in 
that Cafe, the Spanijb and Frtncb Squadrons might* perhaps, 
luve been able to deftroy it in the Wtfi-lnAts ; whereas 
bodi of them joined together are not now to be feared, ef- 
pecially if it gets to the fFeft-Indies before Admiral Femm 
Visits with any Misfortune, which, I think, he will be very 
nuch expofed to, if the Freneb have any Deiign to join the 
Spaniards againft us 1 and if he fhould, I do not fee how our 
Minifters will be able to excufe their having had fo bad In- 
teOigence, both of the Frimb Deiigns^ and of the failing of 
tivir Squadrons* 

1740. UuH My 
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A]inoT4Geo.H. My Lords, ts I have mentioned Admird Vermn^ I 
174^ maft obferve, that I am furpiized to hear oar Miniil^ aP 
^fume to themfelvesy by Way of Excafe for their Condud^ 
any Thing that has been done by that Admiral in the Wefi* 
India. If we confider the Method in which they began itut 
War, and the Time that Admii^al was fent oat, we cannot 
fuppofe, they gave him Orden, or that they intended he 
ftiould attack any of the ^fai^ Settiements' in Jwuricm. 
And if we coniider their Opinion of the Strength of Parte 
Billo^ and the fmall Force they famiflied him with, we 
can far Icfs fuppofe, they intended he Ihould attack that 
p;ortrers : Ac leaft, if we make any. fuch Sappofition, we 
maft add to it another, that they intended that both he and 
the Ships they put under his Command, ihould be deftnqred. 
As pur Miniilers began Hodilities by B^rizak, and as Ad- 
miral Vernon was thereupon fent to the Weft-lndUs^ we moil 
fuppofe, chat he had no Orders or Inftru^ns for ai^ Thing 
but Reprizab: Thefe, we may fupppfe, confideri^g the 
Temper of the Man, were inr the moft ample Tema, ** To 
<* feize all Ships, VeiTeb, and Goods bdonguig to the King 
*' of Spain^ or his Subje^, or others inhabiting within enjr 
<' of the Territories of the King of Sftun ;'* and xheCe the 
Admiral interpr^ed in the moft ample Manner, by oondad- 
ing, that he might finze Goods at Land, as well as by Sea^ 
and demolifh every Thing that oppofed him. 

I could almoU engage, my Lords, that his Oiden wera 
in the Words I have mentioned, or fomething to that 
EfFedt : and I have good Reafon to believe, that he received 
no additional Orders or Inllrudions, till afcer his taking And 
demolKhing the Callle of Cbagra i fi> that neither of Admi* 
ral Vernon'^ Expeditions is to be imputed to the CondaA of 
our Miniilers ; for if he had not put a Confira£Uon upon bis 
Orders, which few but himfelf would have done, we flioald 
have heard no more of his Exploits in the Amirican Seaa^ 
than we have heard of our other Admiral*s Exploits in the 
Mediurrttnean : But he put that Conftrudion upon his Or- 
ders, which the Honour and Intereft oi his. Coontry re* 
quired, tho' perhaps not that which fome in the Adminiftrar 
tibn intended. In fo doing, he did right ^ his Coandy has 
already approved of his Condud, and I trail in God« his 
Country will be able to protect him againft all his Eaeaues, 
be they ^fanilh or Englifi?, 

■ Thus I have (hewn, my Lords, that from the Method in 
which our Minifljcrs began the War, and the Time when 
Admiral Ffmon was Cent oat, we canflpt fuppofe, that he 
had Orders for attacking any of the Spaaifiif Settlements in 
Amrica \ and as they had before publicly dedxred it as their 
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OpiuOB, thflit Admiral H9fiir coald notpropofe to attack Aiinox4. Geo. 11. 
FmttBtih with Soccefs, notwithftanding the ftrong Squa- 1740. 
ciroo he had under his Commandy we can firom thence far ^' ■^ ^ -■■J 
k6 fuppofe, that they gave Orders to, or intended, that 
Admiral Vemon fhoold atuck that Fortrefs, fince they did '^ 

Bot fomilh him with half the Force. This, as I have fl«jd» 
ve cannot fuppofe, wichoot adding another Suppofition, 
nhich, I believe, no Friend to oar Mioifler will be fond of 
admittiag. Bat Mr. Vfrwn, it feems, knew better than 
they % he knew that Caftles are a vain Defence againU Shipa 
of War : He then declared his Qpinion ; and foon after his 
Ansfal in -the JVeft*Indies he confirmed his Opinion by Ex- 
perimcttt: He attacked Porto Bella i he carried it; and 
tfaotby he ihewed the trae Spirit of his Countrymen, their 
intrepidity m attacking, their Moderation in Vi(ftory, their 
BifioMefiednefs in the Ufe they make of it, and their Ho- 
war in oUsrving Cajnialation. In all thefe Particulars their 
very Enemiev commend them \ and this, the Spaniards them* 
fdves aHow, was Mx^.Finwn's Behaviour at Porto Bello, 

Letne now, my Lords, ilate the Cafe fairly and*di- 
fiMiSly* It is allowed on all Hands, that the proper Me- 
thod far difbeffing dto Bnemy, or gaining a real Advantage 
to this Nation, is to take and hold fome of their Settie- 
vm% in Jmsrica; therefore, the only proper Orders that 
eoald be given to any Commander in that Part of the 
World, was to endeavour to take PofTeffion of fome of thofe 
ScttleDiCBCa ; and for this Parpofe, he ought to be fumiihed 
with a proper Force ; but Admiral yemon was not fbmifh^d 
with a proper Force. If he had carried bat two Battalions y 

along with him, he would not^havc deftroyM, but would \*f^^9 
bve kept Pofieffion of the Caftles, both at Porto Belh and 
C&i^ra. This would have been a real Advantage to thu 
Nation, and would have brought fuch a Diftrefs upon Sfain^ 
u «onld, probably by this Time, have forced thedi to a 
Subaaiffion. From hence it 'A evident, that there muft be a 
Faak lomewhexe : If Mr. ysrmt had no proper Orders, 
they are guilty, who negleded to give him fuch Orders ; if 
ke had proper Orders, they are guilty, who neglected, for 
aalefi than 1 8 Months, to himiQi him with a proper Force. 
After this, will any Lord fay, that we have no Reafon to 
eaqaare into xhe Management of the War ? Will any one 
%, there is no Groand for the Chimoars that are fo loud, 
and b general without Doors? 

Thas yom- Lordlhips muft fee, that you are not defired 
tD peoceed to an Enquiry into the Conduft of the War, with- 
OBt a awft f(^id, a moft apparent Reafon ; and if there be 
lach a Reafon, I am fare, the fooner we go about an £n- 

1740. UttU a ,quiry, 
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AjinoT4.Geo.li.quir}r, tbe better; for we may thereby prevent mofi fatal 
>74o* Mischiefs, perhaps irreparable Ruin, that may be brought 
upon the Nation by another Year*s Mifmanagement of the 
prefent War, and by the Mifmanagement of another more 
dangerous War, which this Nation may, in all Probability 
t>€ t^Vg^g^ ^^9 before we meet again in this Houfe. The 
Koble Lord who made you the Motion, has taken all poffibk 
Care to obviate the modern ObjedUon, relating to the Daiiger 
of difcovering Secrets. He does not defire to fee what re- 
lates to Defigns, yet remaining to be executed. Surely, if 
the whole of the InHrudions be not. a Heap of Confufion, 
every dillindl Defigo muft have a diftind Article, and there- 
fore I cannot join with the noble Duke, in fuppofing they 
are fo intermixed, that the one cannot be .underftood with- 
out the other. But a Ihort and a full Anfwer to all fuch Ob- 
je£)ions is, that if his Majefty ihould, by way of Anfwer to 
our Addrefs, inform us, that what we call for contains Se- 
crets, which ought not to be difcovered, or that the Articles 
relating to Defigns alrea/ijy executed, are fo intermixed with 
the Articles relating to Defigns yet remaining to be executed, 
that the one cannot be underftood without the other ; I iay, 
if his Majefty (hould by his Anfwer give us fuch an Infonna* 
tion, we nuid appoint a few of our Number, as a iecrec 
Committee, and defire, that all fuch Inilru£Uons or Papen 
may be laid before them ; for there are many Lords in this 
Houfe, who muil be allowed to be as fit to be entniftiM with 
the Secrets of our Government, as any Minifter eoiploycd by 
his Majefty ; and if we do appoint fuch a Committee, I 
hope we ihall chufe fuch Lords, as have never been en- 
trufted with any Secrets of the Minifter. 

But fuppofe, my Lords, that no Enquiry into the CondoA 
of pail Meafures were at prefent neceilary ; fuppofe .that the 
Nation, as well as this Houfe, were fully fatisfied with the 
Condufi of our Minifters ; yet furcly, if ever we. exert our 
Privilege of being the great hereditary Council of the Crown, 
w^ ought to exert it upon this Occafton, an Occafion per- 
haps the moil important that ever this Nation faw. The 
Affairs of Europe are at prefent in fuch a ticklifh, fuch an 
unhappy Situation, that one wrong Step in the Condudt of 
this Nation may involve Europe in irrecoverable Thraldom. 
Shall we then, at fuch a critical and important Conjunflure^ 
for fear of difobliging a Minifler, refufe or negle& to make 
the proper Ufe of our Birth-right ? Shall we, for fear of 
difcovering the Secrets of Government, delay doing our 
Duty to our Country and Sovereign, as if no Lord in this 
Houfe were fit to be entrufted with the Secrets of his Coun- 
p-y, bnt fach as happen to be the. Favourites of the Mini- 

ftcr.? 



( 505 ) 

fter ? Secrets, my Lords ! I do not believe, the Govern- Aono 14.Gco.IL 
jDcnt has had any Secrets this twenty Years, that are of foch 1740- 
importance, as to make it of great Signification to the Na" 1/%^^J 
don, whether they are difcovered or no : The Mmiiler, in- 
deed, may have many Secrets of Importance, but they are 
fuch as ought to be difcovered, that the Nation may fee how 
it bs been governed, that his Majeily may fee how he has 
been ferved. I hope, therefore, no Fear, no Pretence, fhall 
prnrent our making ufe of our Birth- right, and performing 
that Duty we owe both to oar King and Country ; I hop^ 
we (hall opon this Occasion give our moll ferious, our moft 
iincere Advice to our Sovereign. Can we do this witheut 
being fully informed of the State of our Affairs both at Home 
and Abroad ? Can we get this Information any Way, buc 
hy having all Papers laid before na without Referve, that re- 
late » any important Tranfa&ion our Government has been 
of iate Yean engaged in ? 

The noble Duke has told us, that the Pofture of AfFdirs is 
very much altered fince ytme laft. My Lords, I ihall grant 
it ; but the preieot unlucky Pofbire of Affairs is owing to 
the Pofture they were then in, and the unlucky Pofture they 
were then in, was chiefly owing, I believe, to the ftiallow 
Condufl of our Minifters for feveral Years before. If 
they had begun and profecuted this War with Vigour, it 
would have recovered the Charader of the Nation : It would 
have attached to us our antient Allies ; and it would have 
prevented any Power in Europe from daring to difturb the 
Tranqnillity thereof. Therefore, before we can give any 
Advice to our Sovereign, we muft fee the Orders and In- 
^i!^ons given to our Admiral in the Weft-Indies^ becauie if 
if they appear to be fuch as I fufped^ they are, the firft Ad- 
vice we ought to give to our Sovereign muft be, to remove 
from his Councils thofe that advifed the giving of fuch Or* 
iiers and Inftru£kions. 

My Lords, if this Motion be agreed to, it will encourage 
Lords to move for other Papers, that may be neceftary 
for our Information apon this important Occafion. Even the 
Paper; now moved for may fhew us, that a thorough En- 
quiry into our AfFaifs is become necefTary, that for this Par- 
pofe all Papers muft be laid before us without Referve, and 
^t therefore we muft name a fecret Committee for inlpe^ng 
thofe Papers, that contain or mention any Aftkirs which 
ought not to be difcovered. But if this modeft Requeft be 
di&greed to, can any Lord expert Succefs in any Motion 
of the fame Kind ? And, I am fure, without having the 
proper Materials before us, we can neither enquire into the 
Cor*d;i^ of pa^ Meafures> nor give any Advice to our 

Sovereign 



*( 5o6 ) 

i i4,Geo.IL Sovereign with regard to fbture Meafures) therefore, my 
1740. Lordsy apon this QuefUon, tnfignificant as it may appear to 
i- ■' V — li j .foine, the Fate of thisNatioDy the Fate of Europe^ mnft, 
in my Opinion, depend. If it is agreed to» we fhall be able 
to fearch the Ulcer to the Bottom, and in that Cafe we 
jnay find a Remedy : Bat, if it pafles in the Nesative, I 
ihall exped to fee die Liberties of Europe, and confeqaendy 
the Liberties of this Nadon, o?ertnmed, by die fione Sort 
of Condu^l, by which they have been brought into thdr 
prefent Daneer. 
Earl of Ifla. 
My Lords, 
fad of ip, I fhall be extremely ready to agree to an Eoqoiry into any 

Part of the Conduct of pail Meadfores, aa ibon as a proper 
Opportunity offers for thatPotpofe ; and I fhall be fo, I 
believe, for a Reafon very different from that by which fomc 
Lords are fwayed. I fliall be for it, becaafe, I am oonvift- 
ced, it will iiilly jofBfy oar prefent Miniffers, and vindicato 
their ConduA from all the Afperfions that have been ground- 
lefsly caft upon any Fait of it fo enquired into ; but a eene- 
ral Enquiry into the Condod of afi paft Meafures, elped- 
ally fuch as juft then happen to be upon the Anvil, is un- 
precedented and dangerous for the public Safety, and there«i 
fore, I (hall never, for what I know, agree to it. Your 
LordOiips have often enquired into the Conduct of a parti* 
cular A^r, or into the ConduA of a pardcular Expedidon ; 
but I remember no Example of your having fet up a gene- 
sal Enquiry into all the Meafures of an Adminiifaradon i and 
as little do I remember your having enquired into any public 
Meafure whilft it was in Agitadon, or into the Conduft of 
amy particular Expedidon whilft it was in the Proiecndon, 
and hot fiilly compleated or laid afide. When the War is 
concluded, I do not know but your Lordlhips may make a 
' general Enquiry into the Management of the War, frooi 
the beginning to the End ; or even during the War, yea 
may pick out any particular Expedition, when it is over, and 
no Hopes of refuming it, and you may enquire how it was 
conduced, in order to find out the Reafon why it was not 
more fortunate ; for when the Event has proved as fortunate 
as could be expeded, your Lordfoips can have no Occafion 
to enquire into it. But till the War is at an End, you can- 
not fafely, and therefore ought not to fet up a general En- 
quiry into die Profecudon of it; nor can you fefidy, and 
therefore ought not to enquire into the Condud^ of any par* 
ticular Expedidon, till it is quite laid afide. 

This, my Lor^, is what is meant by not fetting up an 
Enquiry fetuk^te Belb, and die admitting of tlusas a 
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Bale fcr yoor OmdnSt, can b< attended with no MirchiefA0Mi4.Oflo.lt, 

to die Nation* nor can it any Way derogate from the Ai- i740|^ 

nlege or U&fiilnefs of this Afiembly ; for if ynnr liord- ^ ~ 

(bipsflxmUatany timebeof Opinion, that a War has been 

imprndcDdy condn^ed, you nay, eiFtn during the War^ 

pick ont.ioaie Part of it, tome one Ejqiedition which ia 

quite over, and which yoa think has been the wmA mana-^ 

ged ; yon may enqpiire into that ito of the War, and by 

that Means 3NH mayrenovethe Guilty from having any 

thing iifther to do in the Management of the War. Thus 

jTQurliordihijpsmvft (ee, that this Maxim can be attended 

with no badConfequence, and the Reafon for admitting it ia 

plaitt; faocaafc^ by a general Enquiry before the War is jumi 

md, or by an Enquiry into any particular Exfcdkum before 

it is qoite laid afide, you would difcover fiidi Secrets to the 

Enemy as might prevent any future Succcis. 

Tbai this wosld be the Cbniequence of the ^refent Mo* 
tion, iboald it be agreed to and comply'd with, u, I thinks 
highly prabable. It is certain, if the Infbrudions and Or* 
m given to Admiral Femon are fuch as they ought to hare 
been ; what they are I do not know, for I never had Oooi- 
&m toieeany of them; but if they are fuch as they oughts 
spd fiich as I hope they will appear to be, there muft be 
many Articles in them, which will make it very improper 
to lay them before this Aiiembly. My Lords, to lay them 
before this Hoofe wonld be the fame with poblifhing them 1 
we may as well defiie they ihould be ient to the Court of 
Sfmtt, as defire they ihoald be laid before us ; for when we 
coafider how many Strange are daily attending our Debates^ 
and how many P^fons have free Accefs to our Table, we 
maSt conclude it impoffible to keep any thing fecret that i$ 
QRoe laid befiire us. The Exception which the noble Lord 
was pfevfcd to add to his Motk>n, is no Salvo for this Ob- 
jefiioo ; fi>r there muft be many Things in the Inftrudions^ 
which do not rehite to any Expedition yet remaining to be 
encnted, and, neverthelefs, are fuch as ought net to be 
poUiflied* In the Time of a very prudent and vigorous^ 
dio' mdawful Government, we had a War with Spaim. An 
Admiml with a ftrang Squadmn was then fisnt to the ^1^* 
&£ej, and in his Inftru^ions these was a particukr !>&» 
icription of all the SfoM^ Forts and Settlements in that 
P^ of the World, with very pioper and juft Remarks upon 
each: There 'was likewiie an Aceoont of all the Informa- 
tions we had relating to them, and the Pkces where, and 
P^feasfiom whom, he might expedr any Advice or AM- 
snce. May we not from thence fuppofe, that the Liilruc- 
Uoos givoi to Admiral rtrtm are of the fame Nature I Sup* 
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AflmoT4.Ge0JI.pore they contain an Account of all the flrong and weak 
1740. Places in the Spaniflj Weft- Indies^ and Directions how each 
'of them may with the greateft Facility be attacked : Sap- 
pofe they contain an Account of all the iecret Intelligence, 
our Minifters have had from that Part of the World for 
many Years paft, and the Perfons Names who gave them 
that Intelligence : Suppofe they contain an Account of the 
Places where, and the Perfons to whom, the Admiral might 
apply for future Intelligence: Suppofe they contain an Ac- 
count of the moft defencelefs Places in our own Plantations, 
and the Methods which the Admiral is to take for fecuring 
them. Thefe Suppoiitions, my Lords, are not imaginary : 
I do not make them ad Libitum : I make them, becaufe 
it is highly probable they are true ; and if they are, I am 
fure it- would not only be improper, but vaftly imprudent, 
to publifh thefe Intlrudions, which will be the Cafe li you 
agree to the Addrefs propofed* and his Majeily complies 
with it ; for fuch Inilrudions cannot be pofitively faid to 
relate to any Expedition, yet remaining to be execu- 
ted. 

But if your Lordihips fay, that fuch Articles of the In- 
ilrudions, as contain all or any of the Particulars I have 
mentioned, mud be fuppofed to relate to all Expeditions, 
whether already executed, or yet remaining to be executed, 
and are therefore within the Exception the noble Lord has 
been pleafed to add to his Motion : In this Cafe, I fhall 
grant, your Addrefs can do no Harm ; but then I ihall be 
againft it, becaufe, from the Arguments made de of in its 
Favour, it muft appear, that it can do no Good, nor pro- 
duce any Efledt ; and I think it inconfiftent with the Wif- 
dom and Dignity of this Houfe to offer an Addrefs to the 
Crown, which can be of no Service to ourfelves or the 
Public. This, I fay, my Lords, appears from what has 
been faid by the noble Lords^ who have fpoke in Favoor of 
the Motion. They fay, it is not poffible to fuppofe Ad^ 
jniral Vtmon had any Orders or InftruClions to attack 
Fmrto Bella, or the Caltle of Cbagra : Thefe are the only 
Expeditions, the only Deiigns already executed : What then 
are you to addrefs for ? For nothing. If the Admiral had 
no Inftrudions for either of thefe Purpofes, ail his Inftrudions 
muft fome Way relate to Defigns yet remaining to be execu« 
ted ; and confequently you can expert nothing from his 
Majefty in Purfuance of your Addnfs. Thus it appears, 
that you muft either mean to addrefs for nothing, or for 
fbmething that is inconfiftent with the public Safety ; and 
in either Cafe, it is what I cannot agree to. 

I I have 
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1 hM oftefllicatfd Jt fcid in our Debates, Aat if Lords Anno 14.GC0JI. 
were in earneft iii their ProfeffionSy they would agree to what 17^' 
was ptcfoofed. My Lord.<, I hope 1 ihall be excufed, when ' ^ 
I hy, mrs is not Parliamentary Language. All Sides are 
fappoM to be in eamett in every thing they profefs : Cha- 
rier oblige OS to hcUe^e, that every Lord is in eamell in 
viat he &yBf and Decenev obliges us to avoid infinuating 
he IS not. I know fherehave been Examples of a comra- 
17 BdniTiour on both Sides ; but whatever Clamours there 
may be withoot Doors^ the Regard we owe to the aaguH 
Affembly of which we are Members, (hould, upon all Occa- 
ions, make ns bridle our Tongues, and be extremely cau^ 
tioas of ufing any harfh £xprefm)n$, or making ugly Infinu- 
atioos, with feiped to one another : Whilft we do this, we 
miy be very eafy about the Clamours without Doors ; for 
it is a Sort of Parliamentary Art, that has been pradifed by 
all Parties, to make Motions in Parliament, which they 
know it b not p6ffib!e for the oppofite Party to comply with, 
k ofdef from thence ta raife a groundlefi Clamour wichout 
Boon, liiat thofe who refufe to Comply with fuch Motions^ 
at not fittCere in T^hat they profcfi. 

I have dready madeo^e Profeffion ; I began, my Lords/ 
with piaffing. That I fhali always be ready to agree to 
iltis Hocrife's enquiring into any Part of the ConduA of paft 
Meshttr^ when a proper Opportunity offers for that Pur- 
pofe. Whcthcf or no I am in this believed to be ilncere, 
is what I dd not know ; but I am myfelf confcious that I 
am, ad tikerefone I fball, without Scruple, to this add 
mSar Rrofeflbn of Declaration, which is, that t (hall always 
te ready to approve of our exerting our Birthright, in giving 
wr moftfincere Advice to the Crowns with regard to future 
Mcafates^ |frovided it be done in a decent Manner, and upon 
> proper Occ^fion. From a great Authority we have learn- 
ed. That in a Multitude of Counfellors there is Safefyi but 
i is eqoafly tfue^ thit in a Multitude of Counfellors there 
B DO Secrecy ; Th» may (fiew us^ upon what Occafion it is 
proper for us to offer our Advice to the Crown. In Affidn 
of a pid>lic Nature, where aH the Circumftances may be com- 
muBicaHrf to us, without endangering the public Safety^ 
and when the Atfiin are of great Importance to the' Nation 
or the Crown, it is vefy proper for us to take them into 
<ar Confideriatioib, and to o£(er our heA Advice to thcf 
Crown : Dot in all Affairs of a fecret Nature, where many 
(^comftances are fuch, that they cannot be difcoVered to a 
mmeroos Adembly, without endangering the public Safety, 
it is not proper for us to ofibr our Advice, becaufe we can- 
tot be faSy infermcd ; At leaft we ought not, nnle& called 
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Anno 14.Gco.li. upon by our Sovercigp to do fo, and then, if we dp, it ctn 
1740. only be upon public and general Appearances ; therefore, 
' even upon fuch Occafions, when we offer any Advice it oueht 
to be with great Deference to our Sovereign's better Infor- 
mation. For this Reafon, the Wifdom of our Conftitution 
has entrufted the Care and Condaft of Peace and War folcly 
to the Crown, becaufe nothing rdating to any Treaty of 
Peace ought to be publilhed, till the Treaty be finally con- 
cluded, and every thing relating to War ought to be reviv- 
ed on and conducted with the greateft Secrecy. 

I (hall grant, my Lords, that the preient Occafioo is ex- 
tremely important : I fhall grant, that a very wrong Step in 
our Condud may be faial to the Liberties of Europt, as 
well as our own ; but I do not fee how your Lordfhips can 
prevent it. The Importance of the prefent Occafion relates 
entirely to what the Wifdom of our ConfUtution has en- 
truiled folely to the Crown : It relates entirely to the con- 
du£ling the War we are now engaged in, and the conda&ing 
fuch Negotiations, as may be neceilary for preventing, or 
enabling us to carry on another. Qui you, in either of 
thefe Cafes, with any Propriety, oSex your Advice? You 
cannot pretend to offer your Advice, as to the Condu£^ of 
the War we are npw engaged in, without having eyery Cir- 
cumftance relating to it laid before you ; and this aiay occa- 
fion, infteadof preventing, your Ruin: You cannot pretend 
to offer your Advice, as to the Condudl of thofe Negotiati* 
ons that may be neceilary for preventing, or, for cyiabling 
you to carry on another War, without having the prefenc 



Circumftances of Ma, as well as Eurofi, fully laid before 
you, with all the lecret Intelligence our Government may 
be fuppofed to have, relating thereto ; and this would not. 



I am iure, be a proper Method to render any of your Ne- 
gotiations fuccefsful. Therefore, I hope the noble Lords, 
who fcem to be fo fond of our offering our Advice opon 
this Occafion, will excufe me, if I think they are defirins 
ns to make a vtry wrong Step, for fear our Minifleis flionld 
make, one ; and this I ihould be againil, had I a much 
worfe Opinion of our Miniflers than I have. 

In fliort, my Lords, though I have a very great Opini- 
on of the Wifdom of thofe, who at prefent happen to be 
the conftituent Members of this Houfe, yet I am for 
truffing more to the Wifdom of our Conffitution, than to 
theirs. Our Miniffers will for their own Safety take the 
bcft Methods they can think of, both for condudling the 
War, and for condudling our Negotiations ; and if their 
own Wifdom fhouJd fail them, I hope Pjx>vidcnce will di- 
reft them to take the moft proper Methoda for bringing the 
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War to a happy and fpeedy Conclufion, and for preferv- Anno 14. Geo II.' 
inland eftablifhing the Liberties of Europe, 1740. 

Earf of QheJierfaU. U-^V—— I 

My Lords, 

Tho' Charity obliges us to believe, that all Men are fm-Earl of Cbfjier^ 
cere, till the contrary evidently appears, and tho' Decency/*?^- 
often obliges us to avoid telling them they are not fo ; yet 
one cannot help a Sufpicion ariiing in one's Bread, when 
wc find Lords profeffing their Readinefs to join in an Enquiry, 
or in exerting our Birthright of being the great Counlellors 
of the Crown, and yet upon all Occafions oppofmg it, arid 
in Suj^ort of their Oppofition offl'rlng fuch Arguments, as, 
if they were admitted, would render it impoflU)Ie for this 
Honfe ever to enquire into the Conduft of paft Meafures, or 
to oiler any Advice in relation to fiiture. The noble Lord . 
%s, we ought never to offer our Advice in Affairs relating 
to Peace or War, that is to fay, in any foreign Afeirs what- 
foevcr, onlefs. called upon by the King to do fo. My Lords, 
1 know nothing elfe we can have Occafion to offjr our Ad- 
vice in, unlefs it be, whether the King ftiall go to the 
Plav or the Opera, whether he ftiall fliew Mercy to a 
Thief,* or order him to be hanged, or fonjething of equal 
Importance 5 for in all domeftic Affairs of any great Im- 
portance, opr King, thank God f is limited by the Laws, 
and OQ^t not to tranfgrefs them, even tho' this Houfe 
Ihoald advife him to do fo. And as to our being called 
upon, wc know from Experience, that thp' this Houfe be 
the hereditary great Council of the Crown, yet our Advice 
B very feldom aflccd in a ferious Manner. Kings, my Lords, 
arc generally for confulting with fuch as are of their own 
chuSg, and thefc arc often fuch as have no Dignity, Pri- 
vilege or Right by their Birth. Wc know, the greateft 
Empire that ever was on Earth, was once governed by the 
l^e Advice of a freed Slave ; and one of the greateft Em- 
pires now in being is generally governed by the Advice of a 
Cabinet Council of Eunuchs, and fuch as they (hill chufc 
for their Privy Council ; therefore, if we never offer our 
Advice, but when it is fcrioufly alked by the Crown, I an^ 
afraid we (hall very fddom exert that Privilege, which is 
our Eirthright. 

How diis Houfe has of late Years come to be (o much 
ftrfpefted of blabbine, I do not know ; but it is a very new 
Doftrinc, to fay, tKat nothing can be communicated to 
this Houfe, without making it public. The very firft In- 
ftancc of our being refufed any Paper we thought neceflary 
for our Information, for fear it ftiould be thereby made 
poblic, was in the Year 1721 : Since thai Time, indeed, 
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Aiinoi4..Geo.ll*it has been oommonly and fveqiientlf pnAiied; and yet, 
i74<^* whatever- Secrets oar Minifters may have had fince that 
^ Time, I do not chink the Nation had ever fewer is anj. 
equal Period of Time. This new Dodrine cher^re is not 
of above twenty Yean ftanding ^ and as I difiipprove of 
many of the new political Do£lrines ftart^sd in that Perkxl, 
b I likewxfe difapprove of this. I do not think it can be 
approved of by any Lqrd who conftden, that wc can, 
whenever we pleafe, (hut every Stranger oat of the Hoiifef 
We may even (but out our Clerks, or we may name a fecret 
Committee of a very few Members. This, 1 fay, we can 
do ; but we have no Occaiion to do fo, till his Majefiy tells 
us that the Papers he is to lay before us require it. 

I muft therefore lay it down as a Maxim, That we not 
only may, but that we fometimes ought to ofier oar Advice 
in Affairs of Peace and War, or in Affairs of the moft fecret 
Nature ; and that, in order thereto, we inay and oogbt to 
call for all Papers that are neceilkry for our Informadon. 
J fay, my Lords, we not onl/ may, but ibmetimea ought to 
offer our Advice ; and our Duty in thb Refped b to be de- 
termined by the Notion we have of the Miuiiter^s Condn/^, 
and by the general Appearance of Things. It is oblerved, 
that every Author has a particular Stile or Spirit in Writings 
(b, I believe, every AdminiHration, or every Minifter has a 
particular Stile or Spirit in hb Condud : If we judge of tho 
otile or Spirit of our prefent Minifter^s Condud from what 
b paft, which is the only Way we can jud^e, we mafk con- 
diKie, it b a blundering Srile, it is an evil Spirit. * pan we 
expeA, that lie who gave Admiral H^Jler Orders to perfoadf 
the Enemy's Ships to fbrrender, and to lie with lus Sqiou 
dron, till it rotted* before a Sea Port ^hich Mr, F^n^ hat 
taken with a fourth Part of the Force ; 1 fay, can we ex- 
ped, that he will give proper Orders to any Admiral I Caa 
we exped, that he who in 1727 allowed Sfaim to panj on a 
War for two Years a^iinft us, without fo much as attempt- 
\xif to ^ve them one Blow, will carry on the prefent war 
with Vigour? Cln we exped, that he who ooodofied oar 
tedious Negotiations with Spain to the bte moft hoDOutaUe 
(Convention, will conduift any Negotiation to n happy and 
honourable Conclufion ? 

The noble Lord tcld us, that we have no Occifioii to en- 
quire into the Condqd of an Expedition, when it has met 
with all the Succefs that could be expefied ; I (ay the lame 
f f our foreign AiBurs in general. When the Sky all aroun4 
appears to be ferene, when no Cloud feema to be hanging 
pver us, we have no Occafion to mterpofe by onr Enquiry 
and A4vice i but wbqi the Sky b o?escai^ when Qoods 
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appear nufy to oirerwbclm na in a Deluge^ ic li then AeAmy i4.0«on. ^ 
l)aty of dus Hodie to interpoie, me ooght then to enquire i74^- 
into the CoodiiA of paft Meafares, in order to give his Ma- ' 
jefy our Adrice abooc future. 

TliB» nnr Lords, if we cooiider the paft Condufl of our 
Miiiift«r» it we confidcr the prefent Appearance of Things^ 
we jBttft condnde, that at thu Time it is oar Duty to inter- 
pofe with our Advice, and for that ParpoTe to make a thot 
rough E>4uvy into paft Meaihreay and into the preient Scato 
of ovr Aiairs. Shall v^e trait the Managjement of a War^ 
which oqghc to be profecated in the moft vigorous Manncx, 
to tlie Aovice of a Miniver who^ from the whole Tenor of 
Ik Coodo^ appears to be puiillanimous and irrefolute ? Ixi 
tke daq^mns State in which the Afiairs of Eitro^ are at 
prate aivohed, (ball we trail the extricating ot them to 
the Advicr of the very Man who, for what we know, nay 
IB all Appearance, has been the chief Caoie of the ir being 
ib iaioivcd; 

Havii^ thus, my I^ords, ihewn, that we not only may^ 
hat ibflietinies oi^ht to offer our Advice to the Crown, evea 
with i^pe£l to foreign A£ur8, or the Affairs of Peace and 
War» and at a thordkigh Enquiry is neeeilkry for enabling ua 
to give praper Advice, therefore it is evident, not only that 
we nay at any Time, but that we iometimes ought to en* 
!|uim iolo d|c Condu^ of fuch Affairs. But fuppofe wo 
weif aoa oprni this Occafion to offer any Advice to tho 
C^o«% yet a general Enquiry into the Cooidod of paft Mea- 
ittci aav he neceftaiy> in order to poniftk or remove a Ml* 
aiihr, wAQ, we thinky has given weak or wic'ced Advico 
iaoarSoy«ffig|n» Upon this Sobjed, the noble Lord who 
Uki^ b& bmti to admit, that we m^ enquire into thio 
Coadid even of Affiirs relating to Peace and War; hot 
tliea &yc he, vOa moft not make a general Enquiry ktto the 
CoadnA of a War cill it be coochided, ovt into the Condud 
of aay particahr Biqiedition, if there be any Hopes of iu 
heiag nfamtd, which, he b^y^j, is the true Meaning of the 
I Haxi^ thai fmdtwie Btlio no Enquiry is to be made iato 
die hfanaMMtt of a War. I have already ibewa, ih^t 
die FooiJarkm of this Maxim is Lliie, becaoie an Adair 
aay be enqnued i^to by this HouTe, without theleaft Dajir 
gB of dUiQOiverii^ to the Enemy any Secrets rehdag to ic 
Bat I lEwft beg. Leave to exaa^oe this Maxim» as the aoUf 
ioid has esqplained it» a little fa»ther. ^ 

Your LordQiips muft allow^ that it Is our Doty in thia 
Boufe to pficvent.a Mifchief when aj^rehended, as well as 
p poivfli the Authors when it has been brou£^ npon oa^ 
It is oor Duty to f ceveot tb^ MiiinajiagHnnl of ar War, aa 
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Anno )4.Geo.n. well as to pnniih thofe who have mifmanaged it. If Fncen- 
I740- diaries were fetting Fire to a Houfc, it would be very ridi- 
* calous in the Proprietor to fit ftill, and allow them to do lb, 
in Hopes of being able to apprehend and pnniih them after 
they have burnt his Houie down about his Ears. Would 
not this, be the very Cafe, if it were to be admitted as a 
Maxim, that for Fear of difcovering the Secrets of our 
Government to the Enemy, this Houfe muft never enquire 
into the Condud of a War till it is concluded, that is to 
fay, till by Mifcondud and bad Succefs, we are obliged to 
fubmit to a diihonourable Peace? Suppofc the Feribns 
chiefly employed in conducing the War were Traitors: 
Suppofe they themfelves difcovered all the Secrets of our 
Government to the Enemy ; would it not be ridicalous in 
this Houfe, to fufpend our Enquiry for Fear of difcovering 
Secrets, we had good Reafon to believe to be already dif- 
covered ? 

The noble Lord was fenfible of thefe ridiculous Confe- 
quences from his Maxim, and therefore he thought of an 
Expedient : He told us. we might enquire into fome parti- 
cular Expedition that had mifcarried, and from thence find 
Means to remove thofe that had been guilty of Mifcondn^* 
But his Expedient will, upon Examination, be* found, like 
all our modern Expedients, good for nothing. Sbppofe the 
MifconduA is in not profccuting the War with -Vigour: 
Suppofe no one Expedition has ever been undertaken, which 
is the preient Cafe, how will you remove the GaHty by en- 
quiring into . the Condud of fome particular Expedition ? 
Suppofe the Mifcarriage of an Expedition was not owing to 
thole employed in carrying it on, but to the Treachery of 
thofe that contrived and advifed it, how will you difcover or 
remove the Guilty by enquiring into the Conduct of that 
particular Expedition ? My Lords, the Expedient is equally 
abfurd with the Maxim. By an Enquiry' into the Conduft 
of any particular Expedition; the Mifcondud of Under-A- 
gents and OfHcers may be deteded and pnnifhed, which 'a 
not the Bufmefs of this Houfe ; but the Mifbchaviour or 
Treachery of chief Minifters, who arc the only proper Ob* 
jefb of our Refentment, can never be come at, or they 
tiiereby removed from having any Thing farther tp do in 
conduding the War. This can only be done by a general 
Enquiry, which therefore ought tq be fet on Foot, or fome 
Steps made towards it, as foon as there arifes the leail Safpi- 
cion of any Mifconduft. 

This, my Lords, is the prefent Cafe* There is a Sofpi- 
cion that Admiral Femon had no proper Orders. I think it 
is evident, either that he had na proper Orders^ or that he 

was 
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WIS not provided with a proper Force ; and therefore^ IAaqo 14.GM.IX. 
chiok, that in one or other of thefe Cafes a parliamentary i74o* 
Genfare mull enfue. Bat before we can proceed, we muft 
have a parliamentary Knowledge, which of thele Cafes we 
are to apply it to. If he had proper Orders, our Cenfure 
muft be applied to his not being provided with a proper 
Force. If he had no proper Orders: If he had, as I fuf- 
pcft, qo Orders^ but only a general Order for Reprizals, 
and to proteA our own Trade in that Part of the World, wc 
can pais no Cenfure upon his not being provided with a pro- 
per Force, becaufe he had fufficient ft>r that Purpofe. But 
then, I think, we ought to pais a Cenfure upon his being 
iicDt out with fuch puny Orders, againfi an Enemy that me- 
rited oar higheft Refentment. 

From hence your Lordfhips rauft Cm, how necefTary it is 
to have his Orders and inllrudUons laid before us, becaufe 
without them we can have no parliamentary Knowledge how 
to apply our Cenfure, s^d coniequently can pafs no Cenfure, 
tho* every one of your Lord (hips were convinced that we 
oi^ht. If Mr. yerwu^^QrdcTs are all right, and fuch as 
tbey ought to be, I (hall moil heartily condole with our 
Minifters in cafe your Lordfhips (hould put a Negative upon 
this Motion. But if your Lprdfhips do put a Negative upon 
it, and I find the Friends of our Miniiler concurring in that 
Negative, I ihall hugely fufpedl, all is not right ; for if I 
were to purchafe an Eftate, and the Seller ibould tell me, 
he had a very good Title, but for certain Reafons could not 
fbew it me, I am fure, I ihould not believe a Word he faidj 
and much lefs pay him the Purchafe-Money. 

The noble Lord faid, he could not agree to this Motion, 
becaufe, from the Arguments made ufe of in its Favour, it 
appeared we were to addrefs for nothing: I ihall grant, 
that if Mr. Fernon had no Orders to attack Porto Belk or 
Qhof^a^ .his Majeily can lay nothing before us in Purfuance 
of this Addrefs ; but it is this very Nothing we Addrefs for. 
If his Majefty returns for Anfwer, that no Part of Mr. Ver^ 
aB»*8 Inifarudions relates to any Expedition already executed, 
we (hall then have a Parliamentary Knowledge, that he had 
no Orders for attacking Forto Bello or G)agra ; and if he 
had not, I will averr, he had no proper Orders ; therefore 
this Addrefs may have a very good EfFedl for the public 
Service, tho* his Majefty ihould lay nothing before us in 
Purfuance of it. 

The Fortreffes of Porto Bello and Chagra, my Lords, 

lay io open to our Attacks, and it was fo neceiTary for us to 

poflefs or demoliih them, in order to open a Trade with the 

Sfamfi Settlemenu, that it was a moil ilagrant Piece of 

I Mif- 
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iliMo i^Cho.U, MiTconddd, if Mr. t^erfm had no Order td MtA Aem i It 
1740. ^as^ I think, a moft flagrant Piece of MifoonduA^ not to 
fend him ^t with a proper Force for taking and holding 
them, at lead daring the War. But this^ we are toYo, 
wottld hare brought the French againft as, who have Cal^n 
the Alarm upon hearing only, that we were preparing to 
ibnd a Land-Force to the Wtft-IniUs^ and have therefore 
fcnt their Squadrons thither, to prerent ottr Defigns : Jf 
they hare fent their Sqaadrons thither with this Delign, 
they can do no more, and as thefe Squadrons wiU not, I 
believe, be able to prevent our Defigns, if v j goiou fl y exe- 
CBted, I hope we fhall proceed. Bat I do not believe, the 
lunch intended to attack us, or to join openly with the 
Span'tardf againd us ; I believe, they fent dieir Squadrons 
thither, only to frighien os : They know hvm Experience 
this may be done. Wc have for thefe twenty Years gene« 
sally began with a Sort of Bailing, that is, with pottine 
oinfelrcs to the Expence of fhtmg out our Squadrons, and 
augmenting our i^rmies ; but when we found that woukl not 
do, we have always grown an UMtts Chickens, and havt 
allowed ourfelves to be bullied out ofj and into, every 
Thing oar Enemies pkafcd to infift on. 

No Menaces from trance cao^ therefbfto, be an Excufe; 
and as I fulled, that foch Menaces were a Reafbn with oar 
Miniiler, for not fbmiOitng Mr. Vermn with proper Orders, 
I am the more eurioas to (ee them ; but the noble Lord 
who fpoke laft, has furnifhed me with a new Aif;oment, 
and fach a one as I neither did, nor could befere think of, 
for having thefe Orders laid before this Houfe. He fays, he 
■ever faw them : This my Lords, is very fnrprizfng : As the 
noble Lord has faid fo^ it mufl be true ; Imd as he is nqt onljr 
•ne of his Mj jefty's Privy Council, but aMb, I believe, ono 
ef his Cabinet Council, and without Derogation I may fay, 
as able a Statefman as any Lord in either, it h to me a 
Proof, that Mr. Vimon^s Inflru^Uons were never under tfa« 
Confideration of his Mnjefly*s Ppvy or Cabinet Cboncil, 
and thrnefbre, I thirk, thty ought now to be taken intcy 
the Confideration of this Honfe, which is his Majef(y*s great 
Courxil : Nay, we ought to confider this very Po nt, whjr 
ihey were not hid before his Majeffy's Cabinet CooncM. The 
noble Lord faid, that m the Multitude of Couitfellors there 
is no Secrecy. It ^eems, there is fbme one of great In- 
fluence about his M j fty» who is of the fame Opinion, and 
thercfbre he took Care, that no one fhould fee thefe Infbiic- 
tions but himfelf. This convinces me, they were not right,- 
fbr \f they had, I can fee no Reafon for fo much Secrecy % 
and therefore, I think, we ought to addrefi for them, that 
they may be altered or amended, for I doubt if this can be 
done ia any other of his Majefly *s Councils* If 
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If tbere are no Secrets 'm : thde' Jnftni£U(ms» my Lards, Aoao T4:Oeo.llt * 

but ihok of the Nation, no .Harm could enfue from having ^7¥»- 
the Wbak laid before as, becaufe if they ought to be kept '' ^^^"-^ 
very fecret, we could treat tbem accordingly. It is eafy to 
make Sappofidons abont what may be in them, .but it is as 
eafy to make Suppoiitions of what may not be in them : I 
coald make Snppofitkms of this Kind, whicht from the 
Sti}e and Spirit of our Minifter*sCondu6l, are more probable* 
than thofe the noble Lord has been pleafed to make ; and hb 
Lordihtp has -owned his being in the fame Cafe with me :> 
Neither of us can afiert. If then no Harm could edhe, at 
iesft to the Nation, from having the Whole laid before ns, 
fuely no Danger is to be apprehended finom having laid before 
« the Nothing, or the Something, now prppofed to be 
addrefled for. Bnt, my Lords, according to the modem 
Way of argoing upon all .Qccafmns, when Papers, ave pro« 
pofed to be addrcfied for, andwith Rmet I nvuii confbft^ ac-. 
cordiog 10 the late Behaviour of this Honfe, we never can en- 
sure into the Condudb of a Minifter, till after his being dif-" 
mifled the Serrioe of the Crown : .When he has ]o£k that Fa- 
roar, opon which his Influence depends, and is given up by 
die Crown to be bqfieted by the Piurliament,' we ^uy then, • 
sodnot till then, have fuch Papers bid before Jis, as.arene- 
ceflkry for enqoiring into his Condud« ' This^ I fay, feems 
to be the Refdt of thofe Argnmeats that have for ibme Time * 
^pievafled in this Honfe ; but I hope it will never become an 
efhbliihed Maxim, for if it Qvmild,' the Parliament will then 
be made nfe ef^ not to bnfiet thofe- that 'deferve it, but to 
bofiet every Man that happens to be fo unfortunate, as to 
^ aoder the^Refentment of thechief Favooriteof the Cftwn 
ibr the Time being; which^ ia.iny Opinion, would be a 
ffioft tetrifale State of Things.; and as our agreeing to. this 
Modon will, be one Step towards preventing it, there&^ L 
ibil watt heartily concur with jny noble Friend in the Mo- 
tioa he haa made you. 

Lord Mirwy: 
% Lords . !::... 

In this Debate, as wpU as ^gnai many odiers of the* fame Xord Onwy, 
Namre, I £nd the Opinion of the Popukce without Doors - 
it very much infixed on, as if this Houfe were obliged to 
euGpire, and to cenfure, as often as the giddy Multitude takes 
it into th^r Heads, that the Adminiftration have been de- 
icknt in their Doty, or miftaken in their Politics. If this 
were the Cafe, no Minifler could ever he eafy, nor cqnldany- 
ooe Sefion pafs over without an Enquiry.and Ctofure : Every 
SdioB would produce a new Admmii|ntion, and every Year' 
woold ^ve the Popukce the Diveriion of feeing a Sacri(ce> 

1740. Y y y ^^^ 
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Anno 14- G«oi[L made of fiime f£ tktMwi&tn «r Biagtftifttfif of diefifr' 
1740*. ^ qeding, till atlaft, we fiiooLd iunre nnt^ Mimfter Bor ifa- 
ti^^^^^N# giftrate in the Kbigcbin ; kr mhu Mab of ammoa SaA 
would ftccept .of a iPod in mtf G^memmeat, if be were 
certain* that, befofe the End o£' dur Year, be mvM be fiuai<< 
Iked 'to the RefeDtment of (lide» whom by tbe Diit3r of bk 
Office he oitift difoblige ? We auM^ at tbis iUto buve no- 
tbai^ibttt .Aanrehy and Cooftifi^ iBMitgft os 1 and tbeneiiDie 
joarXArdfiiiptiQeft fee, that tbeOpauons* tbe S«(^ood^ 
or tfaeCiamoun of the People witbout Doors, can be no 
Sjile ftr your ConduA in this Houfe. In dl your IMi- 
beratiflns here, yon are to confider what Juflke eeqniies, 
and 'what may be aoft fiar the pqfalie Good, witfaont regard 
ee what'taay -be moil ngrtofak to die People ^wiiSont 
Boova. If iyoa do tius^yon nui^ contenw what is Aid a- 
gaiat yon, aod de%iie thofr Repfoacfaa, whiA en have ao 
foandation, hat tbe Igpojaana or Maiice of tbe Bcvaeia. 

For this fiaafion, tnyljadB, I fhatt give aiyfelf wry iittle 
iTkouUe obent wbat asay ht ehoaght of this QoeftioB wkboat 
Soon, and as litde flull I .give vBtytAf any Taenble aboot 
caqnuing, wbetber itbefnttnded as a previous £tap eawaids 
/ opr giving bis Maic% jkdnoe wStb weatd to fiooitc ilea* 

f Bses, or fiowtfdr onr eaqhafbffinib the Gondnft of ipaft idea* 
foxes; becaufe^wbaeevernu^beibDiq^htofitwiilKmD^^ 
wbatever niayifae intendedrby k witUa Doors, i iJnak our 
fl^eeeing la it wotdd be iooonfiflant wSftb the pubEc <Sood. 
&rPnK>fof thisi h^vealieady, in this Bebata, keafdmaay 
Jbong Atgianeats adraac'dy none of adiiflb have as yet ben 
anfwered ; I cbiak them onanAmaUe*' That the iayiag 
of ifth Ptapen bcibw ns would di(covcr die Seotts of oar 
GovBcmtnent to oitr Eaefnies; ai^, that it mi|^ probably 
znske Enemies of tbofa, wbo aas aow oar Fiiands, is, I 
think, evident to a J D ei Moailfa tioa. f lenow, aay Loads, it 
]s«ot veryxoasplaifant to f^^ ^bataotbiagean ibe iDBot &» 
cret that is once laid before this AffemhJy ; bat I would not 
flatter even this Aifembly at the Expcnce of lay Cdaatiy i 
and as I (halt always chufe rather to be fincere than coaiplai* 
4aBt|* I ikidft jom with other nabie Lords i);t frying, dneno 
teb Thing can, in wty -Opimon, be eafadbed : £vca ebe 
jNd)le Lords wbo bavefpoke in Favonr of die Mbdon,. €amm 
to join in this €)pittion 9 and therefore baweteid as, ikat in 
cafe bis Majcfty, in bis An^er to onr ilddrels, ihiiuhi fr^, 
diat thofe Papers oooiain Secrets wbicb oag^ not to-be dif- 
ocrered, we laay then ajipeint a feeret £oounittee Hat lafpaA* 
iDgtbelhipefB, aadf^aeportiBgfachP^titsoftham, assni^ 
be fafeiy conuanniiated, widi tWrOf anon apea dw Wbola, 
CO the Hodfu 
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lOm I iamf, toy UfriM^ .tv« mar A' ' 1^^ QpM^fi^di SA1mo14.Oeo.U4 
ll^mtkiO«^c«nw« Ironed? We amft •idiM- pst an ivipUcit 1740* 
F«t|i » yifrRfifon a£ the Lords CoiiMBict|ie8» oi; w< caa *— ^^^ 
iracoid »• farther. If afoa iiich « Report we Ihould pr^ 
ceedlP-fAr aogr Advice to lus M^jilfy* caa aav Loid con- 
€v m oAamg thaC Advice, wkkout (eeu^ all iCJioie Papef|» 
and hoowiigdiUieleFadbifseB which kklbiiAfled; Wkln 
out this Knowledge, caa he de$eiini«e whether the Advice 
be ri|^MW WOi^? Aad W4U ei^ of your Lofdfiups dUow 
TOvNaflMCoheWMdeiiA^fibpgivia^ Weight to- aA Ad- 
vkty whkii, fcir what you knew, nay be the worft thaa 
was eeer givea? SoppiMb that upon fiich a Aeport wei 
AmM pieoetd to CenfiiM, wouM any Wd b^ fo unjaft* ae 
to joio d» «wiMi« ft Mfldftcv's (^ondu^^, wiithoitt kno^ii0 
any of the FaQs opon which th^t CenAise wae fouadodf. 
The Iieids€e«uilitt<es mkht ky ibiMthing ia their a^n 
yiiiirmiiieBj they might ULy^ they had difcoyered itK thofis 
Fapwt Mh Fa4hi^ as pve a fuffi^eimt Qfoqad /or Ctnbrei 
httvfaiKeoiiU aay other tiOid qf this Hoa£» % > They^ 
onld£i|p MllMg imf this : The Lofds Qomapii^ees thoaghK 
^ Cfedm jeK, a»d theffefons I beUeved it was (q j. whichi 
imj Lu a BjiipBii riTtifffiT, Vt r "^r laa^certaiiv.aPfO''. 
laftniSort of fieliefa aadlaaaa^oertsimthatkwmddD^i 
W^iodoMiA to the Hommr eftt» l^ wlH^biAip^ or jta 
ihe CfauaAer ef this H011& ie g^iwrak 

tepafe aj^, my L«wb, that apoa ioch. a Report wf 
«we to proceed to a Sentenee of Juftihcation ^,i^p«ob9rr 
ml: Sve« tM» I ihouU Mt chufe to ag^oe to, yntbav^ 
kviM f«ry ftriftty coBamiaed inm tiM Coodaa, which i 
tie tini iipnffl]- t» jofti^A be; if die Maj^sr^)^ o&thh^ 
Hoofe Ao^plMe fo HiMh f^MtbM th<^ ^Uu^H ^B>mictes6,i 
n le jaM in tlwScnteeee ef JafHdesi4io% woidd tkk giv4 
aay fmrHViT^ to |he People withoucPoors^ or wo^it aaigf 
Way oeatnbiite to id|ay theft Ckmm»* which rnxm^f 
Ud t» he ib geoeial a^i«ft the. Cenduft^ of the Adminifirar 
tba f ify Lords, the Minifters k]BOW is woutd not^ and 
thcrefae I an» not at all fuprmd fta their, being againft 
what mA givo your LovdOdpe a grea« deaj of Trouble, ai4 
saa do them no Service. The^ are conici«M^ I believe, 
tkat !he CtMaouis agaiaft theki aj(& without any real Fouoda^ 
liQo, and Audm$ they defpiiethero : Su^ O^i^nours, ihep 
inew^ wM fobfide of thepfckeei, or wW by the Cowrie of 
Thnis be tnraed to the Confotoi of thofethat raiie th^m^ 
aed idr tlds Reafoo^ they di> nqt d^^ayoia" Ur4ftiF» ^om\4 
gite ^oefelett any TmnH«about them. Should your Lord*- 
Ufs a|«a.a» £a<piiry be never fo fuUy convinced of thf 
Wiflom, as well as Uprightnefs of our Miriiflers, yet your 

1740, Yyxz ' Acquiml 
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Anno i4.Ceo«ll- AoptilUl could ntf Way (bp the Mouths of tliofe that da- 
1740- molar without Reafon, nor could it give any Satis&fUon to 
^'"" Uhc Nation { becaafe that Acquittal would, probably, be 
founded on Fa^, which the pat^ic Safety would not permit 
to be -made public. Therefore, without communicating to 
the whole Hdufe, and confequentl^, I think; to the whole 
Worfd, ell the Papers that are laid before you, it if. In my 
Opinion, xmpofiible for you to proceed, either to adviie, 
cenfure, or joftify ; and as this, -with regard to the Papers 
now moved for, woald be abfiilmely inconiiftent with the 
public Safety, I cannot agfce toyour'prefentifig fnch m Ad- 
drefs as 19 now propofed $ becaafe I flail never be for this 
Houfe's deiifing any Thing of their Sovereign, which, I 
think, he cannot grant without injuring the Honour of the 
Crown, or endangering the Safety of the Nation. 
- That this may be Che Cafe, is evident, I think, from the 
very Nature of the Papers now propofed to be called for. 
If the noble Lord had been pleafed to confine bis Motion to 
the Orders given to Admiral ^<#rff9«, coniidering' the many 
Motions of the fame Kind we have of late Years had belbre 
^s Hottfe, I (hould not hiate been much furprited at it ; 
but todeiire, that his Majefty-thould lay before' this Houfe 
likewife the InAruftions given to that Admiral, i^femething 
I think'very extraordmary ; for tho' a noble Lord, who di- 
ilinguiihes well and properly in other Cafea, has in this 
Deboite confbunded Orders and InfbrufHons, yet there is cer- 
tamly a very great Difference.- The Orders given to oar 
Admirals are always -figned by the Lord High Admiral, or 
the Conlm^idners appointed to execute that Ugh Office ; bot 
the JfifbmAion?, or (ome of them, may be foch asare figned 
by his Maje^y- alone ; from whence it is evident, that they 
may contain Setrets which ate known to none bat the King, 
and whiefa he b In Honour oMiged not to eommanicate to 
any, but thofe that are to make^he proper Ufe of them. I 
know, my Lords, that Suppofiticms of any Kiiid may be 
made, but there are many Degrees in the Reafonablends or 
Probability of Suppofiiions, 'and when they are made, we 
are to judge whether they are reafonable or |io« In the pre* 
fent Cafe, 1 (hall for Example fuf^fe, that his Majefty has 
a fecret Correfpondence with fome of the Grandees or con- 
fiderable Perfons in New Spain, and that he is upon Honour 
^gaged not to communicate the Secret to any, but the Ad- 
miral he fends into that P^rt of the World. This, I fhall 
grant, is a mere Suppofition ; but it cannot be faid to beab- 
lolutely unreafonable, if we confi^cr how much the People 
of that Country a^e diiTatisfied with their Government, and 

what 
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wkt a real Adrantag^ U would be for them to be freed from Anno i4.GeoJI. 
ihsYpke of Sfoin. ^ J!^ 

No«r» my Loids, if bis Majefty bas, or ever bad fuch a 
&aet Corre^ndeoce, be mtift have communicated it to 
Admiral Virmu by means of an Inftrudion figned by himfelf 
alone ; bow inconfiHent then would it be with the Honour 
of the Crown, and the Intereft of the Nation, efpecially 
with legard to oar Sucoefk in the prefent War, to have fuch 
an Inftru£lion laid before thb AiTembly ? The Inftrudioi> 
may idate to a Defign akeady executed, and yet the Perfons 
diat carried on this Q)rre£ppndence may Hill be in the Power 
of t])e Enemy : Their being apprehended and executed would 
be the certain and immediate Conieqoence of a Difcovery; 
and after fuch a Difcovery* could this Nation ever expedk 
to have any Correfpondencp with, or any Intelligence m>m 
an Enemy *s Country ? 

Such Confiderations as thefe, my Lords, muft fbew us, 
that, let the Confequence be wlat it will, we can never de- 
fire all Papers to be laid before us, that relate to any fpreign 
A&ir then in Agitation, and yet this needs not hinder us 
from giving a general Advice to his Majefly* when we think 
it neceflary ; nor can it hinder us from cenfuring the Condudi 
of a Miniiler, if from Circumibmces publicly known, he 
ihould appear to deferve it, or if by Chance anv Fa£l^ 
ihouU 900)0 to Light, that might afford Rea&n ror that 
Cenfiire. jLaft Seffipn we join«l with the other Houfe in 
nvittg a general Advice to his Majefty rebting to future 
Meafnres, .without making a particular £nquiiy into any of 
thofe that were pafi : I did not then, I do not yet indeed 
think it was neceflary for us to offer any fuch Advice r but I 
ooncorred with other Lords in agreeing to the Requeft of the 
Commons, becaofe I thought it was a good Advice, and I 
hope our Succeis in the War ihall be fuch, as may enable his 
Majefty to follow that Advice. In the fame Manner we 
aay, upon any other Occaiipn, make uie of our Privilege 
of being the bmditary great Council of the Crown, when, 
from t£ Circumfbmces that are publicly known, we can 
determine what Adyice we ought to give; but in order 
thereto, we muft not pretend to dive into the Secrets of Go- 
vernment, becaufe it is inconfiftent with the Safety of the 
Pablic, to by them before fuch a numerous AiTembly. 

This, my Lords, I take to be the richt Dodrine with re- 
gsid to Advice ; and with regard to Cenfure, if from the 
general State of Things, or from Circumftances publicly 
known, the Condud pf a Minifler (hould appear to be 
wiong, your Lordihips could certainly both ceniiire and pu« 
aiih hiipy without any particular £nauiry into the whole 
Tcnof 
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Aiinoi4.Geo.II.forae Time after it begins to be difapproved by a Majority' 
174^ of the People, or if a Magiibrate or Minifter conrinoes in Of« 
^ ficc for fome Time after he begins to be generally hated or 
defpifed, that Government is not a free Govemmenc, that 
People have no Pretence to call themfelves a free Peo^e. 
For this Reafon, I am forprized to hear it iaid, that our 
Minifters defpife the Clamoars of the People, or that thejr 
do not defire your Lordihips Affiftance for aUaying thofe 
Clamoun : My Lords, if they defpife thofe Clamours, if 
they do not defire to take the moft proper and the moil fpeedy 
Method for allaying them, which is by an impartial Parlia* 
mentary Enquiry, I will affirm they have, or at leail they 
think they have, found out another Method ,of governing, 
another Method of preferving their Power, tlum that whidi 
is the only Method in a free Couttry, I mean the Efieem 
and AiieAions of the Generality of the Peoples and if they 
have any fuch Thoughts, I hope they willfoon find dMm* 
felves difappointed. 

A general Clamour, my Lords, moft be a terrible Thing 
to any Minifter : In abfolute Governments it at lail produces 
Mobs and Infurre6tions : In free Governments it will always 
produce a legal Enquiry into his Condud, and often (for fuch 
a Clamour is feldom raifed without juft Ground) a legal Con- 
demnation. In cafe of any Clamour, tho' far from being 
general, if a Minifler be confcious of his own Innocence, he 
will defire, he will promote an Enquiry, he will infill upon its 
being made with the utmoil Strifbiefs, and by thofe ^o are 
kafi fufpeded of being partial in his Favour. But when Mi- 
nifters are for concealing their Aftibns, and keeping them all 
in utter Darknefs, I muft always fuppofe their Anions are 
fuch, as would appear black and horrid in the Light. 

That there is at prefent a mofl general Cbmoor againfl 
the late Conduct of our public Af&irs, no Man can be igno* 
rant, whatever he may pretend. The People damoored a- 
«inft our Condu£k in Peace, they now clamonr agaiaft dor 
Condu^ in War ; and in both, I'm afraid, their Oaaioara 
are not without Reafon. -This Clamour, my Lords, is not 
among thofe that are difafledted to his Majefty, or to the 
prefent EftaUifhment : Upon the contrary, inftead of cla- 
mouring they fmile, they rejoice in the general Uneafinefs 
they fee among the People. The Clamour is among thofe 
who are the befl Friends to our prefent happy Efbblifhment, 
and their Uneafinefs is increafed by their having nothing to 
anfwer to the Sarcafms of thofe who are its profeffed EnemieSj 
but with Pbagtou to fay, 

— Pudet hsec opprobria nobis 

£t did potuifie, Sc non potuiiTe refeUi* 
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At yon LMdikips fit here by an liereditvy Right, XCKiA1u10T4.Geo.ll. 
nay not perhaps think yovrfelvca fo much obliged to take 1740- 
Notice of the Clamoon and Complaints of the People with- 
oat i>XM9, and therefere may wave girhig yourfehres the 
Tfoubie to cnonire into the Condnd ^ oar public AWim, 
cither kr the jnftification or Oondemnation oTour Minifters ; 
bat if the other Hoafe does not, I muft fuppofc, that a 
Majority of that H011& hare no Regard, either for the Efteem 
or Affedionsof thofe they reprefent, and confequently, that, 
apoa anew £)edioB,tbey depoid upon being rechofen by other 
Methods than are confiftent with our Conftitution. From hence 
ooe may ibon determine, whether the Conftitotion of our Go- 
Tcnuacnt be as yet entire ; for if tbisSeffion (honld pafs ovtr 
withoat an Enqniiy's being fet on Foot in the other Hoofe, 
and the (ame Memben (hoold be generally rechof'en, as hare 
sow Seats m that Houfe, I fliall conclude, that oar Q>nftitti- 
tkn is atan End, and that a Majority of the Members of the 
other Hoofeare not, as they ihould be, the Reprefentatires of 
the People, but the Creatures and Tools of the Court. 

This, I fay, my Lords, I fludl conclude ; and thb, I be- 
lieve, will be the Condufion that wiQ, from thefe Circum- 
ftances, be drawn by moft Men in the Kingdom, which will 
of Conrie very much increafe the Difeontents and the Miff' 
raaringi of the People 1 therefore, if oar Miaiflers are fen- 
fible, that the prefent Clamoara are %idthoat any Foundation, 
it is ?ery moch their Interell to have their Conduft jailified 
fay an Enquiry during this Seffion of Parliament : Nay, fup« 
j»fe they hnve been guilty of fome Failings, it is their Inte- 
rei to have an Enqniry now fet on Foot ; becanfe they hate 
aiany more Friends in the prefent Houfe of Commons, than 
tbeycan expe^ fai the next, confidering the Humour in 
which the People we at prefent, rnikis they are refolved to 
add a n^ft l|einoBS Crime to their former Failines, by mak- 
ing Ufe of fimie corrapt or illegal Means for influencing the 
cnfuing Eledions. 

Thw, mj Lords* it is evident^ that if our MiniHevs are 
iBDOcent, if'^ their Condod has been wife and upright, it Is 
notOiriy theurPuty, but their Intereft to have it ftri^ en* 
qoiredinto, in order to have it jollified in the Eyes of the 
People, and (o make their Continuance in the Adminiftra- 
tion ccHififtent with the veiy Effence of a free Government 1 
and if they are gnkty, I am fure it b our Duty to enquire 
into theh- Qondudli in order to remove them from the Admi- 
niftration, and to piefcni the Nation*s fuffering any longer by 
their Mifeondnft. In the former Cafe, thtf are oUiged, for 
thcirown Sake, to lay every Paper belbre us, that is necef- 
fary fer giving us n M View of their Condua ; and in the 
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Anno 14.Gso.II. letter, we fhoiild, for the Sake of our Country, .oblige 

174c. them to do fo. Even in the Courts below^ Parties arc often 

|,/''V"'^0 ordered to bring into Court all Papers relating to the Suit 

depending \ uViiX \i any ope f efufcs, he will be committed for 

a Contempt, liovv then can any one doubt this Houfe's 

having a Povver :o cill for any Paper we think neceiTary for 

. clearing up a Matter depending before us ? But we are told 
we mult not do To, becaufe we ihould thereby difcover the 
Secrete of our Government to our Enemies, which is incoo- 
fiilenr with the Safety and Welfare of our Country. This, 
my Lords, is in other Terms i'aying, that it is incondftent 
with the public Good, for this Houle ever to enquire or ad- 
rife \ for we can do neither, without having belore us thofe 
Materials that are neceiTary for our Information \ and if it 
be inconfiikiit with the public Good to lay fuch Materials 
before u^ it mull be inconliilent with the public Good for 
this Houfe ever to enquire into pafl Meafures, or to give our 
Advice about future. 

But every one knows, and the noble Lord who fpoke lafl 
. feemed to admit, tnat the Secreti of the Government m:;y be 
as fafely committed to a Committee of this Houfe, as to any 
Committee ol his Mujefty\^ Privy Council or even as to one 
fole Counfeilor. His Lordfhip, however, parted a new Ob- 
jedion, by faying, that w.e could not proceed either to ad- 
vile, ccnfure^ or jullify, upon the RepoVt of that Committee j 
nor would the Nation be fatitiied with any J unification 
founded upon fuch a Report, becaufe the Lords Committees 
could report nothing l?ut their Opinion, and their Opinion 
could not be a Fo^indation upon which the other Lords of 

' this Houfe, who haJ f«:en none ol the Papers, could pro- 
.ceed to advife, cenfure or jullify, or if we proceeded to juf- 
tify, the Nation would not jom with us* in placing an im- 
plicit Faith in the Opinion of the Lords Committees. 

This. J confefs, my Lords, is fomething new» butilfcems 
to be founded upon a mod obvious Miftakc ; tor furely we 
are not to luppofe, that if all the Papers relating tp our late 
public Tranfat^ions were Lid before a Committee of this 
Houfe, that Committee would find no Padls worth reporting, 
but thofc that are of a fecret Nature, and ought not there- 
fore to be difcovered. The Committee wonld certainly re- 
port many Fadls ; they would prove thofe Y^ldis by whole 
Papers, or by Extradls from fuch as could not be wholly 
communicated; and they would give us their Opinion upo|i 
the Whole. From thence every Lord of this Houfe, and if 
jhe Report ^-re publifhed, every Man without Doors might 
judge for himfelf, and from his own Knowledge : We might 
jadvife, we might cenfure, we might joftify, and the Nation 
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^OiiiJjoIn with us in an Opinion ihisy faw fupported by fuchAnno i4..Gco.lIi 
incontcftable Vouchers. Butwh.t ifrc v^e now l^ ir.g to dt ? 
We are going to relolvc, if tl:is Qjellion p^lles in the Ntga- 
tivT, that the P.wpers moved for contain ni oil import" i-.r Se- 
c:as only becaaJe the Fricnclb of our Miuiiter {\y t-v ; do. 
This is fCilly putting ? more implicit P'aith in oarM!n:r.er, 
than the Roman CctloUcs'^wi in the Pop^: \ fr, 1 thir.k his ' 
Hohnefs is himfelf obliged to pronounce iiis ir.fcill.bie De- 
crees. Will the Nation join v*i:h us in this ? Will tSey not 
join in iaying, that our Faith proceeds from lomethmg elfe 
than ConviiSion ? 

Bat fuppofc the Lords Committees Ihouid report nothing 
but their Opinion, I fhall not !ay, that u|)On their OpiniOQ 
the Houfe conld proceed to condemn a Miuifter ; but tvea 
upon their Opinion we might proceed to i.dvife iiis M\jeft)', 
wi:h regard to future Meaiurcs ; we might proceed to juilify 
the Coudu6l of our Miniilers ; wc might even proceed td 
advile his Majeily to remove fome of them from his Coun- 
cils. In this laft, I anl pcrfuaded the far gre »teil Part of the 
Natiotr would join with us ; and if the Opinion of the Com- 
mirtce went in Favour of our hte Conduct,. 1 believe very 
few of thofe, \Vho oppofe this Motion, would refufe their 
AiTent to that Opinion : Nay, if we made a right Ciioiccof 
Lords Committees, I j>elieve their Opinion would have g^eat 
Weight with mod People in the Nation. I could name ^ 
fcveral Lords now in this Hoafc, whofc Char.id>ers are fcJ 
well cftablilhed, that if, after a ftridl Enquiry and /uU In- 
fbrmation, they fhould report, that they could find no Fault 
widi any Part of our late Condu6l, but that they could not 
give their Rcafons, becaufe they depended upon F.^ds which 
miifl not be difcovered : I {ly^ fuch a Report from them 
would, I believe, gain Credit with the greateft Part of the 
Nation, and would very much contribute towards allaying 
ihofe Clamours that are now fo loud and general. 

For confirming what I fay, I mud obferve, my Lords, 
rfiit one of the chief Complaints againft the Conduft of the 
War, is, that Admiral Vernon either had not proper Orders, 
or that he was not provided with a proper Force for carry- 
ing thofe Orders into Execution. That he had not a proper 
Force for attacking the >paniar4s at Land, is publicly known, 
and mail be admitted; but in Excufe for this it is laid, we 
were in fuch Danger at home, that we durll not venture to 
fend any of our rcgu'ar Troops out of the Kingdom at the 
Beginning of the War. Here then, are tvvo Fails in Qucf- 
«-Ti, whether Admiral Vernon had proper Orders, and whe- 
ther we were in any fuch Danger ; and, I believe, nine 
Tenths of the KlDgdoxn are upon the negative Side of the 
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Aiiiioi4.Geo.n.QHcftio&with regard to both. Now, if weflioiild appoint 
>74o- a proper Committee, and that Committee, after having feen 
all they could defire to fee, fliould report barely their Opi- 
nion, that Admiral Vernon was fumilned with proper Or- 
ders, and that the Government had certain Advice of fuch 
a dangerous Infurredion intended, that it would have been 
very imprudent to have fent out any of our regular Troops, 
I am convinced, that all the Friends to our prefent happy 
Eflabliihment would give Credit to this Report, and would 
from thence ceafe their Complaints a^inil this Part of our 
Condud. 

I have faid, my Lords, a dangerous Infurrc&ion intended ; 
becaufe, unlefs our Government had certain Advice of fuch 
an Intention, they can plead no Excufe for not fending a 
fufficient Land- Force along with, or foon after Admiral Ftr- 
mn. Confidering the wedc Condition of Spain, and the bad 
Condition the naval Force of Frana was in at the Begm- 
ning of this War, we could not have been in any Danger 
from a fbrci^ Invaiion, even tho* we had fent every Regi- 
ment of Foot we had in the Kingdom to Jmerica: Whereas, 
if we had fent but one third Part of them thither at the Be- 
ginning of die War» we might have forced Sfaim to a 
Carte blanche before diis Time. Whether our Minifieis had 
certain Advice of any foch InfurrediOn intended, I fhall not 
pretend to determine } but if they had not, I will fay they 
ought not to have allowed themfelves to be frightened finam 
a vigorous Proiecution of the War in the moft proper Place, 
by any Thrcatenings of an Invafion, either from France or 
Spain i and I think it is highly probaUe, they had no Ad* 
▼ice of any fach lafurredlion intended ; for if they had been 
informed of any fuch Defign, we fhould ceruinly before 
now have had the Habeas Corpus Ad fufpended, and many 
Perfons of Note taken into Cuftody. Therefore, if ourMi- 
niHers, or the Friends of our Miniften, fhould oppoiie an 
Enquio^ into their Condud, or, which is the faao^ Thing, 
our having thofe Materials before us that are neceflary for an 
Enquiry, I fhall be apt to fuppofe, the Oppofition proceeds 
from a COnfcioufneis of their Guilt, and not from oie Dan- 
ger of difcovering the Secrets of Government, by laying 
any Papers before this Affcmbly. 

In the Cafe mentioned by the noble Lord, of his Ma- 
jefly*s having a fecret Correipondence with any of the Sub- 
jects of Spain, which he is in Honour obliged not to com- 
municate to zj\y, but thofe he employs to make the proper 
Ufe of the Intelligence thereby received, I fhall grant it 
would not be right in us to defiie, that fuch a Correfpon- 
dence fhould be communicated to us ; but this^ my Lords, 

is 
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isao AreaiiiMt againft the pre&nt Motion} becumC^ if iiis Aiaot4Xk»aL 
Majcfiy fiiould, in his Anfwer to oax Addrda» acquaint lu 1740. 
with any iiich CircuiQJbace, it would be our Duty to chank 
bis Majefty &r his Care of the Public, aod to defjre, tJiat fuch 
a Correfpondence/bould not be laid before thia Aifembly. 

From foch Aigomeats aa theft, his Lordihip concluded* 
that we never can addrcis for having all Papers laid belbr« 
OS relating to any lbreig^ AEur, whiUl it is in Agitation $ 
that is to iay, we never can enquire into any fuch ASur» 
whi]& our Enquiiy can be of any Service to the Nation ; 
for what figniBes an Enquiry into an ASkk afier it is paft . 
Rnaedy, or into the Condod of a Minite: after he is laid 
ia his Grave ? But this his Lordihip iaid oould not hinder ua 
giving a jmeial Advice to the Crown* or cenfiiring a Mi* 
nider^s OndH^ from Circumftancea pohUdy known* or 
fixunFafis that have accidentally come to light. My JUords^ 
as to Advice, 1 am fure it can never be of aBy Service to th^ 
Crowttt if it can never be founded upon ai|y thing bat Cir- 
mmftaitfcs publicly known. But as to Ccarorc, 1 am afraid 
his Lordihip^s ArgumentwiU, upon the prefect Oocaiionf tnm 
a very diferent Way from what he intended. Fnm the fa* 
ncral State of ThtDSSy from the CircumAancea that are 
publicly known, our Minifter's Condof^ nmft be condemned : 
It is already cenfured by the whole Nation ; it is kughed at 
by the whole World : We do not, there&ref want aa fin- 
qoiry, in order to fifli out an Accuiation againft him i for 
from public Appearances his CondoA accuies itlelf i but it 
is from the JufLice» the Lenity, and the ModcratiQa of tkia 
Hoofe, that we defire an Enquiry, in order 60 fi& oat, if 
poffiUe, an Excnfe for his Condtid. We wana to ew|mre 
into fecret Circamftanceiy in order to fee if thoif facaat Cir« 
ciunfiances can any way atone fer public Appfaraace^i and 
if the Minkler prevents* this £nquiry» under any Pietenc« 
whatfoeBCC, I iball fqppofe, that the private CircucaAancca 
of A&ira an as much againii him, as thofa that am puhn. 
lie, and oonfeqnendy I fkdl be fi>r our proceeding to ceaioit, 
withoat any previous Enquiry. 

1 was mlly /urptized to hear the noUe Lofd fi^» wa 
have met with no extraordinary Mi&^tines during the- 
War. It would fum, as if his Lord&kip ooaverfed wSdiao 
Merchanta ; or if he did, they were iiich af deak more jn- 
^Chmg'A/Iif, thaniqpon the Royai EjrcJh^tHfge. U aias not 
pofibkfitt the SfauarjtU to attack our JO^nioaaj it waa 
ittt pofliblc for them 10 atack out Squadrons i they could 
only attack our delenceleft Meschaat-Ships i and ia that 
tbc^ have had fuch furprizing Succefs, that it would fcem as 
if they had a Licence 10 do bf, iiow this Ncglcft oC our 
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Aixhoi4.Geo.li.Trade can be accoimted for fpom the private Circumfbnces 
1740. of AHairs, I do not know ; but I am fare, it is impoflible 
^- 'w" -^ to account for it from thofe Circumftances that are publicly 
knov^n ; and as little can we from ftich Circum fiances ac- 
count for our not fending a proper Land-Force to the ff^efi- 
Indies at the very Beginning of the War. Surely, it muft 
be allowed, that if we had fent but one Third of the 
Troops we had then on Foot, to the IVefl-Indies at the Be- 
ginning of the War, wc might have done a great deal more 
Damage to the Enemy, and might have reaped much great- 
er Advantages for ourfelves, than we have done ; and no- 
thing, as I have faid, can excufe our not having ient fuch a 
Body of T'foops thither, as foon as we declared War, but 
our Government V having had private Advice of a dangerous 
Infurredtion's being intended at home. Thus our Condu6t 
of the War, both with regard to Offence and Defence, 
Hands condemned by all public Appearances, and can be 
juftified by nothing but private Circumftances, which wc 
now want to enquire into \ and as we cannot do this without 
having the Papers now moved for before us, therefore, as a 
Friend to our Minifters, if they are innocent, as a Friend to 
ihy Country, if they are guilty, I muft be for agreeing to 
what my noble Friend has propofed. 

Divifion upon The Queftion was then put, and pafled in the Negative, 
the Queftion. Contents 57 : Not Contents 35. 

As foon as this Debate was over. Lord Batburft ftood up, 
and fpoke in Subftance as follows, <vi%. 
Lord Batburft, My Lords, 

Notwithftanding the bad Succefs of my former Motion, I 
fhall venture to make you another, which, I hope, will 
not appear to be liable to the fame Objection. I can ac 
leaft fay, that it does not appear fo to me, tho\ Iconfefs, 
I n\ay probably be mifbken ; for with regard to my for- 
mer Motion, I thought I had fully guarded againft the Ob- 
jcftion, which your Dsrdfhips have found fufficient for throw- 
ing it out. However, I fhall lay before your Lordfhips the 
Motion I have thought of, and then you may determine. 
Moves for an whether you will agree to it or no : It is, in fhort, this : ' To 
Addrcfs thatAd- « refolve. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
EltterTt^the* ' J®^' ^^^ ^® willbe gracioufly pleafed to give Direftions, 
Lords of the Ad-* that there be laid before this JEioufe f Copies of all Let- 
niiralty may be* ters Written by Vice- Admiral Fernon to the CommifBoners 
laid before the« for executing the OfHce of Lord High Admiral of Great 
Houfc. t PritiuH, or their Secretary, and to his Majefty's principal 

* Secre- 

* -f Feb. xo. a like Motion was made by Mr. Sandys in the Houfc q£ 

Commons. See Cband, Hjft. Anno 24. Geo, II. P. 6o. 
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^Secretaries of State, from the Time ef.lus (ailing framAniioy4.Gco,n. 

* England in the Year 1739, ^^ ^^^ ^4.^^ of 7^^ i^^t 5 and 1740. 

* alfo Copies of all Lietcers written by the faid Commiffion- 

* crs, or their Secretary, and the principal Secretaries of 

* State, to the f^id Vice-Admiral, within the (aid Time/ 
My Reafon for making you this Motion, my Lords, is, 

beattfe I have, heard it corfideotly reported without doors, 
that Admiral f^ermn has in his Letters frequendy reprefented 
die weak Condition of the Spanijh Forts and Settlements in 
Jmtrica } and that if a few Land-Forces (hould be fent to 
him, before the Enemy could find an Opportunity to pro- 
ride, fortify, and ftrengchen themfelves in that Part, of the 
World, it would prob^^bly be in his Power to njake fuch 
important Conqueib in America^ as might foon oblige the 
Enemy to fue for Peace : Be£des this, my Lords, I have 
iikewife heard it confidently reporte(^ without doors, that 
the fame Admiral has frequently complained, not only of 
die want of naval Stores, Ammunition, and Proviiions, but 
alfo of the Badnefs of thofe he carried along with him, Vr 
that Hcre afterwards fent to him ; and that thefe Complaints 
were often and long made, before Care was uken to fend 
him any proper Supply. 

Thefe Reports, my Lords, are certainly fuch as ^is Houie 
ought to enquire into : If they are well founded, I am fure, 
confidering the great Army we had on Foot, and the large 
aonoal Supplies we have for many Years granted towaids 
the Support and Repair of our Navy ; I iay, my Lords, 
confidering thefe Things, I am fure fomebody ought to be 
pooifhed, if it ihould appear, that Admiral Vernon made 
any fuch Complaints or Reprefentations : And if thefe Re- 
ports are without any Foundation, we ought to enquire into 
diem, in order to juftify his Majelly's Government in the 
£fe3 of his People ; for it is one of the greateil Advantages 
OUT Sovereign reaps from our happy Conftitutidn, that his 
Government cannot be mifreprefented to the People, if he 
allows our CbnfUtution to take its proper EfFedl ; becaufe 
an impartial parliamentary Fnquiry will always fet the Peo- 
ple right, and convi^ the Malicious of Falihood We may 
therefore depend on it, that when any Reports are fpread to 
the Prgudice of the Adminifbation, no Miniiler will ever 
advife his Mafler to obftrud an impartial parliamentary En- 
quiiy, if his Condudb be bbmelefs ; and if it be otherwise, 
it is the Duty of this Houfe to fet it in iu true Light, before 
die Eyes of our Sovereign. 

This, my Lords, is not the firft Time the Government, 
as well as thoie employed by the Government, have fufler'd 
by groujidleis Reports. It was confidently and geaerally rp- 
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j1«k>t4.Cm. II. ported, and fermtAy Years believed, diatSir Gifge Byng 
S74D. attacked and deftroyed the SpMtifi Fleet in 1718, widioac 
any Inftrudtions from hence, and withoat milking the ieafl 
Intimation of his Defign to the Court of Sfttin, No Min 
doubted of oiir having a Right toattadc that Fleet, beaofe 
it was fent to attack one of our bed Allies ; but every Man 
laid, it was wrong in the Admiral to attack it with6ut pro- 
per Orders for that P^rpofe ; and ^^ftty Man faid, it was 
ivrong to give fnch Orders, withoat firft requiring the Court 
of Spain to defift, and declaring to them, that we would at- 
tack them, if they proceeded in their Deftgn. Thus, bodi 
the Government and Sir George Byng lay nnder a heavy Im- 
ptttaDon of Guilt, till very lately that the Affair has been 
cleared up by publifiiing his Orders, and the Steps he took 
for giving Notice of them to the Court of Sfiin ; from 
whence it appears, that he had exprefs Orders for what 
he did, that thefe Orders were doly intimated to the Court 
of Spain^ and that in this whole Af&ir at leaft (^^batevcr 
may be faid of our preceding Negotiatkms for giving Shify 
to the Emperor, withoat rekrving the Right of Reverfion, 
yeftcd by the Treaty of Utre<ht in the Crown of Spmm) we 
did nothing but what was right, nothing bat what wis 
Gonfifient with the tacek Pundlilio of Honour, with regard 
to Spam, and nothing but what \ife weft in Honotir obliged 
to do, with regard to the Emperor. I wiih the fame Sort 
of Condu£l had been poWued t^l this Time : If it had, nei- 
ther the Affairs of this Nati<m, nor the Affairs of Ennpe^ 
wonld have been in the melancholy Pdlure they are now 
in ; but as a new Planet foon aft^r began to get the Afcen- 
dant in all oar Councils, and to fpread its malign laftience 
over the whole Scheme of our Politics, we then began to lay 
d^wn difierent Maxims, and, to the Ruin of thii Nation, 
to the Confufion of Europe^ thefe Maxhns hare ever fince been 
pureed. 

This, my Lords, was the true Reafon that preraikd wirii 
a Majority of this Hou(c to refbfe ciliing for Sir G^rge 
Byng-s InHrudions in December 1 721. A Part of this Hooie, 
of which I glory in having been one, were for faaTing thofe 
Ir^udions laid before us, in order either tojaftify hblate 
Majetty's Government, or to pqnifli thofethat had been gntl« 
ty of what was then thought to have been a Bkoft rtdh, a 
fnoft diihonourable, and moft pemkious Step, cither in the 
Admiral^ or in thofe th^t gave him his Inlbn^tions : But by 
the Influence of our governing Planet, we had then laid 
down the Maxim fo invariably purfued ever (ince, of Ibing 
for Peace inilead of doing what was prop^ to CDmmand it, 
and of cultivating a Frinid^p with the Houfe ^&w^. 
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at tkExpence, and even to the Deflradion of the Hou(eAnnor4..Geo.Tr* 
of Aafiria. i74o. 

In Purfuance of this Maxim, my Lords, we had, the 
Sttmmer before, concluded a feparate Peace with Spain, 
ffithbat taking the ieaft Noclceof oar Ally the Emperor; and 
at the iame time a defenlive AUianoe with France and Spain; 
which cooid be defigned againft none but the Emperor. fiaC 
what was worft <ff all, by our Treaty of Peace with Spain; 
we had owned our having been in the wrong, by promiiing 
to reftote all the Ships we had taken from theni in the 
Year 1718 $ and therefore it Was necefTary for our hew Mi- 
aifier, who, I moil fopppfe, had advifed our fuing for this' 
Peace, and agreeing to this Article, to continue the Nation' 
ia a Belief, that fomething wrong and diihononrable, with' 
regard to Spain, had been done in the Year 171 8, and thar 
we had been led into that Meafure by the Artifice of the 
Goort of Fiefma. If Sir George Byngh Infbuftions had been* 
then laid before this Houfe, the contrary would have ap- 
peared ; and in that Cafe the whole Nation, as well as this 
Hoofe, mud have condenmed the two Treaties I have men- 
tioned, which woold have tumbled our new Minifter head- 
long fiom his Seat, before he had had Time to fix himfdf 
in the Saddle. For this Reafon he prevailed, by I do nor 
know what Means, with a Majority of this Houfe, to pot 
a Negative npon that Motion, though no Negative had 
ever before been put upon any fuch Motion in this Houie^ 
which, I muft obferve, is expreisly taken notice of in a 
Proteft entered upon your Journals at that Time; and aa' 
that Yxotttt was fign«i by the Lords Cowter and Tre<vpr, 
who muft be allow^ to have been good Judges of our Con- 
fiitotioo, and exprefsly mentions the Journals to have been 
iearched for that very Pnrpoie, I muj^ fuppofe, it was the 
TOY iiift Time that ever fuch a Queftion had been carried in 
theNe^tive. 

Thde, my Lords, are the Reafons which have induced 
lie to onke you this fecond Motion, and I cannot think it 
k liable to the Objedion that was made againft the former. 
I am fbre it cannot be faid, that by this Motion any Secrets 
will be difcovered, that are known Only to his Majefty and 
Mr. Fernen. But if your Lordfhips fliould fuppofe, that 
fbme of thefe Letten; or fome Partd of fome of them, may 
idate to Defigns yet remaining to be executed, and that 
it would be dangerous to lay them befbre this Houfe, left 
it ihonid occafion a Diicoveiy, yon may add to this Motion 
the fame Exception I added to my former ; and in that 
CsLfe, I think it impoffible for the moft fruitful Invention to 
iod any icafenaUe Obje&ion to it; therefbre^ I hope I 
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Anno i4.Ceo.u. Aall h»v0*Ultor Lade opcm lim Qo^^ tbui I kldi«it| 
>74o« regard to my laft Motion. 
y^,»-v^ J j^^ ChiinccUor. 
.Debate thereo.. My Lardf. 

LordChaacel. J am forry I 4iife- fo widely from thf QoUe . l4>nU « I 
"^* 4o with r^gpud to both his Motioof . The iaft I |^«e my 

N^atiye to, becaore I thought the Aditeb thereby pnpot 
fed, wa^ fqch a ope as his Majefty eould oot comply with | 
and I ihall ncyqr h^ for this Houfe** going with a Boqpcft 
of any $ort to th^ King, when it appears npon tbcfcry 
Fac^ of it, to be fiich a one «s his Majefty maft aeoeffiirily 
wfuie tp ^rant. IMIy Opinion of this fecond Motion ja the 
y^ f^me i and I think 'it is hardly poffible to fliew any 
material Difeieace between the two Motions. If it woald 
have hMn of danflprous Confequence to have iiad all Mr, Ftr^ 
tun's {nftniaipiDs l44d befbie us« which your LordOiipi wei* 
of Opinion it would, certainly it would be equally dangs- 
roufito have all his Letters laid before us; becaufe the Let^ 
ten frojp and to him, or atkail many of them, mu6 re- 
la^ to his Inftniaions, and moft contain fevend Explanati- 
ons, or perhajpi Alteracioos, and Additions to thnii: Sa 
thatif it be of dangprous Coofequcnce to have his Inftmai. 
ons laid before this Aflembly, left the Secrets of onr Qovcm* 
ment ihould be thorny difcovered to our Bnemies, k mnl^ 
tor the iane {^ee(bn, be equally dangerous to have hit Leu 
tfn laid be&re os ; and confequently, every Lord wha 
gave his N^gativr to the Iaft Qoeition, auift, iaay Opinioiiy 
give his Negative to this. 

Ihope, my Lords, tt wffl no^ beqneitioned, that I imM 
JOUch &r viodiei^ting his Mi^y*s Government againft all ma.- 
licioQs Afper£o»^ as any Loid in this Houfe, or as m^ Mjui 
in the Kingdom » but I ihftll Q^er be for vindicating his Ma- 
jefty 'sGovernm^t by endeogering his M^eft>*s Goi^enmeiiti 
for, I chink it is much better that the Condua of t|» Ad* 
miniftration fhofM for a while labonr uoder feme gtoumflefs 
Calumn^^ thap that the Safety of the Nation ftould be 
brought into Dagger, or the Succefs either of onr Negoda* 
tiotts or Axn^fi pfeireoted, by endeaYonring to remove fiich 
^:atumnies. Th^ npble Urd himfclf (hewed, by tk^ Ex* 
a^^dk he br<?Mghlt, how groundleisly the Govemmeot may 
T i^*'^ ^^ igwrant or mftltcioas Men. There nevitr waa» 
i. b^^* ^ Meafure moee, eenerally exclaimed againft 1^ 
Ac People of this Nation, 'there never was a Meafoco mom 
maLick)ufly ^fpirfedand mAfieprefenlied by the Eneoues^f the 
F«fen^ E#abli(boMint, than ©or attockirg the ^»$^ Fleet 
in the Year 1718 1 gnd yet, we find, our Mmifteis thomhl 
froper to^lqw^e ih^Gov^mmem expflfedtotbofeMifrepicSn» 
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ndief than Jofllfy h by laying Sir<?<wx' R^fig's J^' AnooiA^Ctctf. 

InaioM bdbffe this Aflembly. Their MocItc for this could 1740. 
lit procetdL fiom what tke ReUe Loni has been pleafed to af- 
fffti bccaaiby ttongh chefimoos ^M/i^-^fiv Scheme had occa- 
&mi ibMe Changes^ yet ievenl of thofe vexy Lords continued 
titfti in tlie AdAiin^backMi, (hat had been in {t,and had adrifed 
Ihiclltoiilteitithe Year 1718 » and we cannot fnppofe, that 
Aefe LMi WOtttd have joined in lefofing to call for Sir 
fi^gv.J^U iBftruaiow, if there had been no och^r Mo- 
ttfi te lka« Mi^MA, bttt that Which the noMe Lonl has 
kftt flHiiltf ^ al^p). The Me Motive certainly was, the/ 
fliUiffK. k Was U ie o tt iatt i t wiih the {HiUic Good^ to lU^ 
ttdb IlAniaibil^ puMiM at that Tmt, and therefore they 
AMM IB Mbkh Kb Ma|eKy Ibr What Aey kh6W it Was 
iBt«tofff M (tOfM coUply iHtb. 

TnB| tiff liOfdSy I am eonvinofcay wiis ai6 tf u6 Rtafoii 
fir^lfcga^^sbei^ ^ npofa that Q^eiUoii ; and if thet^ 
iMifliOPiMlMt for Aat N(|af)¥e» I beliere, it was b^ 
cioft USM W9A no Frecedetrt for foci) a Motion. TheGafb 
i&Uk^tiiSk Qf0ra Rook and Sir Cimdt/fy S^Snv^, Hntsa^ 
eM S Bi^ Pfdteft npon that Oce^fi6ft» was no Pfeoedent 
lt»aMilll6ti6yi; Beeanfe m that Gafe the Motion waiootfy 
ftr tlife 6rdM ghrtn to thtCi two Admird^ which, as a 
fiMe t(m! has (hewn m the fermer Debate, Btt tery difll- 
leat from In(lra£lions $ the f&naer being fign«d by the Cbnt- 
miilionen of the Admiralty 9nly, whertiar the Litter arv 
iigBcd by the King ; and it often happens^ diat tA Admi* 
iai*s OMsh muf withodt Danger be made public, wheis 
Ui MMaictes taunot. Therefore, I think, we cannot 
^ ttis CM«afi(tt follow a bMer Frecedtnt thah that Hk 
I721 i Ar it inafl be aUowed, that the Cafe is much ibong- 
er aMr dklmit was at that Time. TheHonfb may wim 
ptd tkatlhn tappok, that it wodd now be diore dang^ 
1001^ aaid of thodi woiie Confisquence, to <fifccHrer the lu- 
ihuuajus pftA to Mr. rerrtw^ thaii it coud have been 
atdbtTfane, to difcoverthe InftrulHons given to Admiral 
i^; afid if we fnppofe, it Would be of bad Confequence 
id &6xmt die IntoiAions given to Adibiral V^mvn^ we 
araft (snpdfe ft woidd be of equal bad C6n(ct|u)6ncd to di^ 
over oe Let^ .that tetate to thoTe Inflni^ons, whidi 
ttol of Or Letters to and from that Admiral mnft be fub« 
^oUti^do. Nor would the Excepdott propofed to be add* 
^bf th^ iaobfe Lord, any way mend the Mattel; ibr this 
EttaMMt, as in das former Cafe, wouM aiiake the Letters 
itf Ku»^apt» laid before you {^ incbhere^ and confufed, 
ttto no Man eauld make any thihg of diem. 

i7|Ci 4 A ^ . Thai 
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Anno i4.0eo.n. Thos your Lordfhips muH: (te^ that it woald be very im- 
i74o> proper for us to agree to the noble Lord's Motion as it 
. **' "i^"" "^ ilands^ or as he haa propofed to amend it ; bat at I am for 
giving that noble Lord, and every Lord of this Houle, as 
much Satisfa^Uon as poifible. if he will agree to the adding 
of fome few reftrainipg Words, I believe hif Motion may 
be fafely complied with. He fays, it has been reported 
without Doors, that Admiral FentM has often defired Sup- 
plies of Ships, Men, naval Stores, and other Ife<:eflaiies, 
and that the fending of any fuch has been nq;ledted pr loi^ 
delayed, after he had in his Letters coqiplainn of the Want 
of them. This is, indeed, a heavy Charge againft the Ad- 
mini&ration, and as th^ communicating to this Honie the 
Letters to and from him, relatii^ to thefe Particolais, can- 
not, I think, be of any bad Confeqncncc to the Pubii< 
thoefbre this Charge may, 1 think, be fafely removed, and 
the Condud of the Adminiibration vindicated. For this 
Reafon, I muft beg Leave to propofe the addingt by Way 
Moves for an A-^^ Amendment to the noble Lord^ Motion, thefe Words : 
mendment. <* So far as fuch Letters relate to any Supplies of Ships, 
<' Men, Stores, Ammunition, ProviiionSy or other Necefia- 
** ries,** And if your Lordfhips agree to this Amendmeot, 
I ihall then be for agreeing to uie noble Lofd*8 MotkMi, 
which, I hope, will give him fome Satisfaddon, ^o' per- 
haTO not all the Satisra^lion he deiires. 
Duke of Ar^yit, 
' My Lords, 
Puke of jiri^t* I ^9 not rife up to repeat any of the Arguments made 
ttfe of in Favour of the former Motion, or to anfwer any 
of the Objedtions made to it i; bat as femething new h» 
been flarted in this Debate, I hope, your Lordfhips will in- 
dulge me in making a fhort Reply to what ha» been faid 
by the learned and noble Lord who fpoke laft. Through 
the Whole of what he faid upon this new Qgeftiony he 
feemcd to look upon it as admitted, that nothing that re- 
<)uired the leaH Secrecy could be fafely communicated to ths 
Houfe. From hence your Lordfhips may fee, how caatioos 
you ought to be of doing any Thing that may tend toward 
eftablifhing this as a Maxim of pur Government ; for if this 
fhould ever come to pafs, you'll have leis Confidence from 
your Sovereign, youUl be treated in a more contemptible 
Manner by his Miqjfter, than the Writer o£ the Laubm Ga- 
xettei. An AfBur of State may be communicated by Way of 
liint to a Gazetteer » it may be known to all our News*Wri- 
ters, but the auguft Houfe of Peers will be thousht unwor- 
thy oif being qruifted with the Secret. If you mould ever 
ill^ ygqrfelves to be treated in fo contemptible a Manner 
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b^ tny UBnifter, can yoa from tbencelbrth look for any Re* Aimo.i4.GeaII. 
fped fiom the People ? Can you be of any Service to your 1740. 
King by advliing ? Cm you be of any Service to your f^ST'^J 
Country by enqiliring ? 

My Loids, the making afe of this Argoment upon any 
Occa£oa, is, in mv Opinion, the higheft Indignity that can 
be oSatd to this Aflembly ; and therefore 1 moil fay, I am 
(any to iee it received with Patience. I cannot pretend tp 
any great Learning in your Journals j bur, I am perfuaded* 
many Examples may be found, where Papers of the moft 
iecret Nature,- and of the higheft Importance, have beca 
conunonicated to this Hooie, when called for ; nay, I have 
good ReafoB to betieve, that foch Motions were always 
j^recd to by the Honfe, till the Year 1721 ; becanfe I find 
among the ftotefls of that Year, a Proteft entered agajbft 
the Negative then put upon a Motion for laying before this 
Hode the InftruAions given to a noble Lord I have in my 
Eye» as his lykjefty*s Minifter or Plenipotentiary to the 
Crown of Swidtm, or any other of the Northern Crowns ; 
and that Negative is there faid to be the firft Inftance to be 
found in our Journals, where Lords have moved for a Sight 
of kfiniAiaQs of any Kind, and have not been fupported by 
the Hooie in that Motion. 

The Year 1721, I muft therefore, my Lords, lookon, 
as the fktal ^ra of this modem Maxim ; which, I confeis^ 
ks been as inviolably, as imprudently admitted by the 
Coodttd of the Houfe, ever iince that Time. In the lame 
Year a Negative was put upon a Motion for laying the new 
Trea^ with Sfaht before this AiTembly s and in the fame 
Year a Negative was pot upon the Motion for Sir Georgi 
fyig^rlnSbroSiom, as has bm already mentioned : For thb 
lafl Negative, the noble Lord who moved you this Queftion, 
has, in my Opinion, given you what was very probably 
the tme Reafim. I fhall grant, that there were feveral Lords 
at that Time in the Service of the Crown, who had been 
in that Service^ and fome of them perhaps in the Admini- 
fixation, in the Year 1718; but we are not to fuppofe. 
that ewery Lord that is in the Service of the Crown, is 
likewife in the Adminiflrationof the Government ; for a Lord 
may be in a very high Office under the Crown, and yet 
know nothipg of what is doing in his Majefty*s Councils : 
Theie very Inftru^ons to Mr. Femon^ which are now (aid 
to contain Secrets of fuch high Importance, were made 
known, I believe, to very few of his Majefty*s great Offi^ 
cers of State ; at leall I can anfwer for myfelf, tluit I never 
iaw them; and yet I was at that Time Commander in 
Chief of his Majefiy*s Forces, and one of his Cabinet Conn< 
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>7>l^. iwo CftbSMt Cdamrih in thift Kkglmn t hk hUjekf kaft 
^ eMy and the Mfnifter has tmckhsr ; and I am afMd k Mift 
h&ppens, that his Majefty*s Cabinet CMidl kluMM Uttk 6^ 
HdChiAg df what is doing» 6r lAtUVded to ht dMe. 

This, my Lotls wu perhaps the Gift Ui tha Yetf 1721 ; 
iiid if it was, we ate not to f\xpp6k, tkil every Ldfd tiioi 
In any high Offiee under tht Crown, wai itiade ao^tiainied 
ifkh the troe Retibn kf potting a NeMive opoa ^U Mo- 
tion : They knew it was refolved on by fhe Kng*a prkici- 
fll Favourite, that a Negative ihoiild be pat \ip9o thiMo> 
tkm ; and as they thought it a Matter of no gfeit M oa a < h t» 
they chofe father to be paflive ih M Afiir^ tll^ M teaae 
to an open Breadi with their Sovereign, wWk tr^ lidcb* 
ftt} Snbjea will avoid as AHich as poffibte 1 beenfe^ fey ft 
little Cbmpliance in Matters of fhiill MoHMt, Ibe mAy a^ 
letwards be abfe to rHcoe his Sov<!rei0i ont df ^ HaMioT 
evil Cbun!<^fk)r^, or preveilt hid beingied b^ thefe iiifb Aore 
|)efnitio<is Meafates. Whether any of llK>fe who iHrere i^ 
the Adminiftration in the Year I7'8» ooiHHirred in this Ne- 
gative in tfzt, I do not remember; bat if Afey cBdf it 
tDold not proceed from their believing, that the ctWlami^ 
cadng of Sir Ge&r^e Bm^s InftrsAions to thi» H6db wboM 
ht of any dangerous Codequehce to the Nation. Theie 
InlbTi6tion9 are now publiihed, together with an aoQicstie 
Aecount of that whole Affair ; and I defy the IttniE artfol or 
the moft cohfummate Pofiticlan in this Honfe, or any oOet 
AflenrUy, to ihew how it eodld hare bedi bf any MCdii- 
ieqnence to the Nation^ to have paUifliti them xft the Ttar 
1721. 

Then* Publication at that Titne, niy Lords, m^ht pn^ 
hthly have been a moft fignal Benefit to the Nadon» beottib 
it would have opened Peoples Eyes^ and might iiav^ nadn 
both Honfes of Parliament jom in condemning that Ttcttty 
Hvith Spai/r, which I look on as the fbie Otoife of all the In« 
fttlts we lave fince met with from that infUdit Natioa 2 
liecau{e our unaccountable FondneTs for Peace at that Tittie^ 
pre them an Ot^mion, that they niigfat lately treat 01 tk 
any Marnier they pleafbd. If that 'maty liad been cdb* 
demned by both Houfes of Fariiament, I bdieve, it wiB hb 
aHowcd, that the Mmifter yfho was tlw principal Adviliir of 
It, would have been in great Danger 1 therefbft we may 
tt^fonsbty fuppofe, that it was at that Time, as it lias ofte^ 
been fince^ n6t the Danger the Nation might be ekpoM to^ 
bat the l>ai^ger the Mimfler might be expofed to, that w«i 
the Occafion of a Negative's being put on the Motion lot 
t^pfiti^ Sir Gtbfp Bj^£t InfUu6UoQslaid befote tins Houfe 1 
1 w4 



ttidif i^r^die ^ MifOftm joiaed is tluit Ncffitm, itAwii.Q«f*«U 
M b(K»ife UiQr kip^d, by Unporioii^ ^ Jtttlc, lo b^ aUo »7*»^ 
to get Aeir Sot^g^ pqt of th^( pernideiia Tr^MA «r PoU- 
fito be Iia4 hee^ ltd intp by bis oc«r MkiAtr. 

Tom»6 tbe Ncgativt chfH pnt upon cbatMo^t, a«A 
tog^ fee of l)ie IW4e9i in 1694* V^^ f^ i^i^4 b^m 
ttMs* in dOs and (faf %9)^ Debate, to o^ilif a X)iftinam 
k^fCfa OoleDi ^ ItdS^^&ioM i and it b^c b^fa i#id, itel 
ii 1^4, tfcf M^uoa was Ibr Orders only. ' My Lonb, I 
bave S^ ffR)«iiipe4 tbat JfMirml. and tbcf elbie Trom my qwq 
KaQ«d|4gt casQQt Tay, wbetfa«r k was fo or not 1 b«it cbft 
y>irti » n is^ I \\M» ^qwQl«by of ebb Hoi^fe: It «igbt 
pob^ pa4 will ffKMtfh k tbe Courts beliw, wbfffo 
fm^itg 9l^fi^ Wqi^ la gmmlly the chief Part of the 
AismmKiJwt w liMfi HoHfe, I boff, ^ wW nevfr heiif 
dH)g«i. Wb^iortr PxSeraif e tbere nay be in tbe Fonm 
of iffiung or figning Orders sM Inftru^tiQAs, tb^r affe 4» 
8M dill toe: Tbey bolb c^ly relate to tbe E«pedi- 
taen ifgom wMob di9 Adtairal u (fn%, and bptb muft bi 
«|9a|^4|bey#d: If ekber Ifovie of P^liapw were to car 
*vwv bM tim CombiS of a aavfl Expeditioiu and ihoiiM 
adM lor Ihr Qfden given to t])e opiwpaiiding Ofieer» I 
tnUkt^k mk9$% peuyft^iDg$ort of Advipe, if aai/ 
W w^m i0 aMb Us Majefty, tbat hi purfoanee of tbal 
Addnfv k^^tmn^hy ootbiag bo| tbe Ordeia before Pae* 
2iimM» wbkh aio ^fuaUy amdypi la very gn^ral Tems^ 
lid aefiw to tbe I«|bn|^Qni for eH>fe particular Dtf^ftioMi 
mi dkavcfofe op Man tto it ^ot of a wrangUiig Soit el 
Di^^aitioo, woold foppofa, that tbe PaaUmfnt did Mi 
meap by foeb ^ Addse6 to bavo all Sorts of Oidsn kU 
Mm dumw wlwikf iKe^r were &«b ^ by tbe little 
Qciha of tiw Qfiee apif propfrly <^led Onto^^ or iidxu 
are by tbem properly callM Inftrodions. 

Ib^iqr.LQid^ layp bo Ap(d» Slave to Fvecedemiai to 
dnok^lhat we can uke no.Ste^ unlcfs there be a Precedent fcr 
i^ or Ail wriQMF do wbatevor our Ancefton Wf fimilhed 
08 witib a Precedent for doing. I fbAll always be for mate' 
ng (one Viiof nay owoi Utideiftai¥liiig» afid if upon ma- 
iw IMawsariM I ihiaik eny Step rigbt» I (baU be for it, 
tbe* varaotted bjr oo Fneqadaai: If X tbiak it wrong, { 
ikA bo agMoft it, tbo* wareaalRd by an eftdJefs String of 
Aectdnala. Tbat wa baiae a 4Ugbt in this Ho^ to adviA 
(^ Grom, tbar wo bave a Right to enquire ioao tbo 
GoadeA of Miiyien, aa w«U to p^vent Mtfcbkf sa t« 

'1i h, is adnitaed i tfatf we eaa in moft QUes do n^, 

fddbat liaving the aaoA important Secrets of Goh 

laid bafov tbt Hoaf«» er Mm a iircraf; 9<2^ 
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AaBAt4.Geo.n. mittee, it indiTpotable ; and therefore I (Rail always difilain 
M }]^ ^* Maxim, that no Papers fappofed to contain any Secrets of 
L ^^ lu/ Government ought to be addrei&d for by this Houie. 

For this Reaion; my Lords, I think, there is no Oocafion 
for the Amendment propofed by the noble Lord that fpoke 
laft : I thmk it inconiiftent with the Dignity of this Home to 
agree to it. It is not the MifconduA of little Underlings in 
CSfice we are to enquire into and ponifli in this Hoafe : It is 
the Mifcondudl of chief Minifters. Whereas, if we agree to 
this Motion, with the Amendment propofed, it will be a 
ftanding Teftimony upon our Journals, that chief Minifters 
are too high for this Houfe to meddle with ; and if we flioiild 
ever begin to think fo, we can then only deted the Negli- 
gence or Corruption of inferior Officers, but the dangerous 
Errors of chief Minifters muft remain concealed, till ibme 
terrible Misfortune or general Diftrefs involves them in the 
oommon Ruin of their Country. 

My Lords, it is generally fnggefted, and, I believe, diere 
is fome Truth in it, that Mr. Firwit has in fome of his Let* 
ters complained of our ConduQ in general, ever finee the 
War commenced, and that he has given his Reafons lor diofe 
Complaints. As he is in, as he is well acqnainted with that 
Country where the War ought to have been moft vigofoufly 
(u(hed, thofo Letters are abfolutely necei&ry for oar Infor- 
mation : We muft have them before us, if we refolve to do 
what the whole Nation, I may (ay the whiK^e World, ex- 
pe£b fix)m us. Thefe Letters will, I am perfuaded, juftify 
the Motion which was made, but diiagreed to, at the End of 
laft Seftion of Parliament, when we had the State of the Na^ 
tion under our Coniideration ; therefore, I muft be againft 
the Amendment, for if itflionld be agreed to, I fhall, for the 
Sake of the Honour of this Hou(e, be againft the Motioo. 

The Queftion was then put, and the Motion carried with 
the Lord Chancellor's Amendment. 
Theie two Motion of the Lord Btabmjft p rod u ceil die 

following I'rorefts, viz. 

irft Motioi^ ' - fiecaule we conceive, that the calling for all Inftro6Hoiis 
given to Generals and Admirals, is not only proper and pre« 
cedented, but is alfo a neceftaiy Step towards the Exertion of 
Our Privilege, as hereditaiy Counfoilors for advifing the 
Crovvn, which Privilege can be properly exercifod only in 
Matters depending. And, if from pretended Appreheofiona 
of unfeafonable Difcoveries, Inftru£Uons are to be kept focret 
from this Houfe, till after they have had their Emsct, the 
Weakneis <» Guilt of the Mcafurei of an Admhuftndon 

win 
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win appear probaoly too late to punifh the Ofienders, but Anno14.Geo.II. 
certaioiy too late to prevent the Mifchief. '74o. ^ 

2. Becaufe we do not find any Negative pat upon Motions ^~ ~*~ 
for InilmctioDS before the Year 1721 ; from which Time, 

indeed, InHructions began to be of fuch a Nature, that we 
do not wonder their A^thors defired to conceal them. The 
Inibiictions by which our Fleet lay in (hameFul Inaction before 
Gibraltar, when beAcg'd, and fvifEsred the Enemy *s Ships 
to bring Ammunition and Proviiions to their Army, and 
tboie by which three Admirals, about thirty Captains, a- 
bove one hundred Lieutenants, and four thoufand private 
Seamen, perifhed moil inglorioufly at the Bajtimentoi, cre- 
ate, as we conceive, a juit Sul'picion of all iubfequent (n- 
ftnKtions flowing from the fame Source, and, in our Opi- 
nion, evince the Neceflity of the ftrictbft Enquiry, and mod 
ample Informations in this important Conjuncture. 

3. Becaufe the Motion under the Limiutions which ac- 
companied it, was not even liable, as we appi:ehended, to 
the modem Objedion of making improper' Difcoveries of 
fatore Defigns ; and it is impoflible to conceive, that when 
Admiral Verwn failed from hence with fo fmall a Force as 
fire Ships only, and before the long-wiih'd-for Declaration 
of War, that his Inilrudions could contain any thing more 
than Orders for J^eprifals : Since, cbnfidering his infufiicient 
Force, any Orders to attempt even what he fo happily and 
onexpedledly executed, would have been contrary to the 
Gains, and inconiident with the too ioif -experienced pa- 
cific Difpofition of the Adminiftration. 

4. Becaufe, that as the Weft-lndits wi^rfe ;dlowed by all 
Lords in the Debate to be the proper. Scene of Afiion, we 
think it oar Doty more particularly to attend to the Condud 
ot the Admini&ation in chpfe Parts ; efeedally iince, from the 
Time of the Declaration of War, till very lately, that im- 
portant Scene of A^lion feetns to have been negle£bed or for< 
got ; while, as weapptehend, the il^httft Alarms have beeh 
Wly credited as Reafons for keeping our numerous Forces 
at home, to the O^pitifKn) of the Peoi^ ; whereas a fmall 
Proportion of them, timely employed in the Wtfi-Indiety a. 
gainft a then onprepared and onprovided Enemy, might pr<l- 
oably have enabled Vice-admiral Vernon to have brought ihb 
juil and neceflary Wai to afpeedy and happy Conclusion . 

5. Becaufe we apprehend that the Dencal of thefe necef- 
lary Lights in the iirft S(ep of the Enquiry, not only cafk a 
Damp upon the Ei^quiry itfelf, but mufl alfo leffen the 
Wei^ of any Refelutions that may be taken in the Courfe 
of it. The Nation that (b unanimoufly expefb apd calls for 
in Enquiry into a ConduA, which at bed feems to them un- 
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^nnoi4.Cco.H.accoutiuM€, if not blamliblc, will be confirmed in whatt* 
1740. ever Salpicions they might entertain, when the Lights necef- 
^, , 0^^'^ mj fary to remove thofc Sufpicions arc denied ; and (hoald we 
come to any Vote of Approbation, fuch a Vote may per- 
haps be nufconllrued to be an inAuenced Complaifance to the 
Adminillration, the diftated Rcfult of a jprctcnded Enqairy | 
founded only upon imperfeft Fa6b, and partial Rcprcfcn- | 
tations. I 

Bathurjl, Chefterfald^ Carliflt^ Bridgwater^ Middktn, 
Jyles/ord, Willougbhy de Brooke^ Thanet^ Denbigh, \ 
; Prijtol, Greenivich, IVe/imoreland^ Shafifiury^ Cffikam, 

! Haverjham, Talb9t^ Litchfield^ HMfax^ Qrwer, 

To the Amendment made to the fecond : 
D'tffentient, 
AnoAeronthe Bccaule wc ^nccive thofe rcftridivc Words will prevent 
Amendment the Houfe from Receiving that Information which we think 
made to the fc- abfolutely nece(£(ry : For if Vice- Admiral VemQn^ in any cf 
^^' his Letters, has given it as his Opinion (as'it is generally be- 

lieved he has) that with a moderate Number of Land-Forccs 
he could have ^ade fuch important Conqaefis in America, 
as would have brought our Enemies before this Time to foe 
for Peace, this Houie had, as we apprehend, a Right to fee 
fuch Letters, without which, we conceive, this Enquiry can 
only tend to d^te^ the Negligence or Corruption of ij^rier 
Officers, and th^ capiul Errors of the Minifters thcmfdves 
may remain concealed. 

Signed as before 

December 8. The Earl of Sandwick fiood up, and fpoke to 
the following Efied. 

tuipfsoMdwiib, ^y ^^^^f 

Altho* I cannot pretend to great Experience, yet if I 
know any Thins of the Conftitudon of our Government, 
when from all Circiimftances that are publicly known, there 
f eems to have been an Error or Negled in the Condu£( of 
public Affairs, it is the Duty of this Houfe to make fome 
Enquuy into that Error or Negleft, in order to give Advice 
to our Sovereign, and Satis^Sion to our Country. That 
Condu£fc may, upon a full Information, appear to be right, 
but if atiirfl View it appears to be wrong, every Lord in this 
Houfe who is not let into the Secret of Afl»irs, has a Right 
to defire Satisfaction ; and if it be fuch as is generally com- 
plained of, he is in Duty bound to dciire an Explanation, 
^hen it can be had without doing a manifeft Injury to the 
j'ublic. This is my Way of thinlong, and therefore I hope 
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your Lordihips will excule mc, if the Motion 1 am to make, Anno i4.Gco.i(, 
&Oi]ld be ciiought improper. 174^* 

It is DOW above a Year and a Half iince Reprifals were re- ^ ' 
folred on» and above a Year iince War was declared iigainft 
Sfain : When the Reprifals were iilaed, every Man in the 
^gdom forefaw, except thofe who ihould have foreieen, that 
a declared War Would be the Confequence of thofe Repriials ) 
and therefore every Man in the Kingdom, except the Per- 
fons concerned in our Adminiflration, condemned chat Method 
of beginning Hoftilities. Even tho^ we had fuppoied, that a 
declared War would not be the certain Confequence, yet 
coDiidering the Nature of our Quarrel with '^pain^ the Me- 
thod of Reprifals was the moil improper we could take tor 
<^}Cainhig Redrefs. When a Nation has been noway injured^ 
but in its Propertyi or in the Property of its Subjeds, Re- 
pri&ls may then be futiciept for obtaining Reparation ; but 
when a Nation has been infulted, and its moft valuable Rights 
Bot only invaded, but exprefsly denied, an immediate Decla- 
ration of War is the only proper Remedy. In fuch a Cafe, 
to think of contenting ourfelves with Repri(als only, was but 
a new Pattern of that irrefolute Conduifl, of which we have 
of late Years given fo many and fuch deilrudllve Examples. 

Ai Reprifals were not a proper Method for puting an End 
to fach a Conteft, and as we might have foreieen, that the 
certain Coofequence of Reprifals would be a War, we 
ihould, in my Opinion, have begun Hostilities bv A Declara- 
tion of War, and that Declaration of War fhonld have been 
attended with immediate and vigorous Attacks upon the 
Eoemy in every Part of their Dominions, where we could 
either hurt them, or gain any Advantage to ourfelves; for 
as we are a trading Nation, our Trade mdl fuffer by every 
War we can be enaged in, and therefore we ought to begin 
and ptofecate every War with the utmoft Vigour, in order to 
pat an End to it with the utmoft Difpatch. The Right we 
are now contending for, is of the utmofl Confequence to us : 
tt is a Right without which this Nation cannot long remain 
in its preient Splendof and Power; and therefore I Aope we 
fhiU foon be able to eftablifh i% by obliging the Enemy to . 
acknowledge it in the moft exprefs Terms^ and not as ufual, 
by a general Confirmation of former Treaties ; but if by a 
Ismgoid Profecution of the War, we fhould not be ab e to 
accompliih this jail and deiirable End, in a fhort Term of 
Years, even this Right which is now £0 valuable, may come 
to be of very little Confequence ; for after we have entirely 
lofl oar Trade and Navigation, a Freedom of Trade and 
Navigation will not be fo valuable as it is at prefent ; and if 
we coofider the prefent Circomilances of Europe^ if we con* 
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Annoi4.Geo.ll.iiclfr,that all our Rivals in Trade are in profound TnuiqoUli^, 
1 74°- arid at Liberty to purfuc thcirl rade without Interruption^wMft 
^ 'onrslies cxpofcd to all the Dangers and Inconveniencies of 
War, what have we not to dread from a long Continuance 
under fuch Circumftances ? Our Cafe is now very difierent 
from what it was during the War in Queen Jbmt'% Reign : 
Many particular Merchants might then fufFer, but our Trade 
in general could not fufFer, nor could it be undermint^d by 
any of our Rivals, becaufe they were then engaged in War 
as well as we. If our Merchants paid high Freight and In- 
furance, our Rivals then did the fanre : If our Merchants 
. loft one Cargo of Goods boupd to any foreign Market, they 
got the better Price for thofe that I'afely arrived ; but now 
they can exped no fuch Advantage : On the contrary, our 
Merchants will be underfold by our Rivals at all Markets, 
and in all Sorts of Goods ; and confequently, in this War 
our Trade in general, as well as particular Merchants, mull 
fuffer by the Captures we lie expofed to. 

If this, my Lords, had been duly confidered by thoie, 
whofe Duty it was to coniider it, furely the War would have 
been begun in a different Method ; at leaH, after it was de- 
clared, it would have been profecuted in a different Manner. 
I fhall fay nothing of what has been done, or rather what 
has not been done in the Weft- India: As that Matter has al- 
ready been fully explained in a former Debate, I Ihall now 
confine my felf entirely to the Spant/h Dominions in i?«r9/i^, 
where, I think, we might have done much greater Hurt to 
the Enemy than we have done, or fo much as attempted to do. 
Are the 5)j<wr//ir^j mvulncrable in Old Spain? J% it impoflibleto 
burn a Ship in any of their Harbours ? Is it impoflibie to land 
and kill a Chicken, or fack a Country Village upon any Part 
of their Coaft ? From our Conduct in the War, one would 
really be apt to think fo, if the contrary were not notonouf- 
ly known. There are very few Harbours in Sfain^ if any, 
which we might not have entered, and burnt every Ship in 
die Harbour ; and with regard to their Sea-Coafb, except 
juH in the Neighbourhood of their fortified Towns or Camps, 
we might have landed wherever we had pleafed, and might 
have plundered and laid waile the Country for feveral Miles 
together, before they could have brought a fuperior Force a- 
gainfl us. I fhall not fay, that the Nation, or that our 
Troops could have got any immediate Advantage by fnch 
Attempts ; but by fo doing, we might have fo hurt the Ene- 
my, and haraffed their Country, as would have made them 
foon tired of the War ; and this in its Confequences would 
have been a great Advantage to the Nation, by bringing the 
War to a fpeedy, as well as honourable Cohclufion. 
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loAead of chiSy mjr Lords, what have we done ? We hsLyt/^noD i4.G«oIf. 
been it the Expence of keeping a Souadron upon the Coafls 1740. 
of Sfam ever fincc, and for feme Time before the War be- 
gan ; bat that Sqaadron has all along remained in a moft un< 
accoant^faje State of Ina^Uon. In my Opinion, it has rather 
ierved to proteft thaii injure the £nemy ; for as foon as we 
ilTued Orders for Reprifals, this Squadron was Rationed in 
view of the Bay of Cadiz, left any of their Merchant-Ships 
ihoold Venture ou(, and thereby expofe themfelves to the 
lianger of being taken by our Men of War ot Cruifers. I 
ihall not fay that this was really the Deilgn of placing our 
Sqaadron in that' Station ; but if we conAder thofe Circum- 
fiances that are known, it would feem to have been Co : 
There was then in the Harbour of Gu(iz a Fleet of Mer- 
chant-Ships full loaded, and alntofl: ready to fail for the fP^efi- 
Indtes : There was likewife a Squadron of Men of War not 
fiear fitted out. Oar Squadron continued in that Station till 
aQ the Enemy *s Merchant-Ships wer^ unloaded and laid up ; 
botas fopn as their Squadron of Men of War was fit for pro- 
ceeding upon any Voyage, our Squadrons all retired from 
Cs^/z, fbme into the Mediterranean^ and fome to Gilfrahar^ 
without fo much as leaving an Advice- Boat, fo far as I have 
ever heard, to give them Notice of the Enemy's (ailing. Ac- 
cordingty the Enemy took Advantage of the Opportunity we 
had thrown in their Way : Their Squadron (ailed from Ca- 
£z to Ferrqiy and from thence^ without the leail Didur- 
bancc, to the W^eft-Indies. 

My Lords, I do not fay it was wrong to allow thei|: Squa-« 
^oos t!i> fail. I thjnk we ought from the very Beginning to 
We given both their Squadrons and Merchant-Ships ' full 
Liberty to ikil out of their Ports, (ince we were reCalVed not 
ta attempt any thing again ft them while they were there ; bi^ 
tlcn we ibould have taken all podible Care topur(ue or interrupt 
tken 29 fobn as they did fail. We ^qt ho]4 by great Chance 
of one of their Men of W^r, by ajlowmgher to fail oyt of Port, 
which we (hould n^ver have done if we had foIlowe4 o^r wife 
Scheme of confining all their Ships clofe within Harbour. I fay 
^ great Chance i becaufe, I believe, it will not appear that 
par intercepting the Princeffa Man of War was owing to any 
Advice we had received, or any Scheme we had formed. 
^t we had not fo good Luck, nor indeed was it poifible for 
us to liave fo good Luck, with refpe6t to the Cadiz Squa-. 
dron ; becaufe we did not offer to purfue it, either in its Paf- 
(agc from Cadiz to Ferrol, or from thence to the Weft Indies \ 
wd' yet we had, I think, at that Time, one Squadron at 
Cihrqbar^ and another gone to do, I know not what at 
^ortmfihon % for fuppofe the Spaniards- had a real Dcfign a- 
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ABhoi^.Gto.n, galaft that Place, which, I beliere they never ha<(, three 0/ 
1740* tour Men of War would have done as well for preventing it 
^ ' as' ten times the Number, becaufe the Entmy could have no 

Squadron to convoy their Transports. 

I know, my Lords, it will be faid, that the Proteflion 
of our Trade in the Medittrraman^ and the PrefervatioD of 
our PofTeilions in that Part of the World, was of great Con- 
iiK[uence to the Nation, and that both have been fecured by 
Means of that Squadron which we have kept in the Medi- 
terranean and before Cadiz. But can this be an Excnfe for 
our Squadron*s undertaking nothing againil the Enemy ? Are 
we to declare War againil Spain^ and then think of nothing 
but our own Defence ? If our Squadron had burnt the Ships 
in every Harbour of Spain^ if it had landed Troops from 
Time to Time, and plundered and laid wafle their open 
Coail from one End to the other, our PofTeilions might have 
been equally .well prote£led» our Trade would have been 
much better prote&d, than it has been ; for whatever may 
be (aid by fome Gentlemen in the City, whofe chief Trade 
conii(b in making the moft of the Diftrefles of their Coun- 
try, it neither has been, nor will be faid by any Number of 
real Traders, that either in the Mediterranean^ Or upon the 
Coafb of Portugal^ our Trade has been fo well proteded as 
It ought, and might eaiily luve been, againft fuch a Nation 
as Sfain^ which has not above two or three Ports where 
their Privateers could put into and remain with any Safety, 
if wc were to make the beft Ufc of that Powcf which God 
i^lmighty has put into our Hands. 

But whatever Errors we may have committed, whatever 
Negledls we may have been guilty of, with regard to our 
ConduA in the Mediterranean, or upon the Coafts of Sfaitiy 
I am far from imputing them to the Gentleman who has 
the Command of our Squadron in that Part of the World. 
From that Gentleman's Charafler in Life, from the whole 
Tenor of his former Behaviour, I muft fuppofe, that he 
would willingly have adted for the Honour and Advanta^ of 
his Country, to the utmoft of his Power ; that for tbis Pur- 
pofe he would have ventured his Life with Pleafure, and 
therefore I muft impute the whole of our MifcondaA to 
thofe who gave him his In(bru6lions. In their Favour there 
is nothing to plead: From their Charader in Life, from 
the whole Tenor of their former Behaviour, it mufl be fup- 
pofed, the whole Nation does fuppofe, their InlbiiCUons 
were fuch as no brave Man could receive with Pleafure, as 
every xxxxt Britijb Commander would penife with Indigna- 
tion. This, I (ay, my Lords, is the Opinion that generally 
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prtTtjis without doors. If there be any FoundatioB for it, >^oiio 14.Gab.II. 
7oar Lordfhips mud grant, that the ConduA of thofe who 1740* 
gave fuch Inftruftions ought not only to be enquired into, '*--"'~^~"- — 
bat cenfored: If there be no Foundation for it, your Lord- 
fhips ought, I think, to make an Enquiry into the Affair, 
that the AdminiHration may be juilified, and that the Na- 
tion may know, that our lna£Uvity in the Mediterranean^ 
and upon the CoaHs of Spain, was not owing to any Neg- 
lect, Timidity, or Treachery in us, but to the new and fur- 
prizing AAivity and Vigilance of the Enemy, who had fo 
lortified all their Harbours, and their extenfive Coad, that 
it was impofiible for us to think of attacking them any 
where with Succeis. 

For this Reafon, my Lords, I think myfelf obliged, and 
therefore ihajl beg Leave to move your Lordfhips to order* 
' That Copies of the ieveral * InirudUons given to Rear- ., ^ ^^^ ^.^ 
' Admiral Haddock, from the Time of his (ailing from En- ^j^jj Uaddtcicl 
* gland in the Year ifl^, to the 24tb of June lail, be laid inftructions. 
' Before this Hou(e.' This, my Lords, is my Motion, and 
I hope it wiU not be thought improper or unfeafonable. I 
am fare, the fame Obje^on cannot be made to it, that was 
made againft calb'ng for Admiral Vernon* s Infb-ujStions ; for,^ 
I am convinced, it will not be faid, that any Expedition a- 
gamft the E^emy in Europe has ever been fo much as defign- 
ed, and much leis, that Admiral Haddock has ever had In- ■ 
ibufljons for any fuch Purpofe. From this Motion, there- 
fore, there cannot be the leafl Danger of divulging any of 
the Secrets of our Government ; and by having all thofe In- 
fbafiions laid before us, we (hall have an Opportunity, I 
hope, of vindicating our AdminiAration againft thofe Suf* 
picions and Surmifes, that are now Spread over the whok 
Nation ; from whence I cannot but expert the Conpurrence 
of all thofe that are their Friends, and from that Concur* 
rence, { think, I have good Rea(bn to expedl Succeis in my 
Motion. 

This Motion being feconded by the Earl of HalUfax, Seconded \rf Ae 
the next that fpoke was the Duke of NewcafiU, the Purport ^'^^ ^^ HuUifax, 
of who(e Speech was as follows^ <viz. 
My Ijords, 

If I conld join in Opinion with the noble Lon), that Doke of New* 
what he propofes conld no way tend towards divulging the caftU. 
Secrets of the Government, I fhould, for the Reafon be 
has ziven, moil heartily concur with him in his Motion ; 
but m this Particular I differ from him, and therefore, fpr 
the Sake qf the Public, which I (hall always prefer to the 

Inter<;4 
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Anno i4Geo.tl.Intereft of any private Man, and even to my own Intereft 
1740- .^ or Ouriofity, I muft give my Negative to his j^otiota. 
Whether there have been any Defigns formed for attacking' 
the Enemy in Old Spain, for burning the Ships in any of 

'their Harbours, or for making a Defccnt upon any Part of 
their Coafls, I {hall not pretend to determine ; bat this I 

' am fure of, that a Defign has been formed, and hitherto 
profecuted with as much Succefs as could be expend, for 
protefting our Trade, and fecuring our Pofle£jons in the 
Mediterranean ; and as the proper Methods for effeding 
thefe neceflary Ends muft be fuppofed to have been prefcri- 
bed to Admiral Haddock m his InKlrudions, I moll think it 
would be very improper to publifh thofe InftruAions^ which 
would be the EfFeft of their being laid before this Houfe ; 
becaufe the Enemy would thereby learn how to evade all the 
Meafures we can take, either for the Protection of our Trade, 
or the Security of our Dominions. 

I (hall grant, my Lords, that the People in all Countries, 
and in this more th'an any other, are fond to hear of Sieges, 
Battles, and Bloodfhed, and apt to imagine, that there is 
nothing too difficult for their Fleets and Annies to under- 

' take 'f and therefore they are very apt to complain, when 
their warmeft Expectations are not anfwered. From hence 
there may, perhaps, be a Clamour amongft the unthinking 
and ignorant Populace againft our Conda£^ in this War, 

. becaufe it has not been attended with fo much Slaujghter and 
Ifevaflation, as they expefted ; but to thofe who uiow and 
cfonfider the Situation and Conduct of the Enemy, this can 
b^ no Ground of Complaint. If we had to do with an £- 

' nemy, that would give us a fair Meeting either at Land or 

*Sea, our Populace might have been diverted with Battles, 
and, I hope, with Victories ; but the Spaniards are too fen- 
fible of the Superiority of our Strength, to give us an Op- 
portunity of attacking them any where upon equal Terms, 
efpecially in Europe, They have fortified all their Harbours, 
at le'alt all thofe Harbours, where there are any Ships worth 

' burning, in fuch a banner, that our Squadrons cannot, 
without great Danger, approach them by Seai and to at- 
tack them by Land, we muft fend a greater Army to Sfain, 
than what we have now on Foot ; for every One laiows^ that 
in Spain they have a Handing Army much more numerous, 

' than that we have at prefent in Great Britain, 

From this fingle Confideration^ your Lordftiips mtiy fee 
the Reafon of the Complaints without doors, and how cafy 
it would be for our Minifters to juftify their Conduct, if 

• they had a mind to lay all proper Materials before you ; 

but this, theyknow» would make fuch Diicoveries* as would 
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bcftC^ded witk great Prejudice to the Public ; and there*Annoi4.Ge(Hn« 
fore I muH look upon their Patience,, under this Heap of ^ '74 0* 
Scandal chey are fo indaftrioufly loaded with, as a moil fig- 
oil Pkce of Self-Denial. It is a Sort of Sacrifice they at 
prefent make co the Good of the Public ; and I (hall never; 
by any Act of mine, divert them from making that Sacri- 
fice, or ppnipel them to facrifice the Oood of the Public to 
their immediate Jaftification. 

lamhr from faying, my Lords, that any Defigns have, 
or have not been formed^ for making an Attack upon the 
Enemy in Old Spain ; but this I am fure I may fay*, that 
foch Defigns either have, or have not been fi>rmed, and in 
cither Caie it would be improper for us to call for Admiral 
HaJdxk's Tnlbrui^ons. If fudi Defigns have been formed^ 
we muil fuppofe, that Admiral has had Inftru6lions relating 
to them ; and as they have not yet been executed, the pub- 
ItihiDg of thofe Inftruflions would certainly prevent its being 
ever poflible to execute them hereafter ; therefi)re, in this 
Cafe, it roufl be allowed, that our calling for thefe Inftruc- 
tioDs would be both improper and dangerous. On th^ 
other Hand, fuppofe no fuch Defigns have ever been form- 
ed ; fuppoife it (hould appear, that our Admiral had no In- 
Urudions relating to any fui:b Defigns i if thofe Infirudion^ 
ihoold be made public, it will lay our Minifiers under the 
&tal Necefiity of publiihing all the private Informations they 
have had from Spain^ relating to the Harbours, Fortificati- 
ons, People, and Troqps of that Kingdom, in order to juf* 
tify dieir not having formed any fuch Defigns ; and perhaps 
Ukewife th^ Perfons Names who gave them thefe Informa- 
tions, in order to fiiew, that they were fuch as might be de- 
pended <m ; and I ihall leave to your Lordlhips Confiderati- 
on, whether it would be proper to lay the Adminifiratioi^ 
under fuch a fetal Necefilty, in the Time of an open War 
between the two Nations. 

My Lords, I am very little capable of giving my Opinioii 
about the Nature of Fortifications, and the Probability of 
Succeis in attacking any fortified Place \ but this I will fay, 
that by the Inibn^ons given to our Admiral we could de* 
tennine no fuch QuefUon. For this Pujpofe^ we muft have 
a Plan of tiie Fortifications laid before ^s, and i;iu$ e^ta^^ine 
the moft expert Engineers, as to the feveral Forts ax^d Foi« 
bks of the Place ; and a public Enquiry of this Sort would 
not, I think, be prudent pendente BsIU, and befi)re any Ac^ 
tack has been made upon the Place : Yet it muH bie al- 
lowed, that without fuch an Enquiry we could neither jufilr 
fy nor condemn our Adminiilration, for not havinz fprmec} 
«&d executed fach a Dcfign i and I ihall always think it more 
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^ nno i4.Geo.I]. excQ&Ue int Minifter, to ran the Riik of hiving hb Cob^ 
X740. dud cenrured, for not fbrmiag and executing a dai^eroas 
' Deiign^ than for his having formed fuch a Defigttt aaxl fail* 
ed in the Execution ; became, in the former (SSe, his Mif- 
condud can be attended with no Expence, nor any great 
Misfortune ; whereas in the latter, his Mifcondaft may be 
attended with great Expenoe to his Country, and witk the 
Blood of Thoufands of the braveft of his Countrymien. 

With regard therefore to our attempting to burn and de* 
Qroy the Enemy *3 Ships in their Harbour, I (hall fay no mere 
but this, my Lords, that, I believe, thofe who sre cod« 
cerned in our Adminiftration, have as good Inforinatioo, 
and are perhaps as good Judges as any Lord in this Houfe 
can pretend to be ; and as they have not yet attempted atty 
fuch Thing, I muft believe it either impradicaUe, or not 
worth the Rifk and Expence. But with regard to making 
a Defcent upon their Coaft, and plundering and laying wafle 
the open Country, I muft firft obferve, that no fuch Thing 
could be done, without fending a Body of Land-Forces thi* 
ther for that Purpofe ; and Uiis we dould not do till we 
had augmented our Army fo as to be able to fpare fuch a 
Body of Land-Forces, without endangering our Safety at 
home, and without delaying our Preparations for puming 
die War in the IVeft-Indiis^ where, I believe, your Lord- 
fhips will allow it ought to be puflied with the moH-Yi- 

four. Therefore, if there has been any Failure upon this 
lead, it is not to be imputed to thofe in the Adminifhationy 
but to thofe who have for many Yean oppofed our keeping 
up any greater Number of Troops than was abfeiutdy "be* 
ceflkry for our Security in Time of Peace. 

To thb, my Lords, I muft add another Obfervation, which 
i^ill fhew the Inconfiftency of fome People's way of aigning. 
In all Debates upon the Army, of which I have heard a 
great many, it has been continually infifted on by thpfe 
that argued againft the Army, that our Militia alone, witJi- 
6ut the Affiftance of any regular Troops, would be able 
<b repel any Invafion made upon us with ; or 6000 foreign 
Veterans : Whereas in this Debate, the Militia of SbaiM 
feems to be of no Account : We have nothing t<\ fear from 
ihem I and therefore, if we ihould land a j^dy of regolar 
Troops upon their Coaft, we might plunder and \s9 wafle 
the Q)untry, and might reimbark without Oppoution pr 
Danger ; becaufe they could not foon brmg a fuperior Bo- 
dy of their regular Troops ag^iinft us. Now, my Lords, I 
Ihould be glad to know, why there is fuch a Difference be- 
tween the Militia of Gnat Britain and the Militia of Spain. 

tOuU 
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I fbllpeadil/ admit* that oar common Moi have general* A;^i4.0co.U. 
1/ more pericma] Bravery than the common Men in Spain ; 1740' 
hot, I belieye, they are pretty equal as to Difcipline; and * ^ 
it is well known, that when Armies engage, it is not the 
peribnal Bravery of Individuals, bat the Difcipline of the 
Troops in general, that gives the Advantage and fecures the 
ViQmj. Therefore, if the Militia of Spain are as formi- 
dable as the Militia of Great Bri/ain, we could exped no 
great Advantage, nor could we do the Enemy any great 
Hart, by landing 5 or 6000 regular Troops in their Country; 
ami, I believe, no Man will iuppofe, we ought to empby 
any greater for that Purpofe. 

From thefe Confiderations, my Lords, I am apt to fup- 
nofe, that in fending a Squadron to the Mediterraman^ we 
had no other Deiign than that of protedling our Trade, and 
fecoring our PoiTdions, in that Part of tlie World. For 
this Puipofe it was abfolutely neceilary to fend fuch a Squa* 
dron as waa fuperior to any the Enemy could fend out againft 
m ,* and whatever Expence the Nation may thereby have 
been pat to, your Lordfhips muft grant, it was neceflary. 
J can therefore fee no Reafon you have for calling for Ad- 
miiai Baddac1C% Inllrudlions, or for making any Enquiry re<* 
ladng to that Squadron i fince it has not beoi complained 
of even without Doors, that our Trade or our Poffmons in 
the Me^eraneoH have been any way negleded. As to 
the Enemy's Squadron efcaping from Cadix, and afterwards 
fiom Ftrrol^ it occafioned no Misfortune to this Nadoh, and 
it may be imputed to fo many Accidents, that, I thinks 
it argoes a Want of Charity to impute it to a bad Defign, 
or to a MifconduS, in any Peribn concerned in our Govern- 
ment Every one knows, that Admiral Haddock was then 
&led op the MediUrranian, to prevent the Execution of k 
Otfig^ that had adually been formed againft our Ifland of 
Mimrcai and neverthelefs, if I have beien rightly inform- 
ed, the Enemy's Squadron from Cadix might probably have 
been intercepted, or met with at Sea, if it had not been 
ibr an Acddent which happened with regard to fome Or- 
dm fa^t out upon that Occafion. 

As I have now, I hope, my Lords, given lulRcient Rea<» 
fens bx my diiagreeing to the noble Loin's Motion, I Aiould 
have g^ven you no more Trouble at this Time, if the noble 
Lords who have already ^ke in this Debate, had confined 
themfelves ftridly to the Qne(Uon before us; but in this 
Debate, as well as moft others^ feveral Matters of a foreign 
Natwe have been mentioned, and found fault with, and 
there^ie I bope your Lordfhips wHl give me leave to fav 
fcmethiif in Vindication of what I have always, and ftul 
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Anno i4.Geo.n. do aoprove of. I (hall grant, that the Spaniards had con- 
'74^- tcftca fcveral Rights of great Confequencc, which we had a 
jull Title to, and likcwife, that they had ufurped, or pre- 
tended to fome Rights, which they had no Title to ; but if 
thefe Contefts and Pretenfions had been attended with no 
real Injury, they would never have afforded a fufiicient Rea- 
fon for our declaring War, or committing HofHlitiet ; for it 
often happens, that two Nations have mutual PretenfionF, 
which neither will exprefsly give up, and yet while thefe 
Pretenfions are allowed on both Sides to lie dormant, neither 
of them take Occafioh from thence to declare War againU 
the other. But this was not the Cafe between us and the 
SpaniarJs : They would not allow their Preteniions to lie dor- 
mant : They would exercifc the Rights they pretended to ; 
and thereby occafioned many grievous Lofles to the Sub- 
je^ of this Nation. Thefe Lofles, and a pofitive Denial 
of Reparation, made Reprifals on our Side abfolutdy ne- 
ceiTary; but they did not make a Declaration of War ab- 
JTolutely neceffary ; becaufe by Treaty between us' it was ex- 
prefsly ftipulatcd, that in fuch Cafes the Party injured might 
make Reprifals, and that fuch Reprifab'ihould not by the 
other Side be confidered as a Rupture, or Caufe of War. 
Now if we had, by Means of Reprifals, obtained full Re- 
paration for all our LofTes, and Spain had given over exer- 
ci/ing the conteiled Rights fhe pretended to, we (hould not, 
I think, have had the leafl Occaiion to declare War ; be- 
caufe we might have continued on both Sides to allow our 
contefted Pretenfions to lie dormant, as long as neither Side 
fufiered by fuch Pretenfions ; and therefore I mull think, 
that we were in common Prudence obliged to try firfl what 
could be done by Way of Reprifal ; for furely a War, ef- 
pecially againft Spain, is to be avoided, if poflible. 

But befides this, my Lords, there was another Reafbn for 
our entering into a War againfl: Spain with all imaginable 
Caution. We know how jealous all the trading Nations of 
Europe are of Spain's having any of her Dominions in 
America taken from her by us, or by any other neighbour- 
. ing Power, and how ready they would all be to fly to her 
Aififtance, if they' faw her in any fuch Danger. If we 
had entered haftily into the War againil Spain, and had at 
once fent a ftrong Squadron with a great Body of Land-Forces 
to the fFeJi' Indies, the other Powers of Europe would pro- 
bably have imagined, that we were diredcd by ambitidns 
Views, and that we intended to ftrip Spain of all her Set- 
tlements in America, which would certainly have united all 
the trading Powel-s of Europe againft us ; and fiich a Con- 
federacy, f believe^ it will be grinted, we were by &I\ 
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Means' to prevdit. We were therefore to take the 1nQftAnj1014.qeo.lL 
proper MeUiods for convincing the other Bowers of Europe ^ 1740. 
that we had nothing in View but Self-defence, and the Securi* ^ 
ty of our Trade and Navigation in Time to come ; and in 
order to do this, it was necei&ry for us to try what could 
be done by Reprifab, before refoiving to declare War, in 
order to ihew that our Declaration ot War did not proceed 
horn an ambitious Choice, but from mere Necefiity . 

I fhall readily agree, my Lords, that our Circumilances in 
this War, are more unlucky than they were in the War daring 
Qofim Aneh Reigii. Our Trade in general muft neceflarily 
fofier by our being engaged in War, when all our Rivab in 
Trade arc in perfect Tranquil! ity . This Misfortune , peculiar 
to the prefent War, was forefeen by thofe who had the Con- 
dnd of oar public Affairs, and therefore they tried all 
poffible Means for avoiding a War, which they law would 
be of fuch pernicious Confequence to our Trade and Na- 
vigation in general. I was> indeed, furprized to hear this 
Circamllance fo much as mentioned, by any Lord that 
finds fault with the Meafures which were taken, for pre- 
venting our being obliged to enter into the prefent War ; 
for, in my Opinion, it is a full Juilification of every Step 
taken for that Purpofe. It is true, it is likewife an Argu- 
ment, now we are engaged, for profecuting the War with 
the atmoft Vigour ; but neither this nor any other Argu- 
ment can make us pufh the War with more Vigour than we 
are Matters of; and if we apply a Paft of our Vigour to* 
wards poQiing the War in one Place, we muii neceiTirily 
abate of our Vigour in every other. Therefore, if we had 
attacked the Dominions of Sfam in Europe, we muil have 
attacked her Dominions in America wich the lefs Vigour ; 
and I appeal to your Lordfhips, whether it would have been 
pnident or right in os to have done fo. 

From all which I muH conclude, my Lords, that the 
wifeft and beft Method for profecuting thb War, was to 
make our whole Pufh againft the Spanijh Dominions in 
Anerica 1 and confequently, we were to a£i upon the De- 
fenfive only in Eunpe^ and to take all poflible Care to 
]ffevent its being in the Power of the Enemy to fend any 
Reinforcements or Supplies to their Dominions in America. 
For this Purpofe, we were to prevent, as much we could, 
the failing not only of their Squadrons, but alfo of their 
Fkttas, and even their Merchant-Ships ; and this has been 
done as effedually as it was pofiible for us to do, confider- 
iog the boifterous Seas upon the Coafls of Spain, and the 
Necefiity of our $quadron^s retiring fometimes into Port, 
cither to avoid a Storin or to r^rei^ the Seamen. What 
I Occa^ 
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Amo i4:Oeo.II. Oocafion therefore can wc have for feeing Admiial Mad- 
1740' dock\ loftniaions? If from thence it flwuld appear, that 
S*""^f"""^ he had Orders to attack any of the Dominions ofSfm^, 
we cannot upon that Account find Fault with them; and 
and if he had Orders for making any fuch Attack, but ha» 
not yet found an Opportunity to carry them into Executi* 
on, would it be proper, wouki it be prudent in us, to de* 
fue fuch InftruauMu to be laid before this Houie ? 
Lord Batburfl. 
My Lords, 
Lord Buthtrfi, ^^^ ^o ^'^^'^ young Lords who opened this Debate, 
fpoke with fuch Dignity, fuch Strength of Argument, and 
fuch Propriety of ExpreiTion, that I began to ima^ae my 
felf in an old Roman, an Athenian ^ or LaudetmaioM 8enate ; 
and therefore I muft retu^ Thanks to the noble Duke 
who (poke laft, for he has brought me hack to a Britifi 
Houfe of Peers. However, I hope he will excafe me, if 
I do not entirely approve of the Arguments he has beea 
pleafed to make ufe of, for juftifying the Negative, he fays» 
- he is to give to this Motion* 

I do not really know, my Lords, what the noble Doke 
means by the Danger of difcovering the fecret Methods^ 
which our Miniflers have in their great Wifdom piefcribed 
to Admiral Haddock^ for proteAing our Trade and iecoring 
eur PofTeilions in the Medt/erranean, 1 cannot comprehend 
how there can be a Secret in any Method that can be . pre- 
foribed for that Purpofe, nor csta I fuggeft to myfeif bow 
the SpoHiards could difturb either our Trade or our PoiEd' 
fions in that Part of the World, more than they have done, 
ihottld they be informed of every Method we have pre- 
fcribed, or can prefcribe for preventing it. There is but 
one Secret that I am afraid of the Enemy's getting hoid 
of, which is the Secret of procuring fuch Inftmdkms lo our 
Admirals as muft prevent their doing their Duty to their 
Country ; and the beft Method for kttping this Secret irom 
the Enemy is, to let our MiniilerB fee, that the ParliaiBent 
wil|, from time to time, make a foid Scrutiny into their 
ConduA, and for that Purpofe require and infift vpon Ijee- 
ing the Orden and Inftmdions they give to our Coouttand- 
ers, either by Sea or Land. 

I foall admit, my Lords, that in all Countries, the Pei>> 
pie, when they are engaged in War, exped to hear of du- 
ties and Bloodfhed : As they pay heavy Taxes for foppmt- 
ittg the War, and fuffer many Inconve&iencies cm Acoount 
of it, they have a Rieht to that £jq>edation ; becade the 
more hotly it is purfued, the fooner it wiH be at End. Tiiey 
do not like to pay for ^^MW Expeditions, nor for JEb^i^S^ 
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fiDcanpmaits; becanfe they know that Aich war-like, tho*Aiiaoi4.Geo.ll. 
DO war-nuddng Meafnrcs, render them the Scorn of their 1^740. 
Enemies, and entail a perpetnal Expence opon them. The ^ 
People of thb Conntry may, perhaps, feem more fond to 
hear of Sieges and Battles in Time of War, than the People 
in any neigfabouring Country ; but it is not becanfe they 
are r^Iy lb, but becanfe lliey have as yet more Freedom to 
dedare their Sentiments. The People m all Countries have 
an eqoal Right, and are equaUy fond, to hear of their Mo- 
ney's being properly applied ; and If it is, they muft hear 
both of fiattles and Sieges, let the Vidtory be on what Side 
it wiU. Shall onr People be told, by. Way of Excnfe fer 
our Inadion, that the Enemy will not meet us in ojpen Sea, 
and npoD eqoal Terms ? My Lords, we knew this from the 
Beginning. We knew the Enemy neither would nor could 
dare to encounter us at Sea $ and therefore, let the Difficulty 
be never ib great, we ought fifom the Beginning to have re« 
ibhred to attack them at Land ; for unlefs we do fo, the War 
will be everiafting. They have no Trade : They cannot 
dierefore fufer by the Continuance of the War : On the 
contrary^ they will be Gamers ; becanfe they will always 
be able to take more of onr Merchant-Ships than we can 
take of theirs, efpecially if we never think of attacking and 
bonmg their Ships in the Harbours. We mnft therefore at« 
tack yiem at Land, if we ever exped to fee an honourable 
End of the War. This the People know, and this makes 
them fo oneafy on Account of their not having yet heard of 
any fuch Attack being attempted. 

The Complaints of the People are not therefore, my 
Lords, without Foundation; and if they have any Founda* 
tion, the Pktience of our Minifter, under the Load of Re-* 
preach, which inaeafes daily, cannot be owing to any St\f* 
denial, or to his Regard for the puUic Good, but to a Con« 
fdouinefs that his Cbndaft deferves to be cenfured, and cer* 
tahdy would be cenfured, if it were to be ftridly enquired 
into. I fay, my Lords, our Minifler ; for when I talk of 
Condud, when I talk df Reproach, I muft fpeak in the fin- 
golar Number ; becaufe the whole Nation fuppofes we have 
a fele Conductor, and againft him alone the Reproaches of 
the whole Nation are direded. 

But for God*s Sake, my Lords, what can the public 
Good have to do with the not laying an Admiral's Inftruc* 
tions before this Houfe ! Their being laid before this Houfe^ 
or a fecret Committee of this Houfe, may often be of great 
Advantage, but never can be a Prejudice to the Public. The 
only Pretence for fiiying it may be of Prejudice to the 
Fablic, is founded upon a begging of the Qgeftion. It la 
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ilaoou^GeoJl.firft fupfJoTed^ that nothing can be laid before diisHoufe, 
1740. without being made public ; and from thence it is afgued, 
i^*V^^ that therefore no Paper ought to be laid before this Hoafe, 
when the Contents are fiich as ought not to be made Public. 
Has this Suppoiition ever been granted ? Can it be granted 
by rhofe who know any Thing of our Conilitution or Forms 
of Proceeding ? When we appoint a iecret Committee, is it 
not to be fuppofed, that the Secrets committed to their 
Charge will be as facredly kept, as thofe committed to his 
M^jcfty's Cabinet Council ? Therefore the laying of any Pa- 
pers before us, let them be of ever (b fecret a Nature, can 
never be inconfiflent with the public Good : It can ^er 
be inconiiltent with the Good even of a Minifler, unleis his 
Good be inconfiilent with the Good of the Public ; and 
when this happens to be the Cafe, I am fure, it h not con- 
fillent with our Honour, nor with our Duty, to refufe to 
call for fuch Papers as may difcover that Inconiiflency. 

Having thus (hewn, my Lords, that the public Good can- 
not be in the leait Danger of fuffering by thb Motion's be- 
^S agreed to, aim oil every Argument the noble Duke was 
pleafed to make uie of againfl it, muft fall to the Ground. 
One, indeed^ I fiftall grant, is nor afiefted by what I have 
yet (hewn : His Grace was pleafed to obferve. Cut bono will 
you call for thefe Inflrudlions ? For tho* from them it fhould 
appear, that Admiral Haddock had no Orders to make any 
Atte^npt againft Spain^ you could not pn that Account find 
Fault with them, becaufe no Succefs could be expeded in 
any fuch Attempt ; and as the fending that Squadron thither, 
has anfwered every other End, you can neither find Fault 
' with his ConduA or Inflrudions. For fuppbrting this Argu« 

ment, his Grace endeavoured to ihew^ that we could neither 
burn the Ships in any of the Enemy's Harbours, nor make 
a Defcent upon their open Coaft ; and that their Squadron 
cfcaped both from Cadi^ and Ferrol by mere Accident. 

My Lords, thefe are Queflions that cannot come properly 
before us, till we have the Inflrudlions now moved for; 
but after we have thefe InRrudions, we may then caU for 
fuch Papers as will enable us to pafs a Judgment upon every 
one of thefe Quellions. In the mean Time I mu& obferve, 
that if we judge from Experience, we muft fuppofe, it was 
\trf pra^icable to attack moft of the Harbours of ^pain^ with 
fo much Succefs at leaft, as to be able to burn every Ship 
in it ; and that it was ftill more pradicable to make a De- 
fcent upon their open Coafl, and thereby do them a deal 
of Mifchief. 

This I fay, my Lords, we muft iuppofe, if we judge 
from Experienee, becaufie we never yet attacked any oi thp 
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Harboon of Bpaini nor xnad« a Defcent upon any Part of^y^oo i4..Gco.ir 
their CoaA, without doing them great Mifchief; and tho* 1740. 
by Overiight or Mifmanagement we feldom had all the Suc- 
cess wc cxpcfted, yet wc never met with any great Lofs, 
but retired in Safety to our Ships, as foon as ^e found it 
neceflary, or perceived any Danger approaching. In Queen 
i^iiTutbtth^ Time, when our Schemes were concerted with 
more Wifdom, and conduced with more Vigour, than, I 
believe, they have ever been fincc, wc actually took the 
Town of Codify and burnt, funk, or took every Ship in 
their Harbour ; in which tjcpedition there were but 7000 
Men employed J and I muftobferve, that we had then no 
ftanding Army, the Troops employed being all new-raifed 
Men, without allowing them fo much as one Month to 
learn what is now called military Difcipline. Again, in 
Queen Anne*s Tinie, the next Queen we h^d, and the next 
Time this Nation made a glorious Figure in Europe, we 
attacked the Gtme Place ; and tho' by many Pieces of Mif- 
management on our Side, which it would be eafy to ihew/ 
we failed of Succels with regard to the City and Harbour 
of CaJix, itfelf, yet we did the Spaniards great Damage, and 
our People got a great deal of Plunder, at Port St. Marys ; 
and the fame Fleet, in its Return, made the famous and . 
focceisful Attack upon yigo^ where we took and deHroyed 
a great Number of Men of War and Galleons. 

I am really furprized, my Lords, to hear it reprefented 
as impoffible for us to burn the Ships in any of the Har- 
bours of ^pain, I have feen Plans of mod of their Har- 
bours : I have feen in particular feveral Plans of the City 
aad Harbour of CWiz ; and according to them, according 
to all Accounts I have had, it may, in fome Meafure, be 
called an open Harbour : The Entrance at the Puntals^ 
which is the narrowed Pare, is above a Mile from Xiand to 
Land, fi> that it is impoffible to fecure it by a Boom : They 
have no other Way to prevent our entering it, but by fink- 
ing Ships in the Channel ^ and this they will never do, un- 
leu they have certain Information of our Defign, as they 
&ad in the late (^^oeen^s Time. They have, indeed, two 
Caftks npon the North, and one upon the South Side of the 
Ptmtals ; bat Experience has taught us, what a vain Defence 
CafUes are againll Ships of War, efpecialiy when they have 
nothing to do but to pais by, and need not cotae within 
Half a Mile of the Caftle y and within the PuntaU there is 
a large open Bay without one CaiUe to annoy the Ships that 
are in it ; from all which I muft fuppofe, that if Admiral 
tiaddo€k had been properly provided, he might have burnt 
or taken aU the Ships in the Harbour of CaiiiK, v^bidi 
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Annoi4.Geo.ll. would havc cfeftuallv prevented their Squadron fiulfeg to 
1740. Ferrol Or the IVeft- Indies. Then as to the Harbours of Ferrvl 
" and FigOy the only two I can at prelent think of, that are, 
or may be defended by Booms, our fuccelsful Attack upon 
Figo, in the late Queen's Time, (hews how vain this Defince 
is againft the Royal Navy of England, when our Admirals 
are fumiflied with proper Inftru&ons. 

With regard to our making Invafions or Defcents upon 
the open C oaft of Spaift, the noble Doke was pleafed to talk 
of the Militia of Spain, and to compare them with the 
Militia of this Kingdom. My Lords, they hatt iki fuck 
Thing as Militia in SpaiH ; and their People have been fo 
long difufed to Arms, and fo long cowed and terrified by 
(landing Armies, that they dare not look an Enemy in the 
Face. Thank God ! this is not as yet the Cafe with the 
People of this Kingdom, tho' I do not know how (boa it 
may be (b, if we continue to negled our Militia as much, 
and keep up fuch numerous Handing Armies, as we have 
done of late Years. 

^ But, my Lords, there is another very material Diffeience 
between our making an Invafion upon Spain, and their 
making an Inva(ion upon us : As we are luperior at Sea, 
the Troops we land upon them may fecure themfelves by 
retiring to their Ships, and reimbarking, as foon as a foperior 
Force, either of regular Forces or Militia, comes acainft 
them ; but if they (hould land any Troops in this Ifland, 
or Ireland, they muft either conquer the Kingdom, or die ; 
for they will foon have no Ships to retire to ; and the Fate 
of the Spanijb Troops that landed, or were forced afh<»e, in 
Ireland, after the Defeat of their invincible Arnbdo, as they 
called it, Will for ever prevent any Spani/b Troops bein^fond 
of landing in our Dominions ; for tho* the putting or thofc 
poor Men all to the Sword, was a Precedent I (hall not re- 
commend ; yet it will fhew to all Foreigners, that nnlds 
they can conquer us, it is extremely dangerous to land 
amongfl us : As they can have no Retreat, whilit we arc 
Maders at Sea, their Lives muft depend upOn the Lenity of 
our Government. 

The noble Duke oBferved very jufHy, that nothihg can 
make us a£t with more Vigour than we are Mailers of; diat 
if wc aft with Vigour in one Place, we muft abate of, our 
Vigour in every other; and that therefore, it was the 
Height of Wifdom in us, to rcfolve to aft upon* the Dcfen- 
five in Europe, in order to aft with the more Vigour upon 
the OfFenfivc in the Weft-Indies, My Lords, I (hall allow, 
that thefe two PTemifes are right, but in order to make die 
CoocluiioD proper and juft, there (hould have been another, 

which 
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vfhkk IS this, that the Sqoadrons and Araks we are to Anno i4.GeoJ|. 
keep ap for oar Defence, can never be employed for adUng 1740. 
upoa the Ofieofive in Europe ; and this I can by no means t/*V''^J 
grant. If we had fent a Body of 8 or 10,000 of that Ar)ny 
which 18 thought necefTary for our Defence at home, to in- 
&ft and make Inroads upon the Coafls of Spairtj and to aiUfl 
in baraing the Ships in their Harbours, as it would have 
been, neverthekfs, upon a Fortnight *s Call, ready co be 
tranfported to any Part of the liland where there was at, 
moH Occafion for it, it would have ferved for our Defence 
home equally as well, nay, better than by being encamped. ' 
at Uafunjkwy or any other Heath in the Kingdom. If Ad- 
miicai Haddocl^t Squadron had been employed in making De« 
(cents i^n the Coaib of S fain in the Mrditerraneav or about 
CdiJix^ and burning the Ships in thofe Harbours, would our 
PofieffioiB of Gilnraitar or Portmahim have been lefs fecure, 
than by his remaining idle and inactive in thofe Seas ? If 
oar SfiibeMi Sqnadron had been fent out to burn the Spanjjh 
Privateers at St. Seiafiiax\ or their Squadrons at Ferrof, or 
Sc. Jmder^f ihould not we have been fully as fecure againij 
an InvaHon, as we were by their lying idle at Spithtad or 
Ptri/amutb? Onr InafUon in Europe is not therefore owing 
to thofe who oppofed our keeping up unneceflkry, expenfive^ 
q>prefllve, and dangerous Armies in Time of Peace, but to 
thofe who do not know how to make the proper Ufe, either 
of Araues or Squadrons, in Time of War. 

I moft therefoie conclude, my Lords, that if Admirat 
Haddock has had no InfbraAions to ad in an oRenfive Man- 
ner ^ajp^ the Spaniards in Europe, or if he has been tied 
ap by ikis Inftru£tions not to make any Attempt againU 
then at Land, which I believe to have been the Cafe» 
thofe who gave him fuch defedive, or fuch retraining In - 
StnGdiQM^ ought to be cenfured. if not punifhed ; and, con- 
feqnentiy, that we ought for this Porpoie to have his In- 
firaaions laid before ns. But fuppofe it could be faid, that 
we could find no Fault with his not having had Inflrudlions 
to ad mxm the Ofl^niive : Suppolic we could find no Fault 
with his naving had nothing in Charge, but that of protef^- 
log oar Trade and PoflefCons in that part of the World* and 
prereBtiiig the Spaniards from iending Supplies or Reinforce- 
ments to their Settlements in Jmrica: Can it be faid, that 
thefe Services have been pundlually and faithfully perform- 
ed ? Our Pofiefiions in the Mediterrantan, my Lords, pro^- 
xtQ. themfelves, and cannot be taken from us, but by Trea- 
chery> whilft we are fuperior at Sea ; but Our^rade, even 
is the Mtditerraman^ has fufFered a great deal more than 
coaU have been expefted from fuch an indolent, and fuch 
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Ajino i4..Geo.lI. an impotent Enemy : It coald not havefaffered fo mach* 
:^o. if Admiral Haddock had been either properiy provided, or 
properly inftru£bd for its Defence; for, confidermg his 
Chara^ler, I cannot impute it to his Imprudence or Neg- 
le^. And as to the Enemy's fending Supplies and Reinforce- 
ments to the JVeft'Indiesy they feem to h^ve had a PermiffioQ 
to do fo : If their Squadron had efcaped from Cadix or Fer- 
rol, immediately after a Storm, which had drove our Squa- 
drons and Cruifers into Port ; or in the Depth of Winter, 
^ when it was not fafe for our Squadrons or Cruifers to be in 
the open Seas, there might have been fome ExAiie for its 
efcaping, but neither of thefe was the Cafe : The SfaxiJ^ 
Squadron failed fix^m Cadix about the End of March^ when 
there had been no remarkable Storm at Sea for fome Tune 
before ; but Admiral Haddock had been lent upon a wiid-gooie 
Chace up the Mediterranean^ and a Squadron left at Gf- 
hr altar y without any Orders, it feems, to keep an Eye to- 
wards Gzi/s. And this very Squadron &iled again from 
Terrol about the End of July^ without our having ib much 
as attempted to attack them in that Port, without oar having 
any Squadron to intercept them or follow them, as foon as 
they failed out of Port, and withoat our having a fofficient 
Squadron to way-lay them in the American Seas. 

Surely, my Lords, there mull be fome Negledl, or fome 
Overfight, if not woife, in this Management. To tell us, 
by Way of Excufe, that Admiral Haddock foiled up the Jl/i- 
diterranean to protedl Minorca^ or that an Accident happened 
with regard to any Orders fent to him : This is tlw very 
Thing complained of: It is the very Thing we ought to en- 
quire into ; becaufe if he had been properly inftruAed, he 
would not have failed up the Mediterranean with his Sqaa« 
dron : He would have fent only four or five Ships there for 
proteAing Minorca ; and if he had been nt firft properly in- 
llruAcd, there would have been no Occaiion for firih Or- 
ders, and, confeqaently, no Accident could have happened 
with regard to them. 

If to fave the public Money, fufficient Armies had not 
been raifod, or a TutHcient Number of Ships had not been 
put in CommiiTion, there would have been fome Excafe. 
But the Nation has been put to the Expence of raifing and 
maintaining Armies fufficient for any Expedition we could 
reafonably undertake, and of fitting out Squadrons more than 
fufficient for all the Purpofes we had Occaiion for. We have 
fpared no Expence in warlike Preparations : Like a trae 
Poltron, we prepared a long Sword, but have been fo care- 
ful of our Defence at Home, that we have never once dared 
to make a bold and vigorous Pufli againft the Enemy, either 
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in Ewope or Anuriea. Even the Armament now fent, I fup- Anno i4Geo.TI. 
pofc, to the Weft'IndieSf I can expc6l no great Succefs from, i74o» 
conikieriRg the Time and the Opportunities the Enemy have ^ 
had to prepare for their Defence, the Troops we have em- 
ployed upon that Expedition, and fevoal other bad Omens, 
which have been obferved almoft by tvcty Man in the 
Kingdom. 

I mention this, my Lords, becaafe I think no Part of oar 
hte Cbndnd foreign to the prefent Debate. Every Error in 
oorlate Condud is a corroborating CircamllanCe for prevail- 
ing with^ns to agree to this Motion : It is an Argument for 
cor beginning to exert om'felves in our high Capacity of he- 
reditajy great Council of the Crown, and confequently it is 
an Argument for our calling for every Paper neceflary for 
oor Iniormadon. Oqr beginning the War by the Method of 
Reprisals was, for the fame Reafon, mod properly intro- 
duced by the noble Lord who made vou this Motion. We 
had then, we have had fubfifting for almoil this twenty ' 
Years, a rooft juft Reafon for declaring War againft Spain, 
The Pretenfions in I>ifpute between us are fuch, on our Side, 
as cannot be allowed to lie dormant : We mull navigate in 
the American Seas ; we mufl cut Logwood in the Bay of 
Campeaehey ; we mnft gather Salt in the Tfland of Tortugas : 
Ic doca not indeed (ignify much, whether the Spaniards ex- 
prefsly give thcfe Rights up by Treaty, becaufe we find 
tbey hare no Regard to Treaties ; but as foon as they be- 
gan to mterropt us, we ought to have declared War ; and 
fincethey are not, we find, to be bound by Treaty, we o\ight 
sow to take or infiftnpon a real Security. 

The Danger of Spainh being afliAed by any Neighbour- • 
ing Power, or the Danger of our being involvM in a War 
with Spmny when our Rivals in Trade were at Liberty to 
purfoe their fradc without Interruption, was fo far from 
behig a Reafon for our continuing our tedious Negotia- 
tions, that it ou^t to have made us negled no C^por- 
tunity of putting an End to them by a Declaration of War, 
when we found ourfelves in fuch Circumflances, as not to 
be expofed to thefe Dangers. By the Behaviour of the Spa^ 
martb foon after the Treaty in 1721, wc might have fore- 
feen, that it would be at laft abfolutely neceifary for us to • 
beat them into good Manners ; and can it be faid, that 
fince that Time we have had no Opportunity of attacking 
Sfoin, when we knew, that no neighbouring Power could 
afiift her ; or when we knew, that our chief Rival in Trade 
could not purfue her Trade without Intermption? My 
Lords, we let flip fcveral excellent Opportunities for do- 
ing ourfelves Juilice againil S/'ain, and by that Means we 

were 
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Ajuio 14* Geo.ii* were forced by a fatal Neceffitjr, to liave Reoooile to Armi 
1740. r^t t}ie moil inconvenient Time we could chde for that 
^ '7'^ Purpofe i and what was ftill worfe, when we found our- 
felves reduced to this fatal Necefiity, infletd of begianiag 
the War with Vigour, and obtaining fome iignal Advantage 
over the Enemy, before thev could prepare for their De- 
fence, and before any neighbouring Power could give them 
AffifUnce, we b^an it in a Method from which wa could 
not fo much a» hope for any Advantage, a Method which 
could ferve for nothing but giving the Enemy timely Notice 
to prepare for their JDefence, and their Friends timdy No- 
^ tice to prepare for their Affiftance. 

If fuch Management does not make your Lordfiilps think, 
that it is now high Time for you to interpoie with your Ad- 
vice to your Sovereign, and tor that Purpofe, to call for all 
Papers necefikry for your Information, I am afraid, no Sort 
of Management ever will ; and, therefi^re, I (hall con* 
dude with this melancholy Obfervation, That, if this Motkm 
is not agreed to, it wiU, I am afraid, be too generally 
thought, that the King can never expert any Benefit fiom 
your Advice, the Nation can never exped any Relief from 
your Enquiry. You may hereafter give Advioe, but that 
u^dvice will, without Doors, be fuppoTed to be fuch as is 
prefcribed by the MioKler : You may hereafter eoquirey 
but that Enquiry will be fuppofed to be fuch as is di* 
reded by the Mioiiler : This is what I dread i and there* 
fore, to prevent, as far as I can, an Opinion fo unworthy 
of this Houfe, from gaining any Ground without Doora^ I 
Ihall mod heartily concur in this Motion. 
The Earl of OHdMox^ifjf. 
My I^rds, 
l^arl of Cbel. The chief Qudlion in this Debate, as it muft be in all 
monJeley, Debates of the fame Nature, is, Whether it would be fso» 

per, in the Heat of a War, to lay before this Houfe, or 
even a fecret Committee appointed by this Hou&t all the 
Secrets that relate to the Condu^ of the War $ and this 
Queftion muft, I think, be determined in the Negative* if 
we have any Regard to the Example of all the great Yriaces, 
Generals* or Miniflers, that ever w^re in this or any other 
.Country. I am not to impeach or doubt of the Fidelity or 
Secrecy of any Lord, or of any Number of Lords of this 
Houfc ; but I may fay, it has always been look'd od, aa an 
eftablifli'd Maxim, that the fewer a Secret of Importance 
is communicated to, the fafer it will be kept. An Affiir 
of this Kind may, perhaps, be as fafely committed to a fe- 
cret Committee of this Houfe, as to his Majeily's Cabinet 
Council ; but how are we fure, that Admiral HaJdock\ In* 
ilrudjons have been communicated to his Majefiy's Cabinet- 
I Council^ 
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Cooncil? From wkat happened in a late Debate, we are, lAfino14.Gco.ir. 

think, to prefume they have not ; for two noble Lords, 1740. 

who were both of his Majefty*s Cabinet Council, then de- 

daftd, xhxj had not ieen Admiral Femon*s InftrnfUons ; and 

his h^jefty may, 1 think, very probably, becaufe very 

wi&ly, have refolved to keep Mr. Haddock! % Jnfbudions as 

private as he did Mr. VernofCt. We arc not to fuppofe, 

that his Majeily^s having taken fuch a Refolution, proceeded 

from any Diffidence m cither of thefe two noble Lords, bat 

from a Maxim laid down by all wife Princes, that an A&ir 

which is defigned to be kept as a Secret, ought not mmecef- 

iarily to be communicated to any one Perfon whatfoever. 

The noble Lord faid, he could not fuggeft to himfelf any 
Secret that could be contained in Admiral Haddock's Inflruc- 
tions, rriating to the protedUng of our Trade or Poffeifions 
in the Mediterranean, My Lords, I think, it is veiy eafy 
to fagged feveral fuch Secrets: We may fuggeft to our- 
iehrcs, nay, I think, it is highly reafonable to fuppofe, he 
has Dirtftions how to apply for getting fecret Intelligence 
of all the Schemes and Defigns formed by the Enemy, for 
annoying either our Trade or Poifefiions in that Part of the 
World. Thefe Directions may contain the Names of the 
Pierfons he is to apply to, and the Methods by which he is to 
carry on a Corre^ndence with them ; and if he has any 
foch Directions, I am fure, it would be very imprudent in 
OS to do any Thing that might poifibly occafion a Difeovery. 

Soppofe, my Lords, we ihould appoint a fecret Com- 
mittee; if that Commktee fhouM con£ft of fuch Lords, as 
are known Friends to the Adminifbation, their Report woufd 
give no Satis&£tion to thofe that complain of our Conduct, 
nor would it any Way tend to remove the Sufpicions that are 
faid to be without Doors ; and if that Committee fliould 
coofiit of fuch as are fnppofed to be no Friends to the Ad- 
niniftration, I fhall be far £rom faying, that any of them 
woald, ODt of Hatred or Envy to our Miniflers, difcover 
the Secrets of our Government to the Enemy ; but if thofe 
Secrets frould afterwards be found to have been difcovered, 
it ivoald bring them under a very great Snfpicion.' 

Befides this, my Lords, we^ould confider, that whatever 
we do m fuch a Otfe, would be a Precedent, which the o- 
thcr Houfe would certainly follow : They would likewife 
appoint a fecret Committee, and in Imitation of ours, that 
Committee would probably confill of thofe that were known 
to be t!he greatefl Enemies to the AdmmiOration : They 
would infifl upon all thofe Papers being laid before their 
Committee, that had been laid before the Committee of this 
Hoafe. His Majefly would be obliged to comply with 
their Requeft ; and this might be of^the moft dangerous 

Confequencc 
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Anno 14.Geo.II. Con&qucnce in our prefcnt Circumflanees. We may ar^r 
1740. fwer for the Members of our own Houfe; wc may aflure 
^ burfelves, that none of them would give fuch Scope to 
their Refentment, as, out of Enry or Hatred to our Mioi- 
ilers, to betray the Secrets of our Government 9 but I am 
fure, I (hall not, I do not believe any of your Lordfhips will, 
anfwer for all the Members of the other Houfe. The Fa0ion5 
of feme Men arc fo violent, that the Safety, Succefs, or Pro- 
fpcrity of their Country is but a ilender Barrier, when 
they have an Opportunity of fatisfying their Refentment 
or Revenge, by breaking through that Barrier. There- 
fore, however fafely the Secrets of the Governnfent may 
be committed to a few Members of this Houfe, I (hall be 
againft our making a Precedent for the other Houfe^s infi(l> 
xng upon the fame Confidence, unlefs I hear better Reafons 
than have as yet been urged in Favotur of this Motion. 

My Lords, it is much mailer to criticize and find fault 
with a good Poem, than to write as good a one ; fo,- I 
i)elieve, it is much eaiier to find fault with the Condud of 
the prefent War, than to condud it in as cautious, wife, 
and fuccefsful a Manner as k has been. We have not, 'tis 
true, as yet made any Conqueils upon the Enemy ; but the 
Keafon afiigned is, I think, a good Rea(bn : We were, ac- 
cording to all the Rules of Prudence, obliged to provide 
for our Defence at Home, before we could think of attack- 
ing the Enemy Abroad ; and our having carefully done fo, is 
the Rea(bn, that we now only hear of the War : If we had 
done otherwife, we ihould, probably before ncw^ have feen 
Imd felt it : If we had not kept a good Army in continual 
ReadinQ(k at Home > if we had not kept a good Squadron 
in continual Readine(s in the Channel, we ihould, perhaps 
before now, have had a more potent Enemy to dead with ; 
and, indead of (kbating here about Matters which I cannot 
think of any great Moment, we (hould have been in the 
Field fighting for our Liberties, our Properties, our Reli- 
gion, and every Thing that is dear to Mankind ^ for if by 
the Negled or Imprudence of our Miniders, a foreign 
Army had been landed amongft us, 1 am convinced, every 
Lay-Lord in this Houfe would willingly Ixave taken up Arms 
in Defence of his King and Country : Nay, I believe, fome 
of the Reverend Bench would have followed the Example of 
their Predecefibrs, when they found, that their Religion was 
on longer to be defended by the Pen, but by the Sword. 
We know, my Lords, the Enemy cannot fupport the 
Charge of their Government, much lefs the Charge of the 
War, without a frequent Intercourlc with their Sctdements 
in JmerUa : If we can prevent that Intercourfe, or frequent- 
fy intercept their Returns from thence, they' mil foon be 

forced 
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forced to makfe Peace, becaaPe it will, no longer be in their Anno 14. Geo. II. 
Power to make War. I cannot thcrcfort be of Opinion, that '74o« 
we ought to be rafh in making cither our Soldiers or our Ships ^ ^ 
run their Heads againll 'tone- Walls, cfpccially in Ewofe, 
where it would be ridiculo.::, in us to think of keeping Pof- . 
fcffion of an7 Town or Harbour, after we hare taken it. But 
if our anacking Spain in Europe had been abfoluiely ncceflary, 
or if it had been the moll proper and certain Way of putting 
an End to the War, it would have been Madnefs in us to 
have expofed oui'felves to the Danger of being invaded at 
home, for the Sake of burning a few Ships, or plundering a 
few Country Villages in Spain, efpecially confidering what^ 
Combullion would have been raifed amongft us by the land'- 
ing of a few regular Troops j fur they would certainly have 
been joined by all the DifaiFedled, whofe Numbers are not, 
I bcHcve, fo defpicablc as fome People reprefent. This I 
fly, I believe j and I believe it, becaafe'it is now become a 
common Pradice for People to cloak their Difaffeftion under 
the fpccioas Pretence of being difcontented with the Con- 
duit of our public Affairs ; but if they faw a fair Opportunity, 
they would thro^r off all Difguife, and the Motives of their 
Oppofition to our AdminiftratiOn would then appear in their 
true Colours. 

I maft therefore be of Opinion, my Lords, that if Admi- 
n\ HaJdcck^s Inftruftions were laid before us, and it fhould 
fitmi thence appear, he had no Orders to attempt any thing 
againfl Spain by Land, we could not upon that Account make 
any Objcftion to them. And if his Orders were only to pro- 
tcftoor Trade and PoiTclfions in the Mediterranean^ and pre- 
vent, as much as poflible, the Enemy's fending any Supplies 
to dieir Settlements in America^ or receiving any from thenc^, 
I think there has been no fuch Mifcondod in cither of thefe 
Particulars, as Ihould prevail with your liOrdfhips to make an 
Enqahy into it, at the Rifk of preventing all future Succels 
in that Part of the World, by a Difcovery ofthofe Schemes 
that may have been concerted, and communicated to that 
Admiral for obtaining it. Some tJf our Merchant-Ships have, 
'tis true, been taken, even in the Mediterranean, but this it 
is impoffible to prevent, whilft they venture to fail without 
Ccmvoy ; and this they will do folong as there is an Inforance- 
Office in Eng/and ; for tho' fuch OfEces be a great Convehience 
to Trade, yet, I am convinced, it is the Occafion of many 
more of our Ships being taken than otherwife would, becaufc 
it encourages our Merchant- Ships to fail without Convoy; and 
as it is impoffible to clear the Seas entirely of Privacecrj, 
if you had twenty times the Number of Cruifers you have 
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AAfloi4.Geo.n.now at Sea, fomeof thofe Merchant-Ships that do vesture 
1740- to fail without Convoy, muft neceffarily be taken. 

With regard, my Lords, to the Efcape of the Spanrfi 
Squadron from CWiVe, if I have been rightly informed, it was 
entirely owing to an accidental Miftake ad to the Orders that 
were fent to our Admirals; and that (lich a Thing (hould 
happen, I am rot at all furprized i for our Sea- Commanders 
are bound to follow their Orders to flridUy and fo literally, 
that it is extremely dangerous to depart from them in the 
leafl Article, even when they fee, that by by fo doing, they 
may do fome fingular Piece of Service to their Country. A 
famous HiHorian has told us, that Sir George Rc^ reprimand- 
ed one of our Captains vtry fcverely for departing from his 
Orders, tho' by fo doing he, in a manner, fayed the Fleet of 
England, then under the Command of that Admiral. This 
m^es it impoflible to give fuch Orders or Infbru^ons at 
firfty as to require no new Explanation, when CircumfUnces 
alter, or frclh Advices arrive ; and tho' Gibraltar may per* 
haps be fecure; without having a fuperior Squadron always at 
hand, yet no one will fay, that Minorca is fo. That Illand 
lies open to an Attack, and if an Army Ihould be once landed 
upon any Part of the Ifland, a Squadron could not then pre* 
vent Portmahon, and, confequently, the Idand's being taken 
from us. We muft therefore, prevent its being pofiible to 
land an Army on the Ifland ; and four or five Ships wodd 
not have been fufHcient for this Purpofe, becaufe they could 
not fpread fo as to prevent the Enemy's dealing by them in 
the Night-time. Beildes, we were not abfolutely fecure a- 
gainft a neighbouring Power*s taking Part with Spain ; and 
their Squadron might have failed out, and might have con- 
voyed the Spanijh Fleet to Minorca^ before our Squadron at 
Gibraltar y or before Cadix^ could prevent it. 

The Efcape of the Spanijh Squadron from Cadixvrsa not, 
therefore, owing to Negled or Mifconduft, but to an Acci- 
dent which no human Power could prevent ; and its Safety at 
Ferrol, as well as its Efcape from thence, was, I believe, 
owing to another Accident of the fame Nature. Nay, diis 
I am fo fully convinced of, that I am furprized to hear oar 
ConduA in that Particular found Fault with, by any one who 
confiders how long Sir yol>n Korris, with a powerful Squa- 
dron, (which was certainly dcfigned for fomething ) was de- 
tained in the Channel by contrary Winds. 

For thefc Reafons, my Lords, l cannot ice fb much as the 
Appearance of any Mifconduft ; and without fome fuch Ap- 
]>earance, I can fee no Reafon for your enquiring into the 
lateCondudl of our public Affairs, and,, confequently, n) Rea- 
Ibn for your calling for the Papers now moted for. 

The 
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The JkktofArgyU. AnnoT4.feeo.ri. 

^' My Lords, ,740. 

Whatever may be the Qtfeftion in this Debate, it is evident, v— v— *^ 
fit)m the Oppofition made to this Motion, and a great many ^^^^ ^^ ^''lyle. 
others of the Came Nature, that there is now a much greater 
Confidence placed in Miniftcrs than formerly. We fcem now 
to form our Opinions of the Condu£b of public Affiirs by a 
fort of Faith, and not from Examination or Convi^ion t 
Nay, we fcem refolved never to examine into the Condudlof 
any public Affair, let the Appearances of Mifcondud be ever 
fo glaring ; and '^ Pollerity ihould pat as much Faith in the 
W^domand Uprightnefs ofMiniilers, as we in this Age fcem 
to do ; if our Succeflbrs here fhould allow themfelves to be 
governed by the Maxims now laid down for our Conduct 
in this Hoofe, I am fare, there will be an End of all public 
Enquiries, and confequcntly of all Parliamentary Cenfures or 
Panifhments -; unlefs, when the Miniiler gives us Leave, or 
perhaps Diredions, to enquire into the Condudt of fome un- 
lacky Wretch, who has happened to outlive the Royal or the 
MinifteriaJ Favour. 

How we in this Age come to have lb mach political Faith, 
for I do not think we have improved much in our religious, 
:I ihall not pretend to account for ; but with regard to this 
Sortof Faidi, I am afraid, my Lords, left, in a Ihort Time, 
we adopt the ancient, religious Maxim, Credo quia imfoJJihiU 
// ; I believe the Minifter to be wife and upright, becaufe it 
is impoffible he fhould be fo $ which may be the Cafe s for 
when the A^rsof t rich, powerful, and flourilhing Nation 
have, in a ihort Tra£t of Years, been brought into the ut- 
noft Confaiion, its Revenues wailed or anticipated, its Trade 
dimimlhed and oppreiTed, its People rendered uneaiy and dif« 
contented, its Allies deferted, and its Honour infulted, and 
all this without any fignal Misfortune or vifible Cauie, it is 
hardly poflible its Minifter ihould be wife and opright ; and 
yet a Gentleman far gone in our modem political Faith may 
affign thefe very £fie6ls, as Arguments for his believing the 
Minifter*s Councils to have been pradent and upright. 

I conieis, my Lords, it is very hard to account for this 
moft extraordinary Sort of Faith ; bi»t thank God I what- 
ever it may do within, it does not as yet prevail much with- 
out Doors, and its having of late Years prevailed fo much 
widiio, may perhaps proceed from our having been fo long 
widioatmaidng a ilrid Enquiry into the Conduct of any Mi- 
nifter ; for a Chief or a Prime Miniiler fbnds in {o elevated a 
Station, that many are dazzled with the Luihre of his Cha- 
rader; bat when he is once brought to the Bar of this Houfe, 
that Luftrefenerally appears to be nothing butTinfel, anA 

ilV^, 4Ea the 
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Anno i4«Geo.lJ. the Stuff and Ground- work then appears to be Ua^k^nd 
1740. horrid. This, I fay, my Lords, is generally the CaCe, when 
' a MiniUer's Conduct is fairly brought under the Emnina- 
tion of this Houfe ; but this can never happen ia tt»e to 
come, if the only Argument made ufe of agaioll tbisMouoh 
be allowed to have any Weight. ' It la very cectain, we can 
liever pretend to examine the Condud of any puUic Afeir, 
without feeing and examining all the public Papers rebtiognot 
Onlyto that Affair, but to every other public Affair that h^ aojr 
Connexion with it ; and if it ihould be received as a Miaxim for 
)our Condud in this Houfe, tliat we tavdk never call for aay Pa- 
])ers, when the Minifter or his Friends infinuate, that they con- 
tain important Seaets of State, a Difcovery whereof would be 
of infinite Preiudice ^o the Public, it is equally certain » that the 
Miniller will always oak^ ufe of this Pretence^ when he is qod« 
fciouSy that his Condudl has been fiich as cannot bear the 
Light. The Confequence is, that we muil never enquire, 
but when the Minifler has a Mind we fiioukl ; and. the Con- 
sequence of this again is, that we muftbe thciartfaeft from en- 
quiring, when there is the greacefl Occadon for an Enquiry ; 
-wheA, perhapa, the very Being of the Nation depdids upon 
a llridt and impartial Parliamentary Enquiry/ 

I ihall grant, my Lords, that an important Secret will al- 
ways be the more fafely kept, the fewer it is communicated 
to ; and I ihall likewife grant* that our calling for Papers of^ 
toy Kind might, probably, give Occa£on to the other Houfe'e 
calling for the fame ; N^y, I fhall grant farther, that if any 
lof thofe Papers contaiqed important Secrcci of' State, fuck 
Secrets might thereby come to bedifoovered ; bot, I hope, it 
will not be (aid, that they would certaiidy be difcovered, 
and I am very hr from thinking there wooid be any great 
Panger of fuch a Difcovery. However, let the Danger of 
a Diicovery be never fo great« does not every one fee» that 
this Cafe, like moft other Cafes in Politics, is attended with 
Inconveniencies of both- Sides, and we mat, aa in all other 
Cafes of the fame Nature, chufe that Side where the Incon- 
veniencies are the leaftor the feweit To fay, that this 
Houfe muil never call for any Papers, which may poffibly 
contain Secrets of State, and confequently muft ncttx enquire 
into the Gondufl of any puUic Ai&ir, wooJki be adyureft aad 
an immediate Overthrow of our happy CooilittttiQB ; On the 
other hand, to fay, that this Houfe may caU for all Papers 
neceffary for our Information, even tho' they be fuch as may 
contain Secrets of State, is attended with this Inconveiuence, 
that the Secrets of our Government xn^y thereby, peradven^ 
ture, be fometimes difcovered. Does not every one of your 
Xxirdfhifs fee the Diffurence between the Incionvenieacies 
*•• • - . ...;.' attending 
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attCBiUiig thrie two Mivpaii ? By tke fower, w€ Aibjea oar- Aimo 14.CeQ.fl. 
fflbre» M a certain Evil, aad one of the ^eateft EviU that '740. 
an befall us : By the Utter w« fubje^ ourfelves only to a ^ 
Daag^, and that Danger is inch a one as may, from former 
ExpcriflDce, be yMy called chimerical ; becaufe, tho* this 
Mudm has obtainM from the vtry Beginning of oar Conili- 
tutioOy till within thefe UA twenty VeAjs, and cho* ia Pur- 
(oaac^ of this Maxim many Papers of State have been called 
for, aed laid belore this or the other Houfe of Parliament, 
iome ol which muft be fuppofed to iiaye contained Secrets of 
the ainpft Importance, yet no Secret of State was ever 
thereby difcovered ; at Jeail it does not appear* fo far as f 
on recoiled, that ever the Nation fufiened by any fuch Dif* 
covctry/ On it therefore admit of a Doubt, which of thefe 
Maximis ought to be eftabliihed I And if the latter i&to take 
flace in all our Deliberations, I hope I (hall hear no more 
of the Secfots that nuy poi&bly be diibovered by our calling 
for Ripers, which we think neceilary ibr our Information, 
in order to enable us to enquire into the laxe Conduidt of our 
public Affiiirs. 

Your LoidAiips, I hopQf will now fee the QueiUon that 
is FeaSy be&re ycU. ' It is not, whether it would be proper 
to lay befoxe a feledl Comniittee of this Houfe, ail the Se- 
crets that relate to the Condu^ of the War ; but whether 
you ought in this Seffion of Parliament to enter upon an 
£iiqairy inK> the Condofl of the War i and when I confider 
the Hooour'and Sincerity of thofe Lortb that have declared 
their Readinefs to tutcr into fuch Enquiry, together Math the 
Weight they ib defervedly bear in this Houfe, I cannot 
ifappofe, that fuch a Q>ieilion will admit of any Difpute. 
Bot left a Scruple (hould remain with any noble Lord, whe- 
dtfr or QO we ought now to enter upon fuch an Enquiry, 
I flttll beg Leave to date the ufual Caufes of an Enquiry, 
UA the Intentions with which it ought to be undertaken 
and proceeded on. With regard to the Cfaufes, my Lords, 
«e mull canefiilly diftinguiih between an Enquiry, and a 
dircd Impeachment or Accufation ; for tho' Impeachments 
ge&aally comrfrom the other Houfe, yet your Lordihips all 
kaow, that tny one of you has a Right to rife up in h^ 
iMaoe and impeach any Man concerned in the Adiminiftra* 
tion, or any Lord in this Houfe, of High Treason, or high 
CeiBes aad Mildemeanors ; but fuch an Accufation muft al^ 
ways be foomled upon feme paxticiilar Fa^ then fet forth, 
and Proof offered to be prodnccd. This I (ay, my Loixis, 
is the C§h, with regaid to a diredt Impeachment or Ac-' 
cdation , but then with regard to an Enquiry, k is always 
founded upon general Murmurs, general Sunni(iB5» or the 

general 
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ABoof4Ceo4I. general Appctrtncc of Things. When the People In gne- 
'^^^ ^ ral murmur againft the Meafures of an Adminiftrationy or 
when the Ai&irs of the Nation feem» without any vifible 
Caufe, to be in a bad Situation, or when any partkalar 
AfFair feems to have been miicondu^ed or neglefled, there 
is in every one of thefe Cafes a fufficientCaufe for a parlia- 
mentary Enquiry into the Conduct of our Miniilers i and 
Gonfequently. when thefe three concur, I will a£Erm, that 
whilft we £t here, we are deficient in our Duty to our 
Country, our Sovereign, and ourfclves, if we do not en. 

Suire ilriflly and impartially into the X)ondtt& of our pub- 
c Affairs. 

That this is the Cafe at prefent, muft, I think, be grant- 
ed by every Lord who knows any thing of the Temper of 
the People without doors, ks^ the prefent melancholy State 
of Affairs both abroad and at home, or of what we might 
And ought to have done in the War we are now engaged in. 
The People, my Lords, have long murmured againfl the 
Meafures of the Adrainiibation : Tl^y murmured againft their 
Meafures in Time of Peace ; they now, with equal Reafon, 
murmur againft their Meafures in Time of War ; and as to 
the State of our Affairs both at home and abroad, I will 
venture lo fay, they were never in fuch an unlucky or daa- 
gerous Situation ; for which I (hall grant there may be fe- 
veral Caufes affigned, but they are all fuch as have derived 
their Origin from the late weak Councils of thb Nation. 
Then with refpedl to the War, it has, I think, been mif- 
condu6ted or negleded in every Part of the World, and 
particularly in that Part which the Papers now called ibr re- 
late to. 

It is furprizing, my Lords, to confider, that this Nation 
has been put to the Expence of maintaining a powerful Squa- 
dron in the Mtdherranean for two Years and a half, witL- 
out attempting any thing againft the Enemy. This Squa- 
dron, I know, was at firft (en$ out upon that ridiculous Pre- 
tence of giyin^ Weight to our Negotiations ; and accor- 
dingly when the Convention was conctuded, there were Or* 
ders fent for its returning home ; but when our Miniftersfaw 
the Reception their Convention met with from the NatiM 
in general, th^ thought it neceflary f)r their own Safety to 
countermand thole Orders ; yet ftill our Squadron was to lie 
there as an ufeleis Burden upon this Nation, and a harmlefi 
Neighbour to Stain ; and thus it continued even after our 
JDecTaration of War ; for, except the taking of two or three 
Ships, and a few Barks, that Squadron has done no manner 
of Hurt to the Enemy, nor fo much as attempted to do them 
any maimer of Hurt; 

a Th^ 
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Thk &q>rizkig InafUvityy my Lords, cannot be' imputed Aiiaoi4^eo. If; 
to the Gentleman who commands that Squadron. From the '74<^' 
known Charader of Admiral Haddock we muft fuppofe, not *^ 
only that he had no Orders to make any Attempt againft the 
Enemy at Land, but that he had exprefs Orders to the con- 
trary ; for tho* he was not provided with a proper Force £ot 
a^Dg o&nfively, yet he might have done fomething with 
his :>hips and Seamen alone, and without any Land -Force. 
Had he, indeed, been provided with but 1500 Land-For- 
ces, he might have landed and laid wafle many Parts of 
the open Country, and would have kept the whole CoaJb of 
SfatM in a continual Terror, which would have contributed 
towards retrieving our Charader abroad, and towards ma- 
king the Enemy Toon tired of the War. But inHead of this, 
we have never yet fcnt any Force to that Admiral, for en- 
abling him to undertake any Expedition againU the Enemy ; 
and hdw can we fuppofe, that he has Orders for undertaking 
any fecret Expedition, when he is no way provided with 
what is neceifary for that Purpofe ? 

My Lords, I am from hence fully convinced, that, if Ad- 
miral HaddocA^s Inftrudions were not communicated to his 
Majeily's Cabinet- Council, it was not becaufe of the Danger 
of their being difcovered to the Enemy, but becaufe of the 
Danger of t^ir being difcovered to this Houfe, or, per- 
haps, difapproved of by a Majority of thofe who had the 
Honour to be of his Majefty^s Council ; for we are not to 
fuppofe, that every public Meafurc is approved of by them, 
becaufe we have fometimes in this Nation a Cabinet-Council 
above that of the King^s, in Power, tho^ not in Charadler. 
Whim the Duke of Buckingham was Prime Minifler to King 
Charles L he had a Cabinet- Council of his own, a feled 
Number of his own Creatures and Tools, where every thing 
was refolved on before its being laid before the King*s Ca- 
bmet Council. It was brought there only for Form's Sake, 
aod Care was taken not to have any one there, that would 
ferioufly and ftedMly dare to oppofe any thing that had been 
refolved on by the Cabinet-Council of the Prime Minifler. ^ 

1 know, my Lords, I do not fpeak properly, when, ia 
talking of what happened in King Charles I*s Time, I make 
ufe of the Term Cabinet- Council, becaufe it is a Term of a 
much later Date ; for in thofe Days, befides this Houie, the 
King had no other Council, but that which we Aill call the 
Privy Council, and of that Council there was always a Com- 
mittee appointed to confider and take Care of foreign Af- 
fairs ; but the Refolutions of that Committee were not car- 
ried into Execution, till they were approved of by the Pri- 
vy Council : In that Council there thtn fat feveral great Of- 
ficers, 
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Annoi4.0«o. II. ficcrs, fuch as the Lord High Trcafurer, the Lord HigTi Ad- 
" ^^- ^ miral, and others, who by their Birth and Quality, as well 
as by the Importance of the Pofh they enjoyed, added Weight 
and I>ig\iity to the Council of which they were Membiers i 
but theic high Offices are now fpiit into Commiffions, and 
fometimes granted to Men who have neither Birth, Quality, 
nor Chara&r, which is not done for the Sake of di^psLtching 
fiufineis, (for every one knows, the whole Buiinef3 of the 
Office is now chiefly dire^ed by one, in the fame Manner it 
was formerly) but for the Sake of multiplying Salaries and 
gjtining Votes. This has very much derogated f5-om the 
Authority of that AiTembly, and is, I believe; the chief 
Caafe of their Power behig now almoft entirely ufurped and 
exercifed by what is called the Cabinet-Council i bat even 
what we now call the Cabinet-Coancil has not always the 
Power or Influence they feem to have ; for when any one 
Minifter happens to get the fole Diredion of all poblic Af- 
fairs, the other Members of the Cabinet-Council, or atleaft 
the Majority of them, ferve only to give a Sort of Attthd- 
rity to what the Minifter has been pleafed to refolve on. 

Whether the Inftrudtions given to Admiral Haddock were 
drawn np by the Advice of his Majefly^s Cabinet-Council, 
or by the Advice of one fole Minifter, I ihall not determine i 
but this I will fay, it is impoflible they can contain Secrets 
relating to any important Expedition againft the Enemy, be^ 
caaic he was not, nor is yet provided with a proper Force 
for fach an Expedition ; and I think it hanily poffible to 
fuppofe, they contain any Diredions aboat fecret Intelli. 
gence, or about carrying on a Correfpondence with any Per- 
Ibns in Sfinn ; for, 1 think, it is plain, that neither our Mi- 
nifters here, nor our Admiral there, had any fecret InteUi- 
gence, otherwife the Bpanijb Squadron could never have 
made its Efcape, flrft from Cadi%^ and next from ferri^l^ with- 
out our having any Squadron in the Wav to intercept it. 
I really do not know what the noble Lora meant by giving 
our Admiral DirefHoHs how to get Intelligence about the 
£nemy*s Deiigns againft our PoiTelfions, or our TVade In the 
Mediterranean^ became I cannot fuggeft to myielf any De- 
figns they could f6rm againft either, which might not hate 
been eafdy prevented without our being at dne Shilling Ex- 
pence for fecret Intelligence. With regard to Gihrahdr^ they 
could form no dangerous Defign againft it, becaafe I really 
take it to be impregnable. There are but mod Ways of 
taking it from us, that is, by Treachery or by Starving. A- • 
gainft the.firft, the moft proper Way to provide, is b/ this 
Houfe^s having always a watchful and a ftrifl Eye over the 
Conduft of oar Minifters j and ag.iinft the bft, we may cafi* 
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ly provide, for furcly it is cafy for us to hare always three Anno i4.Geo.U. 
or fix Months Provifions in the Place, and in that Time we '740' 
(bli always have an Opportunity to fend a Squadron from 
Englanii for its Relief; for in order to take it by Starving, it 
muft be bloclcM up by Sea as well as by Land. 

With regard to Pcrf^Mahn, indeed, I fhall grant it may 
be taken by a Siege, if the Enemy (hould cnce land a faffi- 
cient Army in the Ifland for that Purpofe i but then, if we 
have a Sqaadronr in thofe Seas, they mufl fend at once not 
only Ammunition and all other Things neceilary for 'the 
Siege, but they mtifl alfo fend Provifions for fubfiAing their 
Army during the Sirgei for tho* their Army (hould by 
Stealth, or by Accident, get into the IHand, they could ex* 
fed no Supply of Provifions after our Squadron cime up tp 
prevent it. My Lords, if we confider thefe Difficulties: If 
we confider that the Sfania.'ds mufl land at lead io,coo Men 
to conquer the Ifland of Minorca : That this Army mufl car- 
ry every thing, even Provifions along with them : That 
their Fleet for tranfporting this Army might be intercepted 
ia ito Pli&ge by our Men of War : That, even after their 
landing, a brisk Attack from the Seamen of a powerful Squa- 
dron, affiled by a Sally from the Garifon^ might ruin their 
whole Army, and df Courfe make them all Prifoners of 
War : I fay, i( we confider thefe Things, our Fears about 
Minorca Will appear as chimerical as our Fears of an Invaii- 
on at home. This, indeed, has been the Bane of our Con* 
dad daring the whole Courfe of this War : By chimerical 
Apprebenfions and mere Phantoms^ we have been diverted 
/rooi profecuting the War in the Manner we ought to have 
done. The Spaniards^ I believe, were fenfible cf our Ti- 
midity, or, perhaps, J^ Diredions from hence: They 
made a Feint as if th^ intended to invade us at home : 
They made a Feint as if they intended to invade Minorca : I 
have not fo much as a Sufpicion they were ferious in either^ 
and yet in both they fucceeded in what was their re|il Yitvf. 
Bythie firfl they prevented our fending any Land-Force to the 
Wefi'htdies at the Beginning of the War: By the fecood they 
drew our Squadron away from Gibraltar^ and by that Means 
their Squadron got fkfe from Cadix, 

But fuppofe« my Lords, we had thought, that their De- 
fi^ againll Minorca was real, and fuppofe they had afifem- 
bled a fuificient Army in Majorca^ with a Train of batter- 
ing Cannon, Mortars,. Bombs, Ammunition, and every Thing 
ncceflkry for « Siege, together with Provifions for fublifting 
their Army during that Siege, which, I am fure, was very 
iax from being the Cafe^ wiiat Occafion had we to fend our 
4 F chief 
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Anno M.Geo.Il. chief Admiral with • Squadifoa to prevent their Defign? 
1740. ^ We knew, they had not (o much as one Man of War to 
convoy their TranTports ; three or four Men of War there- 
fore would have been fufficient to pevent their daring to pat 
to Sea, or to diiperfe their Fleets of Transport, and fink or 
take a great aany of them, if they did. To tell as, that 
A Fleet fufficient for tranfporting 10 or 12,000 Men mig^t 
have ftok by our Men of War in the Night-Time, or in a 
Fog, is very furprizing, efpedally as we knew the Port 
fnom which they were to fail, and the very Point to whidi 
they were to dire£l their Coorfe ) for the Ifland of Minorca 
may juttly be called a Point in the Terms ufoiil at Sea« 
Our Meafures in the Profecution of this War are really pro- 
voking } but I muft fay, mj Lords, it is dill more provok- 
ing, to hear fuch Arguments made ufe of in Vindicatioa of 
fwch Meafures. 

Our chief Admiral being thus gone from Gihraltar as well 
as Cadix^ and an inferior Admiral left there, we are next 
iold, the Cadiz Squadron efcaped from thence to Verrol^ by 
an accidental Miftake with refped to fome frefh Orders fent 
from hence. This, 1 know, my Lords, Inay very well be ; 
for our Orders and Inftru^tions are generally {o perpIexM, 
that a Miftake niay very probably happen. In Trtmce^ their 
Orders to their Genends and Admirals are always ib plain 
aind explicit, that they cannot be mifunderllood ; but vbl 
this Country* our Orders to our Commanden, both by Sea 
and Land, ^re generally drawn up with a View to the Safety 
of our Minifters, let what will happen : For this Reafon* 
fome doubtful Expreffions are ufually made ufe of« or fuch 
as will bear a double Meaning. If our Cbmmander fuccceds 
in any Expedition, our Minifters th|^ plume themfelves in 
the Succefs } it was owing to the Wifdom of their Inftrudi- 
cns ; but if our Commander £uls in the Attempt, our Mini-" 
fters then cry, he miflook his Orders, tho* the ill Sacccfi 
was perhaps entirely owing to fome Blunder or Failure on 
their Part. This was the Cafe, I believe, with regard to 
i^dmiral Virmn ; I believe his Orders were very ambiguous i 
even he himielf feemed to think fo : Had he &iled in his 
Attempt upon Fwto Belio^ our Minifters, I am convinced, 
would have accufed him of a rafh Miftake, and would have 
denied their having given him Orders to make any fuch At* 
tempt, though, if he had failed, his ill Succefs would cer- 
tainly have been owing to their not having provided him 
with a proper Force. This is now the Cafe with regard to 
Admiral HaddxJi : The Sfanrjb Squadron made their Efcape, 
and therefore, this Efcape muft now be imputed to an acci* 

dental 
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dental Mifbkc with rcfpea to Orders. My Lords, if there Anno 14.Gco.II. 

was any Millake, let us fee where that Millake lies ; let us 1740' 

fee whether it was not a Miftake, that can admit of no Ex- 

cafe. Jf it was, I am convinced, it was not the Admiral's ; 

for Admiral Hadiock is known to be fo much Mailer of his 

Boiiaefi, that he could not be guilty of a grofs Millake ; 

and as little can it be fufpe6led to have been the Miiiake of 

the other Admiral left at Giira&ar, whofe Experience and 

Condud have, upon former Occafions, been fnfficiently ma« 

nlfeHed. 

As for what has been mentioned in relation to Admiral 
Reok, we know, my Lords, the Hiftory from which it was 
taken. Ic b a Story of fiifhop Bumefi in his Hiftory of his 
own Times, and thofe who have fat in this Houfe with that 
Prelate maft know, he was a very credulous, weak Man. I 
remember him, my Lords, in this Houfe^ and J likewife 
remember, that my Lord HalUfax^ my Lord Samtrs, and hjs 
other Friends in the Houfe, were always in a Terror when 
he fofe up to ^peak, left he fliould injure their Caufe by fome 
Blunder. With regard to what he fays againft Admiral 
Rook^ I know I have heard it from thofe that were prefent, 
that th« greateft Part of it is a downright Lie : The Bifhop, 
it is weu known, was no Friend to that Admiral ; and 
^refore he ea£]y gave Credit, as he generally did in like 
Cafes, to every malicious Story he heara againft him. 

Bat this, my I^ords, does not fignify much with refped 
^0 the Queftion now before us : I took notice of it only in 
order to vindicate that AdmiraTs CharaAer from the mali- 
cious Stories the Bifhop has recorded againft. him. I wifh 
we had prosecuted this War with as much Wifdom and Vi- 
{oor as we did the War we were engaged in, when that Ad" 
miral commanded our Squadrons. We then attacked the 
Enemy both by Land and Sea ; we attacked them in every 
Part with Vigour, and generally with Succefs s we under- 
took many Expeditions ; our Orders to our Admirab then 
certainly contained many important Secrets, yet, during 
the Continuance of that War, leveral parliamentary Enqui* 
ries were fet on jF'oot, both into the Condud of particular 
Admirals, and into the Condu£l of the Admiralty- Board in 
general. For that Purpofc, many Papers were called for, no 
npers were ever refufed that wer^B called for, and yet we do 
not find, that any of the Secrets of our Government were ever 
thereby difcovered to the Enemy. What then ihouM make us 
{bmuch afraid now of difcovering the Secrets of our Govern- 
ment ? I>oes this Houfe, or does the other Houfe now de- 
fenre Ic^ Confidence from our ^|[iniiters, than vtx the late 
4F2 Warf 
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Anno i4.Gco.n, War? My Lords, I am convinced, the Oppqiition to thw 
>» 1740. and all inch Motions does not proceed from any Apprehen- 

fion, left the Secrets t>f our Government ftiould be'difcovcrcd 
to the Enemy, but from an Apprehenfion, left this Houfe 
and the Nation ihould diCcover, that our Government have 
no Secrets relating to the Profecution of the War, or per- 
haps that our Minifters have given fuch Orders, as muft pre- 
vent its being profecuted with £fte^. 

From what I have faid, my Lords, there muft, I think, 
arifc fome very ftronjg Sufpicions, that the War has been 
mifconduQcjd or negledted j and if this be a Motive for an 
Enquiry ; if a moft general Murmur among the People be a 
- Motive for an Enquiry ; if a moft melancholy State of Ai&irs 
be a Motive for an Enquiry ; if thefe three Motives united 
together can or ought to prevail with us to enquire into the 
late Condudl of our public Affairs j then, I fay, it is now 
abfolutely necefLry for us to enter upon that Enquiry ; and 
if this be necefiary, there can be no Queftion about calling 
for the Papers now moved for, becaufe whatever Secrets 
they may contain, we muft have them, we muft (ee them, 
we muft examine them, either in the Houfe, or by a Com- 
mittee, before we can enter upon fuch an Enquiry. There- 
fore, if this Motion be difagreed to by a Majority, I fliall 
conclude, that your Lordihips are againft any Enquiry, in 
which Cafe I ihall condole with my Country upon the dil- 
mal Profped of its Affairs ; for, I think, it is evident, that 
our Operations of War are under the Influence of the fame 
puiillanimous Spirit, which influenced our late Negotiations 
for Peace i and if your Lordfhips are refolved to allow the 
lame Spirit 10 continue its baneful Influence, I ftiall exped 
to fee the former as tedious and fruitlefs as the latter ; but 
the EfFedls will be much more fatal ; for during our peace- 
able Negotiation, the Nation was at no great extraordinar)' 
£xpence, and our Trade fufFered only in one Branch ; but 
now the Nation is loaded with a monftrous Expence, and 
our Trade fuffers in every Part, which muft exhauft us fo cf- 
fedually, that in a ftiort Time, inftead of attacking the 
Enemy, we fhall be in no Condition to defend oorfelves. 
' This difmal EiFed, I hope, your Lordftiips will endeavour 
to prevent : I hope you will, by a ftrid Enquiry, endeavour 
to remove that Influence which clogs the Wheels of all our 
warlike Operations ; and this ought to be the chief Intention 
of your Enquiry. There may be (bme guilty Perfbns amORgft 
lu, but their Puniftiment is of little Confideration, when 
compared wiih the impending Ruin of the Nation : The a- 
verting of this ought to be our principal Aim ; and for this 
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Ptirpofe, we ought to interpofe with our moft fineere Advice asuio i4.Geoai. 

to our 'Sovereign, which we cannot pretend to do, without 1740. 

firft making ourfelves acquainted with the late ConduA, and ^. r^r J 

the prefent State of our public AfFtirs. We have too long 

pat an implicit Faith in the Conduct of our Miniilers : The 

£fie£b ttay now convince us, we have been in the wrong. 

The dangerous State of the Affairs of Europe, the unlucky 

State of the AfBiirs of this Nation, muft convince us, that 

if the late Condud of our Minifter has not been wicked, 

it has at lead been onwife. For many Years he gave us 

a Sample oif his Dexterity in managing foreign Negotiations; 

he has now ^iven us a Sample of his Dexterity in managing 

a War; I do not think we have great Reafbn to applaud 

his Dexterity in either. By negotiating Alliances with all 

die Powers of Europe round, we at laft left oorfelves with- 

OQt one Friend or Ally in the World : By negotiating with 

Bfain ifbr a Peace, we blundered gurielves, into a War : 'By 

an improdent Profecution of that War, we may blunder 

ouiielves into inevitable Ruin. We are now upon the Brink. 

of a Precipice : Shall we fliU keep our Eyes fhut, and truft 

oar Retreat to the Guidance of him» who inadvertently, I 

ihaU not fay defignedly, brought us into the Danger ? I am 

iiire, my Lords, I fhall not, if I can by any means avoid 

it, and therefore I muft be for agreeing with the noble Lord 

in his Motion. 

The Lord Chancellor. 
My Lords, 

Though 1 may perhaps have a greater Confidence inX^rdC^cel' 
the Co^ud of our Minillers, than the noble Duke thatlo^. 
fpoke laft, yet I do not form my Opinion, in any Que* 
ftion of a political Nature, by a Sort of Faith, bnt by 
Enqniry and Convidion. If I allowed myfelf to be go- 
verned by a Faith in what any Man fays, I am fure, 
with regard to my Opinion of the Condna of the preient 
War, I fhould as readily put a Faith in what the noble 
Doke •fays of it, as in what can be faid of it by any 
other Man in the Kingdom ; but in all Cafes that come 
before this Houfe, 1 think myfelf oblig^, both in Ho- 
nour and Confcience, to depend upon my own Judgment 
alone, weak as it i$> and according to that to regulate my 
i^havxour here. It Is, I confers, my Lords, a very great 
Misfortune to thofe concerned in the Adminiftration, to 
have the noble Duke's Opinion againft their ConduA in the 
War, becanfe his Grace's Experience in military Aifairs, 
and his CharaAer in the World, muft of courfe contribute 
a great deal towards giving People a Pre jadice againft thp 
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Aabo t4.GeoJI. Meafores of ear Aclittnuflratio& : But as every Lord ia thii 
1740- Houfe is obliged carefully to guard againfl his being pre- 
^ judiced by the Opinion of another, I have withoat Pre- 
judice or Favour examined ilridtly, and confidered mature- 
ly, every Step of oar Condudl unce the War began s and 
npon the niceft Scrutiny, I am fully convinced, that every 
Step we have taken was the moft prudent that could be 
taken in the Circumfbuicea we were then In, and chat no- 
thing has been omitted or negleded, which we could in 
Pruc&nce, or with any View of Succeis. refohe to under- 
take. This, my Loras, is my Opinion, and, I believe, it 
would be thoroughly confirmed by an impartial Enquiry into 
the Condttd of oar Mimflers : By fuch an Enqaiiy they 
would be jufbfied ; but, my Lords, by fuch an Enquiry at 
this Time, the Nation might, probably, be ruined 1 and 
therefore, though I fliall be as ready as any Lord in this 
Houie to enter upon an inquiry, when a ieafonable Op 
portunity oftrs, yet at uus Time I cannot help declanng 
againft it. 

The noble Duke was pleafed to fay, that in moft Qgefti- 
ons of a political Nature there are Inconveniencies of both 
Sides, and we ought to chufe that Side, which is attended 
with the leaft or 5ic feweft Inconveniencies. I ihall admit, 
that the Queftion now before us is a Queftion of this Na- 
ture : There is on each Side a Danger to be appreheixl- 
ed, and every Lord ought, I hope ercry Lord will chafe 
that Side, which he thinks lead expofes die Nation to Dan* 
ger. By having the Papers now moved for, laid before this 
Houfe, it is granted by all, that we fliall expofe the Na- 
tion to the I^ger of having its Secrets divulged to the 
Enemy: By refming to call for thefe Papers, and comfe* . 
quently deferring an Enquiry into the Condufl of the War^ 
it is faid, by the Lords who fpoke in Favour of this Mo- 
tion, and by them only, that we ihaU expofe the Nation 
to the Danger of having the War continued to be condo^* 
ed by thole, who have already Qiewn, thu they have 
neither Wifdom, Skill, norCoun^e, to tondu£t it in a pro. 
per and elfedual Manner. Of thefe twoDangq^ I fhafl readi- 
ly grant, that the hH is the greateH ; but I cannot agree witii 
the noble Lords in thinking, that there is any fuch Dan- 
ger ; for if the War has hitherto been conduced with aH 
pofTible Wifdom and Vigour, the Nation can then be expo- 
fed to np Danger, by having the future Conduct of it con- 
tinued in the ume Hands. 

Thus your Lordihips muft fee, that the Queftion now 
before us turns entirely opon the Opimon each Lord may 
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fenn to Umlelf of our paft CcmduA in the War. ThoreAnno24«Oeo.TT. 
who think, diat oor Cbndaft hitherto has been exceffivel^ ^ 1740. 
bad, will, I believe, give their Opinion upon the Affirma- 
tire Side of this Quemon 1 and thofe who think otherwife, 
maft certainly declare themfehres for the Negative. Bat» 
my Lords, I muft obferve, that no Lord oaght to declare 
for the Affirmative, tinlefs he be folly and clearly convinced^ 
that oor Condod has been exceffively bad ; becaofe this 
Qocftion, if agreed to, will in its Confeqoences expoie the 
Nation to two ytxy great Dangers : One of the two I have 
mentioned already, which is that of having the Secrets of 
oar Government difclofed to the Enemy: This Danger, 
whatever others may think, is, in my Opinion, almoft on- 
avoidable ; for I think, it is hardly poffibie to conceal what 
is commonicated to two fnch nomeroos Afiemblies, as this 
and die other Hoofe of Parliament ; and tboogh we ihoold 
both name fele^ Committees, yet every thine moft be com* 
monicated by that Committee to the whole Hoofe, that 
may be intended as a Foondation for the Opinion, Deter- 
mination, or Refolntion of the whole Hoofe ; for forely it 
coold not be expeded, that the Hoofe woold, opon the 
Report, agree to the Refolotions of their Committee, with- 
out being made acqoainted with every FaA, and feeing 
every Paper opon which thofe Refolotions were foonded. 

I do not at all wonder, my Lords, at oor Hiftorians not 
having complained of the Secrets of oor Government having 
been difcovered to the Enemy, or of the Nation's fuffering 
by fiich Difcoveries, becaofe, thoogh we have had many 
Parliamentary Enquiries, yet thofe EnqoiHes have general- 
ly been into the Cbndoft and Management of fome parti- 
cular Per(bn, or of (bme particolar Ai&ir, and were never fet 
00 Foot, till the Ai&ir was qoite over, which was to be en- 
quired into. Of this Natore were all the Ea^oiries daring 
tiie Continoance of the two late Wan : That m relation to 
Admiral Rufel was fet on Foot at his own Defire, which he 
was prompted to by fome Reflexions thrown oot againft his 
Cbndod, oponthe Motion for retoming him Thanks. It re- 
lated to a particolar Affair only, and was not fet on Foot till af- 
ter the Alnir was over ; fo that if there were any Secrets in the 
Papers relating to it, they were foch as coold be of no Ad- 
vantage to the Enemy, nor of any Prejodice to this Nation* 
That againfl Admiral Rook was likewife an Enqoiry into a 
particnhr Affair, and into that particolar Admirars Cbndodt 
with regard to that Affair ; and it was not fet on Foot, till 
long after the Affair was over. As to the general Enqoiry 
tlut was made, during the lall War, into the Condodt of 

the 
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Aj1n014.GeaII.the Admiralt/^Boardy; your Lorcffliips all knoitr, it' was fee 
1740. on Foot on a Complaint of the Merchants againft that Board/ 
C/'W*^^ and it related only to the Meafures they had taken for pro- 
te^ing our Trade by Cruifers and Convoys, which could 
contain no Secrets that could be of any Advantage to the 
Enemy, becaufe the Meafures taken for protedUng our 
Trade mail be in a perpetual Courfe of Fludhiationy accord- 
ing as Accidents happen, Occaiions require, or Advices 
arrive. 

From hence, my Lords, it is plain, that none of the 
Parliamentary Enquiries fet on Foot during the Wars in 
King kf'illiam and Queen Anni^ Time, can be brought as 
a Precedent for the Enquiry now propofed ; nor can it be 
faid, that any of them .were fo much as liable to theObjedi- 
on of being attended with the Danger of difcovering the 
Secrets of our Government to the Enemy. But befides this, 
my Lords, an Enquiry into the late Condud of our public 
A^airs would be attended with another Danger, which in its 
Confequences might be extremely pernicious to the Nation ; 
I mean that of creating a Breach between his Majeiiy and 
his Parliament. We Imow how apt People are to find fault 
with thofe placed in Authority over them^ and how ready 
they are to aggravate the inevitable Mistakes or human 
• Frailties of a Minider: This is theReafon, that, when a 
Miniiler*s Condu£l comes under the Inquifition of Parliameot, 
he feldom gets off without a Cenfure. Though our pre(<cnt 
Miniflers are, I believe, as free from Faults as any Minifters 
ever were, yet one does not know, what might be the 
Confequence of a parliamentary Enquiry. With regard to 
fome of them, the Enquiry might end in a Cenfure, and the 
Confequence of this would be an Addrefs to his Majefty to 
remove them : Perhaps his Majefty might not be of the 
fame Opinion with his Parliament; for, in this Cafe, I hope 
it will be allovied, he has a Right to judge for himfelf. 
Perhaps he might not think his Miniflers deferved Cenfure, 
though his Parliament did ; and if he thought fb, he would 
probably refufe to remove them. On the other hand, the 
Parliament would probably infill upon their Requefl being 
complied with; and this might at lail produce a total Breach' 
between King and Parliament, which would be one of the 
moft unlucky Accidents that could happen to this Nation in 
its prefentCircum fiances. 

Having thus, I hope, fet in a clear and a true Light the 

Dangers that attend our enquiring into the late Condu& of 

our public Affairs, and calling for all the Papers, and all 

;he Lights that may be neceilary for that Purpoie, I hope, 
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your Lordlhipt will think, we ought not wantonly, and Ajm014.Qeo.Il* 
W]th<mt a Ycryfofficknt Caufe, to expoTe our Country to ' 74o^ 
tbefc Dangers ; and therefore, I think, every. Lord that is 
to give kjs Vote in Favour of this Queilion, ought to be 
fiilly convinced from his own Knowledge, and according to 
his own Judgment, that the War has been hitherto moft 
egregioofly ill condu^ied ; and that it is impoffible to ex- 
ped any Succefi, whilft it remains under the fame Sort of 
Management. As I have no Experience in warlike Afiairs ; 
as I uiow nothing of them, but what I have learned from 
Readmg and ConveHation, I fhall not pretend to account 
for our not attempting to attack the Enemy at Land in 
Europe : AH I can fay is, that we never got much by any 
foch Attack, and therefore, unlefs we could have expelled 
to meet with the Plunder of fome Galleons, as we did at 
yig9j or fixne fuch Booty, I think no Advantage we could 
have propofed to reap l^ fuch an Attack, would have 
qoaled the Riik and Expence. And as to the WeJUnMes^- 
we have now fent a Force thither, from which we have all 
the Realbn in the World to expeft great national Advan- 
uges, and which will, I hope, foon compel the Enemy to 
fubmit to reafonable Terms. We might, perhaps, have 
done mcffc againft the Enemy, both in Enrofi and America^ 
than we have done ; but I am very fure, I cannot poiicively 
iay fo : This may, mdeed, proceed from my Ignorance in 
warlike Al&irs; but, my Lords, this very Ignorance is a 
good Reaibn for my giving my Negative to this Qoeilion, 
becaufe neither I, nor any Lord in this Houfe, ought to 
cxpofe hk Country to Dangen, which he clearly forefeet 
for the Sake4>f avoiding a Danger, which he cannot forefee 
or comprehend. 

Bat, my Lords, tho^ I have no Experience, and very 
Utde Knowledge in warlike Affairs, yet I have fome Know- 
ledge in Hiftory, and when I compare what has been done 
in the prefent War, with what was done in the former 
Wan which we have been engaged in againU ^fain^ I can- 
not much complain of our InaAion either in Europe or Anu- 
riea. In Qscen Elixabeih'% Time, tho' the War againft 
Spain hmn in 158^, and lailed till that Queen^s Death in 
1603, v^ch was 1 7 Years, yet in all that Time there were 
hot thite or foar Expeditions of Confequence undertaken 
againft the Enemy, either in Spain or the Imliet ; and tho* 
the private Adventnren got fometimes arichfiooty, yet the 
Nation never reaped any Advantage, nor kept Po^effion of 
any one Place thqr had the good Fortune to Uke. Again, 
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^iiiiof4Ceo.U.in Ollvtr Crmwiir% Time, tko' the ^Wt tpixA Sf^h^ 
i74<>* gan in i6c4» and continued till his Death in i65JB» yet no 
■■ ' one Expeaition was undertaken, or, I believe, fo much as 
thought of, againft any of the Dominions of Spaht^ accept 
that one Expedition by which the War was b^ti, and by 
which we got and kept the Ifland of J arnica in die Wifi- 
InMes ; fo that in the main it cannot, I think, be faid, that 
we have been lefs adive in the present War^ than we were 
in that begun by Qgoen E/izaSitA, or in that be^a by OH- 
a/er Oromwelli and, I believe, neither Qotfen Rli»ti€ih\ 
nor Oli^ir CrotmveWi Government will be accufed either of 
Want of Wifdom, or Want of Vigour. 

I do not therefore think, my Lords* that there has been 
any fuch Mifconduft or Negligence in tho Profecutiott of the 
War, as can afford any, r^onaUe Caufe for this Hoafe to 
fet on Foot fuch a general Enquiry as feems to be the Inten- 
tion of this Motion ; and as to the other Caofit mention- 
ed by the noble Duke, for prevailing with ua to eniter npon 
fuch, an Enquiry, they cannot, I thmk, when rightly con- 
fidered, have any Weight. The prefent unlucky Situatkm 
of the Affairs of Europe, is evidently owing to the Death of 
the Emperor ; and the Situation of our Afiairs at home can 
no way be laid to be unlucky, otherwife than as we may be 
involved in the Misfortunes that may refUlt from that unlucky 
Accident. As for the Murmurs or Clamours widiout Doors, 
they can never of themfelves be a fufficient Caufe for aa En- 
quiry, efpecially with regard to our Condudin time of War; 
for in every War there will be fuch Murmurs. In the b& 
glorious War, notwithfbmding our repeated and cdntimied 
SuccefTes, there were Murmurs againU the ConduA of the 
War, and thofe Murmurs were, I believe, as general as they 
are againft our Condud in the prefent. But, my Lords, 
when we talk of the Murmqrs and Clamours without Doon, 
we ought to reflet on the many falfe, feditioos, and (curri- 
lous Libels that are daily publiQied againU his Majefty and 
his Government, as weU as againfl the Meafufos of the Ad- 
mioiHration. It is to thefe chiefly, that all the Clanioarsand 
Difcontents of the People are moft properly to be imputed. 
By thefe Libeb his Majeliy*s Government is tradu^ ; and 
every Meafure that can be purfued by the Admmiflratioa 
mifreprefented i and as the People are always mpitt apt to 
find fault with, than to applaud or jufUfy the'Coudu^ of 
their Superiors, they fwallow greedily, and believe impli* 
dtly, the Falfhoods and Mifreprefentations contaioed 'm thefe 
Libels^ while at the fame time they yield no Attention^ or, 
» perhaps. 
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|)fr1wpi, will not be it the Pains to perafe, what ii wrote Anno 14. Geo.It 
in Favoar of the G^veminent of their Country, 'luercfore, 1740- 
if yow Lordihips have a Mind to enquire into any Thing, ^-•«*'V'**^ 
diM ia BO Sobje^t more proper or necefikry for your Consi- 
deration, than an Enquiry into the Authors and Publifliera 
of tbde Libels, and the moft efiedual Method for putting a 
Stop CD this growing Evil. 

8acb as Enquiry as chis^ my Lords, could expoie our 
CoiBierf to no Banger^ but might lay a Foundation for our 
Tfanquillity in all Time to come : Whereas an Enquiry 
into the Gondofl of a War, JUigrante Bdloy mull always be 
attended with great Danger, by rendering in a manner pub- 
lic, all the Meafoxes chat have been taken, and all the Mea- 
fnres that hav« been concerted,' either for diftreifing the Ene- 
my, or defendmg ourfelves : Nor is it, my Lords, anyway 
i n cottift en t with the Dignity of this Aflembly to fuppofe, 
tbat what is once laid before us muft foon be made public, 
efpectally whtUl yon admit fo many Strangers to be prefent 
at all your Debates. This, my Lords, is really inconiiflent 
with the Dignity of this AiTembly : You depart from your 
andent Dignity, when you admit of fuch an Audience % and 
the Misfortune which neoefSirily attends it is, that what is 
iaid or done in this Hoofe, is too often made a Handle of, for 
inflaming the Mmds of the People, and for raifing thofe Cla- 
moors and Difcontents without Doors, which are afterwards 
made uie of as Arguments for influencing our Proceedings 
within ; bfffc fuch /^guments I (hall never allow to have any 
Weight with me ; and as they feem to be the chief Argu* 
menu in Favour of this Motion, I moil therefore declare 
myfelf againft it. 

tMldi Oefterfald. 

My Lords, 

I diftr fo widely fix>m thif noble Lord that fpoke lafl, in Earl tAQhtptr^ 
ny Opinion about the Conduct of the prefent War, that, I/«/i> 
think, without any Skill in military hShm% and with but a 
very moderate Knowledge of Hifbry, or of the prefent 
State of this Nation and ^fasn^ one may clearly fee, tliat 
ihis War has been moft weakly conduced in every Part ; 
and the Enquiry intended by this Motion, I look on as an 
Enquiry into the worft-condu£led Part of the v^orfl-condufl* 
ed War that was ever carried on by this Nation, or, I be- 
lieve, by any other ; for a Nation cngnged m War generally 
exerts its mmoft Strength, and if it docs not attack the Ene- 
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Annoi4.Geo.IMny with Vigour, it is bccaofe of its being fo oneqinlly 
1 74^' matthed^ that it has hardly Strength eooagfa to defend itfelf. 

Us this our Cafe in the prefcnt War ? Is not the very contrary 
oar Cafe ? The Enemy we arc now engaged with has always 
been, and is now, a mbft unequal Match for this Natkm : 

' It is abfolutely impoilible for them to atuck us in any Part 
of the World, with a probable View of Succefs: It b abfo- 
lutely impoflible for them to defend themfdves, in that P&rt 
of the World where it is moft^our Intereft to attack dwm, 
if we exert our Strength, and apply it in a prudent and vi- 
gorous Manner. But this, my Lords, we have not done : 
We have indeed put ourfelves to a great Expence in warlike 
Preparations ; but inflead offending our Forces Abroad to 
attack the Enemy, we have kept them at Home as a Spec- 

' tacle or an Oppreifion to our own People. We have made 
no vigorous Effort in any Part of the Worid ; and in that 
Part which the prefent Motion relates to, the only Efibrt 
we have made, has been, in my Opinion, a wrong one. 
We have employed our Squadron upon the Coafb of Sfm, 
to keep their Squadron, their Flota, and their Ships in Port, 
whereas we ihould have invited them out : We fh^ould have 
tempted them to put to Sea ; becanfe if we had at firftfent a 
fulHcient Squadron to the IVeft- Indies^ they could have done 
us no Harm ; and we fhould have had a Chance of meetiog 
with, and deflroying them at Sea ; but whilfl they remained 
in Port, as we had refolved not to attack them there^ we had 
no Chance of doing them an Injury. * ^ 

But this, my Lords, is not the worfl Part of oar Condofi. 

' The Defign on which we employed the Squadron under 
Admiral Haddock was bad ; but even that Defign, bad as it 
was, we have executed in a moH unaccountable Manner. 
When that Squadron firfl took its Station oS Cadiz, the 
Enemy had then in that Port a Fkta defigned for the ffyi- 
Indies : The rich Cargoes defigned to be fent by that !%/« 
were then all on Board, and the Ships almofb ready to de- 
part. The Enemy had befides in the fame Port, a Squadron 
of Men of War ; but that Squadron was far from being pro- 
vided with Men, Stores, or Provifions 4 and as the Enemy 
are always in great Want of all thefe NecefTaries, we knew, 
it was not in their Power to fit out that Squadron, ib as to he 
fit for failing, in a great many Months. Thefe being the 
Enemy's known Circumflances, what did our Squadron do f 
It continued before Cadiz, not to keep in the Enemy *s 
Squadron, but to keep their F&ta from failing, left we night 

have 
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have a Chaace of making fomething coofiderable by the Re- Aims 14. Geo II. 
prifals wc bad iiTued^ wmch was ac firil the only Method i74<)* 
we had wifely proposed for bringing the Enemy to Reafon, 
and therefore is the more furprizing, we ihould uke Mea- 
furct to prevent its E£kSt, However, in this, if it was our 
Defigm we fucceeded ; the Ships of the F/ata were unloaded 
and kid up, or converted into War-Ships, and the Seamen 
and Stores provided for them, were made ufe of for fit- 
ting oat their Squadron with the more Expedition, fo that 
at laft it was lit for failing, or at lead as fit as the Enemy 
could make it. As the preventing this Squadron's putting 
to Sea» was our profefTed Defign, one would think, we 
(hould tben have been more careful than ever of keeping our 
SqoadroQS before CW/s:, or at leafl in fuch Stations as to 
be leauly to follow or intercept the Enemy's Squadron, in 
Cafe it Ihould dare to put to Sea. Was this the Cafe, my 
Lords I No» as foon as the Enemy's Squa<iron was fit for 
(ailing, cur Squadrons were all fent out of the Way, and, 
fo far as apjpears, without Orders to take any farther No* 
tke of the Enemy's Squadron at Ca^iiz. 

My Lords, this Conduct is really mod unaccountable : 
It would almofl provoke oi^e to lufpedl Treachery ; yet 
thisftlll is not the worfl. The Enemy's Squadron failed from 
QidiK to Ferrei: It remained there fome Months : It took 
in regular Troops, warlike Stores, and Provifions, for fup« 
plyiif the Sfa^ Garrifons in the Weft-Indies: It failed 
again from Ferr9l to Amerka^ and all this without the leaft 
Diftoffaaiice or Interruption from any of our Squadrons. 
Soon after, two Squadrons failed from France to the fame 
Part of the World : What was their Defign, I (hall not 
pieMd to determine ; but, I am fure, we had Reafon to be 
(iifpicioiis ; and tho' Admiral Vernon^ who was now broueht 
to be ujxsn the Defenfive, had made the beft Difpofiuon 
poffibk, yet from numy Circumftances I have fome Reafon 
to believe, that his Safety, and the Safety of our Ifland of 
Jaamcmn y>fti€ more owing to Tempells and Spanijh Indo- 
IcDce, than to our ConduS or Forefight. As we were in 
Fiiendibip with France^ and had an uninterrupted Corre- 
fpondeuoe with ev^ry Part of that Kingdom, we certainly 
knew of their Preparations, we certainly knew of their Squa* 
droDs failing ; yet we took no Care to fend a Squadron inv- 
mediately after them, but left Admiral Vernon^ and all our 
Sogar-Iilands for two or three Months to the Mercy of French 
Faith and Sincerity. 

Was 
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Aiiiioi4.Geo.n. Was there any Prudence in this, my Lords ^ Has thett 
1740. appeared either Wifdom or Vigour in any one Step of oar 
' ^ Condu6l fmce the War began ? The nobk Lord uiys, ihe 
prefent Queftion mull turn upon the Opinion eack partkaiar 
Lord has formed to hitnfelf of oar Condaft of the War. It 
certainly does fo ; but I will fay, that if your Lordihipi do 
not think^ that our Condu^ hitherto has been eaec^vdir bad, 
you will differ from the Opinion of every Man in this Na- 
tion^ and every Man in Europe, that knows any Thing of 
the Circumftances of this Nation and Sfaim* Do not our 
common News-Papers, does not every Traveller that cxmes 
^m abroad^ inform us, that our Conduct in the War is ri- 
diculed and hooted at every Court, andMn every City in 
Suntpe^ The learned Lord who fpoke laft may, perhaps, 
know very little of military Affairs, becaufe he has always 
been employed in ferving his Country in a difierenc Capa- 
city 1 but it is the Bufmefs and theJ)uty of every Locd^ and 
of zvtry Gentleman, that is not of the Robe, to know 
femething of military Affairs. In Fr4aui they have no No- 
tion of a Gentleman that is not of the Robe or the Swoid; 
and if your Lordfhips refufe entering into an Enquiryt be- 
caufe you have a good Opinion* or becaufe you have not an 
exceffive bad Opinion of our pall Condoft in the War, i 
am convinced. Foreigners will think, that this Honfe is 
chiefly compofcd of Divines or Lawyers, or at leaft they 
will think, we know nothing of what ought to be the Bofi- 
nefs of every Gentleman not bred to either of thde Proief- 
fions ; which is an Opinion we ought not to propagate, at 
fiich a critical Conjundture. 

The learned Lord fays, we ought not to enquire into the 
ConduA of the War, Jlagrante Beiio, My Londa, it is not 
propofed.to enquire into the Condu6k of the War, fim^wU^ 
but ianguente Bello ; and if we do not enquire into it whik 
it is Unguensy I believe, we* (hall have no Opportmitty 10 
enquire into it while it is Jlagr.ans : At leaff, I believe, we 
(hall have no fuch Opportunity as long as i^b iiBderthe 
fame Management. But why fhould we be fo cautiottsof 
enquiring into the Condu6l of the prefent War, even during 
its Continuance ? I am perfuaded, we cannot thereby dtfiDO- 
ver any important Secrets to the Enemy ; becanie, I am oob- 
vinced, there arc none fuch in any of the Papers now moved 
for : At leaff, none but fuch as may ruin the Nation by 
their being concealed. If there are any that may hurt the 
Nation by their being revealed, his Majefty will certainly tell 
us ib in his Anfwer to our Addre^j i and then we can direct 
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Oar focure Proceedings accordingly. And as to the Dango* Anno r4.Ge0.li. 
of aeating z Breach between his Majefty and his Parliament ^ 1740. 
by fuch an Enquiry, I am furprized to hear fuch a Thing ' 
idinaated by a noUe Lord who is fo well acquainted with 
oar Confiitotion, and with his Majefty's perfonal Virtues. 
Our pident Sovereigifr, my Lords, is too well acquainted 
widi the happy Conltitution of our Government, and has too 
great a Regard for it^ to employ any Minifter, whom he 
knows 10 be difagreeable to his People or his Parliament. 
Therefore we cannot be in the lead apprehenfive, that his 
Majefty woold continue in his Service a MiniHer whofe Con- 
dad had been cenfured by Parliament, and much lefs that 
he woald rather break with his Parliament than comply widi 
their Reqoeft in removing amy Minifler from his Service. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, I think, that no Danger, 
BO Ittocmvenience can enfue from our Enquiry ; but if we 
make no Enquiry, God knows what may be the Confe- 
qncnce: The ,War will be continued in the fame languid 
Manner | our Merchants will be plundered ; our Trade will 
be ndned ; our Revenues will iinK ; our Debts will rife, till 
at laft w« ihall have no Funds for continuing the War ; and 
when we are thus exhaufted, thofe we now (eem lb mndi. 
afeud of, will probably declare againft us ; I fay probably^ 
my Lords, becaufe they may then do it without Danger i 
ht their having fat quiet fo long, is, I believe, more owing 
tt> their Fear than their Inclination. Bur fuppofe this Mis- 
fortune flKwld not befal us, even our own People will at laft 
bccoint motinoQs ; they will at laft begin to look upon thofe 
ia Authority over them, as their greated Enemies, and will 
be ready to join with any Enemy, even the Spaniards them* 
(dftst in order to get rid of fuch a Governnient. In aU 
Governments it is reckoned a great Happinefs, to have a 
regakr, legal Method for giving the People Satisfadion* 
wSen thejr appear generally difcon tented with the Condu£l of 
tbde at the Helm of Affairs. The le^al Method eftablifh^d 
by onr Coailittttion for this Purpofe, is by a fbiA and un- 
partial Parliamentary Enquiry: By this Method we ihail 
always be able to quiet the Minds of the People, either by 
pgnifludg the Gnilty, or juftifying thofe that are wrongfuUir 
acoiied^ But if our Parliament (hould negle6l and defpife 
the Compkints of the People, in Parfuance of fome Doarines 
I have lately heard advanced in this Houfe, the People will 
defpair of any legal Redrefs ; and in that Cafe, they will 
certainly begin to think of doing themfdves JufUce by a ge- 
neral Infurr^ion. The Confequcnce of this may be faul to 
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Anno i4.Ceo.II.Tnany Innocent, as well as the Guilty ; nay, it may pitnre 
I740* fatal to our prefent happy Eftablifliment, and therefore lam 
always furprized to hear any one^ that has a R^rd for our 
Royal Family, profefs a Contempt of popular Clamoarsor 
Difcon tents. 

My Lords, I muft think it very unlucky in any one, 
that argues in Favour of our Conduft in the prefent War, 
to mention Queen Elizabeth or OU'ver Crcmweli: Both of 
them began the War againfl Spain in a very different Man- 
ner from what we have now done. Queen EUraheth began 
the War, by fending an Army into the Lnu Cotmtries, to 
aM them in throwing off the Yoke of Spain : At the fame 
Time fhe fent a Squadron, with Land-Forces on board, to 
the Wefi'Indiis^ not with fimple or ambiguous Orders for 
making Reprifals, but exprefs Orders to attack the Spani/h 
Settlements; and accordingly they took and plundered 
St. JagOy one of the Cafe Verd Iflands, as alfo moft Pin of 
the Ifland of St. Domingo^ the Town of Cartagena^ and the 
Towns of Si. Antwio and St* Helena in Florida, The ytrf 
next Year after the Return of this Fleet, ihe fent another un- 
der the fame Admiral, Drake ^ to theCoafts of ^/ii/», which 
did not lie to be ftared at off of any of their Ports, but en- 
tered the . Harbour of Cadix, and the River of Lijbon^ and 
burnt a great Number of Ships \ and tho* the Admiral h^d 
no Land-Forces on board, yet he landed at feveral Places 
upon the Coail of Spain^ and ravaged the whole CooDtry 
round : At the fame Time fhe fent Caivendi/h to the S»ah 
Seas, where he ravaged the whole Coall of Chili and /Vr», 
and returned to England with a Booty vafUy rich. The Year 
following was the Year of the Spanijb Armado^ the Fate of 
which I need not relate. The next Year, with the Af&T- 
tance of fome private Adventurers, fhe fent a Fleet and 
Army againft Spain itfelf, where they landed at feveral 
Places, beat an Army that was fent againfl them, and 
might have got great Booty, if they had not aintts*d them- 
felves with reftoring the dethroned King of Portugal, Tlic 
four or 6ve Years next following, that great C^een was 
chiefly employed in affiiting Henry the I Vth of France ^'galxtSi 
the Spaniards and his own rebdlious Subjefb ; and in the 
Year 1596, a new Fleet and Army was fent againft Sp€un 
under the Earl of EJ/ex^ who took the City of Cadisi, burnt 
or took all the Ships in the Harbour, and after having done 
the Spaniards an infinite deal of Mifchief> returned to JEiv^- 
land with a molt confiderable Booty. 
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' Befides thcfe, my Loiis, there were feveral other Jxpc- Ann. 74C«o, TQ 
ditions of lefs Note undertaken againil the Spaniards in that '740' 
Reign ; and if we did not, at that Time, keep Poffeffion of ' 
any of the Places we took iix>m the Enemy in the Weft-lndia^ 
it was becaufe we did not then fo well hnow the Benefit of 
Settlements in that Part of the World. x)t.: if Queen Elixa" 
hetb did not pufh the War againfl Spain wit a lo much Vigour 
as (he might have done, there were two Reafons for it, which 
do not now fubfifl. In the iiril Place, our Trade, which 
was then in its Infancy, fuffered but very little by the W ar» 
and we were yearly getting great Riches by plundering the 
Enemy at Sea or I^d ; and, in the next Place, that gnu 
ciou5 Queen was extremely fhy of loading her Subjedb with 
any Taxes, or putting the Public to any Expence. When 
fhc found herielf under no Neceffity to fend out Forces to at- 
tack the Enemy, or ailift her Allies, (he kept no Army or 
Sqoadron at home to be a Burden and Oppreffion upon her 
own Subjefb. She raifed no Armies, nor btted out any Squa* 
drons, but when (he had immediate Occafion for them, or 
was in imminent Banger ; and as foon as the Service, or the 
Danger was over, (he difmiifed her Armies, and paid off her 
Sqiuudrons. I wi(h I could fay, we have held the fame Con- 
dud ever fince, or that we now hold fuch a Condudi. 

' Having thus explained Queen Eiiza^etb^s Condudi, ' I 
(hall be but very (hort, my Lords, with regard to Oli'uer 
CnrnwelPs, It is well known, he began his War with Spain 
by the Conqueft of Jamaica^ which has (ince brought in fo 
many Millions Ster/injr to England ; and, if it had not been 
for a Mifbke in his General, he would probably have begun 
it with the Conqueil of St. DomingOj which would have been 
an Acqnifition of much greater Confequence to this King* 
dom. If he did not fecond his Blow in the Weft-lndiis^ it 
was becaufe he engaged with the French in their War againft 
the Spaniards in the Netherlands^ by which he got PoiTdf- 
iion of the important City and Port of Dunkirk ; and he died 
in little more than two Months after he had made this new 
and important Acqui(ition, which we might to this Day have 
had in our Poffeifion, ii the Parliament, upon the Refloration, 
had done their Dutv, and annexed it to the Crown of Eng' 
land, I wi(h the Nation may never again fufier by the fame 
fort of Neglcjft. 

* Thus your Lordfhips fee, that both in Queen ElizaBeth\ 
and CromwelP% Time, we began the War againft Spain, by 
ghring them a fevcre Blow in the IV ft- Indies Have we done 
lo now ? Such a Blow might eafily have b^en given at the. 
beginning of this War ; but it will grow every Year more 
and more difficulty and is therefore not to be hoped for from 
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Aon. 14GM. II. thofe who.Tie^e£led to give it at the Beginning. It is now 
'740' above a Year Jince the War was declared : Jt is near eighteen 
Months fmce Hotlilitles were refolved on : What have we yet 
done ? The War has already coft the People of this Nation 
above Three Million Sterling ; and, except what Admiral 
Vernon has done, I (hall noc (ay without Orders, but 1 am 
fure without expiefs Orders, we have not done the Enemy 
Three Farthings Worth of Damage. I do not reckon taking 
tiieir Ships, becaufe, in that Way, I am convinced thcj' arc 
more than equal with us. Can the People be fatisiied with 
iuch a Return for the Money they have fo chearfuliy ad- 
vanced ? /VJy Lords, if the Nation be inflamed,' it is not by 
fcditious Libels, but by weak Meafurcs, by Meafures that arc 
univeifally condemned ; and from our Hillories it will ap- 
pear, that the Pe6ple of England were never univerfally in 
the Wrong. Whilll any Doubt remains, they will hear, they 
will attend to what is faid on both Sides ; and they feldoro, 
in general, judge amifs. But when weak Meafures are fup- 
ported by weak Arguments, i do not wonder at the People's 
refliiing to read Papers, where they can exped neither Senie, 
Wit, nor Amufement. 

• But in Fa6t, my Lords, I do not think there are any falfc 
or feditious Libels publi(hcd, unlefs it be thofe called Ga- 
zetteers ; and fuppofe there were, ihali this Houfe defcend fo 
fer beneath its Dignity, as to become a Court of Inquifition 
into the Authors and Publiihcrs of Pamphlets and News- 
Papers ? This, my Lords, is the proper Bufinefs of a Mid- 
dlijlx Juftice cf Peace. Jf we (hould take their Bufmefs up- 
on us, I am fure I (hould be * for turning all Strangers out 
of the Houfe, becaufe I (hould be a(hamed of what we wcic 
about. I (liould then, indeed, be for keeping our Doors (liut ; 
but whilll we do nothing unbecoming, and when we have no 
important Seacts under Deliberation, it is an Advantage 10 
us to have as many Stcangers admitted as po(rible, becaufe 
the Dignity, the Jullice, and the Candour of our Proceed- 
ings are thereby publi(hed to the World. 

* My Lords, it is not by excluding all forts of Strangers, 
that you are to preferve the ancient Dignity of this Ailem- 
bly : It is by excluding all manner of QuibbL'ng, Imperti- 
nence, Deceit, Weakncfs, and Corruption. Thefe, I hope, 
arc Strnr'gers here: I hope your Lordlhips will take cire 
never to admit any one of them within thefe Walls ; but by 
excluding other Strangers, when you have nothing of a feac: 
ISature ui.der Confideration, you will only raifc a Jcaloufv 
of the Di :::iry of your Proceedings ; and if this Jealouly 
f^'ould becijjne general without Dooxs^ you will in vain fcek 
iox Kclpcct among die People.' 
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Aim. T4 Gee. IT/ 
Lord Hervey. '74o. 

* My Lords, as {o much has been already faid upon this Loni Hervtf, 
Qucftion, I calinot propo(e to entertain your Lord;>,ips with 

any Thing new upon the Subjeft, and therefore fliould have 
avoided giving you any Trouble at this Tim« ; but f think 
the Quettion lo important and dangerous, that I could not 
have forgiven myfeif, had fuch a Queftion been agreed to^ 
without my teftifying previoufly myDiflike to it. ft has, 
I think, on all Sides been acknowledged, that nothing can, 
that nothing ought to induce any Lord to give his Aflent to 
this Queftion, but a thorough Conviction, that our Conduft 
in the War hitherto has been moil intolerably bad. Now, 
ray Lords, in order to have fuch a Conviiiiion, I think there 
arc feveral other Things neceflary, befides a competent Skill 
in military Affairs. We ought to know the preibnt Lircura- 
ilinccs of this Nation in every Refpedi : We ougiit to know 
the prcfent Circumftances of the Enemy in every Pr.rt of 
their Dominions j the Strength and Condition of their Fleets 
and Fortifkations j the Number and State of their Land " 
Forces and Garifons ; and the Capacity, Temper, and Qua- 
lifications of their Minifters, Governors, *and Commanders : 
And f^her, we ought to know the prefent Interefts and 
Views, as well as the Strength, of all the Powers in EurTpe^ 
th?t may declare for us or againft us in the prefent War. 
Without a competent Knowleoge in all thefe Particular?, as 
well 25 in the Nature of military Affairs in gencr.ii, I think, 
we judge rafhly, if we pafs fuch a Sentence upon our paft 
Conduct in this War, as to {^y^ it has been intolerably weak 
or imprudent ; and as I can pretend to no fuch Knowledge, 
I cannot pafs fuch a Sentence ; confequently, according to 
what has been allowed of all Side?, I ought not to declare 
f^r a general Enquiry into the Condu£l of the War, fendente^ 
1 Ihall not fay, flagrat,te Btllo^ and therefore, I ought not 
to agree to this QueiUon. 

* How People's Sentiments about the proper Methods for 
obtalnir.g Redrefs, or for profecuting the War, come to vary 
id much as they do, I do not know j but, my Lords, when 
Hollilities firlfc began to be talked of, I think it was the ge- 
neral Opinion, that we ought not to begin with declaring 
Vv'ar againil Stain, for fear of alarming the other Powers of 
Estr^e ; and becaufe, by fending our Squadrons out to make 

Reprifals, we might foon be able to get fufHcient for repair- ^ 

ing the Damage fuffcred by our Merchants, and to compel 
Spain to give us Security for the Freedom of oar Trade ard 
Navigation in Time to come. And in order to prevent their- 
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IbuL i^Geo,tt. being able to do Qs any Mifchief, the moft prudent Method 
'74<^ J w^ thought to be, to prevent their fending. cot any Squa- 
dron, by olocking it up in Port. Thefe, I fay, were Peoj^es 
Sentiments, when HoltiJities iirft began to be talkM of: I 
hope they have not varied for no other Reafon, bat becanfe 
our Minihers fell into thefe Sentiments, and purfued theTe 
very Methods. Now, my Lords, if it would have been im- 
prudent in us to have begun with a Declaration of War a- 
cainft SfaifTf I am fare, it would have been more impni- 
dent, and would have given a greater Alarm, to have be- 
gun with an Expedition for nuking any Conquefts upon 
them, either in Europe or America, But fuppofe, my Lords, 
we luul refolved to begin the War in this Manner, it was 
not really in our Power ; we had no Land Forces to fpare 
at the Beginning of the War, nor could we fend more Ships 
to the Weft-Indies^ than were a£lually fent, confidering the 
great Number of Ships we were obliged to employ for Hock- 
ing up the Enemy^s Squadron at Cadix^ for protedine our 
Trade at home and abroad, and for guarding our own C6afb 
againft any Invaiion that might be deiign'd againft us, either 
by Spain^ or any other Power in Europe ; and coniidering 
tne great Diftrefs we were in at the beginning of the War 
for want of Seamen. 

* Tho' I do not pretend, my Lords, to any; great Skill in 
militanr Affairs, nor to any great Knowledge in Hiilory, yet 
I could undertake to (hew, that, at the beginning of this 
War, the Spaniards were better provided for their TOefcnce, 
both in Old Spain and America^ than they were either in 
Queen Eli$uihetb\ or Oliver Crom*welts Time j and that 
!t was lefs in our Power to hurt them, than it was at either 
of thofc Periods. In Queen EiizabetPs Time, it is true, 
the King of Spain had great Armies on Foot ; but his Ar- 
mies were moflly employed in Italy and the Nether iands : 
He had not in Sfain near fuch a numerous Army as they 
have at prefent, tno* he was then in Pofleffion of Pertugaly 
which he had conquered but a few Years before, and, confe- 
quently, had the whole Coaft of Portugal^ as well as the 
Coaib of Stain^ to defend againft our Invaftons. And witli 
regard to tneir Settlements in the Weft-Indies^ the Spaniards 
had then no regular Troops in that Part of the World, nor 
were the Inhabitants near fb numerous as they are at pre- 
fent. Then, my Lords, with regard to the Fortificatioos, 
it is certain, that moft of the Sea-Ports, both m Old-Spain 
and America^ are now much better fortified than they were 
in Queen EliKaheth'a Time, efpecially the Port and City of 
Cadiz i for feveral new Works have iince been added to the 
Fortificathme of the City, and ieveral new Caftles built for 
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ie&aimg Ac Harboor ; and yet, even at that Tune, the Sue- Amu Y4GC0. 1|. 

cds of oic Expedition under the Earl of Effex was more ^ _f74o* 
owing to a ludcy Accident^ than to the Weaknefs of the 
Place, or to the Vigour and Condudl of our Attack. 

' From theie Confiderations» my Lords, I mufl condude^ 
that it is not now fo eafy to attack the Dominions of Sfain, 
either in Europt or America^ as it was in Queen E/izahi/h^s 
Time ; and, with Regard to the Strength ofthis Nation, tho* 
Queen Elhcabeth dia not keep a regular Standing Army ia 
coDtioual Pay, becaufe it was not then the Cuflom in this or 
any odier Country in Europe to do ib, yet (he had always an 
Army at Command, of as good Troops as any that coiud be 
broudit againft her ; and the Militia of this Kingdom waa 
then better difciplined, and more to be depended on, than it 
is at preient. Our own Hiflories inform us, that in the Year 
1^88, when the Spanijb Armado was fent out a^iinft thia 
Natk^n, Queen EHxahttb had an Army of 40,000 Men alh 
fembled, beiides a well-dtfciplined and weli-armed Militia^ 
all ready to march a^nft the Enemy, if they had landed in 
any Part of this liland ; and therefore we cannot be furpriz*d 
at her bein^ able to fend a (inaU Body of Troops to attack the 
Spamards m the Wtfi-Indies^ as foon as {he refolved upon 
a Rupture with that Nation. To theie Advantages I muft 
add, that Queen Elixaheth was in no Danger of being at» 
tack'd at the fame Time by France^ nor was the Power of 
the Crown of Frana near fo formidable as it is at prefent. 

* This laft Advantas;e, my Lords, was likewife enjoy M bjr 
'Oli*ver CramweH, when he refolv'd upon a Rupture with 
Spisin } and he had a much greater regular Army on Foot; 
than we had at the Beginning of the prefent War : Befides, 
the Government of Spaiit was then under fo weak an Admi- 
nifiration, that it was hard!y able to fupport itielf, and much 
leis to attack him in either of thefe Iflands ; therefore he was 
in no Danger of beine invaded at home, and confequentlv 
might fpare a few of his Troops for attacking the Spaniatat 
in the fVeft-Indies^ without expofmg the domeftic Tranqui- 
lity of the Nation to any Danger iS being diHurbed. Was 
this our Cafe at the Beginning of the prdent War ? Can it 
be (aid, with any Confidence, uat we were in no Danger of 
havii^ our domeftic Tranquility diAurbed by an Invaiion, 
in caS we had fent out any Part of the fmall Army we had 
then on Foot, to attack the Spaniards at Land, either in Eu* 
fvpr or Jmirica f From Spain we were certainly in Danger 
or being invaded ; for tliey were adnally preparing for it ; 
and tho* France has not yet, and I hope will not declare a- 
ninfi OS, vet, confiderins the Union between the Crowns of 
FrsMu ana ^/omt, we had all the Reafon in the World to be 
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Aon. 14 Geo. n. upon Our Guard againft France^ 25 well as Zpain\ for the 
'7 4o> former*^ having not yet declared againft us, may, perhaps^ 
be owing to our not (ending aay Troops out of the King- 
dom, till after having increafed our Army by new Levies. 

* Therefore, my Lords, if we have not yet made a vigorous 
Attack upon ^paift^ cither in Europe or the Weft-Indies^ it is 
not owing to any Imprudence or Negled in our Condud, but 
to Spain"^ being now in a better State of Defence than itiivas 
formerly, to the fmall Army we had on Foot, or cxMild raiie 
at the very Beginning of the War, and to the great Difficul- 
ties we labourM under in getting Seamen, for many Months 
after Hoflilities were not only refolved on, but a£kually be- 
gan ; and confequently, if we ought not to expofe the Na- 
tion to the Dangers, Inconveniencies, and Animoiities, al- 
ways attending Parliamentary Enquiries, unlefs wc be con- 
vinced of our Conduct haviifg been exceifively bad, I am 
fure, we ought nor, at prefent, to agree to the fetting up of 
any fuch Enquiry, or to any Motion tending that Way. 

* Being thus, my Lords, as I have (hewn, under an utter 
Inability, or rather Impo(ribility, to attack any of the Sfanifo 
Dominions at the Beginning of the War, what were we to 
do in the mean Time ? Surely, I think, it will be granted, 
that the moil prudent Thing we could do, till we fhould have 
Time to augment our Army, and difcipline our new-rai(ed 
Troops, was, to do the Enemy as much Hurt as poflible at 
Sea, and to take all poiTible Care to prevent their being able 
to do us any. For this Purpoic, proper Orders were private- 
ly fent to our Commodore in the Weft-Indies ; a Squadron 
was fitted out, and fent to intercept the ^^wrf j-3hips in their 
Return to Europe, from whence it was oraer*d to fail to the 
Weft 'Indies ; and a Reinforcement was fent to Admiral Had- 
dock, with Orders for him to take his Station off the Harbour 
of Cadiz, In this there was a double Deiign ; for by being 
in this Station, he not only blocked up the Spa»riftf Squadron 
in that Port, but lay in the Way to intercept their rich Ships 
returning from the Weft-Indies ; and in both he had as much 
Succefs, I think, as could well be expected ; for we have got 
two very rich Prizes, and fo far as I remember, not above 
one rich Spanift? Ship has efcapcd fafely into that Port iince 
the Beginning of the War. But our blocking up their Squa- 
dron and their Elota in Port was, it fecms, what wc ought 
not to have done ; becaule, if both had failed, they coukl 
have done us no Injury, and we (hould have had a Chance of 
meeting with, and deltroying or taking them at Sea. My 
Lords, if their Squadron had failed, it might, perhaps, have 
dond great Prejudice to us, before we coujU have an Oppor- 
tunity to meet with and deflroy it at Sea \ bccauie it might 

probably 
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probably have met wath fomc of our mod numerous of rich- Aim. 14 Geo. IL 

eft Fleet of Merchantmen ; and, by defeating the Convoy, ^7^ 

our £nemies might liave made themielves Matters of that 

whole Fleet. If fach an Accident as this had happened, the 

general Complaint would then have been. Why did you al- 

low their Squadron to fail ? Why did not you fend a fupe- 

rior Squadron to block it up in Port ? This Complaint would, 

I think, have been more juflly founded ; and therefore, I 

think our Minifters were in the right to take the moil proper 

Meafures for preventing fuch a (sl^ Accident. 

' Then, my Lords, with regard to the F/ota^ I fhall grants 
that i£ we could have formed any probable Scheme for mter- 
cepting it at Sea, the bell Way would have been to have al- 
lowed it to fail ; but I muft obierve, that as the Spanifi^ 
Squadron and Fl^ta lay both in the fame Port, we could not 
hlock up the one, and allow the other to fail ; for the Fhta 
would never venture out, as long as our Squadron lay before 
the Port, and if our Squadron had not taken up that Station, 
we could neither have intercepted the Caracca Ships, nor 
(»uld we have prevented the failing of their Squadron ; be- 
caufe, if I have been rightly inform'd, even the Squadron 
was in fuch Readinefs, that it might have faiPd as foon as the 
Fhta^ had not we prevented the failing of both, by llation- 
icg our Squadron off the Bay of Cadiz, 

• But, my Lords, if we had allow'd the Flota to get fair- 
ly out to Sea. it is my Opinion, that we ihould liave had but 
a very indifferent Chance of meeting with it any where in 
its Paflage to Atnerica, It is fuch a wide Sea, and the Courfe 
fo uncertain, that I do not know where we could have Ita- 
tiiu'd any Sqtiadron. fo as to have a probable View of in- 
tercepting the Sfanijh Flota ; and if it fhould have got to 
Cart age Ha, Or any of the other Spati'Jh Ports in America^ its 
fare Arrival would have been a great Advantage to Spain^ 
and a great Prejudice to this Nation. The Spaniards might 
by degtees have got the Returns home in iingle Ships j and 
thcfe Returns being moftly Gold or Silver, which are the Si- 
news of War, would have enabled them to fupport, and e- 
ven to pufli the War againll us. I'hen as tlie Markets in 
Knu Spain would, by the Arrival of the Flota^ have been 
fuppliea with all Sorts of European Goods, it would have 
been a great Prejudice to that profitable, contraband Trade, 
which is now carried on in that Part of the World by the 
Subjefls of this Nation. 

I'heie Things being confidered, my Lords, I mufl think, 
it was the mod prudent Step we could take, to (lation onr 
Squadron bef€»e the Bay of Cadiz, even tho' we thereby 
prevented the failing of the Spanijh FUta as well as that of 
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Aiin.i4Ga>. 11. their Squadron) and as to our Squadrons attempting to ikil 
'740* ^ in, anddefiroy the Ships in that Harbour, I muft be of 
' Opinion, that it would have been a mod rafli and dangerous 
Undertaking, unleTs our Squadron had been accompanied 
with a Lsmd-Army fofiicient for befiegtng and taking the 
City of Cadiz, or, at leaft, for taking and deftroying the 
many Cafties and Batteries now ereded for defending that 
Harbour. Such an Undertaking as this, would have required 
a greater Army than we had on Foot in Great Britain at the 
Beginning of the War, even fuppofe we had refolved to (end 
every Man of them out of the Kingdom ; and as fuch an 
£3^)edition would have been vaftly expenfive, as we muft 
have loft a vaft Number of Men in the Attempt, if it had 
not fucceeded. which veiy probably might have been the 
Cafe, there would then have been a molt general and a moft 
jttft Clamour raifed againft the X^eafures or our Adminiftra- 
don, in the Profecution of the War. 

I have now, my Lords, briefly anfwered every material 
Objedtion I have heard made againll our Condud in the pre- 
fent War ; Except that of the Spanijh Squadrons efcaping 
firft from CadisCj and next from Ferrol; and as to both, it is 
publicly known, that they were owing to mere Accidents, 
which could neither be fbrefeen nor provided againll ; fo 
that, I think, I have no Occafion to take any forther Notice 
of them. I may fay the fame with regard to our Fleet de« 
fiened for the Weft-Indies, being fo long detained in the 
Channel, after the failing of the Stawjh and Fnnch Squa- 
drons ; and therefore, upon the Wnole, I muft conclude, 
that in the War hitherto, we have met with no Misfortune, 
nor miifed doing any Thing in our Power to do, but what 
has been occafionM by Accidents, which no human Prudence 
could prevent or provide againft. 

* As this, my Lords, is my Way of thinking with xefped 
to our Condudb hitherto, in the War we are now engaged in : 
As, I think, we have great Reaibn to expedt Suooefs from the 
fame fort of Conduct in Time to come, I am not fo fond as 
others may, perhaps, be of a Change of Hands ; therefore, 
I cannot think we have any Reaibn for a general Parliaroen- 
taryEnqniry into the Condiifl of the War. Such an Enquiry 
would, in my Opinion, be attended with many Dangers, and 
that none of the leaft confiderable, that it might, perhaps, 
occafion a Change in our Adminiftration, and might throw 
the future Management of the War into the Hands of thofe, 
who are fo fond of attacking the Enemy, that they would ex- 
pofe us to the utmoft Danger of being attack'd in the moft 
fenfible Part, and in that Way which would bring the great- 
eft Ruin and Dcfolation upoB tfaii Iflaod. I am therefore 
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tgamft AB iminttliAfie&qinffy into the Cbndiift of the War ; Jlvn^ t^Ow^^li 
aod as, without fiich an Eiiquiry, we cao have no Ufc for ^74g» ^ 
the lepers now moved for, 1 (hall, wiciiout any Regard tm ^■^^^' ^ 
what may be thoaght or faid by the Ciamon>us wichottt 
Ooofs, give jny Negactve to the Queftion* 

Locd Cmrtir§t. 

* My Lords, in this Debate, as in moft others of the like Xtfd Cattmfk 
Nitwi^ Fads aie generally contefted, or very difierently 
icprdeoted i and when the Juili£cation or Condemnation of 

a Miiufter*s Conduct depends upon fuch Fads, the difierent 
Kcpftfentation of them is one of the ftrengeft Argamenia 
that can be made aie of for an Eoqairy into his Condud* 
The nol^ Lord fays, the Seotimenes of fome P«opie have 
varied exceedingJy fince the Beginning of the Wan Wha^ 
People his Lordifaip means I do not know ; but the Senti^ 
fflenCB of moft People I have converfed with, have beet 
long, and are itill, the fame. They thought long a|o, thaet 
Spain deferved our highelt Refentment ; a^dthat noTrelty^ 
no CoBvenrion, nothmg could fecure the future Freedom in 
our Trade and Navi^tion, but our taking a fall Revengt 
for paft Injuries, and a real Security againft the like in Timt 
to come. By xeal Security, I mean our taking and holding; 
Fo&ffion of ibme of the SpumfjB Settlements in the Wefi-' 
Indus i and by a fall Revenge I mean our taking Satisfadioa 
not only for the Damage we have foftained; but for all the 
Infalts we have met with. Thefe were the Ends we were 
to perfne, according to the SentimenD of all thofe I con« 
veded with ; and every one faw, that neither of iheie Enda 
could be anfwered by P^prifals. Nay, every one forefiiw, 
that by mutual Rcprifals, we (hoold probably be Loierl 
upon the Balance ; but no one, I believe, fbrciaw, that oat 
Lofs would rile to fuch a furprizing Height as it has done. 

* My Lords, thro* our whole Condud iirom the Beginning 
cf the War, to this veiy Day, we feem to Jiave been afi^in 
of what no reafonable Man could apprehend^ and to negletl 
that Danger, which every feafonabie Man had moft Reafoa 
to be afraid df. We have dreaded Invafionsj we hav9 
dreaded what the Enemy might do againft us, by means of 
their Squadrons, and have negleded the Injuries they might 
do to oar Trade by means of their Privateers ; we have 
dreaded giving ttie Alarm to the other Powers of Emrope^ by 
oor making a vigorous Pu(h againft Spain^ whereas we 
ooght to have dreaded giving Encouragement to any one of 
t\em to declare againft us, by a weak or puiilianimoas Pro- 
fecotion of the War. If we iiad oodidcrad ooly the Injuriee 
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t4Geo. n. we had received^ and the proper Methods to refent Uiem ; 
y 40' ^ if we had begun by a vigorous Pufli in America^ and thereby 
"" made ourfelves» io a great Meafure, Mailers^ which we 

might have done, of the Spanifi? Sentlements in that Part of 
the World ; if we had (hewn» by fending our Army abroad^ 
that we could truit to our own People at home, and defpifed 
the vain Threats of Invafions, it would have reftored to us 
the Confidence of our Allies, and in that Cafe, thofe Poten- 
tates in Eurofef who can never have Occafion to be jealous 
of our naval Power, or of the Increafe of our DcmiAions in 
Americat would have kept in Awe the other Potentates in 
£urope^ who, from fuch a Jealoufy, or perhaps from a 
.worie Motive, might have indined to join with Sfidw 
againft us^ But fuch a Condudt as this could hardly, in- 
deed, be expeded from thofe, who had for twenty Years 
.together puHued Maxims of a dire£l: contrary Nature; and 
who, by purfuing fuch Maxims, have now at laft brought 
the Af&trs of EMrefg into the utmoft Confuiion, and the 
y\fiairs of this Nation almoft toihe Brink of Perdition. 
, * To pretend, my Lords, that we ^ue not to take the 
moil efFedual Methods for bringing the Enemy to Reafbo, 
js a Maxim that muft deftroy itfelf, or it will deihioy the 
Nation, by rendering the War betv^n Sfain and as per- 
petual. I hope it is now laid afide ; for if it is not, I do 
not know what we intend by the Land Force and ftrong 
Squadron now fent to the Weft- Indies : If they are not to be 
employed in fuch a Manner, as may be diiagreeable to fome 
of the Friendt of Sfain^ I am fure, they are not to be em- 
ployed in any Manner, that can be beneficial to this Nation, 
QT efR*dual tor compelling Sfajn to do us Juftice ; and there- 

!bre, I am forry to hear fuch an Argument made ufe of in 
sxcufe for our Method of banning the War, becaufe it 
gives me a moft ungrateful Sufpicion, that the fame Aigu- 
ment is hereafter to be made ufe of, for mifapplying the 
Force now fent to the ff^f/i- Indies. 

^ But it feems, my Lords* befide this of giving the Alarm 
to the other Powers of Eurofe, we had another Reafon, and 
if it were true, I fhatl grant, a much better one, for not 
beginning the War by fending out a Land Force to attack 
fome of the Spanifl? Settlements in America ; which is. That 
it was not in our Power ; and in order to eftabliih this Fad, 
the noble Ix)rd endeavoured to ihew, that Spain is now in 
better State for Defence, and this Nation in a worfe State 
for Oflfence, than in the Days of Queen Elizabeth, This, 
I muft fay, feems to me a Sort of Paradox ;' it is fomewhat 
firange, that the Crown of Spain^ when poflefled of Per- 
M^a/as well as Spain, and when pofTeiTed of a great Part of 
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Jiaif^ and almofl the wliole ieventeen Pnmnoes of the Am.i4G«o«Q« 

Neder/ands, feven of which have iince made fuch a Figure ^7¥>' 
m the World ; I fay, it is ibmewhat ftrange, that in tliefe ^ 
Ciicomftances the Crown of Spain fhonld not be in a better 
State, either for Ofience or Defence, than it is at prefent. 
Perhaps they had not at that Time fo many old regular 
Regmients in Spain and Portugal^ as they have now ia 
Stain : But had we any fuch Regiments in England in the 
]>ays of Qoeen Elizaieth? Every one knows we had not :. 
She never kept up a ilandioe Army ; fhe never raifed any 
Troops or Regiments, till me had Occafion for them ; aa 
foon as they were raifed, they were fent upon the Service 
defigned ; and as foon as the Service was over they were 
diibanded, and obliged to betake themfelves to their former 
induftrious Employments. Were not then the Militia or 
aew-raifed TVoops of Spain, as good as any Militia or new- 
laikd Troops (he had to fend againil them I If they were 
not, it was becaafe the common Men of this Nation are 
naturally better Soldiers than the common Men of Spain ; 
and this Difiercnce, I hope, fiill fubfids ; for as our com- 
mon People, or what fome Geodemen now very much afied 
to call them, the Mob, have more liberty, they mud: 
of courfe have better Spirits and more Coura^, than the 
common Men in the Country, where they are m a manner 
Slaves ; and as the common people of Spain, have now, oei« 
ther Arms, Difci^line, nor Courage, equal with any Troops 
we can fend againfl them, therefore it would now be more 
eafy to land and make Inroads upon their Coaft, than it was 
in the Days of Qiieen Elixahtih ; for if they had a much 
more numerous Army than they have, every Part of their 
Coaft could not be provided with a Body of regular Troops 
ready to oppofe the Invaders at their firft Landings 

' With regard therefore, my Lords, to Troops or Armies*, 
it b evident, I think, that Spain is not now in fuch a good 
State of Defence, as it was in Queen El/zahth^s Time ; and 
with regard to their Fortifications, if the Arts of Fortifica- 
tion have very much improvM iince that Time^ the Arts of 
Attacking or fiefieging have kept equal, or rather a much 
quicker Pace ; for Sieges, even of the bed fortified Places, 
00 not ufuaQy now lad fo long, a& Sieges then did,, of Places 
which would now be look'd on, as very weakly fortified. 
For this Reafon„ my Lords, we are not ta judge of the Difii- 
culiy of attacking a Place, from its being now much better 
fortified than it was ico Years, ago ;, we are to judge from 
the Methods now in Ufe for Attacking, if we know them, 
or from the Opinions of thofe that do ; and, I believe, molfc 
Engineers will tell us^ that very few,, if any of the Harbours 
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^t^O^l^cfSfafft, neVrobf sffiinft the Hs^ of Engtamf, whenifiv 
J l^^ *^^ . properly commanded, properly providedy and, above aO, 
properly infh-afled. 

* The next Paradox I am to take Notice of; my Loid«» 
]S^ that we are not now in fo good* a Condition for afiing 
upon the Ofienfive againft Sfaift, as we were in Queen Eli- 
tsahtPs Time. This likewife is fomewhat fhrange : The 
wholfe lilatid of Great-Brifain is now united, ami befide$, 
we are now m Pofleflion of mpft extcnfive and popaloos Set- 
tlements in America ; and yet^ we have it not now lo much in 
ewr Power to attack Spainy either in Europe or Americm^ ai 
in Qneen EliKohetbh l^eign, when the Ifland was divided 
into two feparate and diftinA Kingdoms, and when we 

^ lad few or no Settlements of our own in America, If it really 
befo, I am fure^ it cannot proceed from the Nature of 
Things, but from the Weaknefs ofocr late Councils; and 
this ought to be a prevailing Argument with every Lotd'that 
thinks fo, for reu)lving upon an immediate Enquiry into 
our late Condud, and conieqaently for agreeing to this 
Motion. 

* ,But the great Advantage enjoyed both by Qneen Eiixa- 
beth and Oli'oer Cromwell^ above what we enjoy at prefept, 
c6nfifted, it fcems, inrthis, that neither of them were nnder 
the leafl Apprehenfions of an Jnvafibn J&om France^ at the 
Time they refolved on a Rupture with Spain, My Lords, 
if Queen Elizabeth was nnder no Apprehenfions of an Inva- 
fion from France^ it was owing entirely to the Wiidom smd 
Stcadmeft of her prraeding Councils. If fhe had* not coun- 
tenanced and affiftcdihe United Provinces in throwing off the 
Yoke of Spain : If ihe had not countenanced and aflifted the 
Protcflants of France : If (he had not nioft artfully managed 
the Court of Scotland; the United Provinces would hnyc 
been reduced and opprefTed ; the Duke of Gui/e*s Fa£Hon 
would have prevailed and been at the Head of AlGiin in 
France; and the King of 5«/ii»i^ might perhaps have en- 
tered into the Catholic League againft her. If (he hid. by 
thinking of nothinpr but little, temporary Expedients, allovk-ed 
the Affairs of Eurife to have been brought to this Pais, fhe 
would probably have been invaded from Flanders^ France, 
Stain and Scot/and, at one and the fame Time ; and in this 
Cafe, neither her Fleets nor her Armies, nor even the Affefti- 
ons of her People, which was more than all, would have 
been able to prevent her Ruin ; but fhe forcfaw the diftant 
Pangcr, and by bold, as well as wife Councils, difconcexted 
iJl the Schemes of her Enemies, before they could bring 
Ihem to Perfeaion. Had we of late purfued fuch Councils, 
Wc fhould mit now, perhaps have feeti fuch an Union of 
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CsBOxSbf BcMvCBR' tte ConftB of FrMtcs wA Sftnn ; ^r if we Ami, 14040. VU 

Tbai, wc fhcMikl- hzve had no great OccaHoa to dtvad either ^4^^ 

die Union of their Counfeis, or the Union of their Arms : ^ 

Bit We haTe puHiied quite diflerent Meafuirs ; we have long 

Uoured, and at a great Expence too, to reconcfle thofe two 

Coaxts, though it was our Intereil to labour inceflantly at 

fflfwing Difcora between them ; and by cultivating a Friend- 

ihipwith Fram€f^ which muf^ always be defhndlive to this 

Natbn, and entertaining flrange Jealoufies of Uiofe, whofe 

PHcndOixp it was our bufine& to cultivate, we have over- 

toned tittt Syftem of Politics in Eurspe, upon which the 

Saifety of this Nation, as well as the Liberties of Europe, 

very nrach dependisd. 

• Now, my Lords, widi rcg^ to Oliwr Cr^mnxjilli he 
was no^ it is tine, under any Apprehenfions of an Invafiod 
from France^ when he refblved upon a Ri^ture with Spain^ 
becade thefe' two Nations were then engaged in War ; bur» 
as Spaui was (hen in PoiTefiion of aU the Ports of Flanders^ and 
even of Dunkirk itSAf^ if Cromtvell was not afraid of an In- 
vafion fiom Spain^ it did not proceed from the Numerouf- 
ne6 of his Army, or from the Affections of the Pfcople, but 
from his own fearlefs Spirit, which was very difitrent firom 
the Spirit that (eems of late Years to have influenced all oar 
Conniels. Nor was the Government of Spain^ at that Time, 
under fo weak an Adminiftration^ as has been repreiented ; 
for they defended themfehres fo Knavely, and were fuch an 
equal Match for Fraatey notwithfhnding their being engag- 
ed at the fame Time in a War with Fortugal^ that France 
was £^ to conrt the Aififlance of Cromti^fi, and to promife 
him Dunkirk^ as foon as it fhouid be taken from the Spani^ 
in'di. Had Cronpwell been at the Head of fach a lawfhi 
efiabliihed Government as the prefent; had he been chief 
Miniiler to a King that enjoyed fo much the Affedtions of 
his People, as his prefent MajeAy does, he would have def- 
pifed the Fears of an Invafion; either from France or Spain ; 
at leail he would not, on that Account, have dday'd, for 
one Moment, doing what he knew to be abfolutely neceflary 
far die compelling the Spaniards to do Juitice to his King 
andXfofier. 

r hope, my Lords, I have now (hewn, that at the Be- 
mnning cf this War, we had it in oar Power to follow the 
Example of Queen Elizaheth and Cromtve/J^ by beginning 
the War with an Attack upon the Enemy at Land ; and that 
we might have attacked them both in Spain and Jmerica 
with a probable View of Succefs, if we hald not been frieht- 
ened out of our Senfes by that Phantoht, called an Invauon. 
With regard tp QUI Spma^ I have oken dedaied myfelf^ aid* 
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Ana* 14 Geo. 11. it is ftill my Opinion, that we ought not to fend oat any Bo* 
} 7Ao- ^ dy of Land'Forccs for attacking the Enemy in Aat Quaztsr^ 
becaufe we cannot propofe to carry on a Land War there, 
or to keep PofTeiTion of any of the Places we may make our- 
felves Mailers of ; all we can, or ought to think of is, ta 
make Inroads upon their open Coaft, and for this Puipofe 
our Seamen and Marines may, I think, do as well as a Body 
of regular Land-Forces. If we had refolved upon this Me- 
thod of harrafline the Enemy, m order to make their Peo- 
ple fenfible of the War, our Squadron under Admiral Had" 
dock might have done them great Damage, and kept them 
in continual Alarms, hy plimdering many Places upon the 
open .Coaft, and by bummg and deilroyin^ the Ships in. 
many of their Harkiours ; fbr I muil join with other noble 
Lords in thinking, that it was very needleis to keep that 
Squadron conftantly in its Station before Cadizy became, if 
we had at firft fent a fufficient Force to the Wtfi-Imiies^ we 
had no Occafion to block up their Squadron in Port, and 
much le(s their Flota. Their Squadron wouM not have 
dared to have cruif^ in the open §eas, for intercepting any 
of our Fleets of Merchantmen, for fear of being itfelf mter- 
cepted by our Squadron ; and if we had kept a good Look- 
out, about the Letward and Carihhu Iflands^ we might, 
very probably, have intercepted the flota in its Paflage to 
America i or if w« had not, we fhould, probably, have had 
a Rood Share of the Returns, by Means of our Privateers 
and Cruifers, if the Sfaniatds had attempted to bring them 
to Europi in fmgle Ships. 

' But, my Lords, fome of thofe who hilve the Diredioa 
of our Councils, were realty. I believe, afraid, lefl we 
fhould intercept the Stanifi hlota ; and their Fean proceed- 
ed from a Mifbke wnich I have heard mentioned oy fome 
of their Friends in this Houfe. They imagine, my Lords, 
that the French^ Dufch, Italians^ and perhaps fome of our 
own Merchants, have a large Share of Property in the Car- 
goes of the SpamjSSf Flota and GaIUous ; and that confe- 
^uendy, if we fhould lay hold of any of them, it would 
involve our Government in endlefs Difputes with our Neigh- 
boun. This, my Lords, b a downrieht Mi^e : No Fo- 
reigner can have any Share either in Ship or Cargo. They 
ipult all be in the Name$ of Spaniards i and therefore the 
Whole would be lawful Prize, if we fliould happen to take 
them. If Foreigners had any latent Clauns on Ship or 
Cargo, we neither couU, nor ought to admit them :. In 
Time of War no Nation does fo : If the Ship appears to 
belong to an Enemy, both Ship and Cargo become the law- 
fA Pr^ of th« Captorsj^ except in thofe Cafos that are e^ 
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pt&h provided for by Treaty, alter the firft breakihg out Ann. i4 Ceo. n, 
of a War ; and even in thefe, the Claim muft appear by ^^ 
the Envoyces or Bills of Lading, and not by latent Deeds, ^ 
which might afterwards be forged on Purpofe to make a 
Claim. Therefore, if we had intercepted the Spamjb Flota^ 
we (hoold not have been involved in any Difputes with our 
Friends, becaufe none of them could have had a juft Pre*- 
tence to difpate the Property with us ; and, I hojpe, we are 
not brooght {o low, as to be obliged to admit ot Pretences 
that are not founded in Juftice and the Law of Nations. 
* It is pretended, I find, my Lords, by all thofe who 
have fpoke againft this Motion, that the Efcape of the Spa- 
nifr Squadron from Cadix, and Ferrel^ and the Arrival of 
the French and Spanifif Squadrons in the Weft-Indies^ fo 
long before we fent any Relief or Reinforcement to Admiral 
Verucn^ were owuig to mere Accidents, which could not b« 
provided ajgainfl hy human Prudence. My Lords, this b the 
\try Cafe m Quefnon, and the very Cafe we are to enauire 
into. It b generally thought, that all Accidents have oeen 
with OS, inltead of being againU us ; or that if any have 
been a^unft us, they were fuch as might have been pre- 
vented, or provided againil by a very (null Share of human 
Prudence. I have R^on, I think, to believe, that except 
Fort0 Beilo and Cbagra^ we have reaped no Advantass m 
this War but what has happened bv Accident. Our tudn^ 
the Curacca-ShA^ was plamly owme to Accident ; for it 
was highly improbable any Spanijh Ship (hould approach the 
Bay of Cadi%t while our Squadron lay before it. The Ca- 
ftf jftf-Ships would not, if they had not by Accident miffed 
meeting %vith any of the Advice-Boats lent out by the Spa- 
niards to give Notice where our Squadron was flationed ; 
which (hews, th^t the appointing of our Squadron to lie in any 
certam Station, was the worft Method we could take, for in- 
tercepting the rich Spanijh Ships in their Return from the 
Wefi-lndies^ If we had intercepted the ^^«/i-Ships, it 
would have been entirely owing to Accident ; for, notwith- 
• ffauiding our talking fo much of our fecret Intelligence, it 
appeared, that we knew nothing of the Courfe th^ were to 
lleer. In ihort, during the whole Courfe of the war, I do 
not know of one Capture that has been made but by Acck< 
dent, or by the good Condud of fome of our private Cap- 
tains : None have been made by the good Condu£t of our 
Miniflers ; but, I am fure, the Spaniards have made many 
upon us by the bad Condu^ oi our Miniilers. Our Mer- 
chants have fufFered in a moil furprizing Manner : If there 
were no other Sufpicion of Mifcondu£t, this alone defer ves, 
and ought to be enquired into by Parliament \ for the Enemy 

haw 



Ann. uCeo.Xl. hme fych a ^^mfacr of Pdvateers at Sot, And n/t hear A 
^ i?^ ^*f^^ ^ our Cruifcrs, that if our Meickant^hip* wbkh iiul 
^ ^^~ — ' without, or are feparated from their Canvo)r, m^ iieing ta- 
ken, I mtiil aicribe it to mere Aocideut ; and, as it has Seen 
already obferved, I do not know, liut that the Safety of Ad 
tniral Femoa and €iir Sugar-Iilands is to be afcnbed to ^ 
lame Caufe. 

' Thus, my Lords, from what publicly appean, sM Ac- 
cidents feem to have been in our i^vour : If ai^ lucve been 
againft as, let us know them in a Parliamentary Way : Let 
MS enquire into tbem ; and tiben *we can detemtBe, whether 
they ought to be admitted as an Excufe for our Condad. A 
Amotion for an Enquiry, and much Jefs a Motion for enabling 
ius to enquire, is liO final Judgment. If the Rcdes laid down 
by the noble Lord who fpoke lafl, were to be admitted, no 
Man could move for an Enquiry into a MiniHer's Condod, 
bat the Miniftcr himfelf s for if one is not to move for ai 
Enquiry, uniefs he judges the Alinider's Condn^> to hate 
been excelfively bad, and if he can form no fuch Jadgment, 
Kithoat knowing all that the Minifter knows, and all out he 
ought to know, no luch i nquiry could ever be moved for 
but by the Minifler himfelf, the Abfurdity of which I need 
not explain. But this, my Lords, is not the Rule: When 
we are confidering, whether or no we cu^ht to enquire into 
a Minifler^s Condiid, we are to jud^ ^rom the known Cir- 
cumftaoces and Appearances of Things ; and if from them 
iiis Condud feems to be fufpicious, we ought to refobe upon 
an Enquiry, and to call for every Thing we think nece&jy 
for that Purpofe The Judgment we 3ien form, is not fi- 
nal even as to his Condudl ; becaufe, when we enter apon 
that Enquiry, he will have an Opportunity to julUty his 
Meafures, by laying before the Houfe thofe , private Infor- 
mations which were his Motives for purfuing or advifinglbch 
Meaforee ; and from thefe we may find that Condud to be 
right, vdiich, according to the public and known A{>pear- 
^ ances of Things, iieemed to be exceffively bad. 

' This, my Lords, is the only Rule we can lay down to 
ourfolves, in all Deliberations, whether or no we ought to 
enquire into the Whole, or any Part of a Minifter's Condud. 
This ihall always be my Rule ; and accordmg to this, I 
think myfelf obliged, both in Duty to my King, and in 
Duty to my Country, to concur with wy noble Frien^ in 
the Motion he has made to you.^ 

The Queftion was then put upon the iaid Motx>n, Con- 

ft^^Ud. tent 41, Not Content 58. And it was Refolved in the Ne- 
gative. 

X Pifintiemt. 



Diffintient. 

* I. Becaufe wc conceive, that there never were Tndruc- Ann. 14 Ceo. It 
tioDS more neceflkiy to be examined, than thofe contained in 1740. 

this Qiteftion, in order to cnaWe us to difcharge our Duty, V— -V"**^ 
both as Counfellors to his Majelly, and Guardiais of the P'otcil tbcttmu 
Nation. 

* The known and aftonifhing Ina£Uon, for the Space of 
abore Two Yeais^ of a great ami powerful Fleet, fitted out 
and maintained at an immenfe Expence to the Nation, fixed 
a heavy Charge either upon the L ommander of that Squa- 
dron» or upon thofe who gave him his Inflru£lions. But 
when wc con^are the experienced Courage and Abilities of 
Rcar*Admiral Hatldbck, upon all former Occafions, with the 
inglonoos Inibu£tions given by thb Adminifbration to the 
femal Admirals employed lor thefe laft Twenty Years, we 
cannot, as at prefent informed, but impute this unaccountable 
InadUon to the Weaknefs or Puilllanimity of thole, whofe In- 
ftradions, we are perfuaded, he with Concern obev*d. And 
^t are confirmM m this Opinion, bv his being itill continued 
in that Conunand, which a Difobedlence to his Inibudlions 
would have foneited. 

' 2. 6e<sufe we think it neceilaiy, that the Houfe (hould 
be fuUy informed, by what fatal Miftake, Negligence, or 
Defign, the Spanifi Squadron at Cadi%, (b long blocked 
op in that Port, wnile Aey were neither ready, nor the Sea- 
fon of the Year fit for 'em to go out, Ihould have been, by 
the fudden withdrawing of our Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
permitted to fail without Molefiation, as foon as they were 
fit, and the Seafon favourable. And we cannot, as at pre- 
ient ijiformM, impute that unhappy Meafore to Sir Chalorier 
OiJ:, fincc. Orders of. that great Unportaace ought to be con- 
ceived in the cleareft, plain eft, and leall ambiguous Terms ; 
which, hr*d he mrllaken, he would not have been, as he now 
is, entrulled with the Command of fo great a Fleet, and 
with the Litcrpretaiion of Inftruc>ions of lliJ greater Confe- 
quence. Nor can we conceive, that the Communication of 
Ordcts relating only to Sailing, and the Change of Station^ 
can fufficiently clear up a Point of that great Importance. 

* 3. fiecauie we thunk that the Hale Objedion, that the 
Communication of thefe In(bru£Uons may discover to our £« 
nemies intended Defigns and \ttempts» can have no Weight 
upon this Ocxafion, when the Reafon for calling for thofe 
IniJruftions, is, becaufe no one Attempt of any Kind what- 
ibever has been made upon our Enemies in the Courfe of 
above two Years ; and it is not credible, that, if during that 
Time, any one Defign had been intended, no one Attempt 
ihould have been made in Confequence of it. We there* 

1740; 4 K fore 
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iU».'i4Geo.n. fore JiiAly may, and only can conceive thefe Inflru£don.% 

j74o^ ^ which we were not allowed to apply for, to be of the fame 

' inadlive Nature of thofe which we have fonnerly feen fiow- 

ine from the fame laneuid SoorcCy to the eqaal Diihonoar 

of his Majeily's CouncEs and Arms* 

* 4. Becaufe we conceive, that the Denial of thefe necef- 
fary Lights, puts a full Stop to any farther efiedhial Enquiry 
into the Condud of the War ; an Enquiry fo becoming th» 
Houfe, and fo unanimoufly called for by the Voice of the Na- 
tion, that outward Appearances have at once raifed the Cu- 
riofity, the Afloniftiment, and the Concern of a brave and a 
loyal People, willing to facrificc their Lives and Fortunes for 
tlie Honour and Advantage of his Majefly and this EJngdom, 
in the Profecution of this juft and neceffaiT War : And we 
conceive that they ought, by the fhidleii Efnquinr, upon the 
fullefl Informations, to have been iatisfied as to the paft, and 
iecured as to the future. And we think, that all mmute £n- 
cjuiries into the little Abufes of inferior Officers, over whom 
it is the Duty of the Adminiftration to watch, would be only 
amufing and deceiving Mankind with the Name of an £n- 

Suiry, and defcending from our Dignity of Counfellon of 
le Qown, and Checks of the Adminiftration, to the low 
Rank of Inquijitors into the Conduct of petty and unproted- 
ed Offenders. We tlierefore think, that we have difcharged 
our Duty to his Majefly and the Public, in having moved for 
thofe Papers, which we confidered as the Foun^tkms abfo- 
lutely neccilary for a proper and efFc6lual Enquiry. We here 
enter our Diffent ujpon the Denial of thofe Papers ; the World 
muft then judge ol the Condud of the War, u^on the Ap- 
pearance of Fa^ts and Circumftances ; with this confidera* 
ple^ additional Circumflance, That Lights were dettied.\ 

Litchfield, Oxford^ 

Bridgivater^ Hereford, 

Shaft/bury, Montjey^ 

Carlijle, Greenwich, 

Falmouth, Wiihughly de Brooke'^ 

Abingdon^ Ward, 

JicFverJbamt Northampton, 

Talhot, Chefierfield, 

Denbigh, Berk/hire, 

Hallifax, Gower, 

Bathurfi, Briftol, 

Middleton, Weftmoreland, 

Thanet, Cobham, 

Suffolk, ^ Jt. li„c,h^ 
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Ann. 14 (ieo, tt 
bicemher g, being appointed for taking thfe Army Into ^4o* ^ 
Coflfideration, the Duke of AtyU flood up, and (poke to ^ ^*^ ^ 
the foUowing Effba. DcUteoothe 

• Army. 

' My Lords, as the prefent Situation of our AiTairs may WkM^Jr^k^ 
require an Augmentation of our Forces, and, as the Succeis ^y 

of our Arms and the Prefervation of our Liberties may e- . ^ ^ '/^A /y ,y^^ 
qually depend upon the Manner in which the new Forces 
ihal] be laifed, there is, in my Opinion, no Queflion mores ^^ 
worthy the Attention of this Auguft Affembly, than what ./^^^ 
may be the moft proper Method of increaling our Army, /t/^^ Yjiie 

• On this Queftion, my Lords, I ihall ofer my own Sen- "^^ 
timentB with greater Confidence, as there are few Men who ^ ^ (^z ^ /^taI 
bavc had more Opportunities of being acquainted with it in ^ ^^^y' ^7^ " 
its whole Extent, as 1 have fpent great Part of my Life in -^ 7^. 

the Field and the Camp. I commanded a Regiment under *^ '/'- o/^ f^'- 
King William^ and have long been cither the firft, or al- / ^ -^ o ^f — 
moft the firft Man in the Army. . /- ^7 ^ 

' I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed without Difficulty, Zr/^ yZ '^^ ' 
tbt I have at leaft been educated in the beft School of War, ^^^^^ V^ ^^ ^ 
and that nothing but natural Incapacity can have hindered _V.^ r^^^'-^^ , 
me from making ibme ufefui Obiervations upon the Difci- ^ ^^ / 

pline and Government of Armies, and the Advantages and 
incoDveniencies of the various Plans upon which other Na- 
tions regulate their Forces. 

' I have always maintained, my Lords, that it is neceflaiy 
in the prefent State of the neighbouring Countries to keep 
op a Body of regular Troops, that we may not be lels able 
to defend onrfelves, than our Enemies to attack us. 

' It is well known, my Lords, that States mull fecure 
themfehres by different Means, as they are threatned by Dan- 
gers of different Kinds ; Policy muft be oppofed by Policy^ 
£nd Force by Force ; our Fleets muft be increafed when our 
Neighbours grow Formidable by their Naval Power, and 
Annies muft be maintained at a Time like this, in which 
every Prince on the Continent eftimates his Greatnefs by the 
Number of his Troops. 

• But an Army, my Lords, as it is to be admitted only 
for the Security of the Nation, is to be fo regulated, th?.t 
it may produce the End for which it is eftablilhed ; that it 
may be ufefui without Danger, and proteft the People with* 
out oppreRing them. 

• 'Jo this Purpofe, my Lords, it is indifpenfibly neceflkry, 
that the militery Subordination be inviolably preferved, and 
that Difciplinebc indifcriminately excrcifed without any partial 
Indulgence, or mahcious Severities j that every Man be pro- 
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Aatt. i4Geo. II. xnoted according to his Defert, and that Militaiy Merit alone 
i74o> give any Preteidions to Military Preferments. 

• « Tq make the Army yet more ufcful it ought to \fc un- 
der the fole Command of one Man, exalted to the impoitut 
Truft by his known Skill, Courage, Juftice, and Fidelity, 
and uncontrouled in the Adminifmition of his Province by 
any other Authority, a Man enabled by his Expeneooe to 
diftinguilh the Deferving, and invcfted with Power to lewaid 
them. 

* Thus, my Lords, oueht an Army to be regulated, to 
which the Defence of a Nation is entrufted, nor can any 
other Scheme be formed which will not expofe the Public to 
Dangers more formidable than Revolutions or Invafions. 
And yet, my Lords, how widely thofe who have aiTumed 
the £)ire£Uon of Ai&irs have deviated from this Method is 
well known. It b known equally to the higheil and mcaneH 
Officers, that tho(e who have mod Opportunities of obfer- 
ving military Merit, have no Power of rewarding it ; and 
therefore every Man endeavours to obtain other Recommen- 
dations than thofe of his Siq)eriors in the Army, and to di 
ftinguifh himfelf by other Services than Attention to his Du- 
ty, and Obedience to his Commanders. 

* Our Generals, my Lords, are only Colonels with a 
higher Title, without Power, and without Command ; they 
can neither make themfelves loved nor feared in their 
Troops, nor have either Reward or Puniihment in their 
Power. What Difcipline, my Lords, can be eftabliihed by 
Men, whom thofe, who fometimes ad the Farce of Obe- 
dience, know to be only Phantoms of Authority, and to be 
reflrained by an arbitrary Minifter from the Exercife of diofo 
CommiHions which they are in veiled with ? And what is an 
Army without Difciphne, Subordination and Obedience? 
What, bat a Rabble of licentious Vagrants, fet free from the 
common Redraints of Decency, exempted from the Necef- 
iity of Labour, betrayed by Idlenefs to Debauchery, and 
let loofe to prey upon the People ? Such a Herd can only 
awe the Villages, and blufler in the Streets, but can never 
be able to oppofe an Enemy, or defend the Nation by which 
they are fupported. 

' They may, indeed, form a Camp upon fome of the 
neighbouring Heaths, or pafs in Review with tolerable Re- 
gularity ; they may fometimes feize a Smugler, and fome- 
times affift a Conftable with Vigour and Succefs. But un- 
happy would be the People who had no other force to op- 
pofe againft an Army habituated to Difcipline, of which 
every one founds his Hopes of Honour and Reward upon the 
Approbation of the Commander. 

'That 
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^ Tliat no Man twill labour to no Pnrpofc, or undergo the ^^ i4,o«o,n. 
Fatigue of military Vigilance, without an adequate Motive ; ' 1740. 
that no Man will endeavour to learn fuperfluous Duties, and 
negle^ the eafieft Road to Honour and to Wealth, merely 
for the Sake of encountering Difficulties, is eaiily to be ima- 
gined. And therefore, my Lords, it cannot be conceived, 
that any Man in the Army will very follicitoufly apply him- 
felf to the Duties of his Profeilion, of which, when he has 
learned them, the moil accurate Pradtice will avail him no- 
thing, and on which he muft lofe that Time which might 
have been employed in gaining an Interefl in a Borough, or 
in forming an Alliance with fome Orator in the Senate. 

' For nothing my Lords, is now confide red but Parlia- 
mentaiy Intereft, nor is any Subordination defired but in the 
fapreme Council of the Kingdom. For the £fbbli(hnient of 
this new Regulation the Honours of e\'ery Profeflion are 
proftituted, and every CommifFion is become merely nomi- 
nal. To gratify the Leaders of the minifterial Party, the 
mod defpicable Triflers- are exalted to an Authority, and 
thofe whofe Want of Underilanding excludes them from 
any other Employment, are feledted for military CommiT- 
iions. 

' No fooncr have they taken PolTeffion of their New Com- 
mand, and gratified, with fome A& of OpprefTion* the Wan- 
tonneis of new Authority, but they defert their Charge with 
the Formality of demanding a Permiffion to be abfent, which 
their Commander dares not deny them. Thus, my Lords, 

Sf leave the Care of the Troops, and the Study of the 
es of War, to thofe unhappy Men, who have no other 
Claim to Elevation, than Knowledge and Bravery ; and who, 
for want of Relations in Parliament, are condemned to lin- 
ger out their Lives at their Quarters, amufe themfelves with 
recounting their Anions and Sufierings in former Wars, and 
with reading, in the Papers of every Poft, the Conuniilions 
which are beftowed on thofe who never faw a Battle. 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, Preferments in the Army, 
infiead of being confiderM as Proofs of Merit, are Iook*d on 
only as Badges of Depcndaiu» ; nor can any Thing be in- 
ferred from the Promotion of an OfHcer, but that he is, in 
ibme Degree or other, allied to fome Member of Parliament, 
or the leading Voten of a Borough. 

' After this Manner, my Lords, has the Army been mo- 
delled, and on thefe Principles has it fubfifled for the lail 
and the prefcnt Reign : neither myfelf, nor any other Gene- 
ral Officer, have been confulted in the DiAribution of Com- 
mands, or any Part of military Regulations. Our Armies 
have known no other Power than that of the Secretary of 
I War, 
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Ana. 14 Ceo. n. War, wlio (lire£b all their Motions, and fills up every Va- 
1740. cancy withoat Oppofition, and without Appeal. 
^ * * But never, my Lords, was his Power more confpidiods 

than in raifmg the Levies of lail Year ; never was any Aq- 
thority more defpotically exerted, or more tamely fobmitted 
to i never did any Man more wantonly (port with his Com- 
mand, or more capricioufly diipofe of Polls and Preferments ; 
never did any Tyrant appear to fet Cenfure more openly at 
Defiance, treat Murmurs and Remonibances with greater Con- 
tempt, or with more Confidence and Security dimribute Pofis 
amone his Slaves, withodt any other Reafon of Preference, 
than his own uncontroulable Pleafure. 

' And furely no Man, my Lords, could have made Choice 
of fuch Wretches for military Commands, but to (hew, that 
nothing but his own private Inclinations fhould influence his 
Conduct, and that he confidered himfelf as fupreme and un- 
accountable : For we have feen, my Lords, tne fame Ani- 
xnals To-day cringing behind a Counter, and To-morrow 
fwellin^ in a military Drefs ; we have feen Boys fent from 
School m Defpair of Improvement, and entrufled with mili- 
tary Command ; Fools that cannot lean their Duty, and 
Children that cannot perform it, have been indifcriminately 
promoted ; the Drofs of the Nation has been fwept together 
to compofe our new Forces, and every Man who was too 
ilupid or infamous to learn or carry on a Trade, has been 
placed, by this great Difpofer of Honours, above the Ne- 
ceiTity of Application, or the Reach of Cenfure. 

* Did not fbmetimes Indignation^ and fometimes Pity, 
check the Sallies of Mirth, it would not be a difagreeable En- 
tertainment, my Lords, to obfcrvc, in the Park, the various 
Appearances of thefe raw Commanders, when they are ex- 
posing their new Scarlet to view, and ftrutdng with the firit 
Raptures of fudden Elevation ; to fee the Mechanic new mo- 
delling his Mien, and the Strippling tottering beneath the 
Weight of his Cockade ; or to hear the Converfation of tlusfe 
new Adventurers, and the infbii6Uve Dialogues of School- 
boys and Shop-keepers. 

* I take this Opportunity, my Lords, of clearing myself 
ii-om any Sufpicion of having contributed, by my Advice, to 
this flupendous CoUedtion. I only once internofed with the 
Recommendation of a young Gentleman who had learned bis 
Profefllon in two Campaigns among the Ruffians \ and whom, 
yet, neither his own Deiert, nor my Patronage, could ad* 
vance to a Commi^don. And, I believe, my Lords, all the 
other General-Officers were equally unconfulted, and would, 
if their Advice had been aiked, equally have difapproved the 
Meafures that have been puxfuedl 

•But 
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« Bat thus, my Lords, were our new Regiments completed ; AM.i40«fc U. 
m which, of Two hundred and Bfty Officers who have fub- ^ JH^ 
&M, upon Half pay, only Thirty-tix have been promotedt, 
though, furely, they might have pleaded a juiler Claim to £m« 
pl03nnent, who had learned their Profeilion in the Service of 
their Country, and had long languifhed in Penury, than thoTe 
who had neither Knowledge, nor Capacity, who had neither 
aded, nor fufiered, any 1 hing i and who might have been 
deftined to the Hammer, or die Plough, without any Difre- 
putation to their Families, or Diiappointment to them- 
leives. 

' I have been told, indeed, my Lords, that to fome of 
thefe Officers Commiffions were offered, which chey reliifed ; 
and for this Reflifal, every Reafon is alledged, but the true ; 
fome, indeed, excufed themielves as diiabl^ by Age, and In- 
firmities, from military Service ; nor can any ObjeAion be 
made to fo juft a Pka. For how could thofe be refufed in 
thfo Age the Cbmforts of Eafe and Repoie, who have ferved 
dieir Country with their Youth and Vigour ? 

* Others there are, my Lords, who refufed Commiffions 
upon Motives very diffin!ent ; in which, nevertheleis, fome 
JafUce cannot be dienied. They who had long ftudied, and 
long pradifed their Profeffion j they, who had tried their 
Coon^ in the Breach^ and given Proofs of their Skill in the 
Face of the Enemy, refilled to obeyJ the Command of No- 
vices, of Tradefmen, and of Schoolboys : They imagined, 
my Lords, that they ought to govern thofe whom they Siould 
be oUiged to infbrud ; and to lead thofi9L,Troops, whom they' 
mnft range in Order. But they had forgot that they had 
oat-lived the Time when a Soldier was formed by Study and 
Experience, and had not heard, in their Retreats, that a Co- 
lonel or a Captain was now formed in a Day ; and therefore, 
when diev law and heard their new Commanders, they re- 
tired back to their Half pay with Surprize and Indignation. 

' But, my Lords, the Follies of bft Year cannot be eafily 
redified, and are only now to be expoied, that they may not 
be repeated. If we are now to make new Levies, and en- 
creafe the Number of our Land-Forces ; it is, in my Opi- 
nion, incumbent upon us to confider by what Methods we 
nay hdk augment our Troops, and how we may be able to 
refill our foreign Enemies, without expoiing the Nation to 
inteftine Miferies, and leaving our Liberties at the Mercy of 
the Court. 

• There are, my Lords, two Methods of increaiin? our 
Forces ; the firil is, that of raifing new Regiments ; uie o- 
ther^ of adding new Men to thofe which already fubfift. 
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ilAiui^GcowIL * fi^ Riifing newr R^inientSk my Lx>rdB, y^t (haSl miy par 
'740^ ^ tify-tlic MkiSer with the Diftribudon n^ new CommiffionSy 
^ and the Eflablkhment of new Dependants ; we fliaH enlaqre 
the Influence of the Court, and nKxeafe the Charge of the 
Nation, which is already loaded with too many Taxes to fu^ 
port any unneoeffar;' Expence. 

' By the other ^Jethody of adding a Hundred Men to every 
CoiT^any, we ihall not only iave the Pay of the Officen, 
which is no Aight Coniideration, but^ what feems, if the Re- 
ports rukd by the Miniftiy, of our prefent Danger, be true, 
of far more Importance, (hall form the new Forces widi 
More Expedition inio rtgnkr Troops ; for, by diftributing 
them amoftg thofe who are already inftrudUd in their Doty, 
we fhall give them an Opportunity of hourly Improvement ; 
cvevy Man's Comrade will be his Mailer, and every one will 
be ambitioos of forming himfelf by the Example of thofe 
who have been in the Army longer than therofelves. 

* If it be objected, my Loixls^ that the Number of Offi- 
cers will not then bear a juft ft^rti^n to that of the Sol- 
diets, it may be anfwered, that Che Foreign Troops of the 
greateil Reputation have no g^ter Number of Officers, as 
every one moil know who is acquainted with the ponftitution 
of the mod formidable Armies of Eurefe, Thofe of the 
King of Prvjla, or of the various Nations by which we weie 
aiKlted in the late War, either as Confederates or Mercena- 
ries^ have but few Officers. And I very well remember, my 
Loids, that whenever they were joined by Parties of oar 
own Nation, the Inequality in the Namber of the Oflkers, 
poduoed Contefb and D<Tputcs. 

* The only Troops of Ernr^^ my Lords, that fwarm 
with Officers, are diofe of France ; but even theie have 
fewer- Officers, in jproportion to their private Men, in time of 
War ; for when thev difband any Part of their Forces, they 
do not, like us, reduce their Officers to Ha)f-pay, but add 
them to the Regiments not reduced, that the Families of their 
Nobility may not be burthened with needy Dependants, and 
that they may never want Officen for new Levies. 

* There are many Reafons, my Lords, that make this 
Prance in France more reaibnabk than it would be in our 
Kingdom, It is the chief View of their Governors to con- 
tinue abfolute, and therefore their confbmt Endeavour to 
keep great Numbers in Dependance ; it ought to be our 
Care to hinder the Increafe of the li^uence of the Court, 
and to obffand all Meafures that nlay extend the Authority 
of the Miniiliy ; and therefore thole Meafiires are to be 
purfued, by which Independasce and Liberty will be mod 
iupported, 

'It 



' Tt 13 likawife to be remembred, my Lords^ that a Fnnch Ann. 14 Geo.IL 
d&er IS {uoDOfrted with Pay not mudi hrger than that of ^ JZ^ 
a private Soi£er among us ; and that therefore the Argument 
which allies fiom the Neceflity of Frugality^ is not of the 
iame Force in both Nations. 

' There is yet another Reafon why the French are under 
die Neceffity of employing more Officers than any other Na- 
tion : The Strength of- their Armies confifts in their Gen- 
tlemen, Who cannot be expefted to ferve without fome Com- 
mand : The oommon Soldiers of the French Army are a 
mean, fpiritlefs^ defpicable Herd, fit only to drudge as Pio- 
neers, to raife Entrenchments, and to dig Mines ; but with- 
out Courage t6 hcc an Enemy, or to proceed with Vigour 
in the Face of Danger. 

* Their Gentlemen, my Lords, are of a very different 
Charadbr ; jealous of their Honour, and confcious of their 
Birth, eager of Diftindlion, and ambitious of Preferment. 
They have commonly their Education in the Army, and 
have no Expe^htions of acquiring Fortunes equal to their 
Defires by any other Profeffion, and are therefore intent up- 
on the Improvement of every Opportunity which is offered 
them of increaiing their Knowledge and exalting their Re- 
pntatioo. 

' To the Spirit of thefe Men, my Lords, are the French 
Annies indebted fOr all their Vidlories, and to them is ta 
be attributed the prefent Perfcilion of the Art of War. Thc^ 
have the Vigilance and PeHeverance of Romans, joined with 
the namral Vivacity and Expedition of their own Nation. 

' We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, that there 
is in the French Armies an Eftablifhmcnt for more Gende- 
men than in other Countries, where the Difparihr between 
the military Virtues of the higher and lower Clailes of Men 
is Ids confpicuous. In the Troops of that Nation nothing 
is expeded but from the Officers, but in ours the common 
Solders meets Danger with equal Intrepidity, and icoms tOf 
fee himfelf excelled by his Officer in Courage or in Zeal. 

* We are therefore, my Lords, under no Neceffity of bur- 
thening our Country with the Expence of new Commiffions, 
which in the Army will be f uperfluons, and in the State dan- 
gerous, as they wiH fill our Parliament with new Dependants, 
and our Corporations with new Adherents to the Minifler, 
wbofefteadv PeHeverance in his favourite Scheme of Parlia- 
mentary Subordination will be perhaps the only Occafion of 
thefe new Levies, or at leaft has hindered the right Appli- 
cation of oar fbnding Troops. For what Reafon, my Lords, 
can fnvention or Imagination affign, why the Troops who 
hsd been for fome Time difciplined, were not rather (ent to 
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Ann. 14 Gco.n. the Afliftanc* of Femon than the new Marines, «cept thaf 
^7 40^ fomc of them were commanded by Men, who had obtained 
^ Seats in the other Houfe, and who by their fettled Adhe- 
rence and avow*d Fidelity to the Miniller, had recommended 
themfelves too powerfully to be rafhly expofed in the Service 
of their Country to the gullets of the Spaniards. 

* So great, mv Lords, has been the MiniHer's Regard to 
* Parliamentary /Abilities, and fo ilridi his Gratitude to his 

f'riends, that I know of but one Member of the other Hoafe 
that has been hazarded in this Expedition ; and he a hopelefs, 
abandoned Patriot, infeniible of the Capacity or Integrity of 
our Minifhy, and whom nothing has been able to reconcile 
to our late Meafures. He therefore who has never exerted 
himfelf in Defence of the Minifby, was in his turn thought 
unworthy of miniderial Protection, and was given up to tk^ 
Chance of War without ReluCiance. 

* But I hope your Lordfhips will concur with me in the 
Opinion, that it is not always neceffary to gratify the Mi- 
niftry, but that our Country claims fome Part of our Regard, 
and therefore that in eftablifhing our Army we Ihould puifue 
that Method which may be moll accommodated to our Con- 
ilitution, and inflead of imitating the military Policy of 
the French, follow the Example of thofe Nations by whoft 
Troops they have been conquer'd. 

* Had this Sclieme been hitherto foUow'd, had our new 
Levies, inftead of being put under the Command of Boys, 
been diftributed in jufl Proportions among the (landing Regi- 
ments, where they might foon have been qualified for Senrice 
by the Infpeftion of e;q>erienced Officers, we might now have 
feen an Army capable of awing the Court of Spain into Sub* 
mifiion, or, if our Demands had been ilill refufed, of re- 
venging our Injuries, and punifhing thofe who have infulted 
and defpifed us. 

* From an Army thus raifed and difciplined, Detachments, 
my Lords, ought to have been fent on board of all our Fleets, 
and particularly that which is now flation'd in the Medttfrra- 
neatly which would not then have coafled about from one 
Port to another, without hurting or frighting the Enemy, but 
might by fudden Defcents have fpre^ Terror thro' a great 
Part of the Kingdom, harraffed their Troops by continual 
Marches, and by frequent IncurfioQS have plunder'd all the 
maritime Provii.ces, driven the Inhabitants into the inland 
Country, and laid the Villages in Afhes. 

* Inhere is yet, my Lords, no Appearance of a Peace, for 
our Succefs has not enabled us to prefcribe Terms, and I 
hope we are not yet fallen fo low as. to receive them ; it is 
therefore proper to form fuch Refolutions as may influence 

the 
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tiie Condua of the War, and enable us to retrieve the Errors Ann. 14 Geo. If. 
of our paft Meafures. 1740. 

* The MiniHer, my Lords, is not without Panegyriib,who V— -^V***^ 
may perhaps endeavour to perfwade as, that we ought to 

refign all our Underilandings to his fuperior WifHom, and 
blindly truft our Fortunes and our Liberties to his unfliakcn 
Intesiity. They will, in Proof of his Abilities, produce the 
wonderAiI Dexterity and Penetration which the late Negotia- 
tions have difcover'd, and wiU confirm the Reputation of his 
Integrity by the conflant Pariimony of all his Schemes, and 
the Unwillingnefs with which he^ at any I'ime, increafes the 
Expences of die Nation. 

* fiut, my Lords, it is the great Duty of your high Sta- 
tion to watch over the Adminiflration, and to warn thofe, 
who are more immediately entruHed with the public AiHiirs, 
againft Meafures which may endanger the Safety or Happineis 
of the Nation ; and therefore, if I have prov'd ta your Lord- 
ihips, that to raife new Regiments is dangerous to our Liber- 
ties, that a Multitude of Officers is of no Cfe in War, afld 
that an Army may be more expeditioufly dicipl;n*d by add« 
ii^ new Men to every Company, I hope vour Lordfhips will 
agree to this Refoluthon which I have drawn up with the 
ntmoft Brevity, and of which the Meaning cannot be miila- ., 

ken. Moves that tJit 

' That the augmenting the Army by raifmg Regiments, Ar^^" "^ew * 
as it is the moft unneceila^ and moil expenfive Method of Regiments is 
Augmentation, is alfo the moll dangerous to the Liberties of dangerous : De* 
the Nation.' ^^ thcitgo. 

The Duke of Newcajth. 

* My Lords, As my Education and Employments have Duke of Arm- 
afforded me no Opportunities of acquiring any Skill in Mill- ^^^'« 

taiy Affairs, it will not be cxpefted by your Lordfhips, that 
i fliould be able to confute the Arguments of the noble 
Doke, whoie acknowledged Superiority in the Art of War, 
and the Abilities which he has difplayM in the Admini- 
fbatx>n of twtry Province which he has undertaken, give 
him a CLiim to the higheft Deference. 

* But, my Lords, as I cannot afTume the Province of dif- 
puting on this QuefUon, fo I cannot, without longer Confi- 
deration, form any Refolution concerning it ; for Arguments 
may be fallacious, which yet I cannot confute, and to ap- 
prove without Knowledge is no leis weak than to cenfure. 

* There is not any prefent NecefTity, my Lords, of form- 
ing a Refolution on this Subjeft 5 we are not now calPd up- 
on particalarly to coniider it, and certainly it cannot be pru.<t 
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Ann. 14 G«o. II. dent, hj i^ determinate a Decifion, pronoanced wiihoat Re- 
'740. fledUon or Deliberation, to pedude a fuller Examination of 
^ "»«"' "' this important Queftion.* 

Lord Carteret. 

tord Carteret, * My Lords, (he poble Duke who made the prefent Mo- 
tion, has fupported it by fuch Strength of Argument, and 
fo fully explained the Advanuges of the Met£xi whkrh it 
tends to reconunend, that not only the prefent Age, bat 
Pofterity may probably be indebted to him, for jufter Nod- 
ons of a military Eftabliihment, than have been yet attained 
eiren by thofe whoie Profeflion obliges them to fuch En- 
quiries. 

* Nor, my Lords, could we expe£t lefs from his long Ex- 
perience and extentive Capacity ; Experience gained in the 
Heat of War and in the Midft of Danger ; a Capacity not 
only cultivated by iblitary Difquifitions in Retirement and 
Security, but exercifed by Difficulties and quickened by Op- 
pofition. 

' Such Abilities, my Lords, matured by fuch an Education, 
have juftly made the noble Duke the Qrade of War, and 
procured him the Efteem and Reverence of all the Poweis 
upon Earth, 

' As I did not receive from my Education any mih'taiy 
Knowledge, I am not able to add much to the Arguments 
which your Lordfhips have already heard j but, ncverthe- 
lefs, having been under the Neceffity of regulating the Ar- 
JDY when I had the Honour to be employed in Iralani^ 
and having made in thole Countries where I tran&Aed the 
Bufmefs ot the Crown, feme Obfervations upon the di£ferent 
Forms of military Efhiblifhment, I hope I (hall be allowed 
to offer what my Experience or my Remarks may fuegeft to 
ine, in Confirmation of the Sentiments of the noble Duke. 

* When I was in Ireland^ my Lords, the Troops of that 
Kingdom coniilled of twenty one Regiments, of which ten 
were, as laft Year, brought into England^ and the Iri^ For- 
ces were to be filled up by new Levies, which were raiied in 
the Manner now proposed, by increafing every Regiment 
from three hundred and forty to fix hundred Men, fe that 
the eleven Regiments, remaining compofed a Body of nearly 
the fame Number with the twenty-one Regiments as for- 
merly conftituted. 

Of the Stvedijh Eftablifhment, my Lords, the Reputation 
and Succefs of their Troops arc^an uncontrovertible Vindi- 
cation, and I have often had an Opportunity of comparing 
|he Number of Officers with that of ours^ and found their 
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pikatc Men to be far more iKiiiiieroas in Praportiott to the Am» i40do.I|^ 
Qfficen. >74o. 



In Hatnvir^ my Lords, I have feen his Majeft]r*t 
Tn)ops remaikable lor the Elegance of their Appearance, 
and being once asked by the Commander, at whiu £xpenoe 
one of thofe gallant Troopeis and his HoHe was fnpp o rt c J » 
was told, after confeffing my Ignorance, that he coft oq 
more than fourteen Pounds a Year, who ooold not in this 
Country be maintained for leis than forty. 

* 1 believe, my Lords, that the Freiuh Forces are not 
more expenfive than thofe of Hanover^ and therefore we are 
by no Means to imitate their Efiablifhment, for the Price of 
I V o vifi oas and Habits of Life do not admit <3^ any Diaino* 
don of the Fay of either our Officers or Soldiers, and wb 
can only kfien our £xpences by reducing their Numbers, 
to which J fball for my Part moft willingly contribute. 

* Bnt as this, my Lords, is not the proper Time for 
disbanding our Forces, of which the prd'ent State of our 
.AfEiirs may perhaps demand an Augmentation, it is necef^ 
iary to compare the State of our Forces with tiiat of foreign 
Troops, and fupply, by prudent Methods, the Difadvantages 
to which we are fubje£l by the peculiar Condition of omr 
Coontry. For if the French can fupport an Army at a fourth 
Fm of our Expence, what muil be the Confequence of a 
War, fuppofin^ the Wealth of the two Nations nearly equal f 
It will be to bttle Purpofe that we boa^ however jnftly, of 
the Superiority of our Troops; for though it fhoold be 
eranted that the Bntljb cannot be re^ed by an equal Nunw 
oer, yet it can never be expelled that they (hould conquer 
Tioq)$ four Times as numerous as themfelves. 

* Thus» my ix>rds, it appears with all the Evidence of 
arithmetical l3emonflration, that the Method now propofed 
is highly expedient, nor can ai^ Objedtion, in my Opinion^ 
be x^e to the Refolution offered to your Lordfhips. 

' That this is not a proper Time for this Enquiry has been 
indeed urged ; but furely no Time can be more proper thaa 
when we may, by a Refolution unanimoufly palTed, regulate, 
in fome Deg^e, the Conduct of the other Houfe, and hint 
to diem the Opinion of this AiTembly on a Queftion which 
is perhaps To morrow to be brought before them.* 

The Earl of Cbolnmdely^ 

* My Lords, tho* I was once honoured with a Command Earl of CM. 
in the Army, and confequentiy ought to have attained fome i 
mih'tary Knowled|;e, yet I have fo long reiigned my Com* 
miffion, pofleflied it for fo ihort a Time, and have fuffered my 
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ten. i4Geo. II. Attention to be diverted from Enquiries on that Sotjed by 
■ 'Z^ . Employments of fo different a Kind, that I cannot prefuroe 
U "y'^inj jQ oppofe any Knowledge of my own to the Reafbns which 
have oeen offered ; but I cannot think that the Condufions 
drawn by the noble Duke, are fb evidently true, as to force 
Convidtion, and exchide all Pofiibility of Reply ; nor can I 
conceive it conMent with the Dignity of this AfTembly, to 
yield implicitly to any Man^s AfTertions, or to pa& any Re- 
folution without an accurate Enquiry. 
' * Some Obje^ons, my Lords, arife upon Reflection from 
my narrow Obfervation and tranfient Reading, and thefel 
fhall lay before your Lordfhips, with an open Acknowledg- 
ment of my Infuffidency to difcufs the Queftion, and a fin- 
cere Defire of being inibu6led where I may be mifhken. 
* The Subordination of the Army, my Lords, appears to 
me in general to be fufficiently maintained, nor is it ever 
infringed but by particular Partiality, that can never be 
prevented, or a cailial Difierence in the Circumlbmces of 
the Officers', which, though not relative to the military Cha- 
la^en, will always produce fome Degree of Influence. 

' I know not, my Lords, how the general Regulation of 
our Forces, and the Diilribution of roilitary Honours can be 
condemned without extending fome Degree of Cenfuie to a 
Perfbn who ought not to be mentioned as concurring in any 
Meafures injurious to the Public. Our Army, my £>rds, is 
maintained by the Parliament, but commancled l^ the King, 
who has not either done, or direded any 1'hing of which 
his People may jufUy complain.* 

Duke of Jrgy/e, 

Duke of jir^ft, * My Lords, it is neceflaiy to clear myfelf from Mifrc* 
prefentations, and to preferve at the fame Time the Order 
of this Houfe, by reminding the noble Lord, that his Ma- 
jefly is never to be introduced into our Debates, becauie he 
18 never to be charged with Wrong ; and by declaring to 
your Lordfhips, that I impute no Part of the Errors com- 
mitted in the Regulation of the Army to his Maiefly, but 
to thofe MiniHers, whofe Duty it is to advife him, and 
whom the Law condemns to anfwer fbr*thc Confequences of 
their Councils.' 

The Earl of Choimondely. 

The Tarl ofC^j/^ * My Lords, if T mifreprcfcnted any Aflertion of the no- 

motidclj. bie Duke, it was by Mifapprehenfion,or Failure of Memory, 

apd not by Malice or Defign ; and if in any other Objec<« 
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^S whkh I fliaU make» I ihall fall into any Error of tli6 Ann. 14 Geo. Hi 
hme Kind, I dcfire that it may be aTcribei to the (ame '740' 

aufc. ^■~'^"-' 

* The Ignorance and Inexperience of oar prefent Officers 
have been expoTed with ^eat Gaiety of Imagination^ and 
widi the true Spirit of fatirical Rhetoric, nor can I jprefume 
to fupport them againil To formidable Cenfures. fiut, my 
Lords, I cannot difcover any Method of protta6ting the 
Lives of our old Officers beyond the ufual Term, nor of 
fupplying the Lois of thofe whom Death takes away horn 
the Army, but by fubftituting others, who, as they hav* 
feen no Wars, can have little Experience. 

' With Regard to the Number of Officers in the Foreign 
Troops^ I have been informed, that they were by an ex- 
prefs Stipulation to be conitituted in the iame Manner witk 
die BritiJ^ and Dutch Forces.' 

The Duke of Jtiyie. 

My Lords, As it was my Province in the late War to Dokeof .i^Aw 
fuperintend the Payment of the Foreign Troops, 1 ^lay be 
allowed to have fome Knowledge of the Eflabliihment, and 
hope I (hall not be imagined to need any Information oa 
thatSubjea.' 

Earl Q^Cbolmondtley. 

* My Lords, I do not prefume to difpute any AflTertion Earlof C&«/- 
of the noble Duke, for whofe Knowledge I have the higheft simiigp. 
Veneration, but only to offer fuch Hints for Enquiry as may 

be purfued by other Lords of greater Abilities, and to fhew, 

that as fome Difficulties may be raifed, the Refolutioa 

ODght not to be agreed to without farther Deliberation; 

fioce it not only tends to prefcribe the Meafures which ihalL , 

be hereafter taken, and prohibit a Method of raifing Forces,. 

which when diligently examined, may perhaps appear moil 

eligible, but to cenfure the Methods, which, when they 

were put in Pradice the laft Year, received the ApprobatioH 

of the whole Legiflature.' 

Earl of Weftmor eland. 

* My Lords, I have for my own Satisfaflion, ftated the^^j^f^^ 
Difference of the Expence between the two Methods of ^fi^ML 
raiiing Forces, and find it fo great, that the Method pro- 

pofed by the noble Dake, ought undoubtedly to be pie* 
a ferr'd 
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Aib. 14 Ote. It bnti, even tbo* it were attended with Come IncanTeiikBd, 
^40- from which he has ihewn it to be free. 

^■^■V"^^ • Prueality, my Lords, is one of the chief Virtoes of an 
Adminimation ; a Virtue, without which^ no Government 
can be long fupported ; the pnblic Expence can never be 
Doo accnrately oompatedi or the BrSt Tendency to Profiiiioii 
too rigorouily oppofed ; for, as in private Life^ fo in poli- 
tical Occonoroy, the Demands of Neceffity are ea£ly fiip- 
plied ; bat i( once the Calls of Wantonneft and Caprice are 
complied with, no Limits can be fixed^ nor will any Trea* 
five Defaffidcnt. 

* Whether the Barthens^ nnder which the People are 
BOW toiling) were all impofed by Neceffity, I will not en- 
quire ; but I thinks my liords, we may readily determine, 
&at whatever is not necefiary^ is cruel and oppreffive, and 
that therefore, fince the Expence of raifing new Regimeats 
appears at lead not to be neceilary^ it ought to be oppofed s 
and how can it be oppofed more jproperly or eScaually,* 
than by the noble Duke^s Refolution/ 

Lord Her*vey. 

ioidficnEwjr. ' My Lords, I do not claim any Superiority of Know- 

ledge in any Ai&irs that relate to the Public, but have leis 
Acquaintance with the Military Eftablilhment, than with 
any other Part of the Government, and can therefore neither 
joppofe the Refolution now offered to your Lordfhip by fuch 
Arguments as may deferve your Attention^ nor agree to it 
with that Degree of Convi&on^ which the Importance of 
it feems to require. 

' That the chief Argument which has been produced 
againft raifing new Regiments, is lefs formidable thain it has 
been repreiented, will, I believe, appear to your Lord(hip$, 
when it is coniidered^ that the Officers are always Gentlc- 
Bien of the firft Families in the Kingdom^ who, tberefbre, 
cannot be fuppofed voluntarily to give np their Relations and 
Pofterity to the Power of any Miniflry, or fer the Sake of 
their Commiffions, to betray that C<militution by which 
their own Properties are fecured* 

• Whether every other Argument may not with equal 
Jttftice be controverted, is not, without longer Confideration, 
poflible to be determined, and therefore It cannot be reafon- 
ably expeded, that we fhould agree to the Refolution, 
which would be only to decide without Examination, and 
to determine what vk e don*t underftand ; for I am luuier no 
Apprebenfion of being imagined to reflect unjuftly on this 
HouTe, in fuppoiing that many of your Lordihips may be 

Strangers 
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Sdingers to the QdcftioDy which, when the laft Lcries were Ana. i4deo. ii« 
made, was neither difcuflcd nor propofcd, ^4^^ ^ 

* I therefore move, that the previous Queftion may be ^^*V*^ 
put, which may perhaps gain Time fofficienc for a more 

cxad Enquiry upon this important Subjedt;^ 

Lord 7aibot. 

* My Lords^ If in Imitation of fome Noble Lords, I pro- Lorf Tai^; 
fefs my Ignorance of the Sabjedi on which i am to fpeak, 

may it not yet be allowed me^ after the Bxample of others, 
to employ the little Knowledge which I have, in the De- 
fence of a Refolution^ which appears to have no other Ten- 
dency, than the Advantage of the Public, and to ihew my 
Zeal for the Happinefs of my Country, though perhaps 
without the true Knowledge of its Intereft ? 

' The noble Lord, who fpoke laft^ is too great a Mafter 
of Eloquence^ not to be heard with all the Attention which 
Pleafure naturally produces, and a Reafoner too formidable 
not to raife in his Hearers, all the Anxiety, which is pro- 
duced by the Fear of being deceived by partial Reprefenta- 
tions, and artful Deductions. I am always afraid, my Lords; 
left Error Aiould appear too much like Truth^ in the Orna- 
ments which his Lordfhip^s Imagination may beftow, and 
left Sophiflry ihould dazzle my Underitanding whilft I ima- 
giae myfelf only guided by the Ligft of ReafoD. 

' I fliall therefore endeavour, my Lords, to review his 
Ornaments, and try whether they owe their Influence to thd 
Force of Truth, or to that of Eloquence. 

' His Lordfhip has obferved, that the ObjeAions which 
are now made to the Method of raifing new Regiment?^ 
were not produced lafi Year upon a like Occafion. I know 
not, indeed, what can be inferred from this Aflertion ; for 
inrcly it will nof maintain^ that an Error once admitted is to 
become perpetual. 

' Bat| my Lords, another Reafon may be affigned; for 
which the Objiedlions that occured laft Year might not be 
produced. The Miniftry after a long Courfe of difgraceful 
Negotiations, and artful Delays^ were, atleneth^ compel- 
led CO a War, by the general Clamours of the whole Nation ; 
bat they aAed as Men anwilling to execute what they did 
approve. They proceeded fe ilowly in their Preparations^ 
and were fo languid in all their Motions, that it was evident 
bow willingly they would have improved every Opportunity 
of retard i ng the Vengea nee wh ich they were forced to th reaten ; 
and ^ith what Artifices they would have protracted any 
Delays which they could have imputed to thofe by whom 
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Aim.s4^'U. they were oppofed. It was, therefore, to the laft ^P^ 
'74fa» , improper to embarrafs their Meafures of themfelves fumci- 
ently perplexed, or to lay any Obftacle in the way of thofe 
who would gladly be flopped. 

' That the Army is filled with Gentlemen, is fo far, my 
Lord5y from proving that there is nothing to be feared from 
it, that it is the only Foundation of all our SoUicitude. For 
none i)uc Gentlemen can injure our Liberties, and while the 
Pofts of ehe Army are beflowed as Rewards of Par!iamenta7 
Slavery, Gentlemen will always be found, who will be cor- 
rupted themfelves, and can corrupt a Borough ; who will 
purchafe a Vote in the Houfe, and fell it for military Prefer- 
ments. By the Pofls of the Army the Parliament may be 
corrupted, and by the Corruption of the Parliament, the 
Army be perpetuated. 

' Thofe, my Lords, who are the warmeft Opponents of 
the Army, apprehend not any Danger firom their Swori% 
but from their Votes. As they have been of late regulated 
without Difcipline or Subordination, I fhould not fed much 
Anxiety at feeing them led on by their new Commanders 
againfl a Body of honefl Ploughmen united in the Canie of 
Virtue and of Liberty i I ihonld with great Alacrity draw my 
Sword againfl them, and fhould not doubt of feeing them in 
a fhort Time heapM upon our Fields. 

' But, my Lords, they are employed to ruin us by a more 
flow and filent Method) they are directed to influence their 
Relations in the Parliament, and to fuborn the Voters in o&r 
fm^U Towns ;- they are difperfed over the Nation to infUll 
Dependence, and being enflaved themfelves, willingly un- 
dertake the Propagation of Slavery. 

' That the Army is inflrumental in extending the lur 
flnence of the Minifliy to the Parliament, cannot be denied, 
when military Preferments are held no longer, than while 
he that poffefles them, gives a Sanson by his Vote to the 
Meafurfs of the Court ; when no Degree of Merit is fuffid- 
ent to balance a fingle A£l of Parliamentary Oppofition, and 
when the Nation is rather to be left to the Defence of Boys» 
than the Minider be fufpefled of Mifcondudi. 

* Could either Bravery or Knowledge, Reputation or pafl 
Services, known Fidelity to his Majeflv, or the moflcon- 
fpicuous Capacity for high Trufl, have fecured any Man in 
the Enjoyment of his Poll» the noble Duke who made the 
Motion, had carried his Command to the Grave, nor had 
the Nation now been deprived either of his Arms, or of his 
Councils. 

* But, as he has now offered his Advice to his Country, 
and fupported hb Opinion with Procfs from Reafon and 

Expc- 
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Experience, which even thofe who oppofe them have con- Ano, isCco* Qi 
fcfsM thcmrelves unable to anfwer ; as the Jaftneis of his , ^74^* ^ 
ReafoDingt and the Extent of Jiia Knowledge, have £lenced ^^''VT^i 
thofe whofe Prejudices will not fuffer them to own themfelves 
iconvioced ; let us not« my Lords, reje^ what we cannot con- 
demn, nor fufier our Countrjr to be defrauded of the Advan- 
tage of this Refolution, by that low Parliamentary Craft.—- 

The Previous Quellion was then caird for, upon which • 
t^e Lord Chancellor fpoke to the following Purpoie, 

Lord Chancellor, 

' My Lords, I ani far from fufpedling th^t an open fro- jLoid Chancelbf^ 
fdlion of my Inability to examine the Queflion before us, in 
it5 ful) Extent, will be iipputed to an Affectation of Mo- 
defty, Ance any Knowledge of military Affairs could not be 
acquired in thofe Stations in which X have been placed, or 
by thofe Studies in which the greaceil Part of my Life is 
known to have been fpent. 

' It will not be expelled, my Lords, that I Hiould at- 
tempt a formal Confutation of the noble Duke's Poficions, 
or chat I (hooid be able to defend my own Opinion again^ 
his Knowledge and Experience ; nor would J, my ]U>rds, 
expofe myfelf to the Cenfure of having harangued upon War 
ip the Prefence of Hannibal. 

' ' The noble Duke has explained his Sentiments to your 
Lordfhips with the utmofl Accuracy of Method, and the 
sioil inuru&ive Perfpicuity of Language i he has enforced 
them with a Strength of Reafoning rarely to be found, and 
and with an Excetvt of Knowledge peculiar to himfelf. Yet, 
my Lords, as his Arguments, however powerful in them- 
felves do not flrike me with the fame Force with which ' 
others may be affeded, who are more capable of receiving 
them, I hope that your Lordfhips will allow me to mention 
fuch Qbjedions as occur to me, that in voting on this 
Qucftion I may at Icaft prefcrve my Confcience trom Viof 
laiion, and neither adopt the Opinion of another, however 
great, without Examination, nor obilinately rejedlthe Means 
ofConvidion. 

* Every Lord who has fpoken, either in Support of the 
noble Duke*s Opinion, or in Oppoficion to it, has confeire4 
that he is very little acquainted with the Subject of our De- 
bate J and it may not therefore be an improper or ufelefi 
Attempt, if I endeavour by Objedions, however injudici- 
ous, or by Arguments however inconclufive, to procure fome 
llfudration of a Queftion, fo important* and at the ianif 
Time fo little underflood. 

1740 4 M 2 tT^%, 
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^u^ x40eo. n. c The Olgedtions, my Lords, which I fliall produce, are 
^40- ^ fuch as I have heard in Comrerfation with thofe whofe long 
Acquaintance wkh militanr Employments, give them a jnft 
Claim to Authority in all QuefUons vdiich relate to the Art 
of War i among whom I fuid no Uniformity of Opinion 
with regard to ue moft proper Method of ai^;mentine oar 
Forces. And, my Lords^ when we obferve thofe to <iimer in 
* their Sentiments, whofe Education, Emrience, and Oppor- 
tunities of Knowledge have been near^ the fame, and who 
have all obtained a very ^eat Degree of Reputation in their 
Profeffion, what can be inferrM, but that the Queftion is, in 
its own Nature, obfcure and difficult ? that it involves a Mul- 
titude of Relations, and is diffufed thro.* a great Variety of 
Circumftances i and that therefore it is prudent for every 
Man, who can judge only upon the Authority of others, to 
fufpend his Opinion ? 

* The chief Argument, or that at leafl which kaprdkd 
itfelf moft flronglv on my Mind, againft any Innovation in 
our military Conftitution, was drawn horn the Succefs of our 
Armies in their prcfent Form, widi that Proportion of Soldiers 
and OfHcers, which the prefent Motion tends to abolifh. Our 
Forces, fay the Advocates for the prcfent Eftablifhment, have 
afforded us a fufficient Teftimony of the Propriety of their 
Regnlation, by their frequent Vidories over Troops, whofe 
Diicipline has been (ludied with the ntmoft Vigilance, and 
whidi have been trainM up to War with a Degree of Attcn- 
^on not difproportionM to the mighty Defign for which they 
were raifed, the Sulijeflion of the World, and Attainment of 
univerfal Monarchy. Thefe Troops, who have been taught, 
almoft from their Infiincy, that Cowardice and Flight are the 

frcateft Crimes, and perfuadcd by national Pre^dices, and 
tinciplcs ftudioufly inflilled, that no foreign Forces could 
withftand them ; have fled before equal Numbers of Britms^ 
:^nd been driven from one Province to another, till, inftead 
of grafping at general Dominion, they were reduced to de- 
fend their Wives and Children. 

* Plow much of this Succefs was ^o be afcribed to that Pirt 
of the Regulation which this Motion propofes to be ^hanged, 
it is not, my Lords, within my Province to determine ; the 
great Commander whom I have the Honour to oppofe, can 
bell explain to your Lordlhips the Province of every cfecer 
in the field, and how far the Number of inferior Officers 
may influence the Succefs of a Battle, and the Fate of a King- 
dom. 

* But to me, my Lords, the E{labli(hment of our Annies 
comprifing different Views, and connecting various Subordi- 
nate Regulations, may be compared to a Medicine compofed 
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of different Ingredients, and found in&Uibly efficacious in a Aim. t^Oeo^Om 
dangerous Diieafe, in which* though ibme of the Pfcrts may '74^ 
feem, to Phyficians of the profoundeft Learning, fnperflaous ^ 
or improper, it would be no ]e(s than the Folly of preferring 
Experiments to Life, to make any Alteration. 

' The Wantonneis of Innovation, my Lords, b a dange- 
rous Difeafe of the Mind ; in a private Station, it prompts 
Men to be always diicontented with what they £nd, and to 
lofe the Enioyment of Good in Search of fomething better $ 
it incites them to leave the fafe and beaten Tracks of Life, 
in Search of thofe which they imagine nearer, but which are 
at belt lefs (ecure, and which generally lead them to Points 
fir different from that to which they originally intended to 
dired their Courfe. 

' It is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any Alteration which 
is not abfolutely neceifary, for one Innovation makes way for 
another, l^he Parts of a Conftitution, like a complicated 
Machine, are ikted to each other, nor can one be chaogM 
without changing that which corrcfponds to it. This Ncccfr 
fity is not sdways forefcen, but when difcover'd by Exjpt- 
ricncc, is generally complied with ; for every Man is more 
indin*d to hazard further C hanges, than to confeis himfelf 
miftaken by retracing his Scheme. Thus, my Lords, one 
Change introduces another, till the original Conilitution ia 
cnrlrcly dcllroyM. 

* By the Ambition of Innovation, my Lords, have almoft 
all thofe Empires been deilroy*d, of which nothing now is. 
left but the Memory. Every human Eftablifhment has its 
Adranta^es and its Incojiveniencies, and by weak Attempts 
to remedy thefe Defeats, which, notwithftanding the atmoil 
Attention, will embarrafs the Machine of Government, Al-^ 
terations have been introduced, which have been quickly fol- 
lowed by a total DilToIutwn. 

* There feem, my Lords, to be few Regulations on whicli 
it is rcore dangerous to make Experiments than on that of 
the Armies of a Nation. We are fufRcicntly convinced how 
much of Succcfs is the Confcquence «of Courage, and th^ 
Courage is OJi'y an Opinion of our own Superiority, ariiing 
from certain Circumftances, either imaginary or real. 

* I'he Courage which at prefent ani (nates our Forces, a- 
rifes, my Lords, from a very proper Ground, their former 
Victories over the Enemies which they are aow to combat, 
and will therefore, doubtlefs, continue while they can corf- 
iider themfelvcs as enjoying the fame Advantage with thofe 
partiailar Men by whom the Viftories were obtain 'd. But, 
my Lords, if any effential Part of .their Eftablilhment be 
caaiiged, ^ey will be confidcred, both by tlieafelvcs and^ 
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/Uii.i4G«o;n. their Enemies, as a different Army, they will then cfaargs 
^40* ^ with lefs Alacrity, and be oppofed with lefs Deje^on ; tixy. 
will confider ^emfelve3 a$ fighting without that Certainty of 
Succefs which arifes hqm E^jperience, and their Enemies will 
refolve to try, by an obflinate Refifiance, whether they are 
jyow equally formidable as in their former S(ate. 

' Thus, my Lords, I have att^mp^d, however weakly, 
to reprefent th^ Arguments which I have heard for the Con< 
dnuance df xhfi Efbbliftiment, of which your Loidfhip will 
examine the Validity, and ihall npw proceed to coniidcr the 
noble Duke's Syftem of a military Subordination in Time of 
F^ace. 

* Whether a (landing Army, in Time of Peace, is made 
neceflary by the Change of Condu6t in foreign Cooft^ it is 
ROW ufeleis to enquire, but it will be eafily mnted by vour 
IiOrdfhips, that no Motive but Necedity^ NeceiSty ahiolute 
and inevitable, ought to influence us to fupoort a fbndii^ 
Body of regular Forces, whjch have always oeen accounted 
dangerous, and generally found deftrudlive to a free People. 

* The chief Reafon, my Lords, of the I^g!?r arifing 
from a ftanding Army, may be afcribed to the Circumflances 
by which Men, fubje«^ to military Laws, are dillinguiihM 
from other Members of the fame Community : They are, 
by the Nature of martial Government, expofed to Riniib- 
ments which other Men never incur, and tried by Forms of 
a different and more rigorous Kind than thofe which are 
pra^lifed by the Civil Power. They a^e, if not exempted 
from the Jurifdidion of the Magiflrate, yet fubjed to anodier 
Authority which they fee more frequently and more fevcrely 
4exer]ted, and which, therefore, they fear and reverence in a 
higher Degree. They, by enteriiig into the Army, lay afidc 
for tiie moil part all Profped of Advantage fix}m Commerce 
or Civil Employments, and iii a few Years neither fear nor 
hope any Thing but from the Favour or Difpleafure of their 
own Officers. 

* For thcfe, my Lords, or for other Reafbns, the Soldiers 
hnve always been inclined to confzder themfelves as a Body 
diilind from the je^ of the Community, and independent on 
it, a Govcrnmpnt regulated by their own Laws, without Re- 
gard to the general Conftitution of their Country ; they have 
therefore been ready to fubvert the Conflitution from which 
they received ^ttle Advantage, and to opprefs the Civil Ma- 
gillrates for wliuom they had loll their Reverence. 

* And how fopn, my Lords, might fuch Outrages be cx- 
pcdcd from an Army form'd after the Model of the noble 
J)ake, releafed from the common Obligations of Society, 
<^united from :hc Bulk of the Nati^, diredcd folcly bjf 

• '' ihcir 
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their own Officers, and ultimately commanded by a Man Ana* 14 Geo. iL 
who had die Right of commanding no other ? Would they '7 ^ , 
not foon confider themfelves as a feparate Community, whole ^' "^'*' '*t 
Jnterefts were, no lefs than their Laws, peculiar to them- 
ielves ? Would they not confider him from whom they re- 
ceived all their Rewards and all their Punilhnients,' as the 
proper OI:ged of their fupreme Regard, and endeavour to 
exatt him to the fame Dominion over others, which he en^ 
joy'd in Regard to themfelves ; that they might (hare in hi$ 
Superiority ? 

* A Body of Men, my Lords, thus feparated from the refl 
of the People, muft confider themfelves as either ennobled or 
degraded ry fuch Diilinflion, and would foon find them- 
felves inclined to ufe the Power of their Arms, either in the 
Exertion of their Privileges, or the Revenge of their Dif- 
grace. Then, my Lords, would they fet at Deiiance the 
Laws of the Nation, nor would one of thefe noble Lords be 
able to difband, nor the other to refill them. 

• The Army, my Lords, is, in Time of Peace, then beft 
regulated when it is kept under theftridlefl Subordination to 
the Chril Power, that Power which it is inHituted to protedh 
and to preiervis. 

' Thus, my Lords, have I examined the Propofal and 
Realbns of the noble Duke, perhaps not much to the Infor* 
matioQ of your Lordihips ; but it cannot be expelled that 
asy Capacity fhould be able, in an unexpeded and fudden 
Debate, to difnute on a Subjedl, which the noble Duke*s £- 
docation gave him particular Opportunities of underftanding 
£ir beyond ahnoft every other Man, and which he has had 
Time to confider with refpedl to this prefent Motion* 

• For this Reafon, my Lords, I cannot but think the pre- 
vious Queflion highly expedient, but not for this Reafon a- 
lone ; for as the State of the Army and the proper Methods 
of augmenting it, are foon to be examined by the other 
Hoofe, to prejudice their Determinations may raile a Conteit 
about Privileges, and oblige us either to perfiil, for our own 
Hi^nour, in Oppofition to Meafures neceflaiy to the Security 
of the Public, or in Compliance with the prefent Exigence, 
accept their Scheme however oppoiite to our own Refo* 
lutions. 

Lord* Cartent. 

* My Lords, the known Abilities of that noble Lord, in- L«td Ctrttr^ 
cline me always to hear him with uncommon Expectation 

and Attention, which feldom fail to be rewarded by fuch 
Pkafuxe and Information as few other Mea are able to afford. 

But 
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utiGe9. II. But hxs Obierirations on the Quedion before us, my L&rdsi 
^7^* have only convinced me, that uhe greatefl Abilities may be 
■^ ~^ ' fometimes betrayed into Error, and the moft candid Difpo- 
iition be vitiated by accidental Prejudices. For his own Ar- 
guments neither appear juft, nor hb Reprefentation impar- 
tial, of dtoie advanced in favour of the Motion. 

* With regard to the Number of Ofikers neceflary ia 
time of War, his Lordfbip afferted nothing from his own 
Knowledge, nor do I believe that any ocher Lord will ima- 
gine himfelf qualified to difpute with the noble Dukt upon 
t^efUons purely Military His Experience entitles him to 
the highefl Authority, in £>ebates of this Kind ; and if every 
Man has a Claim to Credit in his own Profeflion, farely, he 
who has given Evidence of his Proficiency in the Art of War 
in the Eyes of the whole World, will not be denied in this 
Houfe, that Superiority which would readily be allowed him 
ta any other Part of the Univerfe. 

* And yet left, my Lords, can it be fufpeftcd that he in- 
tends to deceive us, than that he can be deceived lumfelf : 
for not only his ProWty, his Love of his Country, and his 
Fidelity to the Crown, cwicur to fecure him from any Temp- 
tations to make an iJl Ufe of his Credit ; but his own In- 
tercfl obliges him to dfer that Scheme for the Regufation of 
our Forces, which in his own Opinion will moft certainly 
contribute to their Succefs. For, it is not to be doubted, 
my Lords, that when we (hall be engaged in War too 6r 
for Negotiations and Conventions, when we (hall be fur- 
rounded by Enemies, and terrified at the near Approach of 
Danger, he will be called upon to lead our Armies to Bat- 
tle ; and attack once more thofe Enemies that have fled fb 
often before him. 

* Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to foim a weak 
Plan of our military Conllitution, mull he atone for it with 
the Lofe of his Reputation ; that Reputation, for wHidi he 
has undergone (o many Fatigues and been expofed to fo 
many Dangers. 

* But,, my Lords, it is ridiculous to fufpcft where no- 
thing appears to provoke Sufpicion, and I am very far from 
imagining, that the Dangers of Innovation, however artfulljr 
magnified, or the Apprehenfions of the Soldiers, however 
rhetorically reprefented, will be thought of any Weight. 

' The Efbblilhment of the Army, my LordSj is an Inno- 
vation, and, as the noble Lord has jufily reprefented it, an 
Innovation that threatens nothing lefs than the Deilru&oo of 
our Liberties, and the Diflblution of our Government. Our 
Vigilance ought therefore, to be very anxioufly employed in 
regulating tiiis new Part of our Government, and adapting 
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jt» in Skk a manner, to the national Conftitutibn, that no Ana. i^r^-^lt 
I^trimenc may arife from it, and that our civil Rights may J2^ 
be proiiededy not opprefled, by the military Power. ^ 

* To this Parpofe, {ays the noble Lord, the Soldiers are 
to be reffaakied by a due Subordination to the Magifbate, 
a Pofition undoubtedly true, but now fuperfluoufly urgjMl. 
For it was never controverted by the noble Perfon whofe 
Opinioii he inteoded to oppoTe. 

' Should any Man afilert, my 'Lords, that the Army 
ought to be formed into a djftind and independent Society^ 
which (hoold leoeive Laws only from a Council of War, 
and have no other Govemour than their OfficeH, none fliould 
oppofe ibch an Alfertion with more Ardour or Confiancy 
than myielf, but what was never advanced it is unneceflaxy 
to confute. 

* Yet, my Lords, to obviate thofe Bangers from the Ar- 
my whicli have been fo ftrongly and juftfy reprefented, it 
is ccceflkry, not only that a legal Suboidination to the civil 
Authority be firmlv eftablifliM, but that a perfonal Depen- 
dence on the MiniJtry be taken away. 

' How readily Men learn to reverence and obey thofe on 
whom their Fortunes depend, has been already (hewn by 
the noble Lord, and therefore it will follow, that a Minifier, 
who diftribtttes Preferments at his pleafure, may acquire fuch 
an Influence in the Army, as may be employed to fecure 
himfdf from Juftice by the Deftruftion of Liberty. And 
nnkfi it can be proved that no fuch Mmifter can ever exifl i 
that Corruption, Ambition, and Perfidy, have place only in 
tile mflitary Race ; every Argument that (hews the Danger 
of an Army dependent only on the General, will (hew the 
Dammr Ukewifo of one dependent only on die Minifler. 

* The Influence of the Minifter, my Lords, is known to 
arife fpom the Number of the Officers, and to be propor- 
tioned to the Value of the Preferment, which it is in his 
Power to beftow ; It is therefore evident* by adding new 
Officers to our Army, we (hall throw Weight mto the Scale, 
which already is, at leaft, an equal Balance to our Con- 
ftitution, and enable the Miniflry either to employ an Army 
in Defence of their Meafures, or to obtain fuch an Influence 
in the Parliament as (hall make any other Security fuperfhious. 

* Such, my Lords, is the Dai^er of a Multitude of Of- 
ficen, a Danger which furelv delerves more Attention, than 
the imaginary Prejudice of tnc Soldiers in Favour of the pre- 
Cent £ftabli(hment ; a Pr^udice reprefented fo powerfol both 
in our own Forces^ and thofe of our Enemies, that the fu-t 
tuie Succefs of our Arms may probably depend upon it. 

1740, 4 N * Swtly 
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AJui.T4Geotn. ' Surely, my Lords, that Caufe may be allowed iadefen- 
'740. fiblc which fuch a Patron defends fo weakly. What can be 

V**"V***^ more chimerical than to imagine that Men would lay down 
their Arms, and forfake their Standards, becaufe there are 
twenty more in a Compsaiy than have formerly been i That 
fuch a Panic from fuch a Caafe was never found, I need not 
prove, and I fcarce think it necelTary to aflert, that widi- 
out fuppoflng a univerfal Depravity of Reafoa it sever can 
be found. 

' 7 he EAabliihment propofed by the noble Duke, is the 
lame with that of moA foreign Troops, and particularly with 
that of his Majefly*s Forces in his foreign Dominioos, and, 
therefore, cannot but be approved by lum, if it (hould be 
propofed by your Lord (hips. For why (hould he imagine a 
greater Number of Offices neceflai^- to the Troops of (jreut- 
Sritain^ than to thofe of any other Nation ? 

* The Expediency of the Motion, my Lords, is in my 
Opinion fo obvious and incontefUble, as to require no far- 
ther Coniideration, and therefore it is no Argument againft 
it, that we were not previoufly informed of the Queftion. 

* Much lefe, my Lords, can I difcover the Force of the 
Aflertion, that by fuch a Refolution we (hall excite the Dif- 
pleafure«of the other Houie ; we have,, my Lords, at leall 
an equal Right with them to examine any Poiitioa relating 
to the public Security, a Right which we may exert with 
lefs Danger of difgufting them, while they have yet ^Mrmed 
no Determination, and with lefs Danger to the Nation, than 
when their Opinion, whatever it may be, cannot be con- 
troverted without retarding the important Bill againfl Mu- 
tiny. 

* We are never offended, my Lords, at receiving the 
Opinions of the other Houfe which we often adopt without 
any Alteration, and often made ufe of for our own lofboc- 
tion, and now are become fo contemptible as that no Re- 
giird fhould be paid by them to our Refolutions. 

* It is well known, my Lords, that this Affembly is an ef- 
fential and conllitucnt Part of the Legiflature of this King- 

Xdom ; and that we received from our Anccftors a great Ex- 
tent of Power, which it ought to be our Care not to fufftr 
to be con traded by Degrees, till this Affembly (hall become 
merely formal, and £t only to ratify implicitly the Determi- 
nations of the other Houfe.* 

Several other Lords fpoke in the Debate, and the pre- 
vious Qucftion being put, upon a Divifion, it pafled in the 
TH^ Motion re- Nc<Tr,tive. Content 42. Not Content 59, On which Oc- 

jvi. wd- ,caiij:i was enier'd the following Proteft. 
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bifeniient. , Ann.i4Geo.H; 

' I. fiecaufowe conceive, That ffais Motion ought not to 1740. 

liavc been laid afide by ;he previous Queftion, the Arguments 
urged in the Debate againft our coming to this Refolution at 
this Time, being, in our Opinion, highly infufHcient ; fmce 
we cannot apprehend what further Lights could be had with 
RehdoR to the feveral Proportions contained in the Quef- 
tion, than thofe we received in the Debate, authorized by 
the Uij^ of almoft all the Nations in Europe ; nor were 
there any particular Papers pointed out, as neceifdry for the 
Infjnnation of the Houfe ; and we thought this the pro- 
pcreft Time to come to this Refolution, before any Steps were 
taken as to the Method of making the intended Augmen- 
tation. 

' 2. Becauie it was proved in the Debate, and univerfally 
admitted, that the Augmentation of our Land-Forces, hf 
the raifing of new Cdrps, was, by near one Third, a 
more expeniive Manner of Augmenting, than by additional 
Men to Companies. A Confideration wh ch, in our Opi- 
nion, ought to have the greateft Weight, at this Time, when 
the Nation is engaged in a new War, and ilill groaning un- 
der all the Burthen of the lalt, though after Tiiirty Year's 
Peace. 

* 3. fiecaufe^ confidering that the Oeconomy of Augment* 
inr the Forces by additional Men to Companies, was admit- 
ted, that the Utility of it was not difproved^ we cannot help 
fdpefting, that the raifing of new Corps at this Time, when 
the Eledion of a new Parliament draws fo near, may be of 
a dangerous Tendency to the ConiUtution of this Kingdom, 
and relate more to Civil than Military Service, efpecially fmce 
there are now no Officers to be found ( the Officers now re- 
maining upon Half pay, having been already judged, by the 
Adminiibution, unfit for Service) it is, in our Opinion, open- 
ing a Door to introduce a large Body of Commiifion'd Pen- 
fioners. Thcfe Sufpicions are firengtbened by the Experience 
we have had. That no Rank has been either above, or be- 
low Miniflcrial Refentmcnt, and the Severity oi Parliamen- 
tary Difcipline ; and we muft with Concern obferve, that the 
Honour of the Nation, and the Fate of this important War, 
has been entnifled to raw and new levied Troops, in order^ 
as we apprehend^ to keep the others at Home^ only for Civil 
Puipofci.' 

Weftmofiland^ Northampton^ ^haftjbuty^ Sufoik^ 

Abtngtw, ChefterfitU, Halifax, Carlip, Wil^ 

lougbbj it Brooke, Oxford^ Qnenwcb^ Ba- 

1740. 4-^2 fburfi. 
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Ann. 14 Ceo. It. thurjt^ Cohham, MMleton^ G^^mr^ iriJ^- 

1740- water. Here/on^, Brtfto/, Liichfy/J, Tbdout, 

^--•Sr-*^ Birijbir:, AyUsfi^i^ Taib§t^ Hwirjbmm. 

Motkn for Ad- January 28, 1740-1 . it was moved to refolve, * That an 

mini Vemo$c% humble Addrefs l3c prefented to his Maje(ly» that he wiU be 

2?"*^ «?*^ gradoufly plcafcd to give Direddoos to the proper Officosy 

^more 5iu|»> ^ ^^ before this Houie» fuch Reprefentations^ as have beca 

made by Vice- Admiral Vtmawy in any of his Letters to^hb 

Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State^ or to the Connif- 

fioners of the Admiralty, in relation to the want of more 

Ships, or more Men» or any Intimations of Senrioe he couki 

have performed, if he had been fapply^d with a few flM>re 

Shipsy and feme Land-Foroes/ 

The fame was objected to^ and after Debate thereiqxn, 
the Queilion was put. Whether fuch an Addreis ihall bejprc- 
fented to his Majefty ? It was lefolved in the Negative. Con- 
ItqeCled, tent 44. Not Content 71. 

Dijfentiint^ 
Pkoteft theteon* * Be^ufe we conceive, that the Hoofe entered into this 
Enquiry, with a View to form a proper Judgment on the 
Conduct of the Wart and Tome Extnias of Letters, hafe 
been laid before us, but fuch, as we apprehend, do not evea 
anfwer the Demand of the Houfe much lefs the End of the 
Enquiry : yet it ai^)ears plainly, from thofe lew Esctrads, 
chat Admiral TirrffM has made frequent and grievous Com- 
plaints of the Infufficiency of his Stores, and luis reprefented 
them as £t only for a Spitbgad Expedition : We have there- 
fore the fbx>ngeft Grounds to be. perfuaded, that in fome of 
his Letters, he has made Denumds of more Ships, and more 
N^en, tho* nothing relating to thofe Articles has been laid 
before us hitherto. Had he been fent out with a greater 
Force at iirfl, or had freih Succours of Ships and Men with 
proper Stores, been fent after him in due time, we are firm- 
ly of Opinion, that he would have gain'dfuch further /d- 
vantages as might long before now have proved Dtcifioe* 
By the dilatory Proceeding of the Adminifbation* as it ap- 
pears to us, the Scene is much changed ; the Spanijb Fleet 
has been fuffer'd to. fail out of their Ports, to carry Supplies 
of all Kinds to their Garriibns ; Opportunity has been given 
them to repair their Fortifications in America ; and, which is 
(till of more Confequence, as we fear, to procure the Af- 
fiftance of another Power, who was not ready, if willing, at 
that time, to give us any Difturbance in thofe Parts/ 

Grganciih, 



( ^33 ) 

Creiwwieh^ Berkfiire^ Exeter^ Baiburft^ ^i^/?/: Ann. 14 Geo. It 
hmty^ Manftly Bridpwater^ Fbley^ Thanet^ »7 4^ ^ 
Carlifle^ MiddUton^ MomtJ9f, Bruce^ Suffolk^ U-*n^^-** 
Wtftmwreland^ Gower^ Uamtrftjom^ Ker, Aylef- 
fordy Bmcdntgb^ CohbaiHy Biaufori, Hert' 
ftrdf Dnbigb, AbingdoKy Litcbfitld. 

Then it was propofcd to order, that a Secret Committee *|^^^.' *** 
be appomtcd to enquire into the Condna of the War, con- '"""'**'^' 
fijhng of all the Lords of this Hbufe who are of his Nfajefty's 
mott Hooounble P^ivy-C ouncil. Which being objeded to, 
after farther Debate, the Qucftion was pat upon the fecond ^^ 
Piopofition, and it was rcfolved in the Negative. Contest 43. R4«*»^ 
Not Cdntent 68. 

Diffeatieui' 

* I. Becanfe the Neceffity of Secrecy^ and the Danger of Pn^ ^Sbmm. 
comnanicattDS Matters of Importance, to fo numerous an 
AffemUy as tnis Houfe, having been oonibndy urgpd as th« 
only Arguments, for refiiiing the Lights abfolutely neoeflaiy 
for canying on, with any Hopes of Succeis, our Enquiry 
into the unaccountabe Condua of the War, we thought the 
propofing of this Committee would fully have c^viated thofe 
Ol^cdioos by confining the Knowledge of thofe Secrets, ( if 
any foch there be amongft thofe who by the Conftitution arc 
fappos^d and appointed to be informed of tbem) and the 
Nmtivc put upon this Motion, gives us but too jjuil Reafon 
tota^ie^ that the moft material Tranfa^Uons; with relatioit 
to this War, have even been concealed from thofe, who, by 
their Situations, ought, in the very firft Inlbmce, to have 
been confulted. 

^ 2. Becanfe the fb often urged Argument of Secrecy 
proves too much, and may as often without, as with Reafon, 
be ufed in Bar of all Enquiries, that any Adminifbation, 
conicious either of their Guilt, or their Ignorance, may de- 
fire to defeat. It may not only prove the Security, but the 
Caofe of a Sole Minifter, Secrecy, being undoubtedly bed . 
obferved by one ; and fuch a Sole Minifler, may, by the 
fame Reafboing, as well refiife the Communication of .viea- 
foies to the relt of his Majcily's Council, and thereby cn- 
grofs a Power inconfiuent with, and fatal to, this Lortili- 
tiition ; and we cannot help obferving, that fuch a timorous V 
and a fcmpubus Secrecy, is much oftener the Refuge o^ ^ 
Guilt, than the Refbrt of Innocence. 

Sigitfd hy tbt fame herds as he/on. 

Fib 
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ABn.14Geo.II. p^, 3. t74t^-i. The Order of the Day being read, fat 
1740. taking into Confideration the feveral Ellimates of the Charge 
• " of the Guards, Garrifons^ and other Land-Forces, the Charge 
of his Majefty*s Forces in the Ptantations, Minorca and Gi- 
hrahar^ and the Charge of Seven Regiments of Foot, suad 
four Regiments of Marines, to be raifed for the Year. 1741, 
laid before this Houie, the 19th of January laft. 

Motion for an It was moved to refoJve, * That an humble Addiefs be 

Addreis Againft preiented to his Majefty, humbly repreienting to his Ma- 

the intended jefty, that this Houfe cannot conceive the intended Aug- 

^^8^^"^^^ mentation of Land-Forces, to be necef&iy, either from 

"»y* '' the prefent Situation of Affairs in Europe^ or from any 

Lights they have received ; fuch as have always been 

thought neceffary by our Anceftors, to juftify the hying 

any extraordinary Burthens on the Subjeft: And moft 

humbly to bcfeech his Majcfty, that if he (hould however 

think fo great an Augmentation abfolutely necefTary, he 

will, at lealt, be gracioufly pleafed, as well for the prefent, 

as for the future Eafe of iiis Subje<5tsy to order it 10 be 

made in the moft frugal Manner, by fuch an Addition of 

private Men to the prefent Regiments, as his Majefty, from 

his own Wifdom and Knowledge of the Praaicc of moft 

other Countries, may judge to be moft proper for Military 

Service, and leaft dangerous, to this Conftitutian ' 

Which being objeded to, after long Debate thereupon, 
the Qjieftion was put, whether fuch an Addrefe fhall be pre- 
Kejeded. fented to his ^'^ajefty ? It was rcfolvcd in the NegatiTc. 

Content 49. Not Content 67. 

DiJJfcntient* 
Proteift thereon. I . Beciufe we conceive, that nothing lefs than an evident 
and abfolute Neceillry (hould prevail with us, to confent to 
any Augmentation of our Land-Forces, which in our Opi- 
nions are, at prefent, fully fuffident for any good Purposes, 
cither abroad, or at home ; being very near equal to the 
higheft Eilablifhment, during the whole Courfe of the latt 
general War ; the National Troops now fubfifting f exclufive 
of thofc in Ireland) amount to ^1515 Effcdive iMcn: 
Whereas our greateft Number of National Troops, in the 
laft War, was but 67000 Men, including the Non-EfFedtivcs ; 
which, reduced to the Foot of our prefent Eftabliihment, 
makes but 97000 EfFedtive Men ; and the prefent intended 
Augmentation of 10329 Men, is fuch an exceeding as can 
only be authorized by the like public Dangers ; which Dan- 
gers not appearing to us, either from the Debate, oi* from 
any Information we have obtained, we are unwiUiog to truil 

SMXC 
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more Force in the Hand of an Adsniniffaation^ wliich (as Ann. T4Geo.n« 
far as we arc able to recolle6l ) have not hitherto employed ^ ^4o- 
any they have been fo tnifled with to the Honour and Ad- 
vantage of tlie Nation. Extraordinary Trad and Confidence 
eughty as we apprehend, only to be placed in fuch, who, 
by the Experience of their pall Condu^, have jufily ellablifiv- 
«i their Credit, and entitled themfelvcs to be lb truiled. 
Bat when we look back upon the feveral Augmentations 
within thefe laft Twenty Years, demanded and granted upon 
Caofes more ftrongly ailerted, than clea'Iy proved, but viii- 
biy withoot any good End ever attained : and particularly 
when we refled that by a moft unaccountable Fludluatioa 
and Contrariety of Meafures, a very great Augmentation 
was made in the Year 1727, to a6fc in Conjun^on with 
Francij againil the Houfe of Aufirioj for whofe Defence 
the pre&nt Augmentation is faid to be principally intend- 
ed : We thought it our Duty to endeavour to prevent any» 
unneceflary Increafe of our Land- Forces, not being in- 
flaeoced either by the pretended Apprehenfions, or real Fears 
of an Admicifiration, the Bokieil in Domeltic, but, ^ we 
apprehend, the moll Pufillanimous in Foreign Tranfa^ions. 

' z. Becanie we conceive, that Dangers alledged from- 
DifafTeAion at Home, are, in a great Meafure, grouiidleis 9 
no Symptoms of fuch Difailedlion having appeared for many 
Years, and the Principles upon which it was formerly ground^ 
ed, being almoll univerfally worn out and expkxled. And 
we think it highly neceflary to dillinguiih between Diiafiec- 
oon arifing only from the Condufl of the Admini^ration. 
and Diiafi^ion to his Majefly and his Royal Family, cho^ 
feme may deiire to blend them. For had the prefent Ge« 
neral Difladsfiidlion at the inglorious, tho' burthenibme Mea- 
fores of the Adminiihation, been, in truth, Difafiedlion to 
his Majefly, as hath been often falfely fuggefted by thofe who 
defire to confound his Caufe with their own, twice the Num- 
ber of Troops now proposed would not be fufficient to fe- 
cure the Peace of the Kingdom ; but, on the contrary, we 
are perfuaded, that the I>ity and Loyalty of the Nation to 
his Majefly and his Royal Family, and their Hopes from 
his Virtues, have check'd and kept the DifTatistadlion a- 
gainll the Admillration within the due Bounds of Concern 
aod Lamentation. 

' 3. Becaufe, coniidering the Advantage of our Situation, 
as an Ifland, and our Superiority at Sea, it is impoffible for 
us to think ourfelves in any ^Danger of an Invafion from 
^pain^ even if thofe Fleets were now in their Ports, which 
wc fuffer'd them to fend to America : Nor can we conceive, 
that about 28,000 efiedlive Men, now adually in this King** 
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A^ >40eall* dotOf with all tbf Advantages of Horft and AitiQerx^ h 
X740* not Force fufficient to feoure us horn any Body of Foot, that 
any other Power ooiild poffibly land on oar Coaib by Soiprize. 
Aidp as for any great Embarkation, it can neither be nude 
on a fudden, nor in fecret ; we mud have timely Notice to 
provide lUperior Fleets (which, in fuch a Cafe, we prefome^ 
would be allowed to ad) to fhengthen our own Corps, and 
tender fuch an Attempt wholly impradicable : In which Opi- 
nion we are the more confirmed, becaufe that in the moft 
glorious Year of the laft War, when the Duke of MarJh* 
r0t^b and his Army were b the middle of GermoMjf, out of 
the Reach of giving us any AiTidance at Home, it was not 
thought neoefiaiy, by the wife AdminiiUation of that Time^ 
10 keep above 9000 Men in this liland^ for our Defence a- 
ninft France, then irritated by our Succeifes ; and finely, 
uuee times that Number myft be now abundantly fiiffidenl; 
unkfi more are wanted for Puipofes not thought of by for- 
mer Adminifcrations, nor yet openly avow*d by this. 

' Becaufe, whatever Demands may be made upon us by 
•or Allies on the Continent, we conceive may be anfwered 
by the Foreign Troops now in our Pay ; and (hould any 
iiirther Afliflance to them be neceflaiy, it will not only be 
cha4>er, and fafer to us, but more advantageous and agite- 
able to thofe Powers themfelves, that we (hould fumifh our 
Quota's in Money, with which they may raife a greater Num- 
ber of Men than we are obliged to fupply. 

* 1;. JBccaufe it has been undeniably proved, that this Me- 
thod of Augmentation by new Corps, is, ^ one tfahd, 
more expenfive than that of adding private Men to Compa- 
nies ; the Expence of raifmg thofe $70; Men amounting to 
116,322/. 14^. 2^. whereas 57S0, raifed by additional 
Men to Companies, with a Second Lieutenant to eadi Com- 
pany, would have amounted but to 86,992/. 15 /. whidi 
would be not only a prefent Saving of 29,329 /. but a futore 
Saving of 10,134. /. per Annum^ upon the Half pay of the 
Officers of thoie Seven Regiments, the few Officers taken 
out of the Half-pay only excepted. And we thinks that at 
a Time when the Public £xpence is fo very con£derablo, the 
ihifieft Oeconomy is requiiite, the better to enable a bur- 
den*d and indebted Nation to continue thofe £xpences, that 
may be more neceilary to be borne, than eafy to he fupply'd. 
And, as to the Advantage of the Service, the Fads plaWy 
proved in the Debate, together with the Pra£Uce of moft 0- 
ther Nations in Europe^, and, in particular, of his Majeft>'s 
Electoral Dominions, convince us, that if this Augmentation 
was made by additional Men to Companies, with a proper 
increafe of Serjeants and Corporals, the Military Servjce, at 
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haA, for which done it oaeht t» be intended, wcnild be bet- Ana. i^Cco.Ili 
ter carried on than by the Methods now to be purfued. ty^* 

* 6. fiecaufe Arguments drawn from the Ufage of France^ 
we conceive, do not hold with rebtion to us» it being weU 
known, that the Expence of 1 50,000 French Troops do not 
amount to more than eoo,ooo Englifo ; that their Govern- 
ment, tho' once limited, is now Abibiute and Military. That 
the Poverty of theit nnmerous Nobility forces moft of them 
into the Army, where the Court is glad to engage and keep 
them in Dependance ; and that no Danger can arife to that 
Conftitntion from the Civil Influence, which may attend fuch 
an Eftablifhment, their Parliament being only nominated by 
the Crown, and long fince reduced, by Minifterial Afts,. from 
their original Power and Dignity, to be no more than Courts 
of Juftice and Revenue. 

' 7. Becaufe we apprehend that this Medicfd of AHgmenta- 
tion by new Corps, may be attended with Confequences fatal 
in Time to our ConiHtntion, by increafing the Number of 
Commiffions which may be difpiofed of with Regard to par« 
liamentary Influence on^. And when we look back upon 
the Condodl of the Aaminiftmtion, in relation to military 
AfEurs, we have but too much Reafon to Fufped^, that par- 
liamentary Confiderations have of late been the principal 
Canies of Favour and Difgrace. We have lately too, fees 
new raided, raw, and undifciplined Regiments fent abroad upon 
themofl important Services, and others, Seemingly much fitter 
for fuch Sehrices, peaceably entamped at home, for no other 
Reafbn, as is generally fuppofed, than the different Situati« 
on of the reipe^tive Officers of the fevend Corps : But this, 
at kaft, is certain, that in all the new-raifed Re«;iments fent 
to America^ there is but one fingle Member of Parliament 
which could hardly have been the Caie of any equal Num- 
ber of Regiments in the whole Service. And what further 
induces us to entertain thofe Sufpicions is, that this Method 
of Augmentation, by one Third the moft Expenftve, and by 
no Means proved to be the moft conducive to the Service, 
fhould be pireferred at this Time, when an OEconomy pro- 
portioned to the Greatne& of our Expences, fcems particn- 
larly requifite ; fince the War, by our Inaction hitherto, 
and the Advantages thereby given to the Enemy, may now 
probably be of long Duration, if not of doubtfiil Succefs. 
Our Diftruft of the Motives of this Augmentation, which 
creates at once 370 Officers, which by the Removals in the 
Army may occafion three Times that Number of new Com- 
mifltons, ought to be the greater, and our Care to prevent 
the ai Effects of it the more vigilant, fo near the Election 
of a new Parliament ; a Cri^, when any Increafe of Influ- 
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Ktin, i4beo. II. ence gained to a Minifler, may give a decifive and incura- 
1740. blc Wound to this Conftitotion. And we cannot forget that 

^^t'^^'^uJ an Augmentation of 8040 Men was likcwif^ made the very 
, Year of the Eledions of the prefent Parliament, by bringing 

over eight Regiments from Inland^ and by additional Men 
to Corps in Britaitiy which Time has fince (hewn were ne- 
ver intended for foreign Service, though they were feid to 
be defigned for the Prdfervation of the Dominions of the 
Houfe of Auftria^ which we then lay under the lame En- 
gagements both of Intereft and Treaties to defend. The 
Number of Officers in Parliament has gradually increafed, 
and is now more coniiderable than ever ; and though we 
think the Gentlemen of the Army as little liable to undue In- 
fluence as any other fiody of Men, yet we think it would be 
very imprudent to tnift the very Fundamentals of our Con- 
fBtution, die Independency of Pari laments, to the uncertain Ef- 
fcfts of Miniflerial Favour or Refentment. And as it is well 
known that the four eldcft Officers of the Army (the only 
Officers who have forved in any high Rank abroad) are now 
difplaced, without any Crime having ever been aUedged a- 
" eamfl them, we have great Caufe to^ dread, that an Amiy 
Sius circumfbmced, and thus influenced, would, in each 
Capacity, be fatal to our Liberties, fince Mim'fterial Art in 
Parliaments can alone deflroy the Eflence of our ConHi- 
tution, and open Vk>lencc alone, the Forms of it. 

Ward^ Bucchugh^ Denhigb^ Weft mar eland. Ex- 
etery Bridgwater^ Green^wich^ Btipoi, Berl- 
fiire. Fa/mouthy Mimgdw^ R, Liticohry h'tmt 
Wy Aylesfordy Cbefterfieid, Halifax^ Sbafn- 
burj^ Cobbam, Batburfi, litcbfieldy Beaufort, 
Macclesfield^ Bruce, Bedford, Goiver, Car- 
life, Foley, Tbafiet, Ker, Hereford, Man/tl, 
Ma/bam, Talbot, Hafverfham, 

February \o, 1 740-1, it was moved torefolve. 
Motion for aU * That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his MajeAy» 
Papen, &c, re- that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give Diredtions to the 
bdng to the proper Officers to lay before this Houie all the Powers, In- 
Qavcntioii. ftruftions. Memorials, Letters and Papers relating to the 
Convention concluded between Great Britain and 5/tf/>, 
• dated at the Fardo, January 14, 1739, A^ S? 

A Queftion was ftated upon the faid Motion. After 
Debate the Queflion was pu^ Whether fuch an Addrels fhall 
Reieded. ^ prefented to his Majefty ? It was refolved in tlie Ne- 

gative. Contents 46. Not Contents 67. 
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Diffenilint^ Aab* H G«o* ^ 

• 1 . Becaufe wc thoQgkt an Enquiry into a Tranfadtson of 1?^^ 
fsch great Importance to the HonooTy Trade and Rights J^ ^iZLl/* 
of this Nation, not only ncccflSuy, but totally free from all*^'^*"'*'**^ 
the Objedions ufually made to the Calling for Papers. The. 
ConveDtion having been concluded in January^ i?^* ^<^ 
War having been fsnce declared againtt Sfain^ fo that we- 
cannot conceive, that any Difcoveiy prejuditial to this Nati- 
on, or advantageous to any other, tan poiilbly refult from 
an Examination into the minuteft Particles of that Negotia« 
tion ; but we rather apprehend from the manifeU UnwiU 
lingneis of the Adminiiliation to lay any fuch Lights before 
us, that Difcoveries of another Nature would be the necef- 
fary Coniequence of the Communication of the Papers 
called for in this QuefUon. 

* 2 Becaufe, when we compare tl^ Condu^ of the Ad- 
miniilration thro' the whole CouHe oi t)\^ Spanijk AfBiirs, 
with feveral Circumflances that have accidentally appeared 
to the Public, we conceive every Part of tJiat Conduft. 
liable to juft Sufpidons of one Kind or other. The repeated . 
Applications of the Merchants, both to the Ciown and to 
Parliament, for Reparation ior the paft LolTes, and fiiture Se- 
curity for their Trade, the univerfsd Cries of the Nation up- . 
on their infulted Honour and violated Rights, the feveral 
Addreiles of Parliament to the Crown, and the gracious 
Aniwers and Afihrances given by th& Crown in Return,, 
feemed all to promife a jufl (and at that I'ime eafy) Yen • 
geance by the Force of our Arms,, or an effe^al Repara- . 
tion of paft and folid Security againfl future Injuries, by an 
advantageous Trea^ of Peace, whereas a Convention only 
was concluded, by which a fcanty and infufficient Reparation . 
for our injured Merchants was dipulated, and our moil elTen- 
tial and undoubted Rights of a free Navigation to the Weft- 
Indies without Search or Molefhtion, was at moft referred to 
the futnns Difcu^n of Plenipotentiaries, if even it was ever: 
mentioned at all. 

*■ 3. Becaufe it has been alTerted in a public P^per dif- ' 
perfed all over Eut^fe by the Court of Spain^ thatour Pre- 
tenfion to a free Navigation was never fo much as mentioned*, 
by our Miniflen, till the Conferences arifing iaConfequence 
of the Convention, and that the Demand was nevetmiade in; 
Form till 7«/v 1739, w^ich was after the Convention waa. 
broke by the .Non-Payment of the Money dipulated on the 
appointed 24th of May^ and though we are far from avert- 
ing die Contents of luch Papers to be true, yet, as they, 
cannot but. raife fome Doubt, that alone, in a Matter oC 
iiich great national Confequence, feems (o be a fufiicient^ 
4 O a R«^ 
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Aiin.i4Ceo.!I. Reafon for a kri£l Enquiry, efpecially £nce w^ cannot fee 
1740. ^ any Advantage that could ariie to the King of Spain from 
' ailertine thele Fa£b, if they were not true ; but cm the 
other liuid we fee very ftrong Reafons why the Adimnifb> 
don fhould defire to conceal them, if they are true. 

« 4. Becauie if the bare Suppofition of Caies that may, 
pofllbly exift, is to be ufed as an Argument why the Houfe 
ihould not apply for Lights, we conceive that the Suppofi- 
tion of other Cafes equally poffible, and it may be more 
probable, is as good an Argument why the Hodfe ihould ap- 
ply for fuch Informations ; confequently, if we fuppofe that 
the Convention concluded at Madrid, Jan. 14, 1739, ^^^ 
originally negotiated and executed at Loniion in A^ufi 1738, 
wi£ the Spanijh Miniller then refiding here, but that upon 
Spain's inferting in the Body of the Ratifications of that 
Convention, an A61 obliging our South-Sea Company to 
pay the Sum of fixty-eight thou&nd Pounds towards the Re- 
paration to be made to our Merchants, which A£k was then 
intended to be kept fecret, though fince difcovered by the 
neceilary Communication of it to the South-Sea Company, 
and their Non-compliance therewith ; if we fuppofe that 
thereupon the fame Treaty was re-executed by our Minifter 
at Madrid, who was inflruded at the (ame Time, to conient 
to an Adl of the fame Import, but varied only fo as to con* 
cea] it ; and if we further fuppofe that thb Sacrifice of the 
South-Sea Coilipany was originaily propofed by one Enghjh 
Minider to the Spanijh Minitier, and upon his accepting it, 
rcjeftcd in an Office-letter by another Enf^UJh Minifter, tho' 
afterwards brought into Execution ; and if thefe Suppofitions 
are in a great meafure confirmed by fomc of Mr. iurnr^s Let- 
ters, which have been made public, we conceive fuch Tnuf- 
a£tions ought not to be buried in Oblivion, and the Author 
and his Accomplices remain uncenfured. 

* ^. Becaufe we conceive the Argument of its being too 
late m Point of Time, can be of no Force, and onhr tends 
to prove that the Houfe will think no Tunc proper for call- 
ing for fuch Papers. Some have been refijfed to be called 
for by the Houle, becaufe they related to the prefent Time, 
and whilft Matters were in Tranfadion, a Diicoveiy might 
be dangerous ; others, becaufe they related to future Opera- 
tions, and there alfo a Difcovery of Defigns might be detri- 
mental. The prefent Motion related to Matters entirely 
pafsM, which being rejeded, we muft give up all fiirther 
Hopes of receiving any Lights, relating either to paft, to 
prefent, or to fiiture Tranfadions. Pofterity muft therefore 
DC convinced, that we luive been reduced to the Necefiitv 

of 
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of taking Mattes in the Grois^ and of webbing the Sum of Aad. 14 Geo. |f| 
things, iincc the Particulars arc hid from our Sight.' 1?^ ■ 

CarliJUt Bruce^ Bathurfty Ncrtbamtton^ ^a^ 
fi?Am, JyUsfgrd^ Suffolk, Ker, MaecUsfield, 
Manjtl^ Falmouth^ Ivard^ Cower, Wejtmori- 
Umdy Hereford^ Cohham, EjFiier, Litchfield, 
Greemwich, Clintouy Beaufort* 

Fib. 13. The remarkable * Debate, which hfled two Debate od thA 
Days, upon the following Queftion, «i;/«. ' Whether an hum- Morion for n- 
blc Addrefs ihodd be prdentcd to his Majcfty, that he would 2^^jj^;^^ 
be graciouflv pleafcd to remove the Right Hooourable Sir Ro- ^P^» *S 

hert IValfoLy Knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, 
M Commii&oner for executing the Office of Treafurer of 
the Exchequer, Chancellor and (Jnder-Treafurer of the Ex- 
chequer, and one of his Majefly's moft honourable Privy- 
Council, from ,his Majeffy's Prefence and Councils for ever, 
^-as thus opened by the Lord Carteret. 

* My Lords, I have a Motion to make to your Lordfhips, The LotdC^w 
wlucb, as a Friend to our prefent happy EiUbliihment, as a ^'^* 
Fnend to his moil gracious Majefly now upon the Throne, 

as a Friend to my C#iatry, and as a Member of this Honfe, 
I think I am in Quty bound to make ; but, as it is a Motion 
of an extraordinaiy, though not an unprecedented Nature, I 
muft ia& beg Leave to (hew you my Reafons for making it, 
and, I hope to fiiew fuch Reafons, as will induce every Lord 
of this Houfe to think, that it is now abfolutely neceilary to 
comply with it. 

' iVIy Lords, it is the Duty of Parliament, and efpecially. 
of this Houfe, to give our Sovereign our moil fmcere Advice, 
not only when it is aik*d, but often when it is not defired by 
the Crown. As Members of this Houfe, we are in Du^ 
bound to have a watchful Eye over the public Meafures his 
Majedy is advifed to purfue, and over the chief Minifterft 
he is pleafed to employ in the Adminiilration of public Af- 
fiirs ; and when we are of Opinion, that the Meafures he 
is advifed to purfue are wrong, or that th^ Miniflers he n 
pleafed to employ are weak or wicked, it is our Duty and 
our Buijncfs, while we fit here, to warn our Sovereign of 
his Danger, and to remove weak or wicked Counfellors from 
about his Throne. As^ to the Parliamentary Methods of re- 
moving a Miniller, I need not acquaint your Lordfhips that . 

they 

* For that of the CommonB on the fame Qacfiioo, lee Cband. HUL 
Aao. 24 G», II, 2740, p. 65. 
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Aim* i40eall. they are of feveral Kinds» and chat all bat one tend to poniih 
^4g' ^ as well as remove. When we proceed by Impeachmenc, by 
Bill of Attainder, or by Bill of Pains, ana Penalties, the De- 
fign is to puniih as well as remove ; but there is another 
Way of Proceeding in Parliament, which tends only to re 
move the Minifter from the King's Councils, without in- 
fii£ling any real Punifhment upon him, and tiiat is, by an 
humble Addrefs td our Sovereign, that he would be grad- 
ouily pleafed to remove fuch a one ^m his Councils. 

* I believe, my Lords, it will not be quefUoned, that 
either Houfe of Parliament may offer fuch Advice to die 
Crown by way of humble Addrefs ; I believe it will not be 
faid, that it is unufual, or unprecedented ; and therefore I 
I fhall not trouble your Lordihips, with calling to your Re- 
membrance, any of the Precedents that may l^ found in the 
Journals of Parliament. I fhall only take Notice of the Dif- 
ference between the Methods of proceeding by Impeachment, 
by Bill of Attainder, or Bill of Pains and Penalties ; and this 
Mediod of Proceeding, by Way of humble Addrefs to the 
Crown. When we proceed by Impeachment, by Bill of At- 
tainder, or by Bill of Pains and Penalties, fome particolar 
criminal Fafls mufl be alledged, and there muft be fome fort 
of Proof of thofe Faf^s ? but when we proceed by Way of 
Addrefs to the King, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to 
remove fuch a Minifter from his Councils, a general View of* 
that Minifter's Conduft, a general View of public A&ars, 
may afford juft Caufe for fuch an Addrefs, and common Fame 
is a fufficient Proof ; for when no particular Fad is infilled 
on, it is impoflible to bring any particular Proof. This, my 
Lords, is the Difference ; and the Reafbn of this Dificrcnce 
it very plain. When a Man is to be punifhcd, either in his • 
Perfon, his Freedom, or Eftate, fome Crime, or criminal 
Negleft, ought to be rot only alledged, but proved by a le- 
gal Proof, or by ftrong Prefumprions ; but as his not being 
employed in the King's Councils neither affeds his Perfon, 
his Freedom, nor his Eftate, therefore Wcaknefe alone, or a 
general bad Charafter, may be a good Caufe for removing 
him. A weak Man is certainly, in any Country, very unfit 
for being in the King's Councils : and, in a popidar Govern- 
ment, a Man who has incurred the general Odium of the 
People, ought not to be continued in the King's Councils, 
beciufe the Unpopularity of the Minifler may at lafl afle^t 
the Throne itfelf, and render the People difafie^led to their 
Sovereign. 

* I mufl therefore defire your Lordihips to take particular 
care to dirtinguiOi between the Method of Proceeding a^nfl 
a Minifler by Impeacivnent, by fiil) of Attainder, or BiU of 

Paio^ 
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Fains and Penalties, and the Method of Procaedlng aeainft a Ann.^ Oto, II. 
Minifter by Addreis only ; becaufe, if you do not take care >74^ 
to fix this Diftinftion in your Minds, you may expert from ^ 
me what I do not intend to give, and what the Nature of 
the Motion I am to make, renders it not only unneceilary» 
but unfit for me to give. I am to move only for an humble 
Addreis to his Majefly, that he would be graciouily pleafed 
to remove a Minifler, I may fay, The Miniiler, from his 
Cooncils ; and therefore, it is both unneceflary, and unfit for 
me, to charge that Miniiler with any particular Crime, or 
to acquaint your Lordfhips that I have, and am ready to pro- 
doce particular Proofs againft him. If this were my Inten- 
don, 1 ihould think it below my Dignity, as a Member of 
thb Houfe, to content myfelf with moving for an humble 
Addreis ; I (hould think it incumbent upon me diredUy to 
impeach, let the Confequence be what it would. Thererore 
your Lordfhips are not to exped, that I am to accufe any 
Minifter of a,particular Crime, or that I am to tell you, that 
I am ready to bring ProoB of what I alledge againil htm. If 
I can ihew that the Affairs of Eitrofe have oeen brought into 
the unludcy Situation in which they are at prefent, by the 
Condud of this Nation ; or if I can fhew, that the diitreiTed 
Condition in which our People now are, is wholly owing to 
oar own Conduft ; either of thefe will be an Argument that 
rouft, that ought at leall, to prevail with eveiy Lord who is 
convinced, that this Miniiler has been the principal^ if not 
the foie Advifer of that Condudl. If the People be me- 
ndKr difiatisfied with the late Condu(l of our public Afiairs, 
and if that genera] Difiatisfiiftion be wholly oirefled againil 
any one Man in the Adminifbation, as our Government is 
ihll, I hope, a popular Government, it is a fufiident Caufe 
for this Houie to let his Majefly know the Chara^r of his 
Minifler, by an Addreis to remove him from his Coundls. 
If there be any one of his Majefly *s Minifiers that has ufurp- 
ed, or that even is |;enerally thought to have ufurped the 
fole Power of diredbng all public Affairs, and recommend- 
mg to all public Pofb, Honours and Employments, it is our 
Duty, at leafl, to addrefs his Majefly to remove fuch a Mi- 
niiler, becaufe fuch a one is inconfillent with the Conilitu- 
tion of our Government. 

' Upon this QueiBon, my Lords, it fignifies nothing whe- 
ther the general Chara/fler the Miniiler has gained, or the 
Mifcondu£l he has been guilty of, has been owing to his 
Weaknefs, or hb Wickedneis ; for either is a fufficient Caufe 
for having him removed. But I muil obferve, that till he 
is removed, it cannot be made manifcd by proper Proofs, 
whether his MiiS:ondu£l, or his general bad Charader, be 

owing 
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jliiD. T40eo.ir. owing to Ills Weaknefs or Wickednefs ; for aitfdl MhuSaen 
^T ^ always ad by Tools and under Agents, who, whilft dieir 
^ Ruron is in Power, will never reveal the flasitioos Secrets 
committed by him to their Charge ; but as luch Men are 
feldom faithful any longer than it is their Intereft to be fo, 
remove the Miniiler once from the King^s Councils, pat it 
but of his Power to reward the wicked Fidelity of his Afo- 
ciates -9^ Tools, and the fecret Hifloiy of his dirty Jobhs 
will then begin to unfold itfelf, and may be made roanifeft 
by a legal Proof. Suppofe the King fliould be advifed by a 
favourite Miniiler to Keep up a co^ftant Friendfhip and M- 
Hance with the greateft Rivals and mod inveterate Enemies 
of his Countxy ; and that he fiiould for this Puipoie {acri£ce 
the Intereft, and forfeit the Frifndihip of its moft natural 
Allies : WhJld the Miniiler is in Power, this may feem to 
proceed from his Weaknefs, or from his Ignorance of the 
Uvtt Intereil of his Countiy ; but remove him from the 
Ferfon and Councib of his Sovereign, and then it may appear 
to ha^e proceeded from liis Wickednefs : It may appear that 
ht was corrupted by the Enemies of his Country, or that 
ht knowingly add wickedly facrificed the Interefl of his 
Countiy to fome private View of hb own : If he empbyed 
any one in tranfafting or receiving the Bribe, if he ever was 
fo free in Converiation with his Friends as to unfold the Mo- 
tives for hii Mifcondufl, or the Reafoiis why he gave fuch 
Wickfed Advice to his Sovereign, fome of them, either lor 
Confcience or Interefl, may be induced to difcover the Se- 
cret, when it is fafe for them to do fo ; but whilH he con- 
tinues folely to enjoy the Ear of his Sovereign, it can nev«r 
be any Man's Intereil to accufe him, it will always be unfaic 
for a private Man to do fo; becaufe the Power oi^'the Crown 
will be employed iti blailing the Credit, or preventing the 
Efieft of his Evidence ; and probablv in making the Punifh- 
jfient fall, not upon the guilty Minifter, but upon the brai-e 
and honeft Accufer. The Cafe of the Earl of Srifiol in 
King Claries lil's Time, may (hew, how dangerous it is tQ 
accufe a favourite Minifter, whilil he is in the Zenith of his 
Power and Intereil ^t Court. Nothing could be more ]u& 
than the Accufation brought by that £iii againil the Duke 
©f Buckingham^ yet it produced an Acculation of High 
Treafon againil that Earl, in which the King himfelf tv^ 
the Accufer, and his Attorney General the Profecutor. This 
was a moil terrible Situation which tliat noble Earl v^'as 
brought into by his Fidelity to his Country and his own Ho- 
nour ; and if the Power of the Crown had been in the fame 
Condition it is now, notwithilandin^ the Heinoulhefs of his 
Charge ag;unil the Miniiler^ notwithflanding iiis fuH and 
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v.xXL voocfacd Defence as to the Charge exliibited againfl Ann. 14 Geo. Qt 
him, he mjght, probably, have fallen a Sacrifice to the Re- '74<>- 
fendnent of that favourite Miniiler. c— — ^^-* 

* Thus, my Lords, from the Danger there is in accufing 
a Minifler, from the ImpofTibility there is of finding any le- 
gal Prooifs againfl him, whiiil he continues in Power, we 
may fee the Wifdom of our Conflitution, that has contrived 
a Method for removing him from the King's Councils, with- 
out fobjefting any (ingle X.an to the Danger of Minillerial 
Refentmcnt, and without making it necefTary to have any 
particular Proofs. According to this Method, and upon the 
Motion 1 am to make agreeable thereto, your Lordihips are 
to form your Judgment £om the Knowledge you have of oqr 
pail Conduct, and the general View you have of the pre* 
lent Pofhire of our Affairs, both abroad and at home. 1 am 
fure no Man can (ay, that either the foreign or domeilic Af- 
fairs of this Nation are at prefent in a good Pofture ; and 
thofe who have for fo long joined with me in blaming many 
of oar public Meafures, and in foretelling what would be 
the Coiueqaences of them, mufl, I think, join with me in 
imputing our prefent unlucky Situation entirely to our own 
Condud, and confequently to thofe, or to the Minifier, that 
has had the chief Share in advifing that Condud. For this 
Reafon, with regard to the Motion I am to make, I cannot 
doubt of having the Concurrence of all thofe, who have join- 
ed with me in condemning any of thofe Meafures that have 
brought us unto this Didrefs : Nay, I hope to have the Con- 
currence of m?Jiy of thofe, who have joined in approvins 
moil of our late Meafures ; for tlio' Lords may be mduced 
to approve of a public Meafure at the Time it is traniade^ 
either by the deceicfnl Light in which it is reprefented by an 
artful Minifler, or by the ^fe Glofs then put upon poblic 
A£urs^ yet when Time and Confequences dear up the 
Truth, they may condemn the Meafure they were formerly 
induced to approve ; and, of all others, they have then the 
greateA Reafon to concur in addrefling to remove a MiniUcr, 
who has deceived them, as well as their Soverei^. 

* With regard to fuch of your Lordihips as have, by your 
Opinions in this Houfe, condemned many of our Jatc Mea- 
fures, I (hould think it unneceflkry to fay ary thing farther^ 
in favour of the Motion I am to make ; but as there are 
many Lords in this Houfe, who had not an Opportunity to 
confider, and give their Opinion upon pad Meafures, and at 
there are fome, who approved moil of them, in order tQ 
gain their Concurrence, I think it neceflkry, and, I hope 
your Lordihips will give me Leave, to examine the Conduct 
of our public Affairs for fifteen or fixteen Years pail, in-order 
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Jbiii.i4.Geo^n. to fhew, that the prefbnt unlucky Situation of Afialis id 
*740' Europe, an J the prcfcnt Diftrefs of the People in this Nation, 
are both owing to our owq Mifcondudl. The Maxims eila- 
blifhed.ever fince the Revolution, and the Maxims apoa 
which both the late heavy Wars were founded, have been, 
to prevent the Increafe cf the Power of France, to fuppor: 
and increafe the Power of the Houfeof AufiriUy as a Ba- 
lance to that of France, and to prevent, if poflible, an 
Utoion between the Kingdoms of France and Spain. That 
thcfc were right Maxims for this Nation to puiiue, ^rauft be 
acknowledged by the Friends of that Miniller, whofe Rc- 

• jnoval is to be the Queftion I am'to put to your Lordfhip-, 
^ecaufe the chief Reafons for condemning the Treaty of 
Utrecht, which that Gentleman had a great Share in, was 

"on Account'of its leaving too much Power in the Crown of 
France, and one of the Branches of the Houfe of Bourhan ia 

• Poflcffion of the Monarchy of Spain ; and the only Reafoa 
we had for concluding the Treaty in 1716, by which the 
Ifland of Siciiy was given to the Emperor, and in which 
that Gentleman had likewife a great Share, was becaafe the 
Treaty of Utrecht had not given a fafficient Power to the 
Houfe of Aufirta in Italy, This, I fay, was our Moti\c 
for concluding that Treaty, which was perhaps the Foun- 
dation of all our Broils with Spain ever fince chat Time ; 
and this Motive prevailed, tho* we had then no imfmedinte 
Caufc to be afraid of the Power of France, or of an Union 
or Confederacy b€t\^ecn France and Spain ; becanfe by the 
Jate King of France"^ Death, and the Duke of Orleans get- 
ting the Government of that Monarchy into his Handr, the 
French Nation was divided into two powerful Fadlions, and 
a great Diftruft eftablifhed between the Courts of France and 
Spain. 

* Now, my Lords, if thefe Maxims arc fuch as this Na- 
tion ought to purfue, or ought ever fince that Time to have 
purfucd J and if T can fhew, that they have, tyery one of 
them, been departed from, and that the prefent unt6\v.'ird 
5tatc of Affairs in Europe, as well as the prefent diftrcfled 
Condition of this Nation, are both owing to this Depanurr^ 
furely it muft be allowed, that our Conduct has been di- 
Tcfted by weak Councils, or fomething worfe. By the Re- 
agent's lieath, and the Government of France\ coming into 
the Hands of the Duke of BoUrbon,, a mutual Confidence 
fcemed to bejcftor'd between ihcQoMn^ of France and Spair^ 
and this ought to have put us upon contriving Methods to in- 
terrupt or diminifh that Confidence ; but fo rar from it, that 
v/e rcfaied to take Advantage cf the moft favourable Acci- 
I'e! t that could happen for this Purpofe. By the Trench 
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Coart*s fending back the Infanta of Spain, this mutual Con- Ann. i4Ce6.tL 
iidcncc was not only broke oiF, but an Enmity cftaB'iihcd ^ ^^ 
between the two Courts, which might have been rendei^ 
perpetual and imphcahle, if we had made the proper Ufe of 
that Accident. The Court of Spain refented To highly the 
Affront, that they would no longer admit of France as a 
Mediator at the Congrefs aiCatnbray^ for adjufting the Dif- 
ferences between them and the Emperor. They ofliered us 
the folc Mediation, and it was I'ery much the Intereft of 
this Nation to have thofe Differences adjulled in an amica* 
b!e Manner, and to have a perfedl good Correfpondence 
reilored, and the ancient Alliance revived, between the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid i but, I do not know how, ai 
Maxim then begun to prevail amongd our Miniders, that we 
ought not to do any Thing that might difoblige the Court of 
France i and I muft obferve, it was at that 1 ime, a certaia 
Honourable Gentleman began to have the Afcendant in all our 
Councils. For this Reafon, we rcf jfed to accept of the folc 
Mediation offered us^ both by the Court of Madrid, and that 
d Henna, or to interfere between them, without the Aflift- 
aiice of the Court of France. 

' Thus, my Lords, we negledled the bcfl Opportunity 
that could have offered, for eftablifhing the Syftem of Affairs 
in Europe, upon that Footing which is the moft happy for 
this Nation; but Providence atoned for this Negle^A, and 
^'O'M have done it for us, if we had not, by a moft unac- 
countable Fatality, counter-a£ted this new Interpofition of 
Providence. The Court of Spain was fo much irritated 
againft France, that they refolved, at any Rate, to be re- 
conciled with jhe Court of Fienna, and when thev found 
they could get no Mediators, thefe two Courts begin a 
Correfpondence between themfelves, which ended in a 
Treaty of Pejce concluded at Vienra the 30th of Atril 1 725, 
and a Treaty of Alliance and Guaranty concluded the next 
Day at the fame Place. This, my Lords, was the ytry 
'i hing we ought to have wifhed for, the very Thing Francw 
had to fear, it was the Intereft of Britain y to accede to thii 
/Mliance, and we were invited' to do fo : It was the Intereft 
of France to break this Alliance, to prevent our acceding to 
if, and to reconcile themfelves with the Court of Spain, if 
POiTible. Thele Ends they accompiifr.ed ; but what is moft 
forprizing. they not only prevented our AccelHon to this 
Alliance, but they made us their Inllrument for reconciling 
themfelves to the Court of Spai^r, anJ for creating a new 
Difference between the Courts of f'ifnna and MaJrid, For 
this Purpofe, they made us believe, that a fecret Treaty had 
fccen concluded between Spain and the Emperor, b>' whicH 
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Ana. 14. Ceo. n. theie two Powers had agreed to fet the Pretender upon the 
^740- ^ Throne of thefe Kingdoms, to take Gibraltar from us, and 
to ddhoy our Trade ooth in Spain and the Indies. 

* I &/, mv Lords, the French made us belieye this ; for 
I am thorouenly convinced, it was all a Forgery ; and I am 
convinced, tne Forgery was firft contrived m France, Bat 
fappofe the Faft had been true : Was it in the Power of 
the £mperor and Spain to carry any of thefe Stipdatioas 
into Execution ? Was it in the Power of both, joined toge- 
ther, to hurt this Nation either in its Trade or Pofleffions ? 
What then ought we to have done ? We ought to h^ve 
defpifed it ; and when thefe twQ Powers had found that 
they had been miiguided by fome of their Minifters, and 
advifed to concert Schemes, which both, jomed tc^ietbcr, 
could never put in Execution, they would have been glad 
to reconcile themfelves to this Nation at the Expoce 
of thofe who had put them upon forming fuch chi- 
merical Proje£ls. We had not, thereforei the leaft Occa- 
fion to feek for Allies, in order to defend us a^^dnft thefe 
two Powers, or to attack either of them, unlefs they had 
attacked us. But this would not have anfwered the Ends of 
the French Court, and therefore, by Means of this Bagjbear 
they prevailed on us to join in an Alliance with them by that 
moil fatal Treaty of Hanover. Still this was not enough : 
The politic Court of France faw, that the Emperor was a 
proper Ally for defending Spain againil an Attack from them, 
but a very improper and ufelefs AUy for defendmg Spain 
againft an Attack from us. For diis rurpofe they knew, tbc 
they only were a proper Ally for Sfain, and in order to 
convince the Spanijb Court of this, it became neceflary to 

Prevail with us, to make fome Sort of an Attsfck upon Sfeun, 
low to do this, one would think, midit have appeared a 
little difficult even for the Court of France, The Treaty 
of Hanover^ bad as it was, was only a defeniive Treaty : 
We were not thereby obliged to be^ the Attack. What 
.was then to be done ? 

^ My Lords, the Codequence is really amazing : They 
perfuade us, that the Emperor and Spain were certainly to 
begin the War, as foon as the latter got their Treafore 
home from the Wejl-Indies^ and that therefore it was ne- 
ceilary to fend out one Squadron to prevent the %^awarif 
from making an Invafion upon us, and another to prevent 
their getting their Treafure home from the Wefi-hiitu 
As the French have Ships of War as well as we have, it was 
natural for us to defire the French to join with us in thefe 
Expeditions ; but as the^ had a Mind to make os qoarrel 
fvitn Spttiny without their having any Hand in the Qoairel, 
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diey got tx^ to take the Whole of the naval ExpeditiOB An. f4.Cco. n;, 
upon oorfclvcs,. under Pretence that they were to make '7^* 
Preparations by Land ; and accordingly we fent, at a great ^ 
Expence, two powerful Squadrons to Sea^ one to the Coafb 
of Sfain^ and another to the Weftlndies^ which the Spa- 
niards looked on as a real Attack, and immediately began 
Hoftilides againft us. However, as the French had no 
Mind that we (houkl hurt Sfain^ or get any Advantage 
to ourfelves, botli our Squadrons had Orders not to make 
any real Attack upon Sfain ; nay, even after the Stani- 
ards had Ix^n Hoililities againft us, and a^ually beiicged 
our Town ctGibralt^^ our good Allies the French would 
neither affift us, nor allow us to conunit any Hoftilides againft 
the Spemiaris, 

* Our Squadrons, my Lords, were only to prevent as 
InvafioD, whic^ I am fure was never intended i and by 
obftmding the Arrival of the Spani/h Treafure, to prevent 
a War, which I am confident was never defigned. By 
this Means, however, the French accomplilhcd what they 
had in View. The Court of Spain was in great Diftrefs for 
Want of their Treafure, and they faw thenuelves unn.ble to 
hurt us. By this they were convinced, that it was abfolutel/ 
neceflary for them to be reconciled with the Court of France, 
in order to prevent their being thus infalted by us ; and this 
prevailed on them to foreive an Affront which otherwiie 
rhey never, perhaps, would have forgiven. As foon as this 
was done, the French became Mediators for reconciling the 
Difterences between Spain and us, which they thenUclves 
had railed ; but thb was not out of any Good-will to 
us: It was to lead us into another Snare, by making us 
OS joint Inftruments with them in caufinga new DiiFerence 
between Spain and the Emperor. By the Quadruple Alli- 
ance it had been provided, that 6000 Swi/s, or neutral 
Troops, ihould be introduced into the ftrone Places of Tuf- 
cany, Parma^ and Placentia^ in order to lecure the even- 
tual Succeffion of thofe Dutdiies to the Queen of Spain^t 
eldeft Son. This the Emperor had amed to, and the 
Qieen'of Spain was fatisiied with ; but a&r the French had 
by our Means, as I have ihewn, fully reconciled themfdves 
to the Court of Spain, and had become Mediators between 
that Court and us, they perfuaded her Catholic Majefty to 
infift, in her Negotiations with us, that infbad of neutral 
Troops, . 6000 Spanijh Troops (hould be introduced into 
the fbong PUces of Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia. As 
this was an Article we had nothing to do with, as it was an 
Article, which wc knew the Emperor would not willingly 
agree tOf aod confcquemly, would raife a Difference be- 
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ABD.i4Ceo.n. tween him and Spain, it is furprizing, we fhouldfiHow h 
^1^ J to be mentioned in any Negotiation between Sfais and os ? 
yet Jb prevalent was the Influence of the French upon our 
Minifter, that he not only allowed it to be mentioned in 
the Negotiation, but agreed to its being made an exprefs 
Article in the Treaty of Seville ; and for ike Performance 
of this Article, we became Sureties jointly with France ; 
that is, my Lords, we engaged to join with France and 
Spain in a War againft the Kmperor j and this we did with- 
out any Sort of Neceffity, without obtaining any one Ad- 
vantage for ourlelves. 

* The Emperor forefaw the Danger of admitting Spamfi 
Troops into tfjofc Places ; nay, it was foretold in this Houfe 
when that Treaty was under our Coniideration j and for this 
Reafon the Emperor would by no Means confent to it, unlcfs 
we ihould become Guarantees of the Pragmatic SanSion, 
without any Condition or Rcftriftion. This we were obliged 
to agree to, in order to get out of the Labyrinth we had 
led ourfelves into, and a Treaty for this Purpofe was con- 
cluded between the Emperor ar.d us at Vienna^ in the 
Year 1731, without ftipulating any one Advantage for this 
Nation, or fo much as a Tariff or Treaty of Commerce be- 
tween this Kingdom and the Emperor's Dominions in Italy 
and Flanders, though cur Trade to both thefe Places want^ 
much to be regulated, and the latter has fince fumifhed oar 
Minifter with a Pretence to penfion fome of his Friends, un- 
der the Title of Commiflaries to fettle that Tariff. This 
Treaty at Vienna^ however, I (hall not find Fault with : 
The grcatell Fault was, its being delayed too long : If we 
made it with a Defign to perform it, I fhall allow it was 
a right Meafure ; but by what happened foon after, I fufpe£^, 
that fome amongft us had no Intention to perform this Gua- 
ranty, even at the very Time it was agreed to ; and for ju- 
llifyiig my Sufpicion in this Refpeft, I muft turn to the 
otiier Side of Europe, At the very Time we concluded 
this Treaty of Vienna, Auvuftas the late King of Pi}!ar:d 
was in a oad State of Healtn, and the Nobility of Poland ^ 
as well as the neighbouring Powers, were beginning to think 
of a new Election, Every one forefaw, that the Contcil 
would lie between the Eledoral Prince of Saxony, Son of 
the then King of Pdandy and Stanijlaus, Father-in -Law to 
the Kii g cf France ; and if we were ferious in our Gua- 
ranfy cf tlie Pre gmatic SanSlion, it was eajy to fee which 
Side we ought to take in this Con tell. It was cafy to 
fee, that it was our IntereH to op|V)fe, as much as was 
coi ilflcnt with the Liberties of Polmd, the Ele»Sion of 
i^tamJiuHs, Whether wc did fo or not. doe* iwt yet ap- 
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pear^ for the Parliament was denied the Liberty of feeing Aan. 14 Geo. n. 
any Papers or InHrudUons relating to that Affair -, but if ^74°- 
Credit is to be given to common Fame, we fhewed great ^ 
Regard to the Court of France in this Particular, as well as 
every other. Neverthelefs, the Court of Vienna did their 
Duty : They made all the Interefl they could againfl the 
Election of Staniflaus^ without encroaching in the leail up- 
on the Liberties of Poland. The Mu/covites, indeed, went 
a little ferthcr, becaufe the Republic of Poland was obliged 
by Treaty widi them, never to chufe Stan'Jlam^ and thcrcr 
fore they oppofed his Ele^lion by Force of Arms. This 
gave a Pretence to Trance^ in Coniun£lion with Zpain and 
Sardinia^ to attack the Emperor m the Year 1733. Our 
joining the Emperor in tliis War would, in all human Pro- 
bability, have entirely cad the Balance, and by the Event, wa 
miglit have repaired all the Faults and Overfighcs that were 
committed in the Negotiations and Treaty of Utrecht ; bat 
we remained idle Spectators, and by this our Inadion, the 
Power of the Houfe of Avftria was diminifhcd, the Power of 
France increafed, and the whole Sydem of Europe turned 
updde down ; which to me is an evident Proof, that thofe 
who had the Dire^on of our Councils, had no Intention to 
perform the Stipulations they entered into by the Treaty at 
V'unma in 1731 ; and if they had not, it was a downright 
betraying of the Emperor : It was. by a treacherous Promife, . 
never intended to be performed, leading him in to confenc 
to the introducing of Troops into Italy ^ which he was fure» 
would be employed againfl him tlie very ^^ Opportunity, 
as they accordingly were within two Years after. What 
Dilhonour this brought upon the Nation, what Diibiift it 
begot among thofe who are our natural Allies, what Injury 
it did to that Syftem of Affairs in Europe^ which it was the 
Interefi of this Nation to fupport^ f neea not explain to your 
Lordfhips. 

• That this Syllem is now almoft entirely overthrown, is 
evident to every one who confiders the prefent Circumllancci 
of Europe 5 and that this Overthrow is owing entirely to our 
Conduct, I have, I think, dcmonflrated. My Lords, it 19 
owing to our having been in French Leading- Strings, ever 
lince a certain Honourable Gentleman began to have the Af- 
ccndant in all our Councils, and in the Condud of oar pub- 
lic AflFair^. If by this Conduct, if by facriiicing our Allies, 
and re-uniting the two Branches of tlie Houfe of Bourbon, 
we had got great Advantages for ourfelves, it would be fome 
Excuie for wis unaccountable C ondudt ; but fo fiir otherwife, 
my Lords, tJiat during this whole Period, and notwithfland-^ 
ing the many fignal Services we have lately done to the HouiJe 
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Ann. x4Oe0.IL of Sauriofi, we hzvc been iacniicing oar Trade and Navi- 
'740j gation to the Manufafturers of France, and the I^iates of 
*"' *" ' Spain. The Frenc/j have, during this whole Time, been 
improving their Trade, and their Manufadhires, at the Ex- 
pence of oars ; and the Spaniards have been plundering our 
Merchants^ and interrupting oar Navigation, under the moft 
unjuil and ridiculous Pretences, both in the American and Mt- 
diterranean Seas ; without our (Hpulating any thing in Fa- 
vour of our Trade, or Manufafhires, from the former ; and 
without our obliging the latter to acknowledge our jufl Rights, 
diiavow their unjuil Claims, or make SatisfadHon to our in- 
jured Merchants and Seamen ; notwithibnding the many Ads, 
Preliminaries, Conventions, and other forts of Treaties, we 
have concluded with thefe two Powers ; and the gr6at Ex- 
|>ence we have put ourfelves to, folely for their Service. 

* In fhort, isiy Lords, upon a general View of our Con- 
do£^ with regard to Foreign Affairs, it appears . (b unac- 
countable, ana the Confequences now ihew it to have been 
fo deflruddve, that it is hardly poflible to think it altogether 
owing to Weakneis ; and if the Truth were known, which 
never can as long as the fame Minifters continue in Power, 
and have the Difpofal of all public Honours and Favours, 
fbmething worfe than Weakneis, might, perhaps, be made 
appear by legal Proo^. This, however, I ihall not aver nor 
infjft on ; but to doubt of the Weaknefs of this Condud, or 
to deiire that this Weaknefs fhould be made appear by le^ 
Proofs, is the fame with doubting or definng ProoB of the 
Parts being equal to the Whole, or of the Sun's fhining, when 
oar Eyes are dazzled with his Beams. Let us now examine 
what Eifed this Condudt has had upon our domeflic Affairs. 
If we had made the proper Ufe of thofe providential Acci- 
dents that occurred, for eftabliihing a good Correfpondence 
between the Courts of Madrid and Fienna, and, of courfc, a 
fort of Diftnift between the Courts of France and Spain ; if 
we had not defeated the EfFedl of thofe Accidents by our fol- 
lowing the Councils of France, 'tis more than probable, I think, 
it is certain, that we (hould have had no Occafion to keep up 
dangerous Armies, or fit out cxpenfive Squadrons. Ten or 
Twelve Thoufand regular Troops, and a few Guard-Ships, as 
a Secnrify againfl anv fudden Attack, would have been the 
moil we mould have nad Occafion for ; and this Expence, the 
Malt-Tax, and the Land -Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound, 
woukl have been fufHcient to anfwer. If we had reduced 
the public Expence within thefe Bounds, we fhonld have been 
able to pay <m a great Part of our old Debt, without con- 
tradUng any new ; and might have abolifhed a great many 
gf thole Taxes which lie heavy upon poor Labourers and 
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Miibil&&iren, andwhich^ conr^uend/i tehahcfc fliii Pirkey ^F!** ^ ^t^ 
a&d thereby prevent the Sale of oujr MaAu&dure? at all Fqt '7 4g< ^ 
reign Markets. As 5^^ ijr would have had a continual De- ^'•***^V^2Sr 
{>endance updn, and a dofe Correfpondenee with this Na- 
tion, tiiey would not have attempted to make fuch Encisoach^ 
jnents jaiba m as they have done ; for we may obferve^ tha^ 
their InZ^lp and Encroachments upon us^ have always bomp 
a Prm>ortion to the Correfpondence fiibfiftin^ between then^ 
and ¥ra9C€ : Our Saub-Sea Company would have met with 
no Lu^erruption in their Trade to New-Sp^ia ; nor yvould thcS 
Sale of oyr Mana&^ures have been interrupted and difcoor 
raged, as they have been, both in New and Old-Spain, An4 
the certain Confequence of all this would have been, aa 
utter Impoflibility (bt France to improve and increafe h^ 
Manufa^^nxs, efpecially thoi^ of Wool ; which would hav^. 
been a more efFedhial Stop to the clandeiline Exportation of 
OQr Wool, than any other Method we can contrive. For tf 
we could work up Woollen N^Fanu^fbires as cheap as thejr 
tan do in France^ we could fell them cheaper at all Markets^ 
becaole i^e have die Wool cheaper, which would preyemc 
the Sale of their Manufadures at any Foreign Maiicet, nay^ 
even in their own Markets at lail, by the clandedine run* 
ning of ou^ in upon them i and if thev could fell no 
Woollen Monufadtures, they would neither be at the Pains^ 
nor Ea^eace, to {leal Our Wool away from us. 

' AH rhefe Confequences, my Lords, the Couf t of Frane^ 
were My fenfible or ; and therefore they made it their Bu- 
fioeis to le-unite themfelves as foon as poflible with the Coui|; 
^ SfaJa, to create Breaches between Spain and us, add be* 
tween Spaijt and the Emperor^ and to make us put ourfelve^ 
to an extraordinary Expence upon every Occaiion. AU thjs 
they have, fatally for us, fucceeded in ; but it is very fur* 
prizing that, in every Step, they (hould have been able to mak^ 
us thejr Tools for our own Undoing. After our being drawn 
in to the Treaty of Hanover, as 1 have mentioned, we im- 
mediately put durfelves to tJijC Expence of augmenting our 
Army, which was before too numerous ; of taking Foreign 
Troops, and Foreign Princes, into our Pay ; and of Acting 
out cofUy, but ufelefs Squadrons. When Don Carlos was to 
he feat to Italy, we put ourfelves to the Expence of feilding 
a powerful Squadron to the Mediterranean, to pay that Prince 
the Compliment of eondudling him in Triumph thither. 
When the Emperor was attacked m 1733, tho* v/t took no 
Share in the War, we took care to have a Share in the Exj* 
pence, by making great warlike Preparations. In ihort, for 
thcfe Fifteen or Sixteen Years pail, we have mifs'd no Pr*- 
tesce for putting ourfelves to an extraordinaiy Charge^ ^ if 
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Ann. 14Oeo.ll. we had thought, that the worft Thing v/t could do, was to pay 

'740^ , off our Debts, or cafe our People of their Taxes ; When 

any of our Neighbours came to an Agreement, wc were to 

Taife Annies, and fit our Squadrons, in order to make them 

fall out ; when any of our Neighbours fell out, wc were to 

raife Armies, and fit out Squadrons, in order to make them 

agree : When wc were engaged in Negotiatious, we were to 

keep Armies and Squadrons in Pay, in oider to render thofe 

Negotiations efTeftual : When our Negotiations ended in a 

Treaty, wc were to keep Armies and Squadrons in Pay, for 

enforcing the Performance or Obfervance of that Treaty ; 

-and when no other Pretence could be found, when the Trzn- 

quillity of Europe fcemed to be perfeftly efbbliflied, wc were 

to keep Armies on Foot, becaule, when our Neighbours had 

no Quarrel amongft themfelves, they had the more Leifare 

to think of invading us. 

• This, my Lords, has been our Conduft with rcfped to do- 
meftic Affairs; and the Confequcnce is, that our public Debts 
are now very near as great as they were at the End of the 
laft heavy War : If we fiive paid off with one Hand, wc have 
^ontraded near as much with the other ; and no one Tax 
that was impofed during the War,' has either been taken off, 
fufpended, or diminifhed, except one Moiety of the Land 
.Tax, and the Salt Tax for one Year. It is this, my Lords, 
that has given the French fuch an Advantage over us widi 
regard to Trade and Manufadlures. It is this that keeps the 
Intereft of Money at a higher Rate, and private Credit at 
a lower Ebb in this Country, than in any trading Country in 
Europe i and it is this that has rendered our People generally 
difcontented, which Difcon tents have been very much height- 
ened by the fevere and oppreffive Laws that have been en- 
a€^ed, and the more opprefiive Schemes that have been at- 
•'tempted, under Pretence of their being neceflary for col- 
lc6ling the public Revenue. The Excite Scheme alone vv-i 
Caufe fufficient for all the Difcon tents that have fincc appear- 
ed : It was fuch an Attempt upon our Liberties as could not 
but give a general Alarm to a free Nation 1 and it was re- 
fented accordingly by the People. We may remember hovr 
the Author of it was treated at moft of the Cities and Bo- 
roughs in the Kingdom. Whether that Attempt ptoceedcd 
from Weaknefs or Wickcdnefs, I {hail not determine ; but 
the Minifler that patronized it ought immediately to have 
been removed from his Majefty's Councils, in order to (hew 
-the People that his Majefty no Way favoured fuch a bare- 
faced Attempt upon their Liberties ; and if none about his 
Majefty has yet advifcd him to remove fuch an unpopular, 
fxiS^ a hat^ Minift^ri we ought to fupply that Deficiency. 

Your 
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Tour Lordflups in this Houfe are his Majefty's great and Aim. 14 Geo. It 

chief Councily and therefore, when you find that his other ^ 'Ho«^ 

Councils have negle£ted to give him proper Advice, it is 

your Danr^ it is your Bufmefs, when aifembled here, to fop* 

ply that Negleft A fole Pnme Minifler may be able to 

prevent the Truth*s reaching the Ears of his Mailer, \sf 

Means of any of thole he fuffers to have free Accefs to hia 

Perfon ; but» I hope, no Minifler will ever be able to in- 

thnidate your Lordfhips, or prevent your fpeaking decently, 

freely, honeftly ahd fincercly to your S6vereign. 

' If in a irt€ State, no unpopular Minifler ought to be 
allowed to continue in the King's Councils, or about his 
Peiibn, I am fure the Motion I am to make, ought to have 
been die Refolution of this Houfe, the very next Seffion af-' 
tcr the Excife Scheme was rejcfted ; but your Lordfhips were' 
willing, perhaps, to indulge the Patron of that Scheme^ 
with an Opportunity of raining the good Will of tlie Peo- 
ple by his fiiture Condua. Has he done fo, my L^rds ? 
Has he not, almoft in every Step of his Condufl fince that 
1 imc, riveted himfelf in the Hatred of the People, I mean 
thoie who are not immediately in his Pay, or in Expedation 
of foon being fo ? It would oe too tedious, my Lords, to 
mention all the weak and unpopular Parts of his Conduct 
fince that Time, and therefore I fhall confine mylelf to our 
late Management with regard to Spain^ I have already 
fhewed the Weaknefs of the Treaty of Sevilk^ with re- 
gard to the Breach it occafioned between Spain and 
the Emperor ; bat that was far from being the only 
one. The Spaniards had before then fet up their Pre- 
tence to a Right of Searching our Ships in tnc American 
Seas, and confifcatine Ship and Cargo, if they found any 
Goods on board which they were p!e.tfed to call contra- 
band. In purfuance of this Kight, they had confifcated fe- 
vcral of oar Merchant Ships, after Peace was reftored be- 
tween the two Nations by the Convention, figned at the 
fardoy March b^ 1728. Our Mercliants, after having ap- 
plied in vain to our Minifler. made their Application to 
Parliament in 1728, and plainly pointed out to him, what 
we ought to infift on from Spain^ yet all he defired, or at 
lead obtained by the Treaty of Seville, was a Renewal of 
former Treaties, tho' he knew, that, under the Colour of 
thofe Treaties, the Spaniards had fet up this veiy Right ; 
and with regard to the Depredations that had been commit- 
ted, he contented himfelf with ftipulating to have them re- 
ferred to CommifTaries of each Side, who vyere to affemble 
at the Court of Spain^ and had three Years to make their 
Report ; by which our Minillcr got an Opportunity of ob- 
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JUn. 14 Ceo. II. liging fome of his Friends with Penfioss. and di« Sjaniarit 
' '7 4^ got an Opportunity not only of contmuin^ thfcir |Depreda- 
tionSy but of robbing us of that Money which oar Commif- 
faries, their Clerks and Servants, were obl^ed to fpend in 
tne Dominions of Spain. 

* Thefe Ovcrfiehts, mv Lords, might, perhaps, have pi*, 
teeded from WeaKnefs } but it is impoflible to loppoie, that 
what followed coald proceed from Weaknefs alone. The 
Spaniards continued their Depredations with as much Vi- 
gour as ever, and thereby (hewed the Meaning they pot upon 
Siofe Treaties that had been renewed by the Trea^ of ^f- 
n)ilk : And they made fuch trifling Work with oar Com* 
ndflaries, that before the Year 1733, every one &w we 
could expefi no Reparation for what was pafled, nor SecoiiCf 
in Time to come, but by Force of Arms, The Rijjit wc 
})ad to a free Navigation in the jjmerican Seaa, and the 
Kight we had to cany what Goods we pleafed fiom one 
Fart of our own Dominions to another, was a Point dut 
could admit of no Difcuflion : It was a plain, fiinpk Qoef^ 
tion we were to put to the Spanifl? Court, Will yon admit of 
this Right or no ? If they denied it, if th^ /huflfed, the 
immediate Confequence (hould have been a Dcrlamtion of 
War. Th^did not AuiHe : They in a Manner caantisly 
denied it : They not only infifled upon, but ezerdtod d^ 
Right they had let up, to fearch everjr briti/b Ship thqr met 
with in tne American Seas, and to feize and oonnicate Ship 
^d Cargo, if they fbund.on board an^ of thofe Goods they 
^ere pl^ed to call CQntraband. This was the State pf Af- 
&irs between the two Nations when the Spaniards attacked 
the Emperor m Italj/t Ought we not, for oar own Sake a- 
ione, to have laid hold of that Opportunity for dedaring 
War againfl Spain ? On the contrary, we continued to ne^ 
gotiate about a Point which could admit of no Ng^odatioa ; 
and tho* it was evident, that if we allowed die Frtnch and 
Spaniards to prefcribe Terms to our old Ally th^ Emperor, 
it might very probably be in their Power afterwards . to pre-> 
icribe Terms to us, yet we let flip this Opportunity; »< 
continued to fufier patiently the InfuJts and Injuries that were 
put upon us by the Spaniards : We continued to negotiate, 
^d by fo doing «Lve up the Point in QuefUon. Nay, my 
Lords, the very Papers upon our Table fhew, that either 
our Minjder and thofe he employed did not underftand the 
Point in Queflion ; notwithAandine the clear Light it had 
been put in by the repeated Appfication of our Miachants i 
for after having feen how little Care had been taken of them 
in the Treaty of SewJIe^ they had applied again to Pariia- 
inpn{ in the Y^ar 1 730. I lay, xav Lordsj^ t& Papers upon 
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tbt Table ihew, tliat either our Minlfter and his under A Ami. X4(3e». It 
gents did not imderftand the Point in Qoeftion, or widcedly >740f 
gave it up ; for when they complain to the Spamjh Court, ' ^^^ 
as they do in forae of their Memorials, of the Spaniard* car- 
lying dandeftxnely fome Pieces of Eight on board our-Mer* 
chant Ships, and then feizing them for having fnc^ Goods on 
board, tbev admit, that if thofe Goods had been found on 
board, viithout having been 6rtt dandeftinely earned there> 
it would have been a jofl Caule of Seizure. 

< fiut, my Lords, diis of eivin^ up the Right of this Na- 
tion, and of Mankind, by Negotiation, was not enough for 
oar Minifler ; he was refolved to give it up by Treaty, whicii 
leads me to confider our late Convention with Spain, By 
oar coiitiiiuing to negotiate, and to fujer, the Spaniards 
grew at lad io infolent and rapacious, that oor Merchants 
were fbr(^ to apply a third Time to Parliament in the Year 
1 738, and the Reiolutions of both Houfes thereupon were 
h ^^^^%^ ^^ ^"f Minifler found, fomething muft oe done : 
A new Treaty mnft be obtained, or a War mufi be declared. 
Upon this, what did he do f He put the Nation to a great 
Sxpence : He amufed the People with warlike Preparations ; 
but thos was not done, as appeared afterwards, to obtain Re« 
paration ; or to force the Spaniards to acknowledge our nn- 
doubted Rights, or difavow the Claims they had to unjuilly 
fet up. It was done with a View only to obtain a new 
Treaty ; and after he had negotiated a whole Summer, at 
the Expence of 4 or $00,000 /. extraordinaiy to the Na- 
tion, he by Treay accepted of 27,000 /. I can call it no 
more, in full Satisfaction for all paft Depredations, Damages 
andlnfults; and what was flill|(^rle, he exprefsly gave up 
the Freedom of our Navigation in the American &as, by 
referring it to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries. This, I 
infij^ my Lords, was exprefsly giving it qp ; for what coul4 
our Plenipotentiaries fay to the Spanfjh upon this Subjedl ? 
They codd not fay. We will admit of no Regulations in a 
Cafe which is exprefsly referred to us to be regulated ; and 
if they had admitted or agreed to any Regulations, our Na« 
vigation could no longer have been c^led free. 

' Upon this, my Lords, upon the firfl View of this Con- 
vention, the Spirit of this Nation began to appear, and to 
exert itfelf in luch a Manner, as convinced our Minifler that 
even iie, notwithflanding his unparalleled Power, durft no 
longer venture to trifle with the Honour, the Trade, the 
ffavieation, and the Rights of his Countiy. Thus, by his 
own Miicondttf^, and by that alone, he faw himfelf reduced 
to the Neceffity of coming to an open Rupture with Spain, 
at a Time whep the Afisun of Europe were in the molt un- 
happy 
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.14 Geo. II. happy Situation for this Kingdom. SpamZt that Time in 
'740' . a dofe Alliahce with France : The Power of the Houfe of 
Jlufiria very much diminiflied by the late War, and by his 
Condudl brought under a Sort of Dependence upon the 
Court of Frame: The Dutch not at all inclined to joio 
with us in any warlike Schemes ; and the Kingdom of ^tve-^ 
den entirely governed by French Councils. In thcfc Circum- 
ilances it was evident, that we mud cither fubmit to carry 
on the War againft Spain, according to French Directions, 
in which Cafe we could never expert to meet with Succefs, 
or to bring it to a Conclufion ; or we mull lefolve to fupport 
a War by ourfelves alone, againft the two powerful King- 
doms of France aud Spain, Jn this unfortunate Dilemma it 
was eafV to chufe ; but from what has fince happened, I fear 
our MmiHer has chofen the wb'rft Side of this Dilemma, 
Our Builnefs certainly was to xtfolve to profecute the War 
with Vigour, even tho' France fhould threaten to join a- 
g^inil us ; and therefore we ought to have been as expedi- 
tious as poflible, both in our Preparations and Attadc ; in 
order that we might have pofTefFed ourfelves of fome of the 
moft convenient Farts of the Spanijh Settlements in America^ 
or the Whole, if we could, before Stain could prepare for 
ier Defence, or France prepare to ailift her. I ao not iay^ 
my Lords, that we ought to have polFeil^ ourfelves of the 
ivhole Spanijh Weft-Indies with a DcCgn to hold them,- but 
only with a View to force Spain to a Compliance, or to en- 
able ourfelves to fupport the War, in cafe France fhould re- 
fblve to fupport the Spaniards againll the juft Demands we 
Lad upon them. 

* Now, my Lords, let us fee if the warlike Condu^l of 
our Minifler has been betfllr and more prudent than his 
peaceable. Tho' he faw that an immediate War was be- 
come unavoidable, as foon as the Convention was publifhed 
in this Nation : I fay, an immediate War ; for dio* the 
Spaniards had paid the 95,000 /. yet if they had not cx- 
prefsly and immediately givan 14) the Point of Search^ it 
would have been abiblutely neceHary for us to declare War 
againd them ; and this our Miniiler knew they would not 
do by fair Means, therefore he mufl have been feniible, that 
an immediate War was unavoidable ; yet he did not, for 
four Months &fccr, make the lead Preparation for beginning 
ir ; and wlien it was begun, it was by Way of Reprifals only; 
fcy v/hich Method we could never propofe to bring the Spa- 
viards to a Compliance, and it was giving them Warning 
to provide againft us, in thofe Places where it was mod our 
/dvantage to attack them. When I {:iy attack them, I be- 
lieve eveiy one of your Lordfhips will fuppofc, I mean the 
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Wefl'huBa, It was there, my Lords, where we eould make Ann. i4Geo.ir. 

the Spaniards moft fenfiblc of out Power : It was there they . '7 4°^ S i 

ivcre Icaft prepared to refift us : It was there we could do ^ 

hem the greatefl Mifchief ; and it was there only, we could 

attack them with any confiderable Advantage to ourfelves. 

For tbb Reafon we ihould have begun the War, we (hould 

have begun Hoflilities by an Attack, not upon their Ships, 

but upon fome of their Settlements in that Part of the World ; 

and, for this Purpofc, we might have had a Fleet, with Five 

or Six Thottiand regular Troops on board, ready to fail 

for the Weft-Indies, before we publifhed our Reptifals, and 

that without giving any previous Alarm. Admiral Vernon^t 

Succeis at Porto-Belio is an evident Proof of what Succefe we 

might have had, if that Admiral had been properly provided 

for taking and holding as many of the Sfnni/h Settlements 

in America^ as he could conquer. We Ibould foon Iiave been 

Mailers of For tit- Bella and Panama, which would have laid 

both Mexico and Peru open to our Attacks ; and by fending 

that Admiral proper Supplies, which neither the Spaniards, 

nor even the French could prevent, we might, by this time, 

have been in Poffeffion of all the Mines of Peru ; which 

would have compelled the Enemy to fubmit to our Terms, 

or it would have enabled us to fupport and carry on the War 

at the Expence of our Enemies, and without loading our 

own People with any new Debts or Taxes. 

« But inilead of this, my Lords, what have we done ! No- 
thing that can be of any great Advantage to our elves, or 
Prejudice to the Enemy. No Troops were ever fent to the 
Weft'lnSes till the Er.d of Oaoher laft, which was above a 
Year after the Declaration of Wir, and near 16 Months after 
the Spaniards had Notice to prepare for their Defence in 
that Part of the World. Nay, by fuch of Admiral Vemon*% 
Letters as we have been indulged with the Sight of, it ap- 
pears that, notwithftanding the notable Services he had done 
to his Country, notwithllanding his repeated Requcfts, no 
Care was taken to fend him proper Stores or Proviiions, for 
enabling him to proceed in his Defigns againft the Enemy. 
By this Negled it would really feem, as if our Minifter were 
afraid, left that brave Admiral (hould too much diftrefs the 
Enemies of his Country : and for this I can affign no Reafon, 
imlefs it be, that our Minifter has laid himfelf under E'gage- 
mcnts to a certain Foreign Minifter, not to diftrefs the Spa^ 
nJards more than he fhaJl give him leave to do. It would be 
cndlefs, my Lords, to explain all the Weakneflcs we have 
been guilty of fmce the beginning of the War : Our fufFer- 
ing the Spanijh Squadron to foil from Cad/x, after having 
blocked ic up fo long at that Port : Our fuftering it after* 

wards 
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iflii* 14600. n. wards to &il from Ftrrol: Our fufFering that Sqn^dioh, ani 
^40' ^ both the Fnncb Squadrons to fail fo long before we tai 

^ any Squadron to the Relief of Admiral Verwm^ and our Co- 
ionies in the Weft-lndm : Our leaving a Squadron quite in- 
aiftivfc in the Mediurraman : Our dillrefling our Trade bf 
Preffing and Embarooes^ and, at the iame Time^ n^bdisg 
to <^r any Rewara for Landmen to enter into ius uL^e&y'i 
Sea-Service^ or a fufficient Reward even for Seamen ; and^ 
. ^bove ally our negleding to have in Readineis, or to fit oot^ 
a fuffident Number of imall Cruifers at the beginning of ttm 
War, for the Prx>tedion of our Trade, by intercepting the 
Enemy's Privateers. 

My Lords, the Errors in our Negotiations before the War 
were fp eoprmons, the Faults in our Condud fmse the War 
began have been fo many^ and fo glaring, that it is almoft 
impoffible for me to impute it to Weaknds alone. I moll 
fufpe£t, that our Minifter^s making himfelf foch an obedient 
Slave to the Views of Fr^uue^ when they were fo contrary 
to the Intereft of his Country ; and his Unwillingnefi to 
enter into a War with Spaing when he had fo many Provo- 
cations) and fo fair an Opportunity of profecutine it with 
Succefs : I iay, I muft fupik)re, that this unaccount^le Om- 
du£t proceeded from fome private Motives Of his own. Thde 
Motives I have not difcovered : They cannot be difcovered 
whilft he continues Minifler : If t had difcovered them, and 

• could prove them to your Lordfhips, my Motion this Day 
ihould not be for an Addreis to remove him : I fhould, ac- 
cording to my Duty, (land up in my Place, and impeach him 
of High-Treafon. In the fame manner I mull impute our 
Method of beginning the War, our dilatory Method of pro* 
fecuting it, and particularly the great Neglefl of our Trade, 
to fome private Motives of our Miniiler^s own : I am afraid 
he is under the Diredion of France in the Profecucion of the 
War, as much as he feems td have been in the Treaties and 
Negotiations that preceded it. But, my Lords, none of 
thele Things can be proved by a dire£k Proof, e^>ecially as 
we have been denied all thofe Lights tliat are necefiiry for 
coming at fuch a Proof. The Thing is impoHlble, and, in 
the prefent Cafe,* it is unneceiTary : bpon a general View of 
our Afiairs, and the prefent CircumAances we are in, the late 
Condud of our public Affairs both at home and abroad, ap- 
pears to have been mod notoriouily weak j and if there be 
any one in the Adminiftration who is known, or generally 
fuppofed to have been for feveral Years the fole Advifer^ 
and chief Condudlor of all our public Afiairs, this ajpp- 
lent Weaknefs is a fufficient Foundation for yoor Loidflups 
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te addieis kU Mi^edf, that lie woald be plea^ t6 te- Ami. 14 0<o. tt; 
moire that Mkifier from his Prefence and Councils. '74^ 

' That there is in oar Adminiftration at prefent, a Mi- 
nifter who is generally fuppofed to have a Supenority in ail 
OUT Cooncils, and that he has enjoyed that Superiority for 
thefe 15 or 16 Years, I believe, your Lordihips will not 
defire me to prove. When I fay that there is one Man now 
in the Adnnniftrationy whofe Advice has prevailed in all 
our Couidls for 1$ or 16 Years pad 1 who has had tho 
fble Difpofai of all the Revenues of the Crown, and of aU 
the Honours, PoAs, and EmploymenCs the Crown could 
beftow I who has, in a moil arbitrary Manner dire£ied, no€ 
only at the Board to which he properly belongs^ but, bf 
ibme of his wider Agents, at every other Board in thd 
Kingdom; who has a»d it in his Power to difmifs^ not 
only from tvtry public Employment, but even from tho 
King*s Coondls and Prefence, all thofe, let their Rank be 
what it will, wHb have had the Courage and Honefty to 
Oppofe vigoroully any of his Meafures : When I f?y this^ 
my Loids, I am convinced, none of yoilr Lordihips, I am 
fore no one without Doors, will doubt, that I mean Sir Ro^ 
heri Walpolt % and this common Fame, this, general Opinioni 
is a fofiicient Foundation for your Lordfliips to point you^ 
Addreis particularly at him. The Weaknefs he has ihevved 
in the Condod of our public Aflkin, the general Hatred \A 
has incorrtd among the People of this Kingdom, render if 
. almoft neceflaiy iKut his Majefly to remove him from his 
Councils, left the Diicontents of the People> which are as 
yet levelled ag»inft the Minifter only, (houkl at lail be con« 
Verted into a general DifaficSion to his prefent Majefiy, and 
to his illttfb-ious Family. 

* This Danger muft, I think, my Lofd^^ prevail with 
every one that has a true Regard for our prefent happy 
Eflabliihment, to concur with me in the Motion I am to 
make ; but there is another Danger, which affeds the Ho* 
now, the Charader, and the Dignity of this Houfe. The 
fame Minifter has had the Misfortune, by his Condufl^ td 
propagate and eftabliih a general Opinion through the Na- 
tion, That Corruption is the only Art of Government he 
tmderflands : That by corrupt Means he gets his Creatures 
and Toob chofen at mod of the Elections in the Ki^gdom : 
That both Houfes of Parliament are induced by a corrupc 
Influence to approve of his Meafures ; and that the puiH 
lie Money is fquandered away for the Sake of g^ning him 
a legsd Support. This Charge cannot be proved, as long 
as he has the Difpofai of all the Money and all the Favom 
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Ai^f^ctio. tt. of the Crown ; Sue it is fo well efbblilhed by conunoft 
I74A* Fame, and fo generally believed, that if you lefufe to put 

Cd "i^ji^- mJ jjjg (^eilion upon a feir and impartial Iffuc, by firft patting 
it out of the Power of the Perfon accofed to fcreen himfetf 
by Means of that very Crime of which he is accofed, the 
World will be cdnfinned in that Opinion, which is already 
too general, and tc^ ftedfallly believed. As the Weakneis 
of our late MeaTures is manifeft to the whole World, as the 
Unpopularinr of diis Minifter is knoWn to eveiy Man that 
convenes with any independent Perfon in the Nation, and 
as he b generally fufpedled of being a moft notable Corrap- 
tor, if yon put a Negative upon the Motion I am to make, 
I am afraid, it may ai{e£t the Honour^ the Chara^ler, and 
the Dignity of this Houfe, bv making the World fuppole 
that very Negative to proceed from the Influence of Cor- 
ruption. But as I am convinced, that no fuch Influence 
can ever prevail in this Houfe^ and a.% I think, I have 
l^ven fuflicient Reafons for your concurring with me» there- 
tore, I {hall conclude with moving your Lordfliips, That 
an humble Addreis be prefented to his Majefly, that ht 
will be pleafed, Csfr. (as before-mentioned.) 

Duke of Newcflji/e^ 

tfiike of iV^« ' My Lords, that this Houfe, or that either Hode of 
$^k, Parfiament may addrefs the Crown,« for the Removal of 

any Minifter, is a Queftion I ihall not conteft with the no- 
Ue Lord, who has made you this Motion ; but I muSt ob- 
ferve, that fuch a Motion was never, fb far as Icxa. recol- 
h£if agreed tOt but in troublefome and factious Times, and 
that general Charges or general Accufadons againfl Miniflen^ 
ivithoat fixing upon ^y particular Crime, or offering any 
Sort of legal Proof, have fometimes proved fatal to tlur 
King himfelf. The famous Cafe of the Earl of Strafford m 
King Charles the Ill's Time, ought to be a Warning to all 
future Kings, not to allow their Miniften to be attacked in 
Pu'liament upon general Rumours^ Difgufb, or Accufadons. 
The particular Circumftances of that Cale are fo well known, 
that I need not recapitulate them* to your Lordfhips : The 
Accufation againft him confifted only of lome general 
Charges, unsupported by proper Proofs ; and every one 
knows, that the violent Proceedings againfl that Earl were 
attended with fuch Confequences as ended in a Cataftrophe, 
which all good Men detelt and abhor. 

* The noble Lord was pleafed to tell us, that an Addre6 
ID remove a Minifter from the King's Councils and Frefenc*, 

can 



i/iy Lords, I muft beg Ifave to 4i8er fiom the noble Lord ^ ^4o. 
in this Particttlar. Such fui Addrr& would a&A a Minifter^i "^ 
Chaiader, and whatever afie^ a Maa*s Charader, muft be 
allowed to a&dt kis Peilon. Do not Men every Pay ven-% 
tore tteir Lives ibr the Sake of their Charaaer ? Would 
not any Man cjiufe to lofe his Life, father than live the 
In&my and Reproach of his Country ? And fhall we in 
this Hottfe attempt to inflid a PimsQunent wor^ thvi 
Death itfelf, upon a Man againft whom there is no par* 
ticular Crime lb much as alledged, nor any Proof offered 
but popular Reientments^ which are voy <men uniuft, and 
eenml Amments, which, in my Opinion, are far from 
heing concloiive. My Lofds, it is eafy to laiib ObjeAii 
ons againil public Mes^ores that hav^^been traniaded 
many Years ago : It is impoflihle for human Wiidom al- 
ways to take the beft Courf:, apd to make the befi Ufe^ 
of the common Incidents tlvit occur, or for human Fore-* 
$ght to provide a^ini^ the extraordinary Incidents that 
may happen. Time and Experience difcover to the wifeft 
of Men, ^^uuiy Ersors in their, paft Condudl j and when 
crofs Accidents happen, eyery pne is apt to imagipe, they 
plight haye been forefeen ao^ pro^^ided j^ainft. 1 hb is 
obvious to every Man. even in the Tranfadions of private 
Life 4 aod as public Tranfa^Uons are much more intricate, 
|nd depend upon Qan£» which n^ver were, nor could be 
under our Power or DiiedUon, therefore the Errors and 
Miibkcs of thofe oonoeni^, muft be more frequent, and 
thofe Meafures may afterwards appear weak, which, ai; 
the Time thfy were traniaae4» appeared to be the 
wifeft that G(tuki be purfue^. For this Reafon, whe^ 
we are to jud^e of the Wiflo9> or Weakness of a Mi* 
ni£ler's pad Conduct we ought to ^nfider the Circumiiances 
pf Affairs, and the Appearance of Things, as they ilood at 
the Time his Meafures were concerted ; and if at that Time 
they appeared «> be thp bcft, we are not from future Acci- 
dents, or from a future View of Things, to condemn them, 
etther as weak or wicked. We may, perhans, find, that 
our Minifler was not infpired with divine Wifdom, but this 
can never be thought a good Reafon for our addreffing 
the King to remove him from his Prefcnce and Coun- 
pis. 

' From the(e general Observations, I hope your Lord* 
fhips will be convinced, tliat upon the prelent Qneflion 
you ought to view the public Meafures now obje^^d 
(0, in the fame Light in which they aj^ar^d to yot| 

1740. 4 R 3 at 



( 664 ^ 

.T4 Geo.' IT. at the Timothey were' (everally tranftded i dH, T Ifiope; 
1740- ^ it will be allowed to be at kail an Argunent in their 
^ ^ ' Favour, that every one of them was, after a dofe Exa- 
mination, approved of bv a Majority of this Hoofe, at 
die Times they re^peflively happened. But as f do not 
look upon this as a conclofive Argument in the prefeni 
Debate, I {hall beg L«ive to anfiver fome of thefe Ob- 
je£tions that have been made againft our paft Meafures, 
which I (hall endeavour to do from Pa6b and Qrcun- 
fiances that are publicly knofvn, without difcovering any 
of thofe Secrets of State, which, by the Nature of my 
Office, may, perhaps, have been communicated to m^. 
But I muft obferve, that, in aU fuch Cafes, the Servants 
ef the Crown labour under a very great Difadvantajge ; 
for they are oft«i, for the Sake of the Public, obliged 
to conceal thofe Fads upon which their Condod wis 
founded, and whidi, If they could be revealed would re- 
move every Objection that could be made againft it. 

< The Treaty of Hanover, and fuppofed Comphufance 
for France, feem, my Lords, to be laid down as ths 
Foundation of all that Weaknefs, which feme People 
pretend to have fince appeared in our Condud, which 
IS an Argument that has been often made ufe of bodi 
within Doors and without, and, i think, as often an- 
fwercd as it has been darted. As for the Treaty of 
fJanover, it k pow pubHcIy known, that the HonoorsUe 
Gentleman againft whom this Motion is levelled, what* 
ever Share he may have in our other Councils, had not 
the leaft Share in the Council which advifed that Treaty. 
The Ne^tiation was begun and ended whilft his bite 
Majeily was at Hanover, and was directed and iulviicd 
by the Efighjh Miniflers, who had the Honour to at- 
tend his Majefty in that Journey, of which, it is well 
known, the Honourable Gentleman was not one. Both 
the Negotiation and Treaty were owing to the certain 
Information his late Majefty had of the private Articles 
that had been agreed on at Vienna, between the Emperor 
?ind S fain J and to the cruel Md^acreeof the Proteflants at 
Ihorn in Poland. The latter had been rcfented by this 
Court before his Majefty's Departure for Hanover, vA 
defer^'ed to be refented by every Frote(lant Court in 
Eurcfe, And as to the former, no DifcoYery had been 
made of thofe private Articles, till after the Kind's Ar- 
rival in his German Dominions ; and when a. Difcovcry 
was made, it raifed fuch a jufl Indignation in his late 
^Iajcfty'6 Breaft, that he immedijitely, and without con* 
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Mt»g kis Minifters here, ttklvod to take pvopcr Mea- Am. T4tSee. IK 
fares, HOC only for his Defeooe, bat alio lor fhewing liis ^4 o« 
RdcntBieot ; therefore, if there was any Weakneis, or any ^ 
Impnideiioe in concluding that Treaty, it was not owing 
to the lionoui«ble Gentleman whole Condud is now un* 
der our Conideration. 

' Bat luppoitng, my Lords, the Hbsoorable Gentle* 
man to have been the chief or the fole Advifer of that 
Ticaty, no Man that admiCB the Truth of the FsA up* 
on which the Treaty was founded, oould bhune hiB 
Conduft $ and coniidering we have the Troth of that 
Fad atteftad by his late Majefly himfelf m the nooft fo- 
kmn MaoBcr, i think, no Man that has a true Regard 
for the Menoiy of his late Majefiy, can doubt of it. I 
fliall, therefoie, take it for granted, that there was a pri- 
vate Treaty between the &nperor and Sfaitf, by which 
the former engaged to affift the Utter, i^tu viriiMs, in 
endeavouring to ftrip us of our valuable Pofleffions of 
Gihrokar and Ptrt Mahott, and to ]dace the Pretender 
upon the Throne of thefe Kingdoms i and the latter, in 
retam, nromifed to fupport the former in the Eftablifh* 
roent ot the OJitM^ Coiupaaiy, and granted fuch Privi-' 
leges to his trading SubjdEb in the Sfani^ Dominianf, 
as would have entirely ruiaed the Trade of thefe Xins- 
doms in that P^rt of the World. Can any Thmg, py 
Lords, be fuppoied more injurious to this Nation ? Would 
it not have been the Height of Imprudence to delay a 
Moment reiiettting, m the moft proper Manner, fuch a 
dangerous, fuch an infulting I'reaty ? And I do not fe^ 
how we ooidd have relented it in a proper Manner, or 
even guarded again(l fome Parts of it; without an Alliance 
with France. Without fuch an Alliance we couU not 
certahUy have refented it againft the Emperor, and if wo 
bad refented it againft Spain^ or endeavoured to raidi* 
cats our Rights, with lefped to Trade, in the Sfmttfik 
Dominions, the Emperor, if we had not kept hiih in Awe by 
an Alliance with Frana^ woald have immediatelyj attacked 
Httmvtr, 1 (hall grant, that this Nation neither is obliged, 
nor ought to enter into a War on the fole Account of 
the Hanw-vtrittn Dominions ; but when thofe Dominiont 
come to be attsicked by a foreign Power, folely on Account 
of fome Quarrel or Mifundcrilanding .with this Nation, 
furely we are oblige^, both in Hc)tnour an4 Intere^ tQ 
de^nd them. 
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Ala. hGco.iu ' r miCt therefore conclude, my Lor<b» (iuta]i.AlKanai 
'l ^^ , with Fraffcf was abfolatcly necef&iy fox- us at that Con- 
'^^ jun^ure; and as that Alliance \»0)xght Framce into the 

J^anger of being, attacked by the Empeior xai Sfm, 
which would probably have been the Coniequence, if 
Sfain had got home her Treafure then in the fTefi-JgdUs, 
we were, tberefczc* in common Prudence obligea, in or- 
der to prevent a general War in Ewppe, as w^ as ta 
prevent our Ally being attacked, to put a Slop to the com* 
ing home of that Treafure. This, my Lords, juflifies the 
ly&afures that were afterwards taken :. The Squadnm that 
was fent to the Weft-I/ulies^ made it ]iiq)Qffibie for Sfaim 
to g^t her Treafure from thenco, which piemnted her at^ 
tacking France in Conjunction with the Emperor i and the- 
Squadron that was fent to the Coafts of Sfmn^ prevented 
her attacking us, by phiying the Pretender, i^mmi us, as, 
ihe had endeavoured to de, during the veiy laft Ruptore 
we had with that Nation. But as our Bufinefi was to 
prevent ^ War, and not to begin one, therefore it wookl 
have been sidiculous in us to give^ Orders tp out: Squa- 
drons to attack any Part of the Span^fif Dominions, oc 
to begin Hoitiiities againfl them. Nay, even, whga they 
s^tacked us, by laying Siege ta Gihraltar, as wq knew 
the Vanity of their Attempt, and that tbay couU do us 
very little Haim, any other Way than by fending the 
Fretendef with a few Troops in upon us, it would have 
been imprudent in us to attack them in our Turn; be-, 
caufe It is the Intereft of this Nation to avoid, as much 
as poflible, having a War with the Sfaniards, on Ac- 
count of its begetting a Hatred and Animoiity between 
the two Nations, wmch never ends with the War, and 
while it lafls, will always be of g^eat Prejudice to oor 
Trade. For tlie fame Reaibn, a^ well as a g^eat many 
others, it was our Buiineis to reftore a good Harmony 
between this Nation and Spai/t^ and alfo between os and 
the Emperor, as foon as polfible, after we had once con- 
vinced both thefe Powers of the Vanity of thofe Engage- 
ipents they had entered into againU us, by ttfth Treaty 
at Vienna in 172^^ 

^ This, my Lords, wa$ accordingly broiigjht about^ by 
what I mud fliU call a Sort of dextrous Managema^ in 
a very fiiort Time. A good Harmony between the Em- 
peror and the Maritime Powei:$, was reft^^ied by the Pre- 
uminaries concluded at Paris^ in May 17279 by. which hia 
Imperial Majefly put an End to the Ofiend CQmaiiy*s 
T;-ade to the Eafi-lndies, to the great Advantage of the 
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laft-JnSa Tidde of this Nation. Thde Preliminaries were Aia. \\QtoM, 
agreed to bjr 6;^tf/V, by the Convention figned at the ^ '74o«^ 
Pard^^ in Aftfrfifr 17*7-8, whereby his Catholic Majclty ^ "" 
pomifbd the immediate Reftitution of the Ship Prince Frede- 
rick, and fubmitted all the other Difpntes between the twd 
Crowns to be debated and decided at the Congreis, 
which was to be afterwards held at Mx la Chapeile^ 
This, I thinic, mud be allowed to be purfuing the true Inte- 
reft of this Nation, not only with the ntmoft Prudence, but 
with the greateft Difpatch ; and the Condnfion of the 
Treaty 61 Seville was owing to the fame Sdieme of 
Politics ; lor the Congreft at Jix la Cbafelky beuig likely 
to draw oat to a great Length, by Reafon of the many 
Difierenoes that were there to be fettled between the fe- 
vend Powers of Euro^i it would have been very inqon- 
tenient ior this Nation to have its Differences with Spai/i 
fo long left in Sufpence, and therefore a feparate Nego- 
tiation was fet on Foot for adjufling thofe Difierences by 
themfelves, which, in my humble Opinion, was the wifeft 
Thing we could do ; and this Negotiation was, in a very 
ftxnt Time, brought to a Conclufioa by the Treaty of Se* 
ovV/r, which was figned in November 1729, which would 
have pat an End to all our Difputes with Spain, and 
would have procured us Reparation for all pad Damages, 
if the Court of Spain had been as fmcere in the Exe# 
cation, as they feemed fair and candid in the Negotiation. 
But if the Court of Spain afterwards fhulf?ed, and de- 
byed to perform what they had fo folemnly promifed^ 
furely die Iniincerity and Breach of Faith in that Court 
cannot, with the leafl Shew of Juftice, be imputed to 
any of the , Miniflers of ours; and lefs to the Honoura-^ 
ble Gendeman attacked by this Motion, than to any 
other; becaufe in his proper Department he hss nothing 
to do with foreign Affairs, and as a Member of hift 
Majefty's Privy Council, he muft give his Advice ac* 
coiding to the Lights he receives from thofe who have. 

' It the Spaniards, my I^ords^ had pundtoally performed 
and obferved what they promifcd in that Treaty, I believe, 
no Man in the Kingdom would have ever made an Ob^ 
jeftioD to it : On the contrary, I am convinced, it would' 
have been lookM on by the whole Kingdom, as one of the 
wiieft Steps ever made by any Britrjlf Adminiftration ; but 
as thtSpanifi Court neither performed, nor obferved fo much 
as one Tittle of what they had promifed, therefore, fome 
People now find Fault with evefy Article of that Treaty, and 
among therein with that which ftipulates the introducing 
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ilaii.t4Ceo.tI;or Spamjl^, toftead of Neutral TmopSi into the ftroog 
'740' Places of Tu/canj^^ Parma and Placentia. My Lords^ ibc 
Difierence between Spamfif or Neutral Troopi being in thofe 
Places, is fo Y&ry inconiiderable, that I am farprized to hear 
k made ufe of as an Obje6Uon to the Treaty of 5r9i7Zr. It 
was ^^ell known^ that if the Spauiarde (hoald refolve to 
attack the Emperor in Italy, it would be necefiaiy for them 
to fend a much larger Body of Men into Italy than the 6000 
ftipulated by that Article, and this the Maritime Powers 
could prevent whenever they pleafed ; therefore, if the 
Court of Fienna had kept in -good Terms with the Dutch 
jind us, fo as to make it both our Incerefts to proted his 
Pofleifions in Italy, thefe 6000 Spanijb Troops would rather 
have ferved as a Pledge for the Ferformance of Treaties on 
the Pkrt of Spain, than as a Means for attacking the Em- 
peror in that Country : Whereas, if the Court of Fienna 
ihould forfeit the Fi;jend(hip of the Dutch and us, it fig- 
nified nothing whether the Spaniards had 6000 Men m 
Italy or no, becaufe they could fend 2a,ooo of their Troops 
thither whenever they had a Mind, without its being in the 
i^ower of the Emperor to prevent it. For this Reafon, I 
muft be of Opinion, that the Court of Fienua^s Obiiinacy, 
In refuting to admit of the Introduction of Spanijb inftcad 
of Neutral Troops into the ftrong Places of Tu/caty. Parma 
and Placentia, was a mere Pun^ilio of the Court oi Fienna $ 
and were we to facrifice the Intereft and Trade of our Coon- 
try to a mere Punctilio of that Court ? 1/ any Minifter had 
prevailed with our Court to do fo, I am fure the noble 
Lord would have had more Reafon to call our Coodud 
wicked, than he has now to call it weak. 

' By that Treaty my Lords^ we did not engage to enter 
into a War, in Conjudtion with France and Spain, againft 
the Emperor, nor againft any other Power in Europe, Even- 
with regard to the Dukes of Tu/cany and Parwea, who 
were the only Powers that had any real Intereil in oppofing 
the Entry of thefe Troops, we engaged only to ufe fach 
Applications as ihould be confiftent with cheir Dignity and 
Quiet. Thefe two Dukes, I fay, my Lords were the only 
two Powers that had any real Intereft.to oppofe the Intro- 
' dudion of Spanifif Troops into their Dominions : The 
Emperor could have no real Intereft to do fo, becaoie by 
another Article in the fame Treaty, thofe Troops were to 
be withdrawn, as foon as Sncceiiion ftipulated by the Qua- 
druple Alliance ihould take Place ; and really^ if the Dukes 
of ^ufcany and Parma had^greed to receive fuch droops 
into their ftrofig Places^ I do not ice what Title the Ebh 
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pcfor hzA to oppofe it; for the Sovereign Princes ofthe Afiti.i4Geo. If; 

empire may bring what Troops they pleale into their Do- "749» 

minions, provided they do not thereby difturb the Tran- ' 

qaillity of the Empire. But fuppofc the Emperor had op- 

poied the Intrododion of thofe Troop?, and had by fo doing 

come to a Rapture with Spain, it is evident from the very 

Words of the Treaty, that we were not obliged to take any 

Share in that War i and unlefs the Balance of Power in 

Europe had been brought into Danger by the Event of the 

War, I do not think our Interefl could have induced us to 

engage upon either Side of the Qaellion. 

* But, my Lord?, whatever bad Policy there might have 
been in this Engagement f )r the Introduction of the Spanljb 
inftead of Neutral Troops, which we eiitered into by 
the Treaty of Seville, it cannot be juftly faid that it pro- 
duced any bad Confequence. By our Treaty with the Em- 
peror in Y731, we got him to confent to the Introdudlioa 
of Spanljh Troops into the ftrong Places of 7ufcany, Parma 
and Piacentia, without any Op>»oiition ; and 1 am ^lad to 
hear the noble Lord approve of that Treaty : I am glad to 
hear, that any one good Treaty has been made, or anyone 
wife Meafure concertetl, fince he has had no Share in the 
Adminiftration » tho* even that Treaty was not, it feems, 
in his Opinion, fo good as it ihould have been. But if we 
did net by chat Treaty get all we wanted, if we did noC 
get proper Regulations fettled fi>r our Trade in the 
Avftrian Dominions, it mull be allowed; we got two vtxy 
good Things, which was, the abfo^ute demolifhing of the 
Oftend Eaft' India Trade, and the eftabliftiing of the Tran- 

[uillity ot Europe, by the peaceable Introduftion of the 

)panijb Troops into Tu/cany^ Parma and Placertia ; both 
which we obtained, without entering into any Engagement 
for doing any Thing, but what our own Interell would 
have led us to, if no fuch Engagement had ever been made. 
This Article therefore, with refpeft to us, produced no ill 
EfF<?6l ; and with refpcdl to the Emperor, can Jt be fup- 
pofed, that if there had been no Spanijh Troops in Italy m 
Ch^ Year 1733, the Fteneh would nor have dared to ai tack 

or declare War againft the Emperor ? Can it be foppofed, 
that the Spaniards having fuch an inconfidcrablc Body as 

6000 Men in Italy, was of any Weight in prevailing with 
thetn, or the King d Sardinia, to join t\\t French m that 
War ? Or can it be fuppofed, that the Succefs of the French 
and their Allies againll the Emperor, \^ould not have been 
as great as it was, tho* the Spaniards had not had a Mslq 
in Italy at (he Beginning of the War I 
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. t4Ces.X}. ' That War^ my Lords, did not proceed from tie 
*74«» Spaniards having a few Troops in Italy^ nor from any Error 
'^" '"• ' or Mifcondu^l in us. It proceeded entirely from the Mif- 
condud of the Court of Vienna : That Court had inter- 
meddled in the Ele^on of a King of Poland, perhm 
more than they had Occafion to do; and they had for 
many Years behaved in fuch a Manner towards the Dutchf 
as made that Republic very cool in every Thing that related 
to the Houfe of Auftria, The Fftencb knew that the Dntcb 
would no Way intermeddle in the Quarrel between them 
and the Emperor : They had a£laally brought the Ihuch 
Jnto a Treaty of Neutrality before they attacked the Em^ 
feror ; and they fuppofed^ as they very well might, that 
rhis Nation would not, without the Dutcb^ take any Share 
in the War, unlefs they and their Allies fhould pufli their 
Succefs againft the Emperor fo far, as to endanm the 
Balance of Power in Europe, Wkh refped to our Tiade^ 
it would have been one of the mod unwife Things we 
could have done, to have engaged ourfelves in a War againft 
France 9 Stain and Sardinia^ whild the Dutch remained 
neutral ; tor it would of courfe have transferred, daring tbe 
Continuance of the War, a great Pai-t of our Trade, and 
our whole Navigation, to the Dutch i fo that if the War 
had lafted long, as it probably might, this Nation would 
liave been undone,, even tho' we had met with the greateft 
$uccefs in the Profecution of the War ; for whatever the 
Emperor might eXpeA, this Nation could expeft no Ad- 
vantage from that Succefs, and the chief Burden of the 
War^ with regard to the Expenee, muH neceffiuily have 
fidlen upon us. 

* This, my Lords, the Frendf were very fenfible of: 
They had experienced the Wifdom of iome of thoie 
who had the Direction of our Affairs, from whence 
they forefaw, that we would not meddle in the War, 
when it was fo contrary to our Intereft to do (b; and 
therefore, after having prevailed with the Dutch to agrte 
to a Treaty of Neutrality, they thoueht they had a feir 
Opportunity for (hewing their Reicntmcnt asdnft the 
the Court of Viennay on Account cf the Gondu& of that 
Cpurt, with relation to the Eledion of a King of F^ 
land, Thefe Confiderations, I fay, encouraged the French 
to attack the Emperor at that Time, and theie Conil- 
derations, joined with the Hopes of getting fomething by 
the Event of the« War, encouraged Spain and Sar£nia t9 
join with them. The Imperial Court therefore owed that 
']i6'fortane to theijr own Conduft tpwards the Av/ti^ ; for 
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bwever macli we ftood engag^ to gnanntee tlie E11l-A1111.14Qe0.IIL 

peror^s PolTciiions in Italy^ by Virtue of the Treaties fob* 1740* 
Miog between him and us, we were not obliged to ^ 
expofe oiir Trade, and confeqoentlf oarfelves, to certain 
Ruin on that iingle Account, erpecialiy as the Imperial 
Court had brought that War upon tbemfelves, by endea* 
▼ourittg to prevent a free £ledioB in the Kingdom of 

* 1£ the Fnnch^ my Lords, had been aduated by fnch 
ambitions Motives of Conqueil, as they were in Irwu the 
XlVth^s Time, I (hall grant, that we ought for our own 
Safety, as wdl as for the Safety of Europe^ to have joined 
with the Emperor in that War j but we ver^ well kncw« 
and the Event (hewed, they were not. They even bridled 
their Ambition, and put a Scop to their Conquefts in the 
midH of Victory. They left the Houfe of Auftria very. 
near as powerful as it was before, and they added but 
very little to their own Power ; for if the Houfe of Auflria 
lod Naphs and SicHy by that War, it got Tufcany^ Parma 
and Placentia | and confidering that thefe Duchies lie ad« 
jaccnt to the other Auftriau Dominions in Itahf^ it cannot 
be juilly iaid, that the Power of the Houfe of Auftria 
was much diminiihed by the Event of that War ; nor 
was the Power of Trance^ as I have (aid, much enlarged i 
for tho' by that Event the Frwcb got the abfolute Pro- 
perty of the Duchy of Lorain ^ their Power was not 
thereby much enlarged ; becaufe they had before a Sort 
of arfautrary Power over that Duchy, and did adually 
take Poilefiion of it, and put Garifons into all its for- 
tified Towns, whenever they had the leaft Occafion for 
fo doing. 

' I cannot therefore fee, my Lords, how the Affiun of 
Europe were brought into any unhappy Situation, or how 
the Balance of Power was endangered, by the Event of 
that War. I (hall grant, that both thefe Misfortunes 
might have been the Coniequences of the Profecution of 
that War, if the French and their Allies had pufhed their 
Conqucfts too far, or endeavoured to profecute it in ajdi^ 
fcrent Manner ; and, in order to prevent this, his Majefly 
took the beft Method that could be taken in that Con- 
jundure : He encreafed his Forces both by Sea and Land* 
and thereby put himfelf in Readinels to give a Check to 
any Views of Ambition, upon which ever Side they might 
appear. Thif, perhaps, was one of the Reafons, why the 
French were lo moderate in thdr Demands, when they 
began to n^odate a Peace with the Emperor; and that' 
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jLfm. 14 Gee. n. Peace I think, notwithibuiding all that has been fdd t6 
»74g' , the contrary, left the Situation of AflEairs in Eteropr m aa 
happy a Situation for this Kingdom, as could well be 
defired. The Power of the Houfe of Auftria was moch 
greater than it was in the Beginning of the late Queen Anni% 
Keign t The Power of Trance was not near fo great, nor 
was the Union between the Crowns of France and Sfaim io 
firm, as at that Time ; and if France had fince (hewed 
any fuch ambitious Views as ihe did at that Time, ic 
would have been eafy for this Nation to have formed 
a more po^verful Confederacy againil her. I ftiall indeed, 
admit, my Lords, that the prefent Situation of the i\ffurs 
of Europe is a little unfortunate for this Nation ; but it 
is entireiy owing to the unlucky Accident of the late 
£mperor*s happening to die, b^ore a King of the Rw- 
mans was chofen. This Accident might, 'tis true, have 
been, and was, I believe, forefeen by our Minifiers ; but it 
was impoffiUe for them to provide againft ir, without the 
Concurrence of the Comt of Vienna, and a Maforicy of 
the Eledors of the Empire ; which was a Concurrence they 
could not abfolutely command, had every one of them 
liad as great Wifdom and Capacity as ever any Mortal 
Man was indued with. 

' Having now, I hope my Lords, lemoved all the 
Objedions that have been made to our Condu^, fo far 
as it relates to the Balance of Power, and the prefent 
Situation of Affairs in Europe^ I fhail take up but very litde 
of your Lordfhips Time, in anfwering the Obje&iona that 
have been made to that Part of our Condufl, which relates 
to our Affaire with Spain, or to our own domeftic Affiurs. 
Our Negotiations with Spain^ my Lords, were all along 
founded upon this Principle, That as long as there was 
any Hopes of obtaining Redrefs by peaceable Means, we 
ought not to have Recourie to Arms. This Principle will, 
I hope, be allowed to be right nfelf» and it has been aU 
along approved of by Parliament. Therefore, in thofe 
Negotiations his Majeily has a£ted rather by the Advice 
of his Parliament, than by the Advice of his Miniften ; at 
leaft, if it was the Advice of his Miniden, it was fuch as 
bas been approved of and recommended by his Pkriia- 
snent, which I muft look on as a very ftrcme Argument in 
its favour ; for I (hall always have a mudi greater Re- 
gard for the Voice of Parliament within Doors^ than for 
tflc Clamours of the People without; and, for this 
Reafon, 1 muil be of Opinion, that a Miniifter's Wifdoa 
4ad StAadioeis may fomctimeg be the Canfe of his becoming 
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confident with the public Good, fometimes prevail axnong ^J¥ >' 
the Gcneiality of tnc People, efpecially when thofe No ^-^ "i 
taoos are inculcated and propagsited by a Party who oppofe 
the public MeaTureSj^ not becaufe they are wrong, but be- JC 
GBule they do not Uke the Men, or perhaps, b^^uTe they 
axe not the Men that advife and carry them on. This, £ 
iay, often hapj)ens in evesy Country, and in no Cafe fo 
commonly as in that whith relates to Peace or War. In 
inch a Cafe, a Miniller who looks into Futurity, and flea- 
dily parfues the Good of his Country, in Opposition to a 
prevailing Clamour, may become very unpopular, and may 
CDRtiiuie fo for feme Time ; but, when the People become 
cool and have Leifure to coaiider Things ieriouuy and ma- 
turely, that Unpopularity will be converted inta a general 
Efteem, and he will be admired for his Steadinels as well as 
for his Wiidom ; therefore it will be a veiy imprudent 
Maxim for the Sovereign, even of thb free Country, to dif- 
mifji a Minifler on account of any popular Ckmonr that 
may ari(c, or be fpirited up againft him. 

' We are not therefore, my Losds, to imi^c, that our 
MiniAers are guilty, either of Weaknefs or Wicktdncfi, be* 
cailfe they did not declare War aff^infl Spain^ as foon as it 
was thought neceilary by the Mob without Doors, fpirited 
up by thofe who had fuffered fay the Spanifi? Depredations,, 
and who of courfe were more fwayed by Motives of Re- 
venge, than by any Motives founded on the public Good 
of the Nation in g^end, which did not permit that we 
fhould enter into a War whilft there were any Hopes of 
obtaining Redre& by Negotiation. This was our Oife in 
the Year 1733, when the War happened between FrAnee 
and the Emperor. We had then ve^ good Reafon to hope» 
that Spain might be brought to reasonable Terms by nir 
Means; thereibre we had no Occafion, on our own Ac- 
count, to attack Stain at that Time ; and I have fhewn^ 
that we had no otner Call to take any Share in that War« 
From that Time, the Court of Spain ilill gave us Hopes 
of obtaining Redrefs by Negotiation, and, at lall, went 
fo hx as to jpromife it by a folemn Treaty. I mean, my 
Lords, the Convention, I (hall not trouble your Lord- 
fhips with anfwering the Objedions that have now been 
m^e to it, becaufe they were all fully anfwered when it 
was under our Confideration *. I ihall only (ay, that if the 
Court of Spain had performed what they promifed by that 
Treaty, and had afterwards a£Ud as candidly as they 
tsoUBd, we ihoukl have had no Oocifion to declare War 

agfuaft 



(^4) 

i4Gte.It againfr them. Bat they did neidier; and tlen^ s&d not 

^^' till then, a Rupture became neceflaiy. 

* As for our Conduct fmce that Time, mv Loids, I did 
not expe£iy that, upon a Motion of this Kind, it ihouU es- 
cape Cenfure ; becaufe, in Time of War, it is fo eafy to 
Cod Fault, let the War be never fo well conduced. As our 
Complaints againft Spain were founded upon their having 
feszed fome of our Merchant Ships upon unjoft Pretences, 
Che moft proper Method of ieeking Redrefs, after the Court 
of Spain has denied it by fair Means, was by Repriials. 
Wc had no pretence for declaring War till the Stamardt 
feized our Ships in their Ports, and, without the Icaft Pre- 
tence, publiihed Reprifals againft us. Upon this we declared 
War, and as foon as we had declared War, we began to 
prepare for attacking them in the proper Place ; but we 
were feil» in common prudence, obliged to prepare for 
our own Defence, not fo much on Account of any Attack 
we had to fear from the Spaniards, as on Account of a 
neighbouring Power that might, perhaps, refolve to join 
with Spain againft us. That Power has not, ^tis troe^ 
yet done fo ; but this may be owing to the Pieparations 
we have made for our Defence at home $ for nothing can 
be more efle^ual for preventing any other Nation's joining 
with Spain againft us, than their teeing, that it is oat of 
their Power to hurt us. At the fame Time that we pro- 
vided for our Defence, we were likewife providing a Fleet, 
and a proper Number of Land-Forces, for attacking the 
Enemy ; and if that Fleet did not fail {o foon as it ought 
to have done, and was expefted, it was owing entirely to 
contrary Winds, which, I hope, will not be looked on, 
as proceeding from the Weaknefs or Mifcondud of oor 
MiniHers. 

* Now, my Lords, with refpeft to our domeflic Affiurs^ 
•s I have fhewn, that no ObjeAion can be jufUy made to 
any Part of our Conduft relating to foreign Afiaiis, and 
as a great Part of the Expence we have been at, has been 
owing to the feverd Broils we have been involved in with 
the other Powers of Europe, if our Debts arc not gready 
diminifhed, nor our Taxes abolifhed, it is not owing to 
the Weaknefs of our Mmiflers, but to the extraordinary 
Expence we have been from Time to Time pat to ; and 
to a refUefs, difafFe6led Pkrty at home, which has alt along 
obliged us to keep in Pay a more numerous (bmding Axtoj 
than we fhould otherwife have had Occafion for. And as 
to the fevere penal Laws that have been enabled, and the 
dangerous Schemes that have been attempted, they rehoft 
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Only to Ac CollcAion of the public Revenue; tKerefore, Ann. 14090.1?. 
it theie be any Seventy in the Laws, or if there was any «74o» 
Dancer in the Schemes, both ought to be imputed to the '•■" i/'^" ^ 
Wickednefi of our Smugglers and clandefline Traders, and 
not to the Weakneis or Wickedneis of our Minifters. This 
was the Caic of the late Exdfe-Scheme, which, I dill think, 
could not in the kaft have zSx&ed our Liberties, had it 
pafled into a Law ; and am of Opinion, that the Clamours 
railed againft it were chiefly owing to our Smugglers being 
conicioiis, that it would have been efle6lual for the End in- 
tended. It was this that made them fo active in raifmg a 
nopular Clamour againfl that Scheme, and confidering their 
Numben, and the Intereft the People have in being able 
to parchaife at a cheap Rate, I do not at all wonder at their 
Sucoe(s« 

* I hope, my I^ords, I have now (hewn, that we hare 
not the Icaft Occafion to addrefs his Majefly to remove any 
one of hb Minifbrs from his Councils ; and therefore, I 
hope the Motion will meet with the Fate it deferves : I 
am fare, I fioli mod heartily give it my Negative.* 

The Duke of Jrgyle. 

* My Lords, I fhall join in this Obfervatlon made by lUe f^Ajjk, 
tiie noble Duke, That fuch an Addrefs as is now propofed 

to your Lordfhips, was never agreed to, but in troubleibme 
and hQioas Times ; but he and I may, perhaps, differ in 
the A{^lication of thefe Terms. The Nation muft al- 
ways be in Trouble, when it has the Misfortune to be 
onder the Government of a weak or wicked Minifter ; 
and when fuch a one cngrofTes the Ear of bis Sovereign, 
and thereby prevents all good Advice from approaching uie 
Throne, there is certainly a moft wicked and dangerous 
Faction in the Kingdom. But who, my Lords^ are the Au- 
thors of that Trouble? Who are they that are the Fo- 
inenters and Supporters of that Fadlion ? Not thofe tliat * 
arc endeavouring, by the legal Methods prcfcribed by our 
Conilitution, to remove that Minifter, but they that are 
for obftrui^ing all fuch Methods, and for fapporting him 
in that Power, which he has by his Cur.ning and Syco- 
phancy nfurped. The Minillcr, and his Creatures and 
Tools, are the Faftion, and the fole Caufe of the Nation's 
Trouble ; and when they, by obftrufting all legal Methods 
of Redrefs, drive the People to the Extremity of being ob- 
liged to make ofe of violent Means, it is they, and they 
only, that are to be deemed tlic Authon of all the Mis!or- 
pm$s that enfoe, 
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Asa. 14 Geo. n. * In tiik Ligfit, my Lords, w ought to vic«r all tha 
1740. Conteib between Parliaments and Minilters, chat are men- 
tioned in our Hiftory ; for 1 defy the World to fhcw, that 
ever a Favourite of the Crown was attacked by Parliament^ 
cither by Addrefs, Impeachment, or ocherwife, but foch 
as highly deferved it. Will any one iay, that the £ari of 
Straf0rJ, in King Charles the Firft*8 Reign, did not de- 
ferve to be attacked by Parliament f I am convinced the 
noble Duke will be as far from jollifying all the ]»ecediDg 
Meafures of that Reign, as I ihall be from juflifying aU 
the future Meafures that were taken againll chat unfortunate 
and deluded Prince. But it was the vioient Methods fiill 
made ufe of by the Court, that gave Rife to the vioknc 
Methods afterwards taken by the Parliament; and there- 
fore, it was not the Profecutors of that King's Minilkn 
and Favourites, but the Minifters and Favourites them- 
felves, that were the original Authors of all the Mi^fbr- 
tunesy and of the fatal Catalbx>phe, that happened to hini« 
In order to fcreen his Miniilers from a Parliamentary Pro- 
fecution, be had abruptly difToived feveral Parliaments, 
and had fufpended the holding of any for a great Num- 
ber of Years ; dur.ng which Time a Multitude of illegal 
and violent Means were pradifed by the Court, for railing 
much lefs Money than the Parliament wouid have willingly 
granted him, ii he had given up fome of his guilcy Fa* 
vourites to Juftice. This inflamed the Spirics of the People 
to fuch a Degree, that it afterwards became eafy for wick- 
^ and deceitful Men to diredl that national Refentmenc a- 
gainfl the Crown, which ought to have been direded onljr 
a^dnft the Miniflers of the Crown ; and therefore, the Caie 
of my Lord Strafford, inftead of being a Warning to fu- 
ture Kings, not to allow their Minifl-rs to be attacked by 
Parliament upon general Rumours, ought to be a Warning 
to all future Kings, not to fet themfelves up as a Screen for 
their MiniAers ; and, I hope, it will be a Warning to all 
future Parliaments, not to allow their Refentment to carry 
them beyond the Bounds prefcribed by our Conllitatioa. 

* The Error committed by the Parliament, in the Qs![t of 
the Earl of Strafford^ was not in their having attacked him 
as a weak or wicked Minifler, but in the Method by which 
they carried on that Attack. Upon general Rumoun and 
Accufations they found him guilty of High-Ti^eafon, and 
condemned him to die, by A6t of Parliament, which was a 
Method of Proceeding that could not be warranted by oor 
ConiHtution ; but will any one fay, that it would have beea 
wxong in the Parliament to have addrelTed (he King to rc« 
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hiove hxm from his Coancils and Prefence? Will any one fay, Aiin. T46eo.lt. 
that the Accufations brought againfl him, or the general Ha- ^ ^ 74o* 
tred he had drawn upon nimfclf^ were not fuificicnt for this ' 
Purpofe? My Lords,* the very Nature of our Copftitutioa 
miilt convince us, that the public Odium alone is fufiicienc 
CsHife for the King to difmifs any Miniiler that has drawn it 
iipon himfelf, becaufe^ in a free Country, the King is to go- 
vern by the AfPeftions of the People, and not^ Tike arbi- 
trary Princes, ty the Terrors of his Reigti. \But as th6 
King has no Way fo proper for knowing the Sentiments 
of his People, either about the Meafures he is advifed to 
purfue, or the MiniRers he is pleafed to employ, as by 
the AddrefTes or Remonftrances of his Parliament] as the 
Sentiments of the People may be, and generally are, vtry 
much reprefented^to him by his MlniHers and Favourites^ 
therefore it is oar Duty to give him a true Information i 
and when we perceive that any one of the King's Mini- 
fters has incurred the general Hatred of the People, we be- 
tray our Sovereign, at leafl, we are guilty of a Failure in 
our Duty towards him, if we do not aadreis him to re- 
move fuch a Miniiler ; for no King can expedi to preferve 
the Affeflions and Edeem of the People, if he employs fuch 
as are hated and defpifed by them. 

* An Addrefs therefore, my Lords, to remove a Mini* 
Ikr from the King*s Councils and Prefence, may be iuffi«» 
ciently founded upon general Rumours^ or general Dif* 
gufb, and may be agreed to, nay, in many Cafes> ought 
to be agreed to, without any particular Accufation^ and» 
confcquently, without any Proof. A Minifler's Charaflei* 
neither is, nor can be*afFe£led by fuch an Addrefs ; foi 
a Mao^s Charader depends entirety upon his own Con* 
daft, and can never be lofl by any fort of judicial Pro* 
cceding. On the contrary, if a Man be really innocent^ 
and by fome Error in his ConduA, or fome extraordi- 
nary Misfortune, has had his Character expofed, or brought 
under Sufpicion, by a full and fair Trial the Sufpicion u ill 
be removed, and his Charafter reftored i fo that if a Mi- 
niiler has loil his Character, and has fallen into a general 
Hatred among the People, an Addrefs for removing himi. 
may be a Means for reiloring his Charadler $ bccaufe, aftcl 
he is, in purfuar.ce of that Addrefs, removed, he may then 
be brought to full and open Parliamentary Trial, and 
fairly acquitted of all thofe Crimes, or Failings, he wai 
before fuppofed t6 be guilty ofi which never can be the 
Cafe, as long as he continues in Power i for, during the 
Continuance of hii Power, every Enquiry into his Conduft 
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»ABi«f4C'^-II*will be fome Way' influenced by the Favoun he has to 
'74^* beftow ; and even, fuppofc he fliould be fairly acquitted, 
it will not reftore his Charafler, becaufe the World will be- 
lieve his Acquittal was not owing to his Innocence, boc to 
his Inflence. 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, I hope we (hall have, in 
this Motion, the Concurrence of all thofe who J^ve a 
true Regard for the Charader of the Minifier, and, at 
the fame time, a thorough Convidion of his Innocence. I 
believe evenr Lord in this Hoiife is feniible, that he has 
already loft his Character with a great Majority of the People 
of this Nation ; and that he is generally, and violently fuf- 
pedied, not only of great Failings, but of heinous Crimes. 
L not he fufpefted of having blcly engrofled the Ear of 
his Sovereign, and excluded from his IV^ifler^s Prefcnce, as 
well as Confidence, every Man that difdains being a Slave 
' to him ? Is he not fufjpedled of having engroiTed the fole 
Difpofal of all the Favours of the Crown, and the ibJe 
Dire^ion of all the Officers of the Kingdom ? Is he not 
fufpe^ed of having endeavoured to deflroy the Indepen- 
dency of Parliament, and the Freedom of EhedioDs, bf 
makine an abjed Submiifion to his Will and Dlxedioa 
the fole Tide to the obtaining of any Favour from the 
Crown, or the holding of any Poll which the Crown can 
take away ? Is he not fufpedied of having applied the pub- 
lic Money towards gaining an undue and corrupt Influence, 
both in Parliament and at £Ie£Uons ? Is he not, in general, 
fofpedled of having a Deiign, by the Continuance and In- 
Creafe of ufelefs Offices, and the Multiplicity of Penal Laws, 
to eftablifh in the Crown an abfqlute and oncontroolable 
Power ? And, with regard to Foreign Affairs, is he not fiif- 
pe6led of bavins, by his Weakneh or Wid^edne(s, iaoi* 
liced the Intereits of his Counti^', and the Intereib of Ea- 
rope, to the cultivating of a dangerous Frlendfliip and Cor- 
rdfpondence with France f Is he not fuTpeded ;of having ex* 
poled both the Honour and the Trade of his Country 
to the Infalts of Spain^ for no other Reafon, but lor 
the lake of preferving that Frleddihip and CorxeJpOQ* 
dence ? • 

• ' Thefe, my Lords, and a great many more I could men- 
tion, are Sulpcions his Char^£ter now lies expofod to. 
That thefe Sufpicions aie generally entertained, no Man 
can be ignorant, that ever makes an Excuriion beyond the 
Purlieus of the Court, or ccnverfes with any inaependent 
Man in the Kingdom. That the People are generally dtf- 
latkfied with our public Meafures, and; confequently, widi 
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ehofe liiat advife them» is evident frcmi the great Sale of Aao. T4Ce«.]r. 

jJl Pamphlets and Papers on one Side, and the bad Re- ^ ^4o^ 

ception given to the gratuitous Pamphlets and Papers on 

the other ; for this cannot be owing to any Superiority 

of Genios in the Authors, becaufe, when the Meafures of a 

Government are ri^t, thofe of the brightefl Parts will 

certainly engage in their Defences and yet we have feen 

in our Days,. what Poilerity will fcarce believer We have 

feen PkrEsonents approving what no Man of Genius would 

deign to defend. Thus, my Lords, I have laid before you 

a true State of the Cafe, with re^d to the Charadler of 

the Honourable Gentleman whofe Conduct is now under 

our Confideration ; and as this Is really the Cafe, if I 

were convinced of his Innocence, as a Friend to him, I 

fhottid advife him to rrfign, in order that he might have his 

CharaAer vindicated by an impartial, a fbid, and a fair En-^ 

quiry ; and, if he refufed my Advice^ I fhould, from that 

very Refiifal, begin to fofpefl his Innocence, and^ confe^- 

qnendy,, fhould agree to the Addrefs now propofed. 

' This, I iay, my Lords, ihould be my Behaviour as a 
Friend to him, if I were convinced of his Innocence ; but 
as I hare my own Sufpidons, as well as other People, and 
have, perhaps, more Reafon than moft other People, there- 
fore, as a faitlrful Coonfellor to my Sovereign, which I have 
the Honour to be, by my having a Seat in this Houfe, and 
as a fincere Friend to my Country, I muft be for agreeing 
to the Addrefs propofed i and that my Sufpicions may ap* 
pear not to be gronndle(s, I fhall take the Liberty to exa- 
mine (bme of our late public Meafures, and endeavour to 
fhew the Weaknefs of thofe Arguments that have been made 
nie of for their j unification. In the doing of which, I (hall 
take the noble Duke*s Advice, and confider the CirCum-^ 
fhnces of Affairs, and the Appearance of Thincs, as they 
flood at the Time thofe Meafures were concerted j which I 
may with the greater Freedom do, becaufe I had no Share 
in advifing them i for though I was one of hb Majcfty's 
moft Honourable Privy-Council, it is well known, I feldoni 
attcndftl, thinking my Attendance both unncceflTary and im- 
proper, when I found my Advice was of no Weight, nor 
the leail Re^rd had to what ( faid in Support of it ; from 
whence I had great Reafon to fufpeft, that the Rciblutions 
ef that Board were foreftalled, and that we came there only 
to give an Authority to, and, perhaps, an Excufe for, what 
had fomewhere elfe been rtfolved on. 

• This, my Lords, has been long one of my Sufpicions 

tod fiom lience I cannot but with the reft of the Nation 
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IUn.uGeo. n,(urpea» that the Miiftficr^ whofe Condua is dieSobjea of 
^J^ J ^^ prcfcnt Debate, has Iblely engrofled the Ear of his So- 
vereign ; and that a cold Reception at Court is ^erally 
fhe Confequence of differing in any material Point from 
this Miniller, I believe, feveral of yoa; Lordlhips as vveil as 
inyfelf are Examples Thefe Examples, my Lords, if diey 
are not Proofs, they afford at leafl flron^ PrefumptioDS, and 
are one of the Caufes of the Nation^s oelieving^ that this 
I^iniller has folely engroffed the Ear of his S6vereigD, and 
thereby ufurDed the fde Difpofal of all the Favoun of the 
Crown, and the fole Dire^ion of all the Royal Offices 
in the Kingdom j and this Sufpicion is confirmed by what 
evety Man mufl obfervei that ever heard of the Crowds 
at his Levee. By that Department which properly bdoDgs 
to him, he has to do with nothing but what belongs to 
the Management of the public Revenue ; and therefore, if 
lie confined himfclf to his own Department, he oould have 
his Levee frequented by none but fuch as are foDicitiDg 
Warrants from the Treafury, or Polls in the Collodion and 
Management of the public Revenue ; and confideting the 
Amount of the prefent Revenue, and the Number of 
OfHcers emplqved, I (hould think tliat this alone would af- 
ford a Crowd fufficient for fatisfying the Vam'ty of aoy 
Minider in the Kingdom. 

^ But inflead of this, my Lords, does not every one 
know, that the Levee of this Minider is haunted by Lords 
who, I hope, neither have nor exped any Peniions? By 
Land and Sea Officers, who ought not to be aRowed to 
expert any Preferment by his Favour or Recommendation ? 
By Lawyers, who ought not to be allowed to expcd be- 
ing appointed Judges by his Means ; ^d by many of the 
Feverend Bench, and Multitudes of other Clergymen who, 
I hope, cxpcdl Tranflations or Preferments from their Piety 
^nd Learning, and not by negleding their Devotion, and 
trifling away their precious Time in attending his Levees } 
My Lords, it is needlefs to deny or difguife this Charge : 
7'he Candidates for Preferment have in all Countries moil 
excellent Nofes : They will fmell out the proper Road to 
Preferment ; and when the World Cecs Candidates of all 
Sorts in one Road, the World will judge, and mofl rea- 
fonably judge, that to be the fole Road to Preferment, 
from hence tlie general Sufpicion ^gaind this Miniilcr h^ 
^ifen. If the Sufpicion be well erounded, he is in fome 
Degree ^ilty of High Treafon, oy the known Laws and 
Cpnftituaon of this Kingdom, and ought to be impeached 
g$ well as removed ; but the very Sufpicion is a fufficient 
C>ufc for addrefling the King to remove him, becaufc the 
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Eecjple can never be tafy whilft a Man is in Power who, in Amu i40Mblll 
iheir Opinion^ is a Timitor againft the Lawl and Conftitn- i74<)« 
tion of his Countiy ; for a Man who is in Danger of fofier- ^ ^ 

ing by the Law, will qertainly endeavour to overturn the 
haw. Therefore, to diflipate the Fears and Jealoufies of 
the People^ and to make th^m eafy under the GovemmenI 
of their Sovereign, dich a Nfinifter ought to be removed ^ 
and after he is removed, the Parliament may, without run- 
ning the Rilk of bemg thought cofiupted, acquit him, if 
upon a £ur Trial he appe^ur to be innoG^t s and eveiy Mem^ 
ber may then, without Fear, give his Vote again|l iiim, if 
he ifaould appear to he guilty. 

* The next general Sufpidon I took Notice of is, his ' 
havii^ endeavoured to deftroy the lodependenQr of Par- 
liameat and freedom of Elections, by difpofing of the 
Favours of the Crown to fuch only as vqte in Pkrliament^ ^ 
or at EiedioBB, according to his Diredlion, and tumine 
tvery Man out of the Employment he holds at the Plea- 
fiire of the Crown, if in either Cafe he difobeys his 0^* 
ders. My Lords^ the Maxim which is the chief Comer 
Stone of our happy ConHitution is, that the King, has no* 
thing' to do with a Man's Behaviour in Parliament or at 
Eledions. King Willimm W9fi (o fenfible of this, that 
when his Miniilers advifed him to difiniis an Officer of the 
Army, for having voted upon fome Occafion againft then^ 
in Parliament, he anfwered as every juft King oueht, and 
as eveiy wiie one will. The Gendeman has alwaysMhaved 
well as an Officer of the Army, and I hav^ uothim; to d(» 
with his Behaviour as a Member of P^liament This, m^ 
Lords, o^ght to be the Ma»m of every King of this 
Country ; for if the contrary M^iapm fliould ever prevail^ 
If the King (hould lay it down as a Maxim, not to beflow 
a Favour upon any one, or continue in Commiffion any 
Officer, but fuch as vote according to the DiredUons of his 
Minifteis, the Difpoial of the Pofts and Offices neceiTary 
for the Support of our Government, muH either be taken 
horn the Crown, or the Crown will take from the Parlia- 
ment iu Indepcadency, and confequently from our Con- 
ftitndon its Haf^inefs and Freedom ; therefore I muft be 
of Opinion, thatt it is a high Degree of Treaibn in any. 
Mini^ to advife the King to lay down fuch a Maxim, or 
to )iave any Regard tx> a Man's voting in Parliament, or at 
EkdioQS, in the Difhibudon of thoie Favours which the 
Crown has to bellow, 

'That the Minifter now propofed to be removed 19 
goilty^ of this Crime, is not only generally fofpeded^ bu^ 
jouft, I tl^y evidently appear to every one who conii- 
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k 14Cko.ll. den either hk TmKct, or his Declarations. Ifi Pn^ce 
^^ . is well known to eveiy Man in the Nation, and Jos been 
confirmed by many fUgrant Inftances m both Hoofes of 
Parliament; and his I^clarations have been fii excnva* 
gandy open, that he feem*d to brave the Conftitntkm, and 
lefy the Laws of his Country. No longer ago thanlaft 
Seffion bat one, he declared openly, m the venr Face of a 
Houfe of Parliament, ' That he ihoold think him n venr 

* pitiful Fellow of a Minifier,. who did not tnm any (x* 

* iker out of the Army, that endeavoured to make hhn M 

* a MiniAer, by oppofing his Meafnres in Puliament^ 
This, my Ix>rds, was fo open i Declaration of his ctinu* 
nal Intentions, fuch an avowed Attack opoir the very Ef« 
fence of our Conftitution, and delivered m fndi a roce,^ 
that I am fuiprized it did not ocodion an immrdTate Im- 

#peachment. From a Man who waa no Minifler, fodt a 
Declaration might be confidered only as a bare Qpinioa t 
but from a Man who was well known toben Mimfter, 
snd generally believed to be the ible MinzAer, it was a 
great deal more than an Opinion, My Lofds^ it was an oa- 
vert Ad, a dired Attack upon our Conftitution, becanfe 
it was openly direding the Offieen of the Army how to 
behave at Eledk>ns, and in Parliament : It was thn»tnmg 
them, that if they did not facrifice their Honour in Parlia- 
ment to his Favour, tliey ibould their Commiffions in 
the Army to his Refentment. 

* Thank God! I was not aMemberof the AffemUy 
where thefe Words were fpoken : I could not ha:ve heard 
them with Patience : I can (carcely repeat them with 
Patience ; but I have, my Lords, I believe every one 
of your Lordfhips has as. good Proof of fuch Words be- 
ing uttered, and of their being uttered by this Minifier 
too, as can be had oC any fu£ Fad whatfoever ; and if 
your Lordfliips believe this Fad, can you hefitate a Mo* 
ment about addreffing his Majefty to remove him from 
his Councils and Frefenoe for ever ? My Lords^ this ve- 
ly Declaration, if there were nothin| elfe, has made it 
aUblutely inconfiilent with our Conftitution for his Ma- 
jefty to keep him any longer in his Service ; for while 
he continues to be a Miniiter, no Man that has, or ez- 
peds any Poft or Office under the Oown, can vote with 
Freedom either at Eledions or in Parliament. A Nbn 
may vote according to his Confcience, let die Oode- 
quence be what it will ; but no Man can be laid to 
vote freely, when he knows that his SubfiAence, or a 
principal Part of his Subfifianoe, depends upon his vot- 
ing againd hi«! Conicience ; therefore it is evident, that 
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ibe ExMencc of 0«r Conftitntion is by this Dedaiioion Asm. i^Om 11. 
xeodered incompatible with the Exigence of this Man*s ^740' 
miniiierial Power, and, I hope, no Lord of this Houfe ^ 
will make the leaft Doubt, which of thefe two Exigences 
ooght lo be pit an End to. 

' Before this Declaration was made, my Lords, I fuf- 
peAed that large Sams of the nublic Monqr had been 
applied, by this Minite; towards gaining an ondue and 
comi^ Inflnence both in Parliament and at Elections s 
and, indeed, eveiy Man moft have tb^ (ame Sofpidon, 
who confiders what large Sums have been granted by 
ntt-Eanoent for Secret-Scrvice-Monev , and yet what a« 
Ibxuflung Ignorance onr Miniflers have npon feveral Oc* 
cafioDS app^red to be in, with regard to the Dcfinis 
of foreign States. The (ame Suipicion muft likewife be 
entertained hy every Man who confiders what a vaft Cl< 
vil Lift Revenoe his prefent Majefty enjoys, and yet with 
what Parfimony it is applied to every known and every 
laudable Porpoie. Bnt the Minifler's making this De- 
claration fa openly, and in fuch an Aflembly, has brought 
my Snfpickm m this refpedt almoft to a Certainty. I caa 
mabe no Doobt, that a Miniiler capable of making fiich 
a Dedaradon, is capable of app]3ring the public Money 
to inch fecret and nnlawful Purposes ; and 1 am convinc- 
ed, he would not have ventured to have made fuch a 
Dedaratiott, if he had not been well acquainted with 
the powerful Eie6b of Corruption. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to the Suljpicion of 
Jkis baring a DeBffi, by the Continuance ana Ino^eaie 
of oidefs Offices, and the Multiplicity of Penal Laws, 
to e^lifh in the Crown, or rather the MiniHen of the 
prown, an abfolnte and uncontroulable Power, I think his 
JDefign appears pretty plain from his own Dedaration ; 
Soft a Miniiter that declares, he will turn any Officer oat of 
the Army that (hall dare to vote againll his Meafur.s is 
Farliament, w31 net icruple to turn any Civil Officer out 
of his Employment, or to execute ri^roufly a Penal Law 
againft any Man that (hall vote either in Parliament, 
or at the Eledions, contrary to his Orders ; and whem 
Ibcli a Miniier loaids the Nation with ufelefs Offices, 
or nnneceflary Penal Law«, we may eafily iee, that 
his Deiign is to render his Power uncontroulable, hy ren- 
dexiiM; mm&lf Mafier of a Majority of our Elections » 
for tnou^ no Miniiler can, by any corrupt Means, fe^ 
care a Majority in this Hou(e, while it confiib of fuch 
Jsoneorabte Memben as ic does at prefent, yet if a Mini^ 
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ibm. 14Geo.II.fier flioold once be fecure of having ahvajrs a Mie^Ority m 
174^. the other Houf^, your Lordfhips know, that by an £n- 
' croAchmenty whkh is now become a Part of our Con- 
fiitutiony a Minifler that has cot the fole Gaidance of 
his Sovereign, may fecure to himfclf a Majority in this 
Houfe s ana therefore, for the Sake of preferving tlie£Hg- 
luty and the Independcnty of this Houie, we muft take 
Care to preferve die Dignity and Independenqr of the 
other. 

* As for the Po&s and Offices in the abfbhte Diipoiid of 
the Oown, our prefent Minifler, my Lords, had no great 
Occafion to increafe the Number of them'; for the vd>ts 
tontraded in the two late heavy Wars, and the Taxes im- 
pofed^for the Payment of thofe Debts, with a Httle minifle- 
rial Art, had created fuch a Multitude of new Commit- 
t>neR, Collectors, Si^rvifors, Accountants, Comptxo]Ien, 
Exdfemen, Cnftom-houfe OfScers, and the like, that our 
prefent Minifler had no Occafion to increafe their Num- 
ber. He had nothing to do but to turn them to that 
Ufe which no former Minifler durfl venture to attempt, I 
mean that of influencing EleAions ; and yet a greater 
Number of Clerks, and other inferior OfHcers, have been 
added, during his Adminifbation, to almofl eveiy Board 
in the Kingdom; and during along, peacjeable Admi- 
taifbation, he has taken Care not to reduce or pay off 
any confideraUe Pait of our Debts ; becaufe if that had 
been done^ fome of our heavy Taxes mufl have been abo- 
lifhed^ and this, of courfe, mufl have been attended vnth 
the Difbanding thofe CfHcers that were emplcnred in the 
CoUedion and Management of them. This» I am now 
convinced, has been one of his chief Views through the 
Whole Courfe of his Adminiflration ; and this mt* now 
afford many of your Lordlliips good Reafbn to condemn 
fome of thofe Meafures you were formerly induced to 
spprovt J foil no Man ou^ht to think it beneath his 
Ggnity to change his Opinion^ either about Men or 
Mmiires, when the Confequences of the latter, or the 
foture Behaviour of the former, fumifh him with fub- 
ilantial Reafons for fuch a Change. 

* Then, my Lords, as to the Penal Laws that have been 
ttna£led^ befides thofe that have been unfuccefsfuDy at- 
tempted, I believe no MiniHer^ antient or- modem, can 
lival our prefent Miniftcr in this Particuhr. TTie Ex- 
cife Laws, which are the mofl proper for enhurgmg the 
Fowcr of a Minifler, becaufe the Penalties may b^ ex- 
aded, modified, or forgiven^ according to his Ffeafofe^ 
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have been muldplied and enlarged to a great Degree ;AfiBui4G«.ni 

and if the Excife Scheme had met with 2>ucce{s, 1 will ^ }2^ 
venture to fay, that no Man that dealt in Tobacco, and 
conicquentJy no Shop-keeper in any Country Town or 
Village in the Kingdom, would have dared to give his 
Vote at any Eleven contrary to the Orders of the Mi» 
&ii!er» iignined to the poor Shop keeper by his Excifeman. 
To pretend that the Clamours againft this Scheme were 
laifed by Smugglers and clandefllne Dealers, is fomething 
very cxtraordmaiy. Does not the noble Duke remember, 
that Petitions came up againft it from all the great trading 
Towns in the Kingdom; and that thofe Petitions were 
figned by the moft eminent Merchants in all Sorts of 6u- 
finefs ? Does his Grace think, that there is not a fair Tra^ 
der in the Kingdom, or that it is not the Jntereft of the 
fair Trader to prevent Smuggling ? My Lords, if that 
Scheme had been contrived tor nothing but to prevent 
Smuggling, and had been thought efledlual for that End, 
the YQrv Perfons who petitioned againfl it, would have 
petioned in its Favour : Jnllead of lighting up Bonfires at 
its being reje£led, they would have been lighted up upon 
its being pafled into a Law i and inllead of Minifiers and 
Members of Parliament, wt (hould have had Thieves and 
Smugglers burnt in Effigy in all Parts of the King- 
dom. 

• But, my Lords, the trading Part di the Nation 
were not fo blind, as to allow themfelvcs to be impofed 
on by fiich a thin Cobweb. 1 hey perceived the real 
Defig.! of that Scheme, which was not to prevent Smug- 
gling, but to put it in the Power of the MiniAer to mak« 
a Smuggler o/ die moll innocent Man in the Kingdom, 
lie dared to dlfobey his Orders in Parliament or at Elec 
tions ; and whether this would not have afle<5led our L 
her ties, J iliall leave to your Lordlhips to judge. But 
muft obferve, that one of the Coni'equences of that Scheme 
afforded us a mofl convincing Proof, how ridiculous it 10 
to attack the Conduft of a Miniller, or even the Con- 
dud of his Tools, whilll he himfelf remains in the fuU 
Poffeflion of his Power. The Frequency of Smuggling, 
the fraudulent Practices of Smugglers, and the Defects m 
the Laws againfl Smuggling, was the chief Argument 
made oie of by the Patron of that b'cheme and his I'riends, 
for inducing Gentlemen to agree to it. On the other 
hand, the Merchants and their Friends ailedged, that the 
Frequency of Smuggling was not owing to any Defedt in 
the Laws, or in the prefent Methods of colle^ng the 
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AdH. 14 Ge6.tl. public Revenues, but to the Frauds and Negleds of t& 
'740- , Cutlom-houfc Officers, and the little Care takeh hy thofc 
that had the Appointment and Superintendency oF them. 
This the Merchants infiftcd on, and faid they could prove 
before a hir and impartial Tribunal. This brought on a 
Motion in the other Houfe, for appointing a fccrec and fc 
Ie6l Committee, to be chofen bv Ballot, for enqoinng into 
the Abufes and Frauds of the CuAoms. As our Miniflcr, 
in his proper Department, has the chief Superinteodency 
of the Treafury, and confequently of the Cufbms, he 
could not well oppofe this Motion ; but he had fuch so 
amazing Influence over that Houfe of Commons, that, 
notwithilanding the Balldt, he got them to chufe a Cbm- 
mittee confifting, I (hall not fav of the Minifter's moft 
tjbfequious* Slaves, but I may iay of his fureft Friends : 
Nay, the very Commiffioners of the Treafury themfelrcs, 
all, I believe, but the Miniftcr, were chofen of thatCbm- 
mittee. That is to fay, the Commiffioners of the Trea- 
fuT)', and a few of their moft intimate Friend?, wcie 
chofen by a Houfe of Commons, to enquire into the 
Conduft of the Commiffioners of the Trcafeuy, wth re- 
gard to the Abufes and Frauds of the Culloms. Was not 
this, my Lords, a moll glaring Inftancc of the Dependency 
of a Houfe of Commons upon a Minifter ? Could di 
Merchants expedl an Impartial Hearing from fuch a Com- 
mittee ? They never gave themfelves once the Trou- 
ble of attending ; and according to Expedation, the Eil- 
quiry ended in a Juftification of the Commiffioncis of the 
Treafury, and of their Deputies the Commiffioners of the 
Cufloms ; but to the World could this be a Juibficadon 
or a Vindication of the Charafters either of the Princi- 
pals or Deputies ? On the contrary, it confirmed the Saf- 
picion of the Mihiiler*s having an undue Influence over 
that Houfe of Commons, and with me is a moft on- 
anfwerable Argument for agreeing to this Addrefs. 

* My Lords, if upon fuch a well-founded Sufpicion of 
a Minillcr's having acquired to himfelf an undue Influ- 
ence in Parliament^ and his declaring openly and cxprcfs- 
ly that he would make ufe of fuch an Influence, a Par- 
liament fhould refufe addreifing the King to remove him, 
what would the People fav of fuch a Refiifkl ? What 
could they expedl from fucli a Parliament ? Would anr 
Man be lo mad as to bring a dire6l Accufation againfl 
fuch a Minifter before fuch a Parliament ? Could any Man 
there expeft to convidl fuch a Minifter upon the moft 
particular and the deareft Proofs that were ever laid be- 
fore 
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fore anv Tribunal ? The certain Confequence wonld be, a Ana,i4Qeo. It 

jadicuu and formal Acquittal of the Minifter, let his ^ _^^ 

CHmes be ne\'er fo heinous and manifeft; and a fevere 

Parliamentary Sentence againfl the Accufer, let his Proofs 

be never fo clear and conneded. This will of courfe 

embolden not only our prefent Minifler but all future 

Minifters : The Suspicions of the People will daily in- 

creafe : Their Difcontents niay turn to Difaffbaion ; 

Their Deipair of obtaining Redrcfs majr drive them ' 

to feek for it by violent Means; and the Confequence 

of this <jod alone can tell. Whereas your agreeing 

to this Addreis can be attended with no bad Confer 

quence, either to the Kingdom, or to the Minifter if he 

be innocent; and if he be guilty, furely no one of your 

Lordlhips would defire to have him continued in Power. 

* The Arguments J have hitherto made ufe of, are all 
drawn from the Sufpicions that lie againft our prefent Mi- 
nifler, with regard to domcflic Afeirs ; but, my Lords, 
with regard to foreign Afl^s, the Sufpicions againft him 
are of a more heinous Nature, and, if pofSble, they 
now feem to be better founded than the other. 
Our Minifter by his Conduft in don^eftic Affairs, has 
rendered himfelf fufpe£led, and I tliink I have fhewn 
jufUy fuipe^ted, of facrificing the Liberties and ConlH- 
tution ot his Country to his own Power and Orandeur, 
perhaps to his own Safety ; but by his Conduft in fo- 
reign Affaire, he has rendered himfelf fufpefled of fa- 
crificing the Honour, the Trade, the Navigation, nay, 
the very Being of his native Country, to the Interefts 
and Views oi its moft antient, its moft conftant, its 
moft dangerous Enemy. This, my Lords, was fo fully 
explained by the nobie Lord who introduced this De- 
bate, that I fhall only touch upon feme particular Cir- 
camftances by Way of Anfwcr to what has been faid 
by the noble Duke. It is long, it is many Years fincc 
fome amongft us fufpefled, that our Councils were too 
much under the Influence of France. Thefc Sufpicions 
have every Day gathered Strength and grown more and 
mope general, 'tiH now at laft they are, by the Con- 
fequenccs of our Conduct, I think, abfolutely confirmed. 
Will any one fay, that the Affairs of Europe are now m 
a happy Situation > Will any one fay, that the Balance 
of Power in Europe is at prefent in no Danger ; or that 
the Danger it is in can be eafily removed ? Will any one 
fay, that this Nation is in a happy State, when we are 
in imminent Danger of being obliged to facrificc our 

^;4a, 4 U 2 Jmerica^ 
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Aim. i4Gfio.U. /«^;.iV^;y Trade to the wild Prctenfions of 5^/jr, or, 
| Z^ , f without one Ally, to fopport a War againft tlic united 
'^^ Power of France and ispain ? This is the preient Si- 

tuation of Europe: This is the prefent Situation of this 
Nation ; and the noble Lord has fliewn, that both are 
chieBy owing to our having kept up a Friendfhip and 
Correfpondence with France y at the Expence of our Hoooor, 
at the Expence of our Trade, and at the Expence of 
our moil natural Ally. 

' The noble Duke was pleafed to tell us, the Mi- 
nifter had no Share in the Council that advifed the 
Treaty of Hanover, If this be true, and I am con- 
vinced the noble Duke thinks h^ it is one of the firu^eft 
Arguments for as;reeing to this Motion. That Mimlier 
is now loaded wim the whole Blame of that Treaty, and 
of all the fatal Confequences that enfued : He can no 
. Way remove this Load, but by laying himielf qpen to 
a fair and impartial Inquiry into his Condud, which 
never can be carried on, at leaft the Nation will not 
believe it can be carried on, as long as he has the Difiri- 
bution of aU the Favours and Rewards the Crown caa 
beflow, and of all the Penalties and Puniiliments the 
Crown can inflid ; therefore, if he had any true Regard 
for his Charader, he wouU voluntarily lay himfelf opes 
to fuch an Enquiry ; if his Friends have a finoere Rc^ 
for him, they will take the mod gentle Method for 
compelling him to do fo, which iz Dy agreeing to die 
Addrefs propofed. \i they refufe to do fo, their affirm- 
ing, that their Friend had no Share in advifing that 
Treaty, or any other fatal Meafure, w>ll jignify nothing ; 
for whatever your LordQiips may do, I am fure the Na- 
tion will not believe them. 

* But, my Lords, with regard to this Treaty of Bn- 
«rv^r, the Miniller and his Friends have, it feems, two 
Strings to their Bow : They firfi deny he had any Hand 
n it \ and next, they endeavour to jndify that Treaty, 
and all the Meafures that were taken in Purfuanoe of it. 
The Account we had of a private Treaty between the 
Emperor and ^pain was certainly true : By that Treaty 
the Emperor put a high Affront upon this Nation, and 
^paln was to bring the Pretender upon as, to dcftroy 
our Trade, and to take Gibraltar and Port-Mah^w 6om 
08 : If we oflered to refent this Affront againft the 
fmpcror, or to proteft our Trade and Dominions 
agaii ft Spai/ty the Emperor was to attack Hatwver: la 
t£s Situation we could have no Recourfe, no Refist, 

but 
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but in an Alliance! with France. ' Thefe, my Lords, are the Ana. 14 Geo. IL 

Argaroents made afe of for juftii^ing the Treaty of <740* 

Hanover: But can any Man be fenons that now makes ' " "* 

de of fuch Arguments ? Without dercMgating in the leail 

from the Rcijped due to his late Majefly, for whofe 

Memory I have the greateft Regard, I will venture to 

affirm, there was no fudi private Treaty between the 

Emperor and Spain, His late Majefb^ was Impofed on 

by his Minifters, and they were impofed on, to fay no 

wocie, by the Minifters of France, This might be the 

Cafe, and by this his late Majefty was induced to men- 

tioo this Treaty in his Speech to his Parliament : fiat 

the Emperor could not be impofed on : If he had fi^ed 

fuch a Treaty, he muft have known it; and neither 

coald nor would have denied it fo expreisly and folemnly 

as Ik did. This Fad -therefore being &Ife, aU the 

Reaibning ibmided upon it muft fall to the Ground. . 

Bat, my Lords, fuppofe it were true: The Afiront was 

atoned for, by the Emperor^s denying that Treatv in the 

folcnm Manner he did ; and we might nave guardea againft 

the Daneer without any Alliance with France. Neither 

the TraSe nor the Xk>minions of Great-Britain could 

be in the leaft Danger from any Attack Spain and the 

Emperor could make upon them ; and the Emperor 

could not attack Hanover without breaking through the 

fundamental Conftitutions of the Empire, which would 

have broi^ht all the Princes of the Germanic Body 

to oar AMance; and fuch a Confederacy would have 

been fufficient ibr proteding Hanover without the Help 

of France ; which, inflead of courting, we ought to 

have refufed, becaufe their intermeddling in the Affairs 

of Germany, will always be of dangerous Confequence to 

the Balance of Power in Europe, 

' I am furprized, my Lords, to hear it now pretended, 
that the Affair of ^bom had the leaft Share in drawing 
us into the Treaty of Haikver. That cruel ASsii was, 
indeed, made uie of both by France and us, for drawing 
the King of Pruffia into the Alliance ; and accord- 
ingly there was a feperate Article for obtaining Reparation 
for what had been done at 7born^ contrary to the 
Treaty of Oliva ; but the King oi Prujpa foon perceived, 
or imagined he perceived, that neither France nor we 
were iincere in that Article, therefore he deferted the 
AUiance, and it is certain, that nothing was ever done 
in purfuance of that Article, becaufe the Intereft of 
Framce was no Way concemicd in performing it. But 

where 
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» 14 GM.n. where the Intefeft of Franct was concerned, we did a 
'74<>' great deal more than we were obliged to do by that 
^ Treaty ; and when Spain declared >Var againft as po 
that Account, we did not do fo much as we ought to 
haVe done, becaufe it was not the Intereft of France we 
ihould. 

* My Lords, it is fo evident, that our Minifler has 
iacriEced the Safety of Europe^ and the Credit of his native 
Country with eveiy one of its antient Allies^ to the 
Friendfhip of France^ that I (hould be afhamed to take 
up your Time with anfwering or expoiing the poor Excdes 
diat are made for his Conduct, if by that Means he 
had preferved the Tranquillity of his Country uninter- 
rupted, and made the proper Ufe of that uninterrupted 
Tranquillity: Or if he had obtained finom France a 
Setderocnt of the Difputes ftill fubfifUnglbetween the 
two Nations, or any Advantages for our Trade in that 
Kingdom, it would have been fome for^ of real Excufe 
for nis Conduft. But he has, at the Defire of FrMce^ 
involved his Country in continual Broils either with Spain 
or the Emperor, and and from thence has taken Oc- 
caTion to load it with fuch an extraordmanr Expence, 
either for giving Weight to his firuitleis Negotiations, 
or enforcing tlie Obfervance of his ufeleis Treaties, that 
we are now as much, • if not more, involved than we 
were at the End of the Jaft heavy War ; and during 
this u hole Time, what has been the Behaviour of France 
towards us. They have been not only cramping our 
Trade in their own Dominions, but encroaching upon 
it in every other Part of the World. This is not ail, 
my Lords : It is highly probable, that they have been 
underhand encouraging Spain to interrupt our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas, and at the fiuce 
Time threatening us, that if we attempted to do our- 
iejves Juflice, they would join with Spain againft us. 
When we reflect upon this, my Lords, it is not pof- 
fible to account for the Con<fta of our Minifler, ht)m 
any Motives founded upon the Intereft or Profpcrity of 
this Kingdom. From hence has arifen a general Sufpi- 
cion, that from fome private Motives of his owti 
he has facrificed the Interefls of his Country, and the 
Intercils of Europe^ to the cultivating of a danjeroi^s 
Friendfhip and Correfpondence with France ; and this Suf- 
picion has greatly increafed fincc the Commenceircnt 
of the War with Spain, 



( 691 ) 

« If we confider the Intereft of Trance^ and the In- Anii.uG€o-A 
tereft of Britain^ with regard to the Difputes between '74Q-^ 
Spain and its, we ihall find them direAly oppofice to ^ 
each other; and if we examine the Condudt of our 
Miniller, either in his Negotiations for Peace, or his 
Profecation oi the War, we ihall find that he ha^, 
without Variation, parfued the Intereft of France, in 
Oppofition to duit of Grtat Britain. When Spain 
fixfi fet up the Pretence of fearching our Ships in the 
Seas of jimerica, and oonfifcatine them, if they found 
any of thofe Goods on board, which they were pleafed 
to call contraband, it was eafy to fee, that till this Pre- 
tence was exprelsly given up, we could enjoy no free 
Trade or Navigation in that Part of the world, not 
could there be any cordial Friendihip between Spain and 
us, whidi of conrfe would be a great Detriment to our 
Trade, and confequently a great Advantage to the Trade 
of France. It was, therefore, the Intereft of France to 
hare this Difpute remain unadjufted* as long as poflible^ 
it was the Intereft of Britain to have it ac^ufted, either 
by fair or foul Means, with the utmoft Diipatch : Con- 
fequendy it was die Intereft of France to have the 
Negptiadons between Spain and us, about this Point, 
protra6led as long as poffible ; and it was our Intereft to 
ftaoe plainly and clearly the Point in Queftion, and to infift 
upon a peremptory and fpeedy Anfwer. According to 
this State of the Cafe, I (hall leave your Lordfhips to 
judge, whether our Minifter, in his Negotiations for 
Peace, parfued the Intereft of France, or that of Great-- 
Britain. But I muft obferve, that upon this Queftion 
tlw Nadon, the World, has already paft Judgment ; and 
if your Lordftiips Judgment ihould be drfierent, I muft 
beg of you to confider, what the Cbnfequence may be 
with regard to the Character of this Houfe. 

' It is well known, my Lord?, that it was not our 
Minifter that put an End to our Negodations: It is 
vftW known, that he was forced into the War. The 
Spirit of the Nation made it abfolutdy inconfiftent with 
his perfonal Safety to treat any longer ; and his Ma- 
jefty*8 natural Genius concorring with the Spirit of the 
Nation, the Minifter was obliged to give Way to the 
Torrent^ and to feem at leaft paifive, by which Meant 
a War was at laft reiblved on. Let us now fee, what 
•was the Intereft of France, and what was the Intereft 
of Britain, with regard to the Profecution of the War. 
It was the Intereft of France, to have us profecute the 

War 
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AiUkf4G«p.II.War in tliat^ Manner which would make k moft tfr* 
J74^ . dious, leaft advantageous to this^Nation, and moft bur- 
' denfome and dt&ra&ive to our Trade and Navigation ; 
It was the Intereft of Briiaim to proiccute it in that 
Manner which ihould bring it to the fpcedieil Con- 
cluiion, which might bring the greateft Advants^ to 
this Country, and which might be the leaH bidden- 
fome or deflru£Uve to our Trade. To bring the War 
to a fpeedy Conclo£ony and to reap fome lafUng Ad« 
vantage from it for the Nation* it was incumbent upon 
us to prepafc, as foon as it was refolved on, for fend- 
ing a powerful Fleet, with a fuificient Number of Land- 
Forces on board, to America^ in order to make as many 
Conquers there as poflible; and to have fent another 
fleet to the Mediurraiuan and Coafts of Sfam^ with 
a Number of LandrForces on board ; not to make 
Conqoefti. bat to make Incuriions, in order to have 
Ic^t them in continual Alarms, and to prevent their 
bemg able to fend any Reinforcements to their Settle- 
ments in America: And to make the War as little 
burdenfome or deftrudive to our Trade as poflible, we 
4>ueht to have fitted out no more large Ships than we 
liaid abiblutely occasion for » but as many fmall Ships 
and Sloops of Waur as poflible, for prote^ng our Trade, 
by intercepting and deflroying the Enemy^s Privateers; 
and in order to draw away as few Seamen as pofltUe 
from the Merchant Service, we ought to have began 
with giving great Encouragement for able-bodied Land- 
men to enter into his Majeliy V Sea Service, and to have 
^iccepced of all fuch as oi&red to enter. 

' Thefe, my Lords were the Methods by which vx 
ought to have begun and profecuted the War, if the 
Jntereft of Great Britain had been confldered or par- 
fued ; and if thefe Methods had been taken, the War 
might have been over before this Time ; for Spain would 
have found itfelf imder a Neceflity of fubmitting to oar 
Terms. I need not explain to your Lordihips what 
we have done, or have not done i for cvtry Man in Bri* 
tain knows, that we began and profecuted the War by 
Methods diredUy contrary to thefe. Every one knows 
that we have hitherto profecuted the War in that Manner 
which muil make it tedious, in that Manner which 
can bring no Advantage to this Nation, and in that 
Manner which has Men vaftly burdenfome and de- 
ilnidive both to oar Trade and . Navigation ; and there- 
fere» cyeiy one muft conclude that our Minifter has, in 

the 
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tkeProfecution of the War, as well as in tlie KegatlZ'Aaxut^GextU 

dons for Peace» had a View to the Intereft of France^ in i74o« 

Oppoficion to that of his native Couatry . When this i^ ' ' 

the Conduiion made by moft Men in the Xingdoniy can 

we fuppofe, that oor People will pay their 1 axes with 

Pleafure, or that the War can redound to the Honour or 

Advantage of this Kingdom* whilft this Miniller has the 

Dirc^lon of oor AjSiiirs ? When the Affairs of Eurvpt are 

at fuch a Crifis» when the Affairs of this Nation aie vtk 

fuch a ticklifh Situation* can any Lord in this Houfe 

fcraple addrefling hb Majefly to remove a Minifter who 

has (hewn by his Condu^, both in Peace and War, that 

he regards nothing but tk« Intereft and Friendihip of our 

freateli Rival and moft inveterate Enemy ? What may 
ave been his Motives for holding fuch a Condu^ I ihall 
not pretend to determine ; but if they proceed from nothing 
but Wealpiefs, it mail be a Weaknefs of a moft extraor- 
dinary Nature : Of fuch a Nature as muft render him 
very an£t for having the chief Diredtion of the Affairs of 
fuch a powerful Nation at fuch a critical Conjundure ; 
and therefore^ even Aippofe his whole MifconduA to 
proceed from Weaknefs alone, it is a fufiicient Reafon for 
our addreffing his Majefty to remove him. 

' But I'm afraid, my Lords, his MIfconduQ does not 
altogether proceed from Weaknefs. He knows he b ge- 
nerally hated by the People of his own Country ; He 
knows he has been long hated by them: He knows» 
chat nothing but the Favour of the Crown proteds him 
againft their Refentment ; and as that may fail him, or 
may be withdrawn, he is, perhaps, courting an Afylum 
amon^ft the Enemies of his Country. If this be the 
Cafe, how unhappy will this Nation be, in cafe your 
Lordftiips fhould refufe agreeing to the Addrefs propofed ? 
The Pc pic will not think your Refufal proceeds ffom his 
Innocence, or your Approbation of his Condud. How- 
ever groundleisly, they will think your Refufal proceeds 
from that yexy Crime of which he is fo generally fufpedted $ 
and this will increafe their Hatred towards him. Which 
muft neceilkrily increafe his Attachment to the Views, and 
his Obedience to the Orders of thofe from whom he ex- 
pcdb Protedion in Cafe of Diftrefs. How fatal may the 
. Confequencc of tbis be to Europe at this critical Conjunc- 
ture ? What an irrecoverable Ruin may it bring upon 
this Nation ? I ftiall add no more, but beg, that, upon 
<his important Ovcafion, your Lordfhips would have a due ' 
Regard to the Intcrcft of Eur'spe in general, to the Intercft 
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. Aittr.T4n«>. n. of your native Country in pstrticular, to tbe Salety of t>a 
1740. King, the Satisfkdion of tbe People^ and to the Honour 
^-•^'^v^ "^ and Dignity of this anguft Aflembly. 

The Lord Chancellor. 

Tile Lord Cbaft- * My Lords, in all Cohtefts of a political Nature, we 

cdlor, ooght to diflinguiih between thofe that proceed merely 

from a DiSerence in Opinion with regard to the public 

Good, and thofe which proceed from private Views and 

rirfonal Animofities. In every Country where Men have 
eave to exprefs their Sentiments freely, there will be 
Contefls about every public rRcafore that can be propdcd 
or purfued, becaufe when there is no Democftration, nei- 
ther of one Side nor the other, which is the Cafe in all po- 
litical Difjputes, there will be a Difference of Opinion. 
Even in the mod arbitrary Countries there muft be a 
Diflference of Opinion ; but that D.fFcrence cannot appear, 
or occafion any Con tell, becaufe thofe who happen to dit- 
approve of the public Mcafures, dare not exprefs, muck 
lefs publiih the Reafons for their Difappobation. There- 
fore in every Country where a free Government is efia- 
blrlhcd, every 7ims mull be a Time of oolitical Alterna- 
tion ; but thofe limes only are to be called troiA^kfome 
and faflibuf, when the political Contefb proceed from pri- 
vate Views andpcrfonal Animofities; and if by this Rule 
' we examine the Times when fuch Addreflcs as this now 
under our Confideration have been agreed to by cither 
Houfe of Parliament, I believe we fliall find Caofe to con- 
clude, that moft of them were troublefbme and &diou5 
Times, and that thofe Troubles and Factions did not fo 
often arife from the e/ctraordinary Weakncfs or Widcednefs 
of the Minifters, as fi'om the private Views and peribcuLl 
Animofities of thofe that oppofed them. 

* Miniflers, my Lords, are not infellible, no more thaa 
orher Men 1 and they are liable to the (amc Fafiions abd 
Affeftions with the reft of their Species, i^s every Man in 
the World would, I believe, dcfire to have the Afk€don and 
Eftcem of his Countrymen, rather than their Hatred and Con- 
' tempt, therefore, both in Charity, and from the Nature of 
Mankind, we ought to fuppofe, that Miniflers do the bdl 
they can for the public Good ; but as they are human, thty 
mud be guilty of^Overfights, Mifhkes, and Failings, which 
will be overlook'd by every good Subjeft ; and when not 
vcr>' extraordinary, will be forgiven by eveiy Man that is 
not their perfonal Enemy, nor pofFcffcd witn an immode- 
rate 



rate Ambmoo of fucCeedlng them in their PhCHi^ For this Atm. 14 Gea, It' 
Reafbn, no Man ought ever to think, and much Icfs ought J74^^ 
either Houfe of Parliamenr, to think of coming to fuch an ' ' ' 
Extremity, as to addrcfe Lhe King to remove any one of 
his Minhlcrs, unlefs it appears, not only that he has a pre- 
vailing liifluence in his Majcfty^'s Councils, but alfb, that he 
has been guilty cf fome enormous Crime, or of fach a Se- 
ries of Miicondufl, as evidently (hews him to be a very 
weak Man. . This, I fay, ought be our Rule, with regard 
to addrefling our Sovereign to difmifs any of his Miniflers 1 
and in this we fhall be conlirnied, if we confidcr the many 
DifSculties that Miniders have to encounter, and the many 
perfonal Enmities they mull neceffirily incur. 

* In this, as well as in all other Countries^ my Lords, 
the People expeft to be protected in their legal Rights^ 
and the free Enjoyment of their Properties : They expcft 
to have Juflice diligently, faithfully, and impartially admi- 
nifbed at home, and to be preferved from Invafions, In- 
roads» and Piracies from abroad. This they expert from 
their Miniflers and Governors, but they have very ill 
"Will to contribute either the Trouble, or the Expe^^ice, 
that is ncccfTary for procuring them this Protedlion 1 and, 
for this Reafon, they arc, in all Countries, extremely apt 
to £nd fault with, aixl clamour againfl the Condu<St of their 
Governors, which makes it but too eafy to raife a general 
Complaint againfl the Conduft of the befl fort of Gover- 
nors ; and no Governor, or Miniftcr, can ever want per- 
fonal Enemies, who will be ready, ujron all Occafions, to 
cnticife his Condudl, to magnify and fet in the mofl glaring 
Light the litdc Failings he may be guilty of, and to propa- 
gate Murmurings and Difcontents among the People. I'or 
this Purpofe, we mufl allow, I fay, that no Miniftercan ever 
want perfonal Enemies, cipecialjy if we confider the feve- 
ral feiiilh Motives Men may have for becoming the pix>- ' 
fcffed or the iecrct Enemies of a iVlinifler. All Men in fu* 
pcrior Stations, are, we know, expofed to the Envy of thofe 
below them ; and every Man that is governed by this male* 
volcnt Failion, mull, of courfe, become the profefTcd, or 
the fecret Enemy of a Minifter. Others, again, are entirely 
governed by their Ambition, and are very apt to become 
Enemies to a MiniHer, becaufe they fuppofe him to have 
been the Caufe of their not meeting with Succefs in fome 
ufircafonable Suit they made to their Sovereign. But of all 
the Sources of Difcontent and perfonal Enmity againfl a Mi- 
nifter, the greateft is that which, in this Debate, has been . 
fuppofcd to be his chief Support ; I mean, my Lords, the 
Diipofal of PoUs and Offices in our Government j for there 
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' Aiifl.T4Ceo; it. are always TWt or Six, fometimes a Dozen oT Candidates^ 
'740* ^ for almoft every Poft or Place any Minifter can have in hk 
Difpofal : Of thefe, bat one can have it ; and if the dif" 
appointed Candidates are not Men of gjneat Moderation, 
they, of coarfe, become perfonal Enemies to the Minifier^ 
and are diligent in propagating every popular Cry againIL 
him. 

* Thus, your Lordfhips may fee, that no Minifler can ever 
be withdut a Multitude of peribnal Enemies, who, upon all 
OCcafions, will be ready to propagate what the People are 
too apt to believe, 'J^hat their Buiineis has been iU condnd- 
ed, or that they have been put to a much greater Expence 
than was necelTary ; for, in this Cafe, MiniHers or Magi- 
llrates may be very properly compared to Attorneys or Sol- 
lidtors in Law Affairs. Whilft the Law-Suit goes on, and 
the Axtomey brine^ in no BiU of Fees and Difburiemcnts, 
the Client is pertly fatisfied with his Conduct ; but if 
the Cauie meets with any unexpedtisd Delay, or l»d Sue- 
cefs, tho^ it Be entiivly owing to the Nature of the Cafe, 
the Client then begins to exclaini againft the Condud of his 
Attorney ; and even when the Caufe meets with the heft 
Succefs, and is brought to a happy IfTue, yet the Client ge- 
nerally finds fault with his Attorney's Bill, and feldom pays 
it without murmuring. The Cafe is, in this Country, the 
fame between the People and the King's MiniHers. if any 
National AfBiir milgives, or meets widi any cro(5 Accident, 
it is always, tho* onen without Reafon, imputed to the i^ 
Condufl of the AdminiHration f and when the Sums nccef- 
fary for the public Service come to be provided for, and paid, 
the People are always apt to complain. Thefe Complaints 
Minifters have at all Times been expofed to^; and our pre- 
fent Minifters are more expofed to fuch Complaints, than 
any of their Predeceflbrs ;. becaufe the Peqple of this Na- 
tion are now burdened with many Taxes, for the Payment 
of Debts our prefent Miniflers never incurred, which, of 
courfe, makes^ the People the more unwilling to complf 
with thofe Paymenta that axe abfolutely neceflaiy for t&e cur- 
rent Service. 

* My Lords, it is eafy to fay, that a great Part of onr 
Debts mig^t have been paid off, but I defy any Man to 
fliew me how any greater Part of them might have been 
paid off, than has adually been, without laying new or 
}ieavier Taxes upon the People ; becdufe the free Revence, 
©r that Part of the public Revenue which is not mortgaged 
to the Civil-Lift, or for the Payment of old Debts, is not 
fiifficient for anfwering the annual Expence ; and theiefoie 
i( hai been neceiTaiy, abnod eveiy Year^ to apply feme 
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Pirty or Ae Whole of the Sinking Fund, for the carrentAim. i40«o.tt 
Service ; which the Parliament had a Right to do, and which ^ '74o*^ 
the ParliaroenC has always, when neceitary, thought more 
proper to be done, than to load the People with any new 
or additional Tax ; and no public Expence has been incur- 
red, but what was at the time thought neceiTary for thr 
public Safety. If Armies have been kept up, or augment- 
ed : If Squadrons have been fitted out, or Foreign Troops 
taken, or kept in Pay ; it was, iii my Opinion, neceilary, 
according to the Circumflances the Nation was then in, and 
I have alwajTs had the good Luck to fee my Opinion con- 
finned by the Majority of both Houfes of Parliament. If 
our Armies had not been kept up and augmented, or if Squa« 
drons hiid not been fitted out, as often as Occafion it quired, 
I am convinced we fhould have been invaded, or ibme of 
our Allies fwallowed up, and the Balance of Power quite 
overturned, long before this Time ; but all fuch Attempts 
have been prevented by the Expence we have occafionally 
put ourfelves to; and thb good Effedl of that Expence is 
now, by a very prepoflerous W ay of arguing, made a Pre- 
tence for ikying the Expence was unnecefTanr, becaufe we 
were in no Danger ; tho^ the Danger was fully made ap- 
pear to Parliament at the Time the Expence was incurred, 
and will ftill appear to every Man who confiders the Cir- 
cumiiances of the Affairs of Europe at the reQ)e£kive Times 
wc put ourielves to any extraordinary Charge. 

' As the Danger this Nation was in of an immediate At- 
tack, in Pinfuonce of the Treaty of Vienna between the 
Empiror and Spain^ has been fully fy^kt to by other Lords, 
in this Debate, and, I think, made evident, if any Re- 
liance is to be had upon what his late Majefly fo folemnly 
declared to his Parliament, I fhall wave giving your Lord« 
(hips any farther Trouble upon that Head, ^t will any 
Lord fay, the Dutch were in no Danger ? Will any Lord 
fay, the French were in no Danger of an 'immediate At« 
tack from the Confequences of that Treaty I My Lord?, 
we know there was a Conteft then fubfifting, and ready to 
break out into a Flame, between the Emperor and the 
Dutch, in relation to the Oftend Eafi-InJia Company : We 
likewife know, that b/ an exprefs Article in that Treatv, 
the King of Spain promifed, that if the Ships of the Sub- 
jc&s of his Imperial Majeftv (hould be attacVd, on either 
Side of the Line, he woula make it a common Caufe with 
his Imperial Majefty to revenge and redrefs the Injuries and 
Damages fuilained. And aifo we know, that the DutcB 
were refolved lO attack and feize, as they had a Rieht to 
tfOj any of the OJfeud Ships chey found trading m die 
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An^^i^y^toAU Eafi'IffJies, which if thc^ had done, it is nojt tobcqa^* 
'7 4O' tioned, but that War would have been immediately declared 
^ againft them by the Emperor, and in Furfuance of this 
Article, the Emperor would have been affilled by Spain, 
Could we, my Lords, fit flill and fee the DiUcJ^ over-run 
by the Emperor and S^ah ? If we had done fo, it would 
have drove the Dutch into the Arms of France ; and if \(y 
had no Way intermeddled, .the Confequence of this War 
might have been fatal to the Balance of Power in Europe, 

* From hence, my Lords, I think it is evident, that the 
Dutch were in Danger of an immediate Attack from the 
Confequences of this Treaty. But fuppofc they had been 
in no Danger, fuppofe France only had been in Danger of 
an immediate Attack,even that Attack might have neceHarily 
involved this Nation in a War, and, probably, would have 
done fo, in order to preierve the Balance of Power, which 
might have been overturned by the too great Succefs of either 
Party enfi;aged in that War, and efpecially if the Saccefshad 
happened to be upon the Side of France. U this had been ^e 
Cafe, France would, probably, have attacked Spain m the 
Weft' Indies ; and thofe amongfl us, who are now fo pofitive 
that France ought not to interpofe, in order to prevent our 
making Conquefb upon Spain in the Weft- Indies^ would 
then, 1 believe, have been very apt to find fault with our 
Miniflers, if they had quietly allowed the French to take Pof- 
fefiion of any Part of the Spanijh Settlements in America, 

« It is therefore certain, that we muft have been involved 
in any War that could break out in Confequence of this 
TreaQr at Vienna ; and, I think, it is as certain, that either 
this Nation, France^ or Holland^ would have been attacked 
in purfuance of this Treaty, if it had not been for the 
Treaty of Hantroer^ and the IVfeafures we aftei-wards took, 
for preventing the Return of the Spanfjh Galleons. Confe- 
quently, no Fault can be found with any Expence we put 
ourfelves to in pMrfuance of that Treaty, becauic it prc- 
ferved the Tranquillity of Europe^ and thereby prevented 
our being obliged to put ourfelves to a irfuch greater Ex- 
pence. By the Treaty of Hanover^ the Emperor fbond 
himfelf under a Neceflity of giving up the Oflend Company^ 
and the Court of Spain were obliged to give up all their 
Views of Refentment againll this Nation, as well as againft 
the Court of France ; and when this was done, it was the 
Intereft of this Nation to re-efUblifh a good Underftanding 
with Spain as foon as poiSble ; and, for tliat Purpofe, to re- 
frain from thofe A£b of Hol^ih'ty which we might have 
committed, and had a Right to commit, upon their be- 
gfxvmg HoAilities againfi us. For this Reaibn, and becaule 



we knew it was not in their Power to do ns any coniidera* Ai». J4G1AIU 
h\e Injury, I muft ftill think, it was pmdent in us to defpife ^ 'H^ 
their Kefentment, by not returning the Hoililities they com- * 
nutted ; for, by this Mpans, we rtfbred Peace between the 
two Nations much iboner than we could otherwife have 
done» and obtained all we could defire by the Treaty of 

' I am really furprized, my Lords, to hear fo mnch 
Fanlt found witli the Treaty of Sevii/e : It has once al- 
ready had the Approbation of the Parliament, ahd it de- 
ierved that Approbation ; for we had at that Time nothing 
to aik ftt>m Spain but a Renewal and Confirmation of for- 
mer Treaties, and Reparation for the Merchant Ship9 of 
this Nation they had unjuftly feized and confifcated ; and 
both thefe we obtained Stipulations for in as explicit Terns 
as coold be made ufe of; 10 that if the Spaniards have con- 
tinued their Depredations, and if our Merchants have met 
with no Reparation, it is not owing to tlu^t Treaty, but to 
a Breach m Faith in the Spamjh Court, which could not 
be fbrefeen nor guarded againft by any Treaty, or by any 
Method I can think of, but that of never being at Peace or 
in Friendfhip with fuch a faithlefs Nation ; and this, I am 
fure, no Man would advife, that underftands and has a Re- 
gard for the Trade of this Kingdom. 

* As to the Introdudtion of 6000 Spanip Troops, in- 
ftead of Neutral, into the ftrong Pbces offufcanyy Parma, 
and Placentia^ a noble Duke has already rightly obferved^ 
that the difference was of no real Signification to the Em- 
peror, nor could it give the lead Encouragement for Spiun 
to attnck him in Italy, It was not the Introdu^on of 
thofc Troops that occafioncd the War in 1733 : It was 
the Court of Vienna^s having given Offence to the Court 
of France, by interfering fo much as they did in the £- 
ledlion of a Xing of Poland, that gave Occafion to that 
War, and encouraged the Spaniards to attack the Emperor 
in Italy \ for as the Emperor had himfelf given Rife to that 
War, the Spaniards knew, that the mantime Powers did 
not think themfdves obliged to aflift him, and from thence 
they found th^ might lend what Troops they pl^fed to 
Italy, In this War, my Lords, it is veiy certain, the Dutch 
did not think themfelves obligM to have any Concern, tho* 
they had guaranteed the Pragmatic SaSlion as well as we, 
and if we had thought otherwife, it would have been very 
imprudent in us to engage in that War without the Dutch. 
But tho' it was neither prudent nor neceffary for us to en- 
;nge immediately in that War, yet both the Dutch and we 
»f eiaw that it might become neceflary^ in order to pre-. 
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Aan. i4Geo. II. fenre the Balance oF Power in Europe ; and thexefore k 
'7 40' ^25 neceflary for both of us to provide for the worft/by 
making fuch Preparations as mijght enable us to engage 
with Vigour, as loon as either ofche Parties beg^ to puih 
their Succefs farther than was co'nfiilent with that Balance, 
which juflifies the Expence we put ourfelves lo upon that 
' Occafion ; and accordingly the Preparations we made at 
that Time had their defired EfFe£l, by making France and 
its Allies confine their Views within thofe Bounds^ and doc 
a Stop to the Progrefs of their Arms in the Midft of Vic-r 
toiy, and when it was not in the Power of the Emperor 
to prevent their pulliing their Conquers as & as they had 
a Mind. 

* And with regard to our DKputes with Sp^m, it is 
very well known, my Lords, that they could not at chat 
Time afibrd us any Pretence for engaging in the War. 
The Spaniards had given us no new Laufe of Complaint : 
On the contrajy, the King of Spain had bat the Year he- 
fore ient exprels Orders to his Governors in America noc 
to moled any EngUJh Ship in thofe Seas, that oid not ap- 
pear to be concerned an any illicit Trade ; and as to pad 
Injuries, our Commiflaries were then in Spain^ and we 
had Reafon to hope for a full Reparation as foon as the 
Account could be adjufled, which from the very Nature 
of the Cafe could not be done in a ihort Time, becaufe 
it depended npon thofe Proofs and Vouchers, which were 
to be tranfmitted from America to Europe i and when 
any of thole Proofs or Vouchers wanted an Explanation, 
it became neceilhry to fend back to America for it, and 
to wait the Return before any 7 hing could be determined. 
This plainly fhews the Reafon why our Negotiat.ons ^dth 
^pain were fo tedious, and why it took up fuch a long 
Time before we could be afTured, whether that Court would ^ 
or would not do us Jullice by fair Means. 

' Thus, I think, it appears, my Lords, from the whole 
Tenor of our late Conduct, that our Minivers have at no 
Time put the Nation to any Expence but what was necei&ry 
from dke Circumibnces the Affairs of Eurcte were then in ; 
and that the only Fault they have been guilty of, has been, 
their preferving the Nation in a continual State of Peace 
and Tranquillity, without fuf{ering any material Alteration 
to be maae in the political Sydem of AfEairs in Eurepc ; 
for as the Emperor^ or at leaft the Houfe of Anfiria^ got 
""lufcany^ Parma^ and Placentia in lieu of NapUs and Sicih, 
and as France had before the Command, and even the 
PofTefnon. of the Duchy of Lorain whenever they plcafed, 
I muA indfl upon it, that the Houfe of Auftna was as pow 
eifiil, and France no mor^ powerful at the Time oJ the 
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klc Emperer*s Dcath> as at any Time for twenty Years Amu 14 Om.W 
pafL The Emperor*s unexpcftcd Death, and the Difputcs ^ 2?^ 
that have arifen, and are like to ariie among the Princes of ^** 

the Em fire upon tliat fiital Emergency, has, 'tis true, 
made a great Alteration in the Affairs or Europe ; but this 
will not, I hope, be imputed to the Weaknefs or Wicked- 
neis of our MiniHers, or to any improper ComplaifanCe they 
have (hewn for the Court of France, 

• From the Condudl of our fovereign Affsirs, therefore, 
no Man can have Reafon to fufpe£l our Miniflers of having 
Defigns ihconfiilent with the Intereft or Welfare of their 
Country ; and as no unneceiTazy or opprelFiye Laws have 
been pafs*d, nor any one Inftance of a Law's being wrefled 
towards the Oppreflion of their Enemies, notwithdanding 
the many unprecedented Provocations they have met wich^ 
no Man can have the lead Reafon to fuipe^l their having 
Defiens ag^nft the Liberties of the People ; nor can J^ 
my Lords, believe, that fuch Suipicions as the noble Duke 
was pleaded to mention, are entertained by any great Num- 
ber of Men in the Kingdom. As by my Office I am obli- 
ged to converfe with Numbers of Men who have no De- 
pendence upon the Court, if there were fuch general Suf- 
picjonsy I ihould think, I mnfl have heard of them ; and 
vet I can freely declare, I never heard any one fignify hit 
naving fuch Sufpicions, either againfl the MiniHer whofe 
Coodn£t is now under our Confideration, or againfl any one 
other of his Majefty's Servants. Bat fuppole there were 
fuch Suipicions : Suppoie they were as general as has been 
repieiented ; I have ihewn very good Keafons why they 
ihould not be of fuch Weight as to prevail with us to fix an 
indelible Mark of In&my upon a Minifler*s Chara^tor, by 
addreiling his Majefly to remove him from his Councils and 
Prefence for ever. I have (hewn how apt the People are 
to find Fault with the Condufl of Minillers, and how ready 
to believe every btory publifhed againfl them : I have fhewn, 
what a Number of perfonal Enemies every Minifler muft 
neceflarily have, and how indufh-ious they will be to pro- 
pagate ulie Rumours, and inflame the Jealoufy of the 
People. By the Indufliy of a ivlini!ier*s perfonal Enemies, 
c(pecial!y in this Country, where every Man may not only 
hy^ but print and pubUfh almdfl whatever he pleafes, and 
by the willing Credulity of the People in fuch Cafes, Suf« 
picions may be raifed and propa^ted fo as to become ge* 
neral, without the leafi Foundation ; and therefore, thoie 
Mieral Rumoun or Sufpicions^ can never be a proper or 
joft Foundation for any Refolution in Parliament, and much 
lels for a Refolution that makes a Man appear upon Record 
as a weak or wicked Minifler. 
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Anft. i4Gto.to. * Whatever the Sufpicions of the People may Be, wjr 
. .X740. Lords, the Parliament fliould have a very folid tonndation 
before they exprefs their Sufpicions by fach a (landing Refb- 
lution } and therefore, I hope your Lordfhips will give me 
Leave to (hew^ that there is not the leafl Foundation for 
any of the Su(jpicion3 that have been mentioned. To ima- 

f'ne or fuppoic^ that any one Mmiftcr folely engroflcs the 
ar of his b'overeign, and ufurps the fole Dilpofal of all the 
Favours of the Crown, is^ I am fure^ no Compliment to 
the King upon the Throne, and it is a Suppofition that can 
be made by no Man, who has the Honour of knowing any 
Thing of his prefent Majefty's Charadlcr. His Ears, my 
Lords, it u well known, are open not only to all his Mi> 
jliftcrs, but to all his Subjeds. He is as ready to hear their 
Complaints, as he is willing to redrefs their Grievances ; 
and never does bellow any Favour without examining, as 
far as his high Station will give him Leave, into the cha- 
rafter of the Perfo;i recommended. The Mxnifler whofe 
Condudl and Chatadler is now under our Confideration^ has 
certainly a great Share of his Majelly's Confidence : but 
this does not proceed from any blind Attachment to himi 
but from the txperience his Majeily has had of his Fide- 
lity and Wifdom ; and to thofe who have the Honour to 
be near his Majefty's Perfon, or in his Councils, if is very 
well known, that this Minifler's Recommendation does not 
always fucceed, nor does his Opinion always prc^'aH in 
Council ; for a Candidate has often been preferred in Op- 
pofition to the Candidate recommended by him, and many 
Things have been refolved on in Council contrary to his 
Sentiments and Advice. Nay, this the noble Lords wfea 
fupport this Motion fcem to acknowledge, when they fay, 
that the prefent War \^s refolved on contrary to his Aavicc ; 
and therefore, I am furpyzed, they fhould charge him with 
bting the fole Author ot every Step of our Coududl for ib 
many Years paft. 

* For this Reafon, the Honourable Gentleman aimed at 
.by this Motion, can no Way be charged with havingfo!c!y 
engrofled the Ear of his Sovereign, nor can his prdcnt Ma- 
Jelly's known Charafter admit of fuch a Charge againft any 
Man in the Kingdom ; and as to the Polls, Offices, and 
* other Favours in the Difpofal of the Crown, it is very well 
known, that he never attempts to recommend atiy Perfott 
dircctlv to his Majeily, but fuch as are follidting fdrfome- 
thing oelonging particularly to his own Department. In- 
deed, as tlifr.e is and ought, and always will be, under « 
wife King, a very good Correfpondence between his Ma- 
jeily *s Minificrs,-they often recommend to one arothcr; 
. $pd whpn a Gentleman of^the Aimy^ Navy^ or any other 
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im^ of Bufinds, tfauiks he has ;( Title to the Favour of this. Ajyi. i4,Geo; TIji 

Adinifter, he may, perhaps, apply to him for his Recom- ^ ^^^ 

laendation, not to the Crown, but to the Minifter or great *' 

Oficer whofe Buiinefs and Duty it is to recommend to hi& 

MajeHy the moil fit and proper Perfon for the Office or Em-. 

ployment then to be difpofed of. Thus, my Lords, w& 

may fee, that this Minifter's Levee may be crowded with 

Sui^rs of all Sorts of Chara£lers, without his ufurping tha 

Difpofal of any of the Favours of the Crown, except fuch 

as particularly belong to his own Province. 

' I ihall gjRant, my Lords, it is in the general a right 
Maxim for the King not to take Notice of, or have any 
Begird to a Gentleman^s Behaviour in Parliament, with, 
lefp^dt to the Difh-ibution of thofe Favours, which th^ 
Crown has to beiiow. But even this Maxim may admit 
of fbme Exceptions. We know there is in the ELingdom a 
party of profefled Jacobites ; we know there is likewiie a Par-% 
ty of profeiTed Republicans. I do not fay there are any of 
•ither of thefe Parties now in Parliament ; but if they fhould 
g«t into Parliament :. If they fhould there purfue Jacobite 
or Repubhcan Schemes ; and if any of the Officers of 
the Army, or any Civil Officer fhould, by his Behavioul^ 
in Parliament, countenance and fupport fuch Schemes, I 
believe k will not be faid, that the Xing ought not ta 
take Notice of fuch Behaviour in Parliament: I believet. 
it will not be faid, that it would be any Encroachment 
upon our Con^tution^ fhould he turn fuch O&cers out: 
of his Service on Account of that Behaviour. 

* This, I fay, my Lords* will, I believe, be allowed to^ 
be an Exception from the general Rule ; hut I am £ir from 
applying tbus to any Cafe that has lately happened ; nor 
do 1 think, that his prefent Majefty ever difrajiied any onei 
from his Service, on Account of his Behaviour in Parlia*' 
roent ; for his Majefly may have many Reafons for difmif- 
fiiig an Officer, either Civil or Military, which no Way re-- 
lace to bis Beiiaviour in Parliament i and if any Officer liap- 
peQs to have a Seat in Parliament, I hope t will not be 
faid, that his Majeily mufl not, for that Reafon, difmifk 
jxim on account oz a Mifbehaviour he may be guilty of in 
fome other Refped. But whatever Reafons his Maje^ 
may at any Time have to make ufe of that Prerogative, » 
which gives him a Power to difmifs an Officer fxx>m ms Ser^ 
vice, I am convinced he will not, nor will he allow any 
Miniiler to advi/e him to make ufe of this Prerogative, for 
preventine a}Member*s declaring his Sentiments freely about, 
any Meamxe of Government, provided he does it with that 
J>ecency which is due to (he Crown, and without any fac- 
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JIm. t^Oev. n. t'oos or fedftloftls Manner of expreffing himlelf npon tbe 
^74^^- , Subjefl under Debate. 

* As to the Decaration faid to have been made in the o« 
ther Hoafe by the Minifter whofe Condu6i is now i 



to be fti^atized by a Refolution of thh, your Lordilupt 
kno^ it IS not regular in us to take Notice of any Thine 
&id or done in the other Houfe. Words are apt to be mif- 
imderllood, and are feldom feithfully repeated ; therefore I 
cyinot eafily believe, that this Minifter expreffed Jumfelf 
exadly in the Terms reprefented. If he had, 'I am oon« 
vinced they would have been taken Notice of in a proper 
Way, by iome of the Members of the other Houie s and 
we ihould then, probablv, have heard of them in a proper 
KJanner. For this Reaion, I fay, my Lords, I cannot ea- 
fily believe, that the Honourable Gentleman whole Char 
rader is now in Queftion, made fuch a Dedaradoa as has 
been mentioned to us in this Debate, but am fulty am- 
vinced, that what he faid upon that Occafion has been 
mifreprefented to the noble Duke, who has made ufe of it 
as an Argument for our agreeing to this Motion. Howe- 
ver, fuppofe he had made ufe of thefe very Words whkh 
have been repeated to us, I fhould not think it confiftent 
with the known Jufiicerand Impartiality of this Houie,topafs 
fuch a fevere Sentence upon mm as is now propofed, with- 
out firfl hearing him in his own Defence, and aUowing him 
an Opportunity to explain himfelf ; and I am the ratlKr of 
this Opinion, becaufe I think the Words, even as they have 
been repeated to us, may admit of fuch an Explanation as 
will make them both harmlefs and innocent. 

* LafUy, my Lords, as the Sufpidon of Coiroptioft both 
at Elections and in Parliament, it is a Clamour mat has ge- 
nerally prevailed againil all Miniflers, and always w91 pre- 
vail, as long as there is a good Correfpondence between 
his Majeily and his Parliament. There will always be a 
Divcrfity of Opinions about every Thing almoft that comes 
before Parliament, and thofe who rcaliy differ in Opbkm 
from his Majdly's Miniflers and the Majority of Parliament; 
will be ready to impute the Prevalence of the contranr O- 
pinion to any Thing rather than true Reafon and fonna Ar* 
gument. This is an Error which every Man^s perfonal Va- 
nity prompts him to indulge, and as no Caufe for the Pre- 
valence or the contrary Opinion isfo obvious as CorruptkHiy 
therefore it is generally aflrgned as the Caufe of tfacMa^o- 
lity's agreeing with the Adminifbadon } and this Opinion 
is always moft induilrioufly propagated by thofe who op- 
pofe the Adminiftration, not becaufe they difer in Opi- 
nion from the King*s Minifters, but becaufe tl^ have a ner- 
Iboal Aefentment anunft ibme of them, or are |w»i*tt^nm 
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of gHtmg into dieir Pkces, though very piblnbly incm- Am. 14 Geo-Xl 
ble of governing fo well. There is, therefore, no FoffiDi- '74g* ^ 
lity of removing this general Qamoiir agadnft Corrapdon^ ^ "g'^n J 
but by interrupting that good Correfpondence which now fa 
happily fubfifts between his Maiefty and his P^iament ; and 
this might very probably be the Effe€t of the preient Mo- 
tion's &ing agreed to, which leads me to confider the dan« 
gieroos Confequence of our agreeing to the Addrels pio- 
pofed. 

* Sappoie, my Lords, we flioold piefent to his Majefly 
fnch an Addreis as is now propofed : Suppofe both Houfes 
of I^uitament fliould concur m that Addreft : It has not 
vet, i think, been iaid in this Debate, that his Ma|efty it 
oy any Thing in oar CoftfHtution obliged to ccMppty widr 
it. His Compliance muft therefore droend upon his being 
of Opinion, that the Addrefs was well fbonoed, and that 
therefore it would be right in him to comply with it ; for * 
if his Maiefly fliould think the Addrels ill founded, and that 

it would be wrong in him to do fuch an Injury toagood Ser- 
vant, as to remove him fiom hb Councils and Preienoe for 
ever, could it be confident with his Majefty's Honour or 
Juftice to comply with the Addrefs of his Parliament ? We 
may from hence fee, that our prefenting fuch an Addrefi 
as IS now propofed, woukl probably end in a Breach, per* 
haps an irreperable Breach, between his Majefty and hit 
P^irliament ; and the C6nfequence of this, efpecudly in our 
prefent Situation, I tremble to think of. From his Maje- 
liy*ft known Jultice and Honour we muft conclude, that hit 
Nf ajefty would certainly refufe to comply, if he thought a 
Compliance inconiiflent with either. 1 his would, of couHe, 
raife an Animofity in both Houfes of Parliament againft 
the Adminifbation, which would make them refiife to grant 
thefe Supplies, or concur with the Adminiilration in thofe 
Meafures that are neceflary for the Support of our Govern- 
ment; and thu would neceifarily occafion a total Diflb- 
lutbn of our preient happy Conftitution. Therefore, my 
Lords, I muft conclude, that no Lord who has a true Re- 
gard for the Succefs of the prefent War, for the Gloiy 
of the King, the Safety of the Kingdom, or the Prefer- 
vatiott of our happy ConAitution, ^ agree to this Mo. 
tion, onleis he iees more cogent ProoB of Mal-Admini- 
ftradon, than, I think, have yet been ofimd in this 
Debate.* 

hotdSMihmrft. 

* MV Lords, lam fuiprissed to hear it faid, that moftof t«4 j^^sMi 
the Aidreflet of ti|is Kind have proceeded &om private 
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Mm, i4l%o(If. Vkws mi perToml ADimoficies ; and it adils Malif to nq^' 

^4^ Amazement, when I hear fuch a Dodrine aavanosd by z 
' noble Lord, whoTe Candour 1 have a great Opinioa «i» 
and whofe Knowledge in our Hiftories, and in our Jounnla 
In Pailiamenti is not in the leail to be queftioned. hrom tho 
little Knowledge I have in this Way, I think it is evident, 
that no Parljameatary Attack upon a MiniAer ever pro- 
ceeded iiom private Views or perfonai Animofiues* but 
whea the Attack was patronized by a Court^Fa^on, Sap* 
ported by a packM or a penfionaiy Farliamatt. In the Reign 
ef Rkbard the lid. the Axchbiihop of Canterbury^ aod the 
Eads of Aruniil and JVarnuifk were pnofeaited, and mc^ 
wijuilly condenmed in Parliament ; but every ope knoivs^ i^ 
was by a P^ioment moft illegally packed by a Court*Fa£iioa 
^r that very Purpofe : And ta the Reign dlOforUs ifae lid. 
the £arl of Clarendon was profecutBd in Parliaxneni; and 
mod unjttftly haniihed by Ad of FariiaAient ; bat it is well 
known, that the Profecution was fpiritrd up a^inll him by 
la Couit-'Fadion, and the Pailiament that banubed him ba^ 
ever iince its Diflbiution, been branded with the fcandakwif 
Epithet of a Penfionary Bu-liament. In ferearai other Ae^gn. 
we may find InjuHice done by Pariiaments mder the Influ- 
ence, and by the Contrivanoe of the Mioifiers of the Ciown i 
but from the Beginning of our Hiflory to this very Day, I 
believe, we can nnd no one Example of a Minifier^s having 
had Injpftice done him by Parliament, as long as he re- 
mained in the Favour, and under the Prote^ion of the 
Crown. £ven in King Charles the lii's Time^ if the Par- 
liament took fome extraordin^iy Steps, not altogether agree- 
able to our Conditution, it was occafioned by the C;*jnes 
and MiiHemeanors of the Minifiers, and by the extraordinary 
Methods they took for fcreening themfelves againft the Laws 
of their Country. Therefore, from Experience we have no 
Reafon to be cautious of addrefilng for the Removal of a 
Minifter, but have great Reaibn to guard againU a Mini- 
iler*s Power growing to that exceffive Height, as to render 
k impofltble to remove or punifli him by the ordiaaiy Me- 
thods preTcribed by our Con(litution ; and this will be the 
Cafe, if ever a Minifter fhould be able, by thofe comipt 
and illegal Means^ which, the- Favour of theCtown mayoov 
fomifh mm with^ to comjaaod a M^rity in both Hoofo 
ofParlianMBt. 

* That Minifters are not infallible, that they are liable to 
the fame Paifions and Afie^ons with other Men is what I 
(hall mofl readily admit. But, my Lords, there is aiveiy 
great Difference between a Minifter*s being ^dlible, and his 
Qe!ing*Qer4!r in the Right : There is a voiy grpat* Difieicnce 
hMms a.MbiftfBr's beiiigfiibjcd IP tfafr littler 
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^tdcnt to hitman Nature, atid his wftifying, fhtd* the whole Aim. 14 Oeoit 
Tenor of his Condaftj a fettled Defign to render his Power in- "74^* 
concroulab'e by the Laws and ConfHtation of his Country. That " 
this h the Cafe, with regard to the Minifter whofe C^ndu^is 
now under our Coniider^iony is, I am fair, falpeded by a 
great Part of the Nation, and mail, I think, appear evident to 
every one that ferioufly«nd impaitialiy confiders theHiftoiy 
of his Adminiilration. In all the extraolidinary Events that 
have happened fmce his Acceilion to Power, he has t^^n that 
Part which was moft inconfiftent with the trae Interefl of his 
Country : He has oppoied or dficoncerted every Scheme that 
has been offered for the real Good of his Comitry ; and all the 
Proje<5ls that he has eitbier offered or patronized, have been inch 
as tended to increafe the Power of the Crown, by adding to its 
unaccounted-for Revenue, or multijplying the ^ofis in its arbi- 
trary Difpolal, and thereby giving its Miniiiers the Means^of 
acquiring a corrupt Influence, both in Parliament and at 
Elections. 

' I am far from faying, that this proceeds from his Weak* 
ne(s. No, my Lords, it proceeds, I believe, from a well« 
concerted, but wicked Scheme, for putting it in the Power of 
MiaiAers to make themfelves Mailers of our Conilitntiony h^ 
having always a Majority in Parliament attached to their parti- 
cular Intereft, and readv to obey their Commands. It is this 
that has made him in afi foreign Affairs takethat Part, which 
was inconfiflent with the true Intereil of his Country : It is this* 
that has made him oppofe every feafible Scheme for paying ofT 
our Debts, abolifhmg our Taxes, or reducing the Number of 
our Officers and Placemen ; and it is this that has made him 
project and patronize fo many Schemes for increafuig the Power 
of the Crown by adding to its Revenue, and by multiplying 
Revenue^Officers, and jSccife and Penal Laws. My Lords^ 
his Defign to overturn the Liberties of his Country, is, I think, 
evident from the foreign Meafures he has puitued. Let us ex- 
amine our HiHories, and we fhall find it to have been an efla- 
blifhed Maxim with every Minifter, who defigned the Over- 
throw of our Conftitution, That a firm Friendlhip and intimate 
Correfpondcnce was to be prefcrved with the Court of France ; 
and the Maxim is, indeed, moft reafonable and necelTary for 
fucceeding in fuch a Defign; for it would be impolfible to 
fucceed, if the Court of Frawr^ fhould efpoufe and affill the 
Party that would of coutfe be formed in this Kingdom 
againft fuch. an Adminiftration. For the Proof of what 
I fay, I need go no farther back than the Reigns of Cbarks 
and Janus the- 'lid. In both thefe Reigns the Interefl oF 
*this Nation^ and the Prefervation of the fiallance of Powet 
in Europe^ were &crificed to the- cukirating of a preca- 
iioDs^ a ruinous Friendihip with France i aad this ^ 
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i4Goo.n.kiiow proceeded from the Minifters in both thofe Rei^ 
^7¥>' having a Defign againft the Liberties of their Coantry 

' The Defigm they had, my Lords, are now well known : 
The Deiigns of our prefent MiniHer are not as yet publidy 
known $ Siey cannot be proved, whilft he continues in Power ; 
but as his ConduA ^m the very Beginning of his Adminif- 
tration has, with regard to Franci^ been the fame, we ought 
to fuppofe that his Defigns are of the (ame Nature i and wc 
ought to be the more jealous of them, becaufe the Crown has 
now a great deal more Money, and a much greater Num- 
ber of Po(b and Offices to beftow ; and I am afraid the Vir- 
tue of the People is not fo impregnable as it was at that 
Time ; for Corruption, by long Impunity, and by the Mul- 
titude of the Guilty, is now, 1 fear, fo fiur fiom being ican- 
dalous, that it is become fafhiooable. 

Considering what has been already {aid by the two noble 
Lcmis, that have fpoke upon the lame Side with me, I need 
not enter into a Detail of our foreign Meafures, in order m 
frew, how ynuch th^ have all been calculated for the In- 
terefb of France^ and how often, or how long the Intereft 
of this Nation, and the Safety of Europe^ have been iacrificed 
to the Views of the French Court This has been already 
fo fully and fo clearly explained, that thofe who are not al- 
ready convinced, will not, I am fure, be convinced by any 
Thing I can add upon that SubjedL Bat as our guaranly- 
•jng the Pragmatic Sanaion in 1731, may fcem to be a fort 
of Deviation in our Miniiler, I (hall beg leave to make fome Ob- 
servations upon that Treaty. I have no occafion, my Lords, 
to explain the unlucky Circumftances our Minifler had re- 
duced us to by that ridiculous Article in the Seville Treaty, 
relating to the Introdu6tion of Stanifh Troops into Italj, This 
Introdi^\ion we had obliged ouHelves to efie£hiate without LoG 
of 1 ime ; and this Obligation we could not perform but by 
one of thefe two Methods : either by joining with France arJd 
ISpain in a War againft the Emperor^ or by making fuch C6n* 
ceflions to the Emperor^ as • mignt induce him not to oppofe 
that Introdudion. Our Miniiler had not then made hiinfeif 
fo much Mailer of our Parliaments or £le£b'ons, as that he 
could exped to get a Parliament of Great-Britain^ to appn>\-e 
of his joining with France and Spain in a War againft the 
EmperoTy nor were our Armies become fo mercenary as to 
fupport him againft the Parliament ; therefore he was forced 
to chufe the other Method, of making foch Cbnceflions to 
the Emperor^ as might induce him not to oppofo this Intro- 
dudion f and nothing but a general, abfolute, and unlimited 
Guaranty of the Pragmatic San&ioH could iatisfy his Im- 
peiial Mqefty. 
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Thus, my Lords, we may fee, that it was not Choice, but Ann.14Gco.lL 
% Neceflity he had lMt>ught upon hinifelf, that forced our ^_^^^' 
Minifter into this Guaranty, and the Coniequences have llicwn, 
that he never had an Intention to perform it ; (6 that it 
cannot be made ufe of as an Argument for (hewing, that he 
has ever once departed from the Maxim of cultivating a clofe 
Correfpondence with the Court of France ; and if v/e were 
Mailers of all that was at tliat Time tranfa£lcd bctvt'een us 
and France^ cfpecioUy with regard to the Affairs of Poland^ 
it might perhaps appear, that the Guaranty he thus e^g igcd 
ifl, was no Sufpeniion or Infraction of that Correfpondcuce. 
As to the Guaranty itfelf, I ihall in the general approve of 
it, but I Cannot approve of the Method by which we were 
drawn into it, nor can I approve of our having entered in- 
to it without (bme previous Conceflions from the Court of 
Viemuiy in Favour of ibme of the other Princes of the Empire. 
"We then knew, that fevcral Princes of the Empire had Claims 
and Complaints againli the Houfe of Avftria : We knew that 
upon the EmperQr'% Demife, without Heirs male of his Body,' 
theie Princes would endeavour to vindicate what they thought 
their Right ; and therefore, before we entered into any Gua- 
ranty of the Pragmatic San^ion^ we (hould have endeavoured 
to unite as much as poifible all the Princes of the Germa- 
mc Body in the iame Guaranty, by fiipulating fome Satis- 
£i£lion for them with regard to the Rights they feverally 
pretend to. Some few Concefiions from the Court of Viettruu 
would then have iatisfied moft of them, whereas, as the Cafe 
now (lands, I am afraid, it will be impoilible to unite thofe 
Princes in any one Scheme for preferving the Tranquillity of 
their Country ; and if the War which is aheady begun, fhould 
become general throughout Qermattf^ we fhall fee the Balance 
of Power in Europe overturned, or this Nation engaged in a 
War as dangerous and ezpenfive as any we were ever en- 
gaged in. 

From what I have iaid, my Lords, it will appear, that 
CMir Miniiler has, ever fince his getting at the Head of the 
Admini^tion, without the lead voluntary Deviation, purfued 
that Maxim which was never laid down by any Adminiilra- 
tion in this Kingdom, but by fuch as had formed Dcfigns a- 
gainfl the Liberties of their Country j which, in my Opini- 
on, is a ilrong Prefumption of his having ibme Defigns of the 
fame Nature, tho' he takes a very different Method for car- 
rying them into Execution. In former Times, the Crown 
had but very little Money, and very few lucrative Places, to 
difpofe of, therefore, they could never carry Corruption fuch 
a Length as to affed our £ledions ; and if they, by that 
Means, iecured at* any Time a Majority in Fariiament, this 
1740. '42 Majority 
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Ann- 14 Geo. II. Majority was daily decaying by the new Elections gping mofflf " 
I740* againft the Couit Party. Thia laid them under a Ncoeiity oi 
^ making their Attacks upon the Conftitiitkxi, by ftirtchii;^ the 
Prerogatives of the Crown beyond their juft Bounds, and this 
always gave the People an immediate and a general Alarum. 
But now Conruptioa may be carried fuch a Leocdi as to af- 
kCt moil of the £ledk>ns in the Kingdom ^ and theidoic it 
woukl be ridicubus in an ambitious or wicked Minifter to 
carry on his Attacks upon our Conftitutbn by any odier 
Means. If none of the Prerogatives of the Crown are now 
ftretched beyond their due Bounds : If noScverities are made 
ufe 9f again^ particular Perfoas : If a greater Indulgence be 
allowed both in writing and fpeakii^ than was al&wcd in 
ibnner Times : If the private Property of no Man be invaded 
or encroached on contmiy to Law : we are not fiom thence 
to judge that our Conftitutioa is in no Danger ^ for if a 
Minifter can always iecure a Majority in i^Iiament, and 
thereby have what Lawshe thinks pBopcr, and whatever Sums 
of Money he oleafes, without Account, it would be ridicnkMis 
in him to maltt ufe of any of thcfe alarming Methods, or 
to give himielf any Trouble about what may be fiud or wnte 
ag^nil him. • He. depends upon what he can give, and not up- 
on what he can £iy^ for an Approbation of every Thing he 
propofes ; and thoelbrt, he hsu no Occafttu to troofak hk 
Head about what is &id or wrote a^^nft it. And as he 
may have by AA of Parliament what Sha« he plcafes of 
the Property of every Man in the Kingdom, he has no Oc- 
cafion to invade the Property of any particular Man. 

This, my Lords, has often made me wonder at the Weak- 
neis of (bme People, who cry. How can your Liberties be in 
Danger, when the private Property oi no Man is invaded ? 
When the Liberty of the Pids is indulged as moch as it 
ever was in this or any other Country ? and when the Kii^ 
in every Thing, makes the Laws of the Land the Rule of 
his Government f My Lords, theie Things may all be in Ap- 
pearence, and yet we may have no liberty left ; for if the Bit- 
niilers of die Crown, by Means of Cocruptioo, have got ihm 
Diredion of moft of our Ekdions, and oonfequendy rendered 
themfelves fecure of a Majority in every Parliament, wc have 
no Liberty ; we have the Shadow only of a free Govcni- 
ment. The Miniiiers may be (o wife as to abftain irooi 
particular Oppreifions, or particular A6b of Violence, but the 
People in general will be oppreSedy and the Government will 
be a general and continued A£t of Violence. This was die 
Cafe of Romt under Julius and Aiguftus Cafar : This has 
in every Country been the Cafe of au Arbitrary Government 
in its Infancy ; for if the Foimd^rr of an Arbitrary Govern- 
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flionld commit partkakr AQs of Vioknoe, or opprefiAnn. i4G«o. II. 
particular Men, before the People are accuftomed to the Bit, . !Z^ 
like an unbroken Colt, they would break their own Necks, 
cr the Neck of their Rkler. But after the People have been 
lor fome Time accuftomed to the fiit, and by good Uiage 
indiiced to fubmit to it, Oppreifion in eveiy Shape will at 
Lift cregp in opon them, as it did at Rom fixm after the 
Dieath ox Angwfius C^far\ and then the Opprefibr may fbmetimes 
fnftr by the defperate Refentment of thos he has oporefled, or 
the m^rateftd Ambition of thofe he has advanced, but the 
People will find no Relief, unlefi it be that melancholy one, 
a Change of Oppreilbrs. 

This Aigument, my Lords, I thought myfelf obliged to 
take Notke of, becaufe I have often houd it urged, againft 
thofe who intimate a laudable Jeakxiiy of our C6nftitution*s 
beiif at prefent in Danger fiom the flow, bat fure Attacksof 
CorrupcioD. Thefe Attacks are the moil dangerous, becaule 
1^ are the mofl imperceptible. By a vulgar Eye they can- 
not be difeemed, but, I Ime, they, will never long eicape 
the piercii^ Eye of this Aflembly : And, as ibon as we do 
perceive th«n, as ibon as we do but fdpeft that any Mi- 
nifter has formed fiich Deik;ns, I hope we fhall always take 
the beft and mofl obvious Method for preventing them, which 
is by removii^ that Minifter from his Majefty*s Councils and 
Preience. That we have Reaibn to fufped the Minifler whofe 
Omdud is now under our Confideration, of having formed 
fnch Defigns, has been, in this Debate, I think, made ma- 
mkk ftom the Meafures, both foreign and domeflic, which 
he has, without Deviation, pwfued ever fince bis Acoeffion to 
Power ; and in fuch a OUe'fhall we fay, fhall any Lord in 
this Hade &y, that we ought not to addrefi the King to 
remove him, unle^ it appears that he has been guilty of fome 
enormous cSime, or of luch a Series of Miicondu^ as evi- 
dently fhews him to be a very weak Man \ My Lords, the 
wlwle Tenor of his Conduct has been a Series of the moil ma- 
niftfl Wealaiefi, or it has been a Series of the moil enormous 
Crimes. If he has no fuch Defign, as I have £ud I fufpeft 
him of, his Condudl ftom the Beginning of his Adminifbation 
to this very Day, has been a Series of the moft monftroos 
Weaknefi : If he has fuch a Defign, it has been a Series of 
the moft heinous, the moft dangerous Crimes. 

By the Aiguments that have been made ufe of in this De- 
bate, it would ieem as if fome Lords thought, that a Mini- 
fter ought never to be removed ; and that afbr he has once 
got himielf at the Head of the Adminiftration, he has as 
good a Tide to continue there, as a Man has to continue 
in the Fbifeffion of his Eftate s for this muft be the Cafe, if 
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Ann. 14. Geo. II. a Minifler is never to be removed unlcfi he be condemned 
'74 0^ as a Criminal by a Court of Juftice, or declared an Ideot 
by a Court of Chancery. My Lords, I happen to be of a 
very diHt:rent Opinion : I think, no Minifler ought to be al- 
lowed to continue long in his Place, and that therefore, if 
the King does nqt remove him, the Parliament ought, even 
though he has never been guilty either of Wickedncfs or Weak- 
nef^. In all free Governments it is a Maxim : It is the eiien-< 
tial Quality, the dilHnguiihing Character of a free Govern- 
ment, That the Obnduft of every Minider and Magiilrate 
ought, and may be UridUy and impartially enquired into, fay 
the AiTcrnbly of the People. For this Reafon, in all well- 
conftituted Governments, thofe who have the fupreme execu- 
tive Power of the Society in their Hands, are never concinacd 
for any long Time in their Potts ; becaufe, whilfl they have 
the Power and the Money of the Society at their Conunand, 
it i^ very difHcuIt to make a llri£l and impartial Enquiry into 
their Condud. By our Conttitution the King is never to ac- 
count for his Condu^l, becaufe, though a great Part of the 
executive Power be lodged in him, yet he is fuppofed to do 
all by Jus Minitters ; and for this Reaibn his Miniflers, tho* 
named by him, are always liable to a ttrift Account in Paiik- 
ment ; but this ftridl Account they can never eafily be biot^ht 
to, as long as they continue in the Favour of the Crown, 
and coniequcntly at the Head of the Adminiibation ; there- 
fore, accoiding to the Maxim cllablifhed in all £iec and weil- 
conflituted Governments, our Miniflers ought never Co be al- 
lowed to continue long at the Head of the Adminifhadoo, 
which a Favourite wiU always be, as long as he is allowed to 
remain in the Cbuncils or Prefence of his Sovereign. 

From hence, my Lords, we mutt fee, that tlus Addrefi 
would be agreeable to our Conftitution, and that we ought 
to agree to it, even although our prefent Minitter could nei- 
ther be accufed, nor Qy much as fufpeded of any weak Mea-r 
fures or wicked Deiigns; but as it has been (hewn in this 
Debate, that he mutt be fufpedled, nay, that he mutt be 
guilty, either of the one or the other ; this general Argument, 
which is founded' upon the very Nature of a free Govetn- 
ment, is no Way neceflary for prevailing with us to agree 
to this Addrefs. But in order to excufe our Minitter, and 
to And out any Reafon but the true one, ibr the general 
Sufpicions and univerial Odium that prevail againft him, it 
fecTJs the whole People of England are to be accuied of In- 
juicicf, snd of infiuing upon what, in the Nature of Things, 
is rut to be ex;>eded. To have the Government adminifbed, 
MvA all tlje Liids of it anfwered, without putting them to any 
Trouble or E::pence. My Lords, I will venture to become 
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an Advocate for the Feojple of England i I will venture to Ann. i4Geo.U* 
ailert, that no general Safpicion was ever raifed among them '74o. 
without a juil (Ground: That they never complained of any ^"^ 
Trouble they were put to, if it was really neceflary for their 
own Protcftion ; and that they never murmured at any Ex- 
pence, if it was neceflary, and frugally applied, for anfwer- 
ing the Ends of Society. This I will venture to aflert; 
and I will appeal to the whole Tenor of our Hiftories for 
a Confirmation of what I fay. 

I fhall grant, my Lords, that every Man in the Admini- 
Uration muft neceffarily make fome perfonal Enemies; but 
not near fo many as the noble Lord would iniinuate; for 
when, of a Number of Candidates for any Poll in his Gift, 
he prefers him who is apparently the beft entided, none of 
the reft will complain, and the Hopes of Succefs in their next 
Suit will keep them attached to his Irtereft. If the Dif- 
pofal of Polls and Offices were a Difadvantage to a Mini- 
iter, as the noble Lord has endeavoured to make us believe, 
wc fliould not fee Minift.rs To fond of encreafmg the Num- 
ber of thofe Polls and Officers that are at the abfolutc Dif- 
pofid of the Crown, nor ihould we find them fb unwilling to 
put with the Di^fal of thofe Polls and Offices, which they 
are entitled to by the prcfent Model of our Conllitution. A 
MiniHer kno^\'s, that by the Difpofal of fuch Polls and Offi- 
ces he can make a great many perfonal Friends, that by the 
Expedation of the next Preferment he may keep a great 
many attached to his perfonal Jnterell ; and that if any are 
fo hardy, as to dcchre themfelves his perfonal Enemies, it' 
will be impoffible for them to form any confiderable Party 
againfl him, as long as his Meafures are fuch as but feem- 
ingly tend to the pub'ic Good. Miniflers, my Lords, I fhall 
allow, may in many Things be compared to Attomies at 
Law, and in nothing more aptly than in this, that they ge- 
nerally iacrifice the Caufe of their Client to their own In- 
terefl ; and in Law, as well as State- Affairs, we fhall find, 
that an Attorney never gets a general bad Chara^r without 
ibme very jull Foundation ; which, in the Caie now before 
us, ought to be particularly attended to, and will be a very 
jlrong Argument for the Addrefs propofed. 

The noble Lord was pleafed to throw out a Defiance for 
any one to fhcw, how a greater Part of our public Debts 
might have been paid off than has aftually been, without 
laying new or heavier Taxes upon the People ; becaufe, faid 
he, our free Revenue is not fufficient for anfwering our an* 
nual Expence. This Chulle-.ge, my Lords, I will accept of, 
and will endeavour to flicw, that our free Revenue hns for 
near 20 Years been a great d«al more than fufficient for 

anfwering 
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Aon. 14 Geo.U.anfiverin| onr annual Expence, if we had kept up no greate 
y^- , Armies £an were iieoe&y» paid bo unnecefiaiy PenSon^ nor 
"^ fitted out any ufelefi Squadrons. For this Pnrpofe, my Loids, 

I will build my Calculations upon thofe made in a Pamph- 
let, puUiihed towaxds the latter End of Queen Aum\ 
Reign, and . fuppofed to have been wrote by a ytrj near 
Friend of the Minifter, whofe Condud we are now cmfi- 
dering. The Author of that Pamphlet reckons 350,000/ a 
Year fofficient for the Support of all the Guards and Gaixi- 
.fims we ought to ha^e here at hcmie^ and 120,000/. a Year 
infiicient for the Ordinary of the Navy i and I will £iy, that 
coo,ooo/. a Year is fufficient for the Civil Lift, if no xSk- 
leis nor dangerous Pensions were paid out of it ; and if to 
thefe three Sums we add $20,000/ a Year for maintaining 
10,000 Seamen, and 300,000/. a Year for defraying the Ex- 
pence of the OGoe of Ordnance, and for fuppoiting our Ga- 
rifons at Gibrabar; Pori-MahoH^ and in the PUaHathms, the 
whole neceilary annual Expenoe of this Natkm wodd amooat 
to no more than i ,790,000 /. To which I fhall add 210/xx) /. 
yearly for buUding Churches, endowing Hoipitals, iectlhig 
Colonies, and other the like extraordinaiy Chaiges^ which 
we have but lately £dlen into, in older to make up an even 
Sam of tw9 MiUkHi yearly. 

At this Rate, my Lords, the whole neceflkry annual Ex- 
pence of this Nation, in Time of Peace, which would have 
Dcen our Cafe for near 20 Years paft, perhaps I may £7, 
ever iince the Death of Queen Jtme^ if we had not unne* 
ceilarily engaged ourfelves in fome foreign Difputes we had 
nothing to do with : I fay, the whde neceilary annual Ex- 
pence of this Nation for near 20 Years pafl would, in this 
Cafe, have amounted to no more than fwo Millions Sterfii^. 

And now, my Lords, let us compute the fiee Revenue, 
that is, the Revenue which is not mortgaged for the Pay- 
ment of any old Debt. The Land Tax at 2 j. in the Ponnd, 
is generally computed at a Milium a Year, and the Mak 
Tax at 700^000/ a Year; but as there may be a Defi- 
ciency in each, I fhall compute them both but at 1,600,000/ 
a Year ; and though the Ci^l-Lift Itruenue is generally 
computed at a Milium a Year, I fhall reckon it but at 
900,000/ which makes in the Whole 2,500,000/ fite 
Revenue yearly. From whence we may fee, that if for 
this lafl 2o Years we had kept up no greater Land* Amies 
than were necef&ry, nor paid any unnecef&ry Pen£ons, nor 
fitted out ufele6 Squadions, inftead of encroachii^ upon 
the Sinking Fund, we might have added 500,000/ to it 
yearly, for paying off our old Debts, without layii^ any 
new or heavier Taxes upon the People ; and if to thu 

we 
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this we had added what might have been faved by abolifh-j^, i^G^^u; 

ing all Sioe-Core Pofts, and ledudng all excn-bitant Salaries, * 1740. * 

in the Management and Colkdion of the public Revenue, ^ 

and had taken proper Methods for reducing the Intereft of 

Money, I may venture, to fay, that by this Time moft of 

thofe Taxes that lie heavy upon poor Labourers and Mana« 

fedures, would have been aboliihed, and the mateft Fart 

of our public DebCs^ if not the Whole> ablohitely dif- 

charged. 

Figures, my Lords, are ibbbom Thin« : They will noe 
cive Way to Eloquence, nor can the Concwfbns drawn fiom 
them be evaded by the moft cunning Sophiftry. There is^ 
therefore, no Anfwer can be nuule to what I have advanced, 
except what the n6ble Lord took Care to make ufe of by 
^ying, that no public Expence has been incurred, but what 
was at that Time thoi^ht neceilaiy for the public Safety. 
By whom, my Lords, were the fevrnl Articles of extraordi* 
naiy ExpoKe we have incurred, thought neceflary ? Not, I 
am fore, by the Majority of the Nation, nor by any unpie- 
jodioed Man in the Kii^om. They were thought neceflkiy 
fay the Minifter only, smd fuch as were at that Time pre« 
judiced in Favour of every Thing he propofed This Sort of 
Prgudice has often a very ftrong ESe£t upon the Judgments 
of the moft Difcerning, and this Prejudice in Favour of a 
Minifter, whilft he keeps within any Bounds, may very much 
contribute towards procuring him a Parliamentaxy Approba- 
tion of Meafures that are^ui their Cbniequenoet very perni- 
cious ; but as thefo Confequenoes are now become apparent 
to the whdle Workl, tho* they couM not be forefeen bv thofe 
that were prgudiced in his Favour, they are now rat evea 
by them, and this muft make them now condemn what they . 
were fonnerly induced by their Prejudice to approve of. 

For this Reafon, my Ixrds, if pernicious Meafures, or un- 
iieceffiuy Expences have been approved of Parliament, thk 
is no Reafon againft their being now condrmned even by thofe 
who have fonnerly approved 5 them. In Afiirs of a poli- 
tical Nature, the beft, the moft honeft may err in their Ju(%« 
ments, efpecially when they judge in Favour of perfonal Friend- 
ihip; but when they difcover their Error, and fold that their 
native Country has thereby been brought into Diftreis, or, I may 
iky, to Hie ft-ink of Ruin, they are bound both in Juftioe 
and Honour to make the beft Atonement they can to their 
Country, by addreffing to remove the Minifter who has led 
tiiem into that Error s for to focriiice our Country to any 
perfonal Friendftiip, muft be allowed to be a Crime of the 
moft heinous Nature. For the iame Reafon I muft think, 
the noUe Locd has not now any great Reafon to boaft of 

th« 
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Amxu T4Geo. II. the good Luck he has had to fee his Opinion confirmed hf 
'74 0^ the Majority of both Houfes of Parliament. He muft know 
that his Opinion has been generally condemned by the Ma- 
jority of the Nation ; and he mud now find it condemned 
by the necefTary Confequences of Things ; for I will ap- 
peal to the common Senie of Mankind, if ever this Nation 
^vas in greater Danger of being invaded, if ever our Allies 
were in greater Danger of bcine fwallowed up, if ever the 
Balance of Power was in greater Danger of being overturned, 
than at this Inilant ; and to the fame I will appeal, after 
what has been faid in this Debate, if all thefe Dangers have 
not naturally arifen from our having too much cultivated a 
Correfpondence with France y for our luiving reHored theCorrcf- 
pondence between France and Spain^ fix)m our having laid a 
Foundation for a Breach between Spain and the Emperor^ 
and for our having left the latter to the Mercy of his Ene- 
mies at a Time when, I think, we were bound both in 
Honour and Intercft to affift him. The noble Lord has there- 
fore now no great Reafon to boaft of his Opinion's having 
been confirmed by both Houfes of 'Parliament. And if the 
general Opinion of the Nation be right, if the Approbation 
of Parliament has been owing to any Sort of corrupt Influence^ 
no Man can have Reafon to be proud of his having been 
one of fuch a Majority ; but upon the contrary, fuch an uni- 
form and fufpicious Concurrence of Parliament, with every 
Thing the Miniiter was plealed to propofe, becomes an additi«- 
onal, and a ilrong Reafon for the Removal of that Minifler. 
I am really amazed, my Lords, to hear it fo much as pre- 
tended, that the Dutch were in Danger of being attacked, 
in confequence of the Treaty between Spain and the Emperor 
in 1725. It is furpriaung that we.fhould at that Time have 
been more afraid of their being attacked than they were them- 
felves ; for it is very well known, that they were not Parties- 
Contradors in the Treaty of Hano^er^ tho' they were named 
as fuch : It is known, that they did not accede to it till 
near a Year after it was made, and that their Accefiion was 
then procured with great Difficulty,* and under feveral Re- 
ftridions ; therefore the Danger the Dutch were in of being 
atuck'd, could be no reafonable Motive for our engaging in 
that Treaty j and if the French were in any Danger of being 
attacked by the Emperor and Spain^ it was not furely the 
Intereft of this Nation to prevent that Attack, becauie fuch 
a War would have been of great Service to the Trade of 
this Kingdom, and wc fhould have had it in our Power to 
diredt or put a Stop to the Progrefi of the Arms of cither 
Side, whenever we thought proper. 
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lb prderve the Tranquility of Euref^ is a very good and Ann. 14 Gco.II. 
ft very Chriftian-like Maxim, but we have of late Years ,- ^^ 
pitihed it ib far, that it is really become ridiculous. The 
true Intereft of this Nation is not Co much to preierve the 
Tranquility of Europe^ as to take Caie of the Balance of Pow- 
er in Eurofe, and for this Purpofe to take Care, that in every 
War that happens, the Parties engaged fhall be as equally 
matched as poflible, and that no one Power ihall pufh its 
Succeis io fax as to bring that Balance into Danger. If the 
Empenfr and Spain had an Intention to attack France^ in 
conkquenoe of the Treaty of Vienna^ we may be Y^ry well 
afiured, they would not have attacked, or offended the Dutch 
at the £ime Time ; and if France had been attaclCd by the 
united Power of the Emperor and Spaitiy the Parties engaged 
would have been fo equally matched, that both would have 
taken Care not to pufh the War fo far, or in that Way, 
as might throw the Power of this Nation into the other Side 
of the iScale j therefore, if we were to chufe, I will be bold 
to iay, we could aot chufe a War in Europe that would be 
more beneficial, or lefs dangerous to thb Nation, than a War. 
between the En^rer and Spain of one Side, and France alone 
on the other Side. From whence I muft fuppofe, either 
that thole who advifed the Treaty of Eanxmer^ and die Steps 
takcai in Purfuance of that Treaty, did not underftand the 
Intereft of their Country, or that they had Motives very 
diJiind from the Interefl of their Country. But after we had 
made that Treaty, and had, by the Meafures we took in 
Purfuance thereof, brought on a Rupture between Spain and 
us, it was very iurprizing, we did not take that Opportuni- 
ty to compel the Spaniards to make Satisfaction for all the In- 
juries they had done us, and to give up, in the mofl ex- 
pre& Terms, the unjuft Pretences they had fet up againU 
us in America^ particularly that of iearching and ieizmg our 
Ships, on Pretence of their having contraband Goods on 
Jboard. 

To pretend, my Lords, that we had then nothing to aik 
from Spain but a Renewal and Confirmation of former Treaties, 
and Reparation for our Merchants, is very furprizing. Had 
.not the Spaniards^ under Colour of thofe very Treaties, fet 
XSp a Right to fearch our Ships in the Jmerican Seas, and 
to fdae them, if they found fuch iGoods on board as they were 
pleaft^ to call contraband ? Had not they, under Colour of 
4hofe \^rf Treaties, fet up a Right to exclude us from cut- 
ting Logwood in the Bay of Honduras f Had not they, under 
4ColQur of thofe very Treaties, iet up a Right to build Forts 
which command, and coniequently render ufelefs a great 
Part of Gibraltar f AndjcouU we fuppofe, that any of thefc 
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Ann. i4Geo. II. pretended Rights would be given up by a general Renewal 
1740. and Confirmation of our fcrmer Treaties ? We ought, there- 
fore, to have infilled upon their giving up every one of thcfe 
pretended Rights in the moft explicit Terms. If we had 
done this, and had made them fevercly fmart for the Inju- 
ries and lufults they had put upon U5, we might have truHed 
to Stipulations tor Reparation and Satisfaftion \ but when we 
Ihewt'd ourfelves fo fond of Peace, as to iacrifice our undoubted 
Right?, rather than to continue or pu(h the War, could we 
expcft tliey would fhew the leaft Regard to the Stipulatioss 
they mr.de with us ? It is, therefore, aftonilhing to hear it 
row faid, that we obtained, by the Treaty of Seville, all 
we had, to alk at that Time from Sfain\ And that Treaty's 
having been approved of by Parliament, is of no Weight in 
this l-)cbate ; for it is not the firft Time we have icen a 
Miniller condemned in a following Sefiion for a Treaty that 
has had the Approbation of a preceding Se£on of Parlia- 
xncnt ? 

But fuppoie, my Lords, we were induced to accept of Ac 
Treaty of Se^nlUy by a Belief that the Sfaniards would per- 
form the Stipulations they had made with us, and that they 
would dcfiil from the pretended Rights they had fet up againft 
us, what was the Realba of our fittirtg ftill after they re- 
fufed, or moft unreafonably delay'd to perform any Part of 
the Stipulations they had made with us, and after we fband, 
that they infifled upon and profecuted their pretended Rights 
with as much Vigour as ever ? This was the Qife beibie 
the War broke out between them and the Emperor '\Vk. 1733, 
which afforded us an excellent Opportunity for compelling 
them to perform all the Stipulations they had made with os, 
and to give up in the moil exprefe Terms every pretended 
Right they had fet up againft us. Whether we were oUiged 
to aiTift the Emperor in that War or no, fuiely we ought 
to have taken that Opportunity for compelling Spmin to do 
us Juilice. At that Time, the Court of ^ain \^'ould have 
done us Juftice, if we had but infifted peremptorily upon it. 
But from the Papers upon our Table it appears, that wc never 
once inade a peremptory Demand. This Condudt it is im- 
poflible to account for any other Way than by admitting, 
that our Minifter was afraid of doing any Thing, or even 
of ufking any Thing that might give Umbrage to the Court 
of France. Inllead of affiiling our Allies, and vindicating the 
Rights of our Country, we continued our perplexed Nego- 
tiations, without taking any one Step that could be eflFe^hol, 
cither for preferving the Balance of Power in Europe, or ftir 
putting an End to the Encroachments that Spain had for fo 
many Years been making upon U6» 
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I lay, my Loids, without taking any one Step that could Ann.^H Cm. Il- 
iac efiednai ; for the Preparations we mide, and the Expence '7^°* 
wc put ourfelves to, had a quite contrary EiFe£L The Court 
of France^ or any other Court in Eurc^e that defires to fee 
the Ruin of this Nation, will always be glad to iee us put 
ourielves to unneceflary Expences, which every warlike Pre- 
paration mud be, when it is made before we have refolved 
to make ufe of it. Armies may be fo foon raifcd, and Squa- 
drons may be (b fpeedily fitted out in this Kingdom, that, 
when any fuch are raifed or fitted out, before we have im- 
mediate Occafion for them, I fhall always believe, and our 
natural Enemies will fuppofe, it is done not to attack them, 
but to amuie our own People. Let us recolle£l wkit was done 
in K. Charles the lld*s Reign. I'he Preparations he made, 
before and during the Treaty of NimcTuen, put the Nation 
to a vaft Expence ; but had they any EStSt upon the Court 
of FrafKty againil whom they were pretended to be made ? 
No, my Lords, that Court were well aiTured that thefe 
Preparations were made, not with a Deiign to attack them, 
but to amofe our own People ; and therefore, they were 
pleafed with feeing us put ourfelves to fuch a ridiculous Ex- 
pence. I hope this was not the Cafe, with regard to the 
Preparations we made during the late War between, them 
and the Emperor, But whatever may be in this, I am very 
certain it is not oar Preparations, but our Refolutions that 
can have any Efledt upon the Meafures of any Cou^t in 
Europe ; becaufe, without the latter, the former can (ignify 
nothing, and when Refolutions are taken. Preparations may 
ibon be made. It was not upon that Occafion our Pre- 
parations, nor, I believe, our Refolutions, that fct Bounds to 
the Views of France : it was their finding it impoflible for 
them to fucoced in their Defign upon Poland^ and the Muf- 
iwite Troops having obtained Jjeave to march thro* the 
Empire \ for they fien faw themfelves in Danger of being 
overpowered, by the Armies brought from Mujcovy and Po- 
iand to the Afilftancc of the Emperor, 

This, my Lords, mull fhew what an excellent Opportuni- 
ty we then had for adjufling, to our own Satisfadion, all 
oar Differences with Spain \ and for obtaining fiom them 
what Securities or Pledges we pleafed to infill on, for their 
future good Behaviour in the Weft-Indies, I am furprized 
to hear it ^d, that the Spa7iiards had given us no new Caufe 
of Complaint. Had not they fearched, feized, and coniif- 
cated many of our Ships, after the Titaty of Srui/le, and be- 
fore their attacking the Emperor ? Had not our Mercliants, 
the very next Year after the Treaty of Seville^ brought new 
Complaints upon that Subjed into Parliament ? And as to th^ 
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Ann. 14. Geo. II. Orders feftt by Ac King of Sfah in 1732, to hb Cover- 
'7 4^ nors in America , on which w noble Lord was pkaied to 
lay (o great a Strefs^ thofe very Ofders ought to Inve made 
us reTolve upon a Declaration of War. In dieie Orders his 
OithoL'c Majefiy commands his Governors not to allow anf 
of his Subjedls to moleft or abofe EngUfi Ships (ailing in the 
jlmerican Seas, fi long as tbiy keep in their proper Dsfiamcej, 
and are not concerned in oftf illicit Trade, Was not this, 00 
the Part of Spain^ an expreis Declaration againft the Freedom 
of our Navigation in the American Seas ? Was it not an ex- 
prefs Declaration, that, notwithilanding the Treaty of SgviUr^ 
his Catholic Majefty would infill upon a Right to fearch our 
Ships in the American Seas? Could we after this imagine, 
that he would ever, by fair Means, give up that R%ht } 
Suppoie we had at that Time had fome Reaun id believe^ 
that our CommiiTaries might at lad focceed in their N^o- 
tiation> yet, as the Freedom of our Navigation was of modi 
greater Confequence, than the paltry Sum we had to ex* 
peffc from that Negotiation, upon fuch a Dedaratioii we 
ou^ht to have recaUed our Commiilaries from the Courts 
and fent our Squadrons to the Cdalls of Spain^ with pro- 
per Orders for compelling what our Negotiators had been b 
long begging for in vain. ^ 

This, my Lords, was the Cafe between Spain and tis ia 
1732 I and in 1733, when the War broke out between them 
and the Emperor^ it was no Way mended ; for the Sfanianb 
continued to infid upon their Right to confine our Nav^- 
tion in the Wefi-Lidies^ as appear'd by their Cedula for st" 
ftoring the Ship WooUball^ which Ship was by that CedmU 
to be reftored, vnkfs taken in mrf fitkeQed Cemrfe »f NiKft" 

fatian. This happened in the B^inning of the Year 1733: 
n the Month of March of the mme Year, they committed 
a moil heinous Inlidt upon us, by attacking QKpL DnrUi ia 
his MajeQy^s Ship the Scarhoroufh, and uking four of the 
Engl^ Ships, then under his Convoy, gathering Sah at ^ 
Ifland of Tortugasy tho* they had, by an expreis Treaty in 
1715, confirmed by the Treaty of Seville, acknowledged our 
Right to gather Salt in that Ifland. During that whole 
Summer they not pnly continued their Depredatiotts upon 
us in the American Seas, but infulted us in the AfediterraMean, 
by fearching our Ships, and carrying away Priibners fuch 
Mcors as they found on board, on I^tence of their bexng 
Enemies to Spain ; and before the End of that Year we 
perceived, or, I am fure, ought to have percdved, that the 
Negotiations of our Commif&ries would certainly end in no- 
thing. Therefore I mull fuppofe the noble Lord dkl not at- 
tend to the Tran factions oi thofe Times, or that he has for- 

got 
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SM dion, odierwife he would not have (aid, that when the^^'*^"**''* 
War bfoke out between Spain and the EmperoTy the Spaniards '^^ 
YoA given ns no new Cauie of Complaint, or that we had 
then Res^ to hope for a full Reparation, as to all paft 
InjufJes. 

My Lords, we had then no Reafon ta hope for obtaining^ 
by fair Means, any Reparation for the pail, or any Secu- 
rity for the Time to oome ; and therefi»t it was a molt 
amazing Piece of Condod in us, not to embrace that Op- 
portmiity for doing ourfelves Jufiice by Force of Arms. The 
Weaknefs of this Condud cotdd not at that Time be per« 
ceived, cfpecially by thofe who were willing to have a good 
Opinion of every Thing done by the Minifler, becaufe they 
could not know the Circumflances of the Negotiations be- 
tween Spain and us, and therefore eafily believed what was 
often confidently a^rted, that we were in a fair Way of 
obtaining all we could defire by Negotiation ; bat now ft mufb 
appear to every Man that examines, even thofe Papers our 
Mtnifters have been pleafed to lay before Parliament, (for 
IM) Papers have been called for, but what they agreed to) diat 
from the very Beginning, 'and eipecially towards the End of 
the Year 1733^ we bad no Reaibn to hope for obtaining 
any Thing by Negotiation ; and therefore f^v^ impartial Man 
nafl now conclude, that it was extremely weak, to call it 
no worie, in our Minifter, to continue his Negotiations at a 
Time when he could not but fee, that they were vain,, and 
at a Time when he had fo fair an Opportunity for vindi* 
eating tKe Rights and eftabliihing, I ihall not fay reftoring, 
the Honour of his Country. 

A State of Peace and Tranquility is, I Ihall moft readily 
grant, a moft defirable Thing for any Nation ; but can a 
Nation be faid to be in a State of Peace and Tran- 
quility, that is every Year at the Expence of a State of 
War, and daily plundered and infulted by its Neighbours? 
Has not this been the Cafe of this Nation for twenty Years 
pafl ? We have every Year been keeping up great Armies, i 
and fitting out expenitve Squadrons without being allowed / 
to make uie of thofe Armies or Squadrons, eicher for pro- 
leaking ourielves, cht for gaining fuch Advantages, as we had 
Reafon to expcd fix)m an open War, and which might 
have atoned for the Expence we were at, and the Damage 
we met with. But fuppofe the publie Tranquility had been 
preierved, can our Minifter be 4id to have done it, when 
no Difturbance has, ever fince his Adminiftration, happened 
in Europe^ but what has been occafioned by his Meafures? 
Or can the political Syftem of Affairs in Europe be iaid to 
be no Way changed, when by his Meafures a ctofe Corre- 

fpondcnce 
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Ann. »4 Geo. II. fpondetice has been reftor'd between the Courts of Frmtue and 
'7 4Q« Spain^ and a Diffidence, if not Difcord, eUabliihed between 
"^^ the Houfe of Auftria and its moft natural Allies. My Lords, 

fuppofe the Power of the Hou& of Aufiria were no Way 
diminifhed, nor that of the Houfe of Bourbon increased, ths 
very Diffidence brings the Balance of Power into iminent 
Danger ; but it muft be allowed, that the Power of the Houfe 
of Auftria fullered a confiderable Diminution, and that ^ 
the Houfe of Bourbon got a confiderable Addition by the 
Jffue of the lall War ; for the Revenues of Tufcany^ Parma^ 
and Placentiay are far from being equal to thofe of the two 
Sicilies ; and the Duchy of Lorain is a very great Addi- 
tion to the Power of France^ not only by its Situation, bat 
by the Addition it will make to the Revenues of that for- 
midable Monarchy. 

The French^ it is true, had Garrifons in the Towns of 
Lorainy during the War in Queen Ami€*s Time, becaofe the 
Duke was not then in a Condition to prevent it; but they 
had not even then the Revenues of tl^ Duchy, and i^iere 
obliged to draw away their Guj-rifons at the Peace. Whereas 
now they are to have the Revenues as well as the fbrtibed 
Towns of that Duchy, and will certainly improve both to 
the utmoil; fo that it will ferve as a JBarrier for France 
againil the Empire^ and as an Inlet into Germany^ whenever 
they have a Mind to attack it 5 the dircft contrary of whidi 
would have happened, if the Duke of Lorain had come to 
be Emperor I for he would have fortified and kept flrong 
Garrifons in all the Towns of tliat Duchy, which wouU 
have prevented the Frcffcb fiom being able to fuiprize it; 
and this would have made it kn^ as a Barrier for the Em-^ 
fire againft France, and as an Inlet to Fraticf, in cafe of 
a War between the French and the Gfrmans, 

From thefe Circumflancos, my Lords, without confidering 
the Addition made to the Houfe of Bourbon by giving the 
two Sicilies to Don Carlos^ it is plain, that the Houie of 
Aujh'ia was not fo poweiful at the Time of the late Em- 
feror^s Death, as at any Time for t^venty Years pall, and 
the Houfe of Dcuibcn was much more powerful than it had 
been at any Time within that Period, and much better unit- 
ed than it would have been, if proper Meafures had been 
taken by u? for picventirp; that Union. As to the Emperor's 
Death, its happcnirg before any proper Meafures had been 
taken for lettiir.g the All^.irs of the Empire, was oertainly 
a very great Misfortune to Germafiy, but I doubt much if 
it was a iVII'-fortune to this Nation ; for the Court of Fienaa 
was fo much irritatct' .igr.infl us, that I queflion if we could 
Lave got any Aiiiiiuucc from thence, even tho' Freuce ha4 

joined 



Joined with Spain agalnll us, and this the French would pro- Ann. 14 Ce©. U. 
bably have done before now, if the Emperor^ ^ Death had '740- 
not prevented it ; but their Attention is now lb much iixt 
upon the Advantages. they may reap from that Accident, that 
they muft for fome Time negleft taking Notice of what may 
happen between us and Spain, This, ray Lords, has pre- 
vented our being obliged to Hand fmgle and alone againtt 
the united Power of France and Spain, and may procure us 
a formidable Alliance, in cafe France ihould declare againil 
us ; but if we do not manage our future Negotiations better 
than we have done our paft, this Accident of the Emperor*^ 
Death, may produce a War in Europe, more dangerous and 
expeniive, than any this Nation was ever engaged in ; but 
whatever may be the future Fate either of this Nation, or 
of Europe, it is evident from what has been faid in this De- 
bate, that the prefent unlucky Situation of the Affairs of 
Europe, is chiefly owing to our Minifter's having fo long 
cultivated a dole Friendfliip with the Court of France ; and 
this, as I have &id, mufl and ought to raiie a Suipicion, 
that his Defigns are not very favourable for the Liberties 
of his Country. 

As to the other Grounds of Sufpicion, efpecially thofe of 
a domeflic Nature, the Anfwers made to mofl of them con- 
M chiefly in a Denial of Fadb, and as thefe Fa£b are 
moftly of a public Nature, I fhall leave them to ftand or 
fall by their own Evidence; for I do not know what to 
lay to thoic who deny, that any unnecef&ry or oppreflive 
Laws have been pafTed or attempted : That there are no 
Sofpicions of any corrupt Praftices in Parliament or at Elc- 
^ions: That the Minifler has not endeavoured to engrofi the 
Ear of his Sovereign ; or that he has not aflumed die Dii^ 

Cof any Poll or Office but fuch as belong to his own 
ment. I fhall only obferve, that thofe who are known 
to be Friends to the Minifler, caimot expedt Information as 
to the Sufpicions entertained by the People, from any of 
thofe Perfons that are applying to them for Favours. They 
jnufl take other Methods for Information ; and if they take 
the proper Methods, they will find thefe Sufpicions fb gene- 
ral, that if they have a true Regard for his Majcfty, they 
mufl conclude, it is neitlier proper nor fafe for him to have 
fuch a Miniller about him. 

Upon this Subjt»5l I fliall therefore give your Lordfhips no 
farther Trouble ; but there was a Rule laid down by the 
noble Lord that fpoke lafl-, or rather an Exception to a ge- 
neral Rule, which I mufl beg Leave to take Notice of. 
The noble Lord admitted, that the King ought not to take 
Kotice of any Gentleman's Behaviour in Parliament ; but he 

made 
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Ann. 14 Cco.II. ^^^ ^" Exception which I cannot admit of. He &]df 
1740. the King might fb far take Notice of a Gentleman's Beha- 
^ viour in Parliament, as to tnm him out of his Service, if be 
there patronized any jacobitifti or Rupublican Sckemes. My 
Lords, this is an Exception that totally deftroys the Rule ; 
for every Oppofition to a Minifler^s Meafures will by him be 
called a Jacobltifh or Republican Scheme for difireffing the 
Adminifbation. His Majefty is to trud to his Parliament; 
for while he does fb, he will have no Reason to be a^id 
of fuch Schemes. The Houfe itfelf would fend any Mem- 
ber to the T<nx:er, that fliould dare to introduce any fudi 
Scheme ; and therefore, if the Houfe takes Notice of a Gen- 
tleman's Behaviour, his Maie&y ought not to believe, that 
it was either Jacobltifh or Republican. Even the noble Loxd 
who made this Exception admits, that no fuch Cafe has kcdy 
happened, but fays, that his prefent Majefty never difmifled 
any one from his Service on Account of his Behaviour, in 
Parliament. I ihall not fay he has ; but feveral Mcisiiexs 
both of this and the ether Houfe, have been difmiflrH 
^or no other Reafon that could be gue^ at ; and as -their 
Difmiffion unluckily happened, juft after their havii^ op- 
.pofed, in Parliament, fome favourite Scheme of the very Mi- 
nifter whofe Condud is now under our ConfideratioD, die 
World will believe, that there was no other Reaibn for dif- 
mifring them^ and that tliis very Miniiler W9s the Peribn that 
jgave fuch a pernicious Advice to his Sovereign. 

This, my Lords, was a Belief more generally effabliflund 
in this Nation than any other Belief we have amongft ne, 
long before he made the Declaration that has been menti- 
oned in this Debate ; but by that Decbuation he has made 
this Belief certain, and has, in my Opinion, made it incon- 
fiftent with the Dignity of any Lord in this Houfe t» give 
a Negative to this Queflion ; for after that Dedaiatioo^ con- 
fidering what has fince happened, the World will iup^fe, 
that every Negative to this Queftion proceeds from the Fear 
of loiing, or the Hopes of getting fome Poll or Penfion fiom 
the Crown. It will therefore be inconiiilent with our Dig- 
nity to put a Negative upon this Motion j and I am fur- 
prized to hear the noble and learned Lord call it a fevere 
Sentence, or fay that it is not confident with our known 
Jullice and Impartiality, to agree to this Addreis, without firft 
hearing the Minifter in his own Defence. My Lords, it is 
nothing like a Sentence : In agreeing to fuch an Addre& we 
do not ad in onr judicative Qipacity : We aft only as the 
great and faprcme Council of the Nation, aod as fiich we 
are obliged to givj the befl Advice we can to our Sovereign : 
For diis Reaibn, fuch AddreEcs have geoeially been a^ned 

xm 
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to without hearii^ the Minifter concerned ; beciuie upon fuch ^"' '^ ^^°* ''' 
Oocaiions we are not to confider the Guilt or Innocence of ^'*^*" 
the Minifter, but the Safety of the Crown and tlie Inteieft 
of the Nation ; and in all Cafes where we think either of 
thefe immediately at Stake, we ought to offer our Advice, 
let the Coofequeoccs be what they will. 

I ihall grant, my Lords, that by our Conftitution his Ma- 
jefty is not peremptorily obliged to follow our Advice upon 
this Subjed, do more than upon any other ; but is this a 
Reaibn for our not doing our Duty ? If we think, that his 
Majefty^s ccntinuing an unpopular Minifter in his ^rvice, 
xnay alienate from him the Hearts and AfFeflions of his 
People : If we think, that a Minifter has betrayed the In- 
tereils of his Country, either by his Weaknefs or Wicked- 
neis ; is it not our Duty, as his Majefty*s chief Council, to 
advife him to difmiis fuch a Minifter ? And fhall we fail m 
our Duty towards our Sovereign, becauie we apprehend, that 
Minifter may have fuch an Influence over him as to pre- 
vent his following our Advice? My Lords, I do not think 
it coniiftent with the Refped we owe to our Sovereign, to 
entertain afiy fuch Apprehenfions ; and, I am fure, it would 
be no Sign of Aftedion or Duty in a Minifter, to continue 
in his Majefty*s Service, after either Houfe of Parliament 
has aiddreflbd for his being removed. Therefore if we agree 
to this Addreis, we ought to fuppofe, either that the King, 
out of his wonted Prudence, will remove the Mmifter, or 
that the Minifter, out of his Fidelity to his Prince, will re- 
move himfelf, by refigning all his Employments, and retiring 
from his Majefty^s Councils and Prefence. 

To pretend, my Lords, that to remove a Minifter, would 
be an Injury done him, unlels he had done fomething to 
deierve being diimii&d, is a very extraordinary Sort of Dodtine. 
Is not the iSng Mafter of his Servants ; and has not every 
Mafter aRight to remove any one of his Servants without afTign- 
ing a Reaibn ? The Parliament has a Right to advife the 
Xmg what Servants he may employ, becauie they are em- 
ployed in conducting the Aftiairs of the Nation ; but no Man 
has a Right to be employed, or to continue in any Employ- 
ment not granted to him for X^ife, or ibr a Term of Years ; 
and the Parliament's deftring the Removal of any Servant or 
Minifter, is as good a Reafon as the King can have for re- 
moving him. It would be a moft pernicious Advice to tell 
the Kmg, that he ought to confider, whether the Addrefs of 
his Parliament be well or ill founded. But fuppoie the King 
Iliouki follow fuch pernicious Advice, and deny the Requeit 
of his Parliament, this might, it probably would, and it ought 
to rai£ an Animoiity in both Houfes of Parliament againft 
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Ann. V, Gco.II. ^^'^ Miniflcr ; but it could raife no Animefity agstnft tile 
iy[.Q. King; and I hope the Pari i?inent of Great- Britain will al- 
'fc*^""^— ' J \v;ivb be able to pull any Mini fter from behind the Throne; 
fjT if it ftiould not, that very Inability would be a Dii1> 
lution of our Conflitution, and therefore we Ihould have no 
Rjr,fon to apprehend the Conftitution's being brought into 
v.r.y Danger by our making the Experiment. If oar happy 
Conilitution be yet entire, we may depend upon Success: If 
it be already diflblved, we have nothing to fear : But by 
making the Experiment, we have fomething to hope; bc- 
caufe %e may thereby reftore our Conilitutiota ; and there- 
fore I am for agreeing to the Addreis propoied. 

The C^cftion being at lafl put upon this Motion, it \eas 
carried in the Negative by the Numbers as fbllows, ^z. 

Contents 47, Proxies 12, in all 59, Not Contents 89, 
Pioxies 19, in all 108. 

Which Motion occufioncd the f(^owing Protefts. 

Dijfenttetft* 
Proref>n iv>on i- * Becaufe we are pcrfuaded that a fble, or even a firft 
c.iis Mocicli. Minifter, is an Officer unknown to the Law of Britain^ in- 
confiftent with the Conftitution of this Country, and dclhuc- 
tive of Liberty in any Government whatfoever ; and it plainly 
appearing to us, that Sir Robert Wai^le has^ for many Yean 
r.fted, as fuch, by taking upon himielf the chief, if not the 
fole Direftion of Affairs, in the different Branches of the Ad- 
miniftration, we could rot but elleem it to be our indi^n- 
fible , Duty, to offer our mod humble Advice to his Ma- 
jrfty, for the Removal of a Miniiler fo dangerous to the King 
and the Kingdoms. 

2. Becaufe we think it appeared in the Debate, that, 
in many Inftances, of infinite Confequence to the Intereft 
of the Public, he has grofly abufed the exorbitant Power 
which he illegally pofTcfTed himielf of, particularly in die 
Management of the public Treafurc. And this, we con- 
ceive, mult plainly appear to every impartial Peribn who 
recolie6b, that, for thefe twenty Years paft, this Kingdom 
hrj paid the largeft Taxes that ever were impofed upon 
it in the I'ime of Peace ; and yet that the public Debti 
remain much as they flood at the Time when this Gendeman 
firll entered ' upon the Management of the Treafioy j and that 
the Civil- Lifl, alfo, the largelt that was ever granted to the 
Crown, is, as we have the Itrongefl Reafbns to believe, con- 
ficierably in Debt at this Time. 

3. IJL'Ciiufe we conceive it was plainly proved in fbmier 
Debates, that the Army, fo greatly expenfive to thfc King- 
dom, and which only was granted by Forliajneot for the 
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Defence of it, had been managed, both as to Rewards and Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
Panifhments, in fuch Manner as to make it of no military ^ ^ I]"^^ 
Ufe, but on the contrary, to render it fubfervient, as wc 
^Tprehend, to the very worft of Purpofes, the influencing Elec- 
tions without Doors, and Votes within. 

4, Becaufe we are perfuaded, that the vaft Sums of Mo- 
ney, granted on different Heads for $ea Service, cannot poi- 
fibly have been faithfdlly applied ; there having been as 
much Mcmey granted by I'arl lament in the lall fix or feven 
Years, upon the feveral Heads applicable to tlie repairing and 
rebuilding our Ships, as would liave been fuiEcient to rebuild 
ihe whole Fleet of Britain from the Keels of the Ships, and 
have put them thoroughly equipped to Sea : And yet it is 
moll no'torioufly true, that, fmce this War began, a very 
great Number of Ships have appeared to be in the woril 
Condition for Sca-Servicc that ever they were known to be in 
the Memory of Man, and many of them fcarcely fie for 
Spitbead Expeditions i Ships having failed out of the Ri\'er» 
deflin'd, as was pretended, for foreign Service, that have 
with DifHculty been able to fwim into the Docks of Porif- 
wmttb 9x Phmuth for further Repairs. 

c, Becaufe wc apprehend that, by the Conduct of Sir 
HAert Wa^Ie^ in relation to foreign Afiairs during the 
CouHe of his Adminifbation, the Balance of Power in Europe 
has been defboyM ; the Houfe of Bourbon has been aggran- 
dized in many Inihmces, particularly by the Addition of Lo- 
rain. The Houfe of Jufiria has been deprefs'd by the Lofs 
of Part of the Duchy of Milan^ and the whole Kingdoms 
of Ni^ks and Sicify : And if fuch a Change in the Syllem 
of Europe, occafioned by the Mifcondudl of any Mlnifler 
whatfbever, would be criminal, we cannot think it the lefs 
fo in one .who join'd in the Profecution of the Authors of 
the Treaty of Utrecbf, upon the particular Charge of having 
reduced the Houfe of Aajiria too low, and left the Houle 
of Bourbon too powerful. 

6. Bccaufe ij is a Fa6l not to be contradicted, that the 
Spaniards were permitted quickly to pofTefs thcmfelvcs of the 
land belonging to oiu- moft important Fortrefs of Gibraltar^ 
which this Kingdom was in PofTeflion of, by virtue of the 
IVeaty of Utrecbty till the lalt Siege of that Place, by which 
PermilTion Fortifications were erciled, and Batteries rais'd 
upon tl^ faid Ground by the SfaJiiards, v/herei;y the Ufe 
of the advantageous Bay of Gibraltar is loll 10 Etigland, 
and our Ships ever fince forced to anc)K)r both inconveniently 
jind dangeroufly under the \^'alls of tlie Town ; and what 
naturally raifes the ftrongeft Sufpicions in us of cliio unwar- 
rantable Proceeding, is, that a V>rityh Admiral, looii .iIdm, 
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Ann. i4G«o.II.^^'^s at Cndix with a powcHui ^uadron of Ships of the 

1740. Line, at the Time the Spaniards thus unjuiUy broke their 

W-*--V"**— / Treaty, and that Admiral quietly and undiilurbed left dmii 

in Pofleffion of that Ground, and convoyed their Troops 10 

take Poflbflion of the Dominions. of Tujcany. 

7. Becaufe the Papers upon our Table, delivered to this 
Houie from the CpmmifTioners of the Cuftoms, do plainly 
prove, that Sir Robert Walpole^ by publicly conniving for 
many Years at the Trade carried on with this Nation from the 
Port of Dunkirk, has given up the 9th Article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht^ which we cannot but look upon as a high Mii- 
demeanour, and tlie greater Crime in him, that no Man 
whatfoevcr declared himfelf with more paffionate Zeal than 
lie did, againll the Authors of the Treaty of Utreclfi^ for 
having favoured France in moft of the Articles of that 
Treaty ; in Confeqnence of which Behaviour, it became pe- 
culiarly his Duty to prefervc inviolably thofe Articles in it, 
which were incontcflably ftipulated for the Interell of this 
Crown and Nation. 

Bridgivafery Wtjimorelcmd^ Macclesfield^ Ued^ld, 
Halifax y R. Ltfcljftld and Coventty^ 7aihot^ 
Bncchugh^ Bruce^ Man/el^ CMam^ C&ttmt, 
Dcfthi/L\ Fnlmoulh^ R. Lincoln, Berk/hire, Ayksfird, 
Beaufort, Cadif.e, Bathurfi, Exeter, Ha-'verfibmm, 
Abingdon, St. John de Bletfoe, Ward, Grtemokh^ 
G(ywer, Chefierfield, Brifiol, Beiffhrd, Herefitd. 

After the Determination of the foregoing Qaeftion, die 
Duke of Marlborough rofe up and {poke as foUovra : 

The Hnke r * ^^ Lords, though, your Patience muft undoubtedly be 
^UAh]ruugh*% wearied by the unufual Length of this Day's Debate, a De- 
^i^cwch. ^^ protra£ted in my Opinion, not by the Difficulty of 

the Queftion, but by the Obftinacy of Prejudke, the Ardor 
of Paflion, and the Defire of Vidlory ; yet I doubt not but 
the Regard which this Houfe has always paid to the Safety 
and Happinefs of the State, will incline you to fupport the 
Fatigue of Attention a little longer, and to hear with yoor 
ufual Impartiality, another Motion. 

The Propofition which I am about to lay down» my 
Lords, is not fuch as can admit of Controveriy 1 k is iiich 
a {landing Principle as was always acknowledged even by 
tiiofe who have deviated from it. Such a known Thith as 
never v/as denied, though it appears fometimes to have bcca 
forgotten. 
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But, my Loi^, as it never can be forgotten without In- Ann. 14 Geo. n, 
jury to particular Perfons, and Danger to the State in ge- ^ , !Z^^- ^ 
ncral, it cannot be too frequendy recolleded, or too firmly 
eilablifhed; it ought not only to be tacitly admitted, but 
publickly declared, fiace no Man's Fortune, Liberty, or Life 
can be fafe, where his Judges (hall think themfelves at Li- 
berty to aa upon any other Principle. I diercfore move, Anj Motion 
That any Attempt to infiidl any Kind of Punifhment, on any for a Cenfure 
Ferfon without allowing him an Opportunity to make his on any At- 
Defencr, or without any Proof of any Crime or Mifdemeanor tempt to pu- 
committed by him, is contraiy to natural Juftice. The hmda- JJ^ without « 
mental Laws of thb Realm, and theantient, eftablifli'd Ufage ****"°8) ^^• 
of Parliament^ and is a high Lifringment of the Liberties of the 

Subjca. 

The Duke of Devwfiiire^ 

* My Lords, though the Motion made by the noUe Duke, The DnVe of 
is of fuch a Kind, that no Oppofition can be expefted or ^^^^f^^^* 
feared, yet I rife up to fecond it, leit it ihould be imagined 
that what cannot be rejedled, is yet unwilUngly admitted. 

That where this Maxim is not allowed and adher'd to. 
Rights and Liberties are empty Sounds, is unconteftably evi- 
dent ; If this Principle be forfaken. Guilt and Innocence are 
equally fecure, all Caution is vain, and all Teftimony ufe- 
leis. Caprice will in our Cburts fupply the Place of Rea- 
ibn, and all Evidence muft give Way to Malice, or to 
Favour. 

I hope therefore, my Lords, that your Regard to Juflice, 
to Truth, and to your own Safety, will influence you to 
confirm this great and felf-evident Principle by a {landing 
Refoli^on, that may not only reflrain Oppreflion in the 
pre&nt Agp, but dircd the judiciary Proceedings of our 
Succeflbrs. 

The Lord LofubI 

* My Lords, liberty and Juflice mull always fupport each -^^ ^o^^ 
other, they can never long flourilh apart, every temporary ^^^^^/^ 
Ea)edjcnt that can be contrived to preferve or enlarge Li- 
berty by Means srbitraiy and oppreffive, forms a Pr^xdent 
which may in Time be made ufe of to violate or deflroy 
it. Liberty is in Effibfl fufpended, whenever Injullice is pra- 
£lifed ; for what is Liberty, my Lords, but the Power of 
doing Right without Fear, without Controul, and without 
Panger. 

But, my Lords, if any Man may be condemned unheard, 
if Judgment may precede Evidence, what Safety, or what 
Confidence can Integrity afford ? It is in vain that any Man 
nieans well, and adls prudently, it is even in vain that he 
(Can prove the Juflice and Prudence of his Conduct. f y 
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Aan. i+Oeo. II. gy Liberty, my Lords, can never be meant the Privi- 
1740*^ jggg Qf doing Wrong without being accountable, becaule Li- 

1^11 ^, 1^ j^^^ ^^ always fpoken of as Happlneis, or one of the Means 
to Happinefs, and Happinefs and Virtue cannot be fepaiat- 
cd. The great Ufe of Liberty muft therefore be to preierve 
Juilice from Violation, Juilice the great public Virtue, by 
which a Kind of Eauality is diffufea over the whole Socie- 
ty, by which Wealth is reftrained from Oppreffion, and In- 
feriority prpfervcd from Servitude. 

Liberty, general Liberty muft imply general Juftice ; for 
wherever any Part of a State can hie unjuft with Imponity, 
the reft are Slaves. That to condemn any Man unheard is 
oppreflive and unjuft, is beyond Q>ntrovefy demonftrable, and 
that no fuch Power is . claimed by your Lordfhips, will, I 
hope, appear from your Refblutions. 

The Ix)rd G<ywer, 

The Lord * My Lords, to the Prin^riple laid down by thofe noble 

Cowry. Lords, I have no Obje£lion, and concur with them in hop- 

ing that all our Proceedings will contribute to eftablifh it; 
but why it (hould be confirmed by a formal Refolation, why 
the Houfe ftiould folemnly declare their Aftent to a Maxim 
which it would be Madnefs to deny, it is beyond my Pe- 
netration to difcover. 

Though the noble Lord^s I'oiition cannot be controveitDd, 
yet his Motion, if it is defigned to imply any Cenfore of 
the Proceedings of this Day, may reafonably be rejected, 
and that ibme Cenfure is intended, we may conjeflure, be- 
caufe, no other Reafbn can be given why it was Dot made 
at fome other Time.' 

The Earl of HaUifax. 

V!d/f^^^ of « My Lords, that a Cenfure is intended will, I fuppofe, 
<//»/<*, ^^ Yyt denied, and tliat fuch a Cenfure is unjuft muft doubt- 

leis be the Opinion of all thofe who are fuppofed to have 
incurred it, and it will therefore not be wondered that the 
Motion b oppofed by them, as indecent and calumnions: 
Late as it is, my Lords, I will not for my I^rt fufter fuch 
an Indignity without Oppofition, and ftrall think my Con- 
fcience and my Honour require, that I ftiould not be over- 
borne by Perfeverance or by Numbers, but that I fhould, if 
I cannot convince the noble Loixls by Argument, of the Im- 
propriety of the Motion, record my Reafons againft tt^ 
which may perhaps be more candidly rectived by Poltcrity. 

The 
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Ann. T4Geo. II, 
The Lord TaJbot. 1740. 

' My Lords, it is not without Indignation that I hear a Motion The Lord 
fo injurious to my own Honour, and to that of the noble Lords T<ifco^. 
who have concurred with me in the lail Debate, nor with- 
out Contempt that I obferved the Motion confounded with 
the Pofitions contained in it ; the low Subtility of fuch Con- 
duifl is no lefs to be defpifed than the Malice to be abhoned. 

Fifty nine Lords are here branded as Strangers or Ene- 
mies to the firft Principle of judicial Equity, for doing what 
will entitle them to the geneial Applaufe of every Man in 
the Kingdom that has the full PofTeifion of his Underiland- 
ing or the free Ufe of his Senfes; of cvtty Man that can 
diltinguilh Truth or feel Oppreffion. 

Thcy have endeavoured to rcfcue their Countiy from the 
Rapine o£ Penfioners, and the Tyranny of an Army, from 
perpetual Taxes, and ufelefs Expences, they have attempted 
to expofe the Errors of arrogant Ignorance, and to depreis 
the Power of Greatnefs founded on Corruption and fwelling 
beyond legal Reilraints. 

That for fuch Attempts they are vilified and reproached^ 
is not to be obferved without Indignation and AAonifhment ; 
Afbonifhment which nothing could abate but the Recollec- 
tion of the Situation of thofe Lords who have united to 
promote ib unjuft a Cenfure. 

Let us my Lords, confider the Circumfhnces of the three ' 

noble Lords by whom this Motion has been made and fup- 
ported, let us take a View of their Condu£l, and confider 
the viAble Motives to which it may be afaibed^ then- Places, 
their Dependence^ ■ 

The Earl of Chohaondel^. 

* My Lords, I rife thus abruptly to pieienre that Order The Karl of 
and Decency which is efSbntial to public Councils, and par- ^i^o/mMufr/r> 
ticularly fuitable to the Dignity of this Affembly, which can 
only become a Scene of Tumult and Confufion by fuch 
Methods of Debate, and lofe that Refpefl which it has hi- 
therto preferved, not only by the Jullice of its Determina- 
tions, but by the fblemn Grandeur of its Procedure. 

The Motion, my Lords, is allowed to contain nothing but 
what every Man avows in Speculation, and obferves, or ought 
to cbferve, in public Tranfaftions, and yet thofe that offer 
and fupport it are repreiented as Abettors of Opprcflion, and 
lnfirument» of Tyranny, 

It 
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Ann. T4. Geo. 11. tt is furely wonderful, my Lords, thatthofe who are ih fo- 
'74o»^ ^ licitous for the Prefervation of their own Honour, and to 

t_iii^ii~ -r jjjjggjjj jQ obviate the moft remote Rcfledion that any 
glance up6n it, ihould not remember, that the iame Deli- 
cacy may raile in others the (ame Refentment, when their 
Reputation is openly attacked ; and that while they are af- 
ierting the Right of the Minority to an Exemptioif fixMn Ceo- 
fure, they (hall not allow the greater Number, at leaft an 
equal Claim to the fame Privilege.* 

The Lord Talhe. 

The Lord ' My Lords, whether any thing has efbped fiom me that 

Xai^g^ deferve fuch fevcrc Animadveriions, your Lordihips moil de- 

cide. For what I might intend to iky, £nce by the Inter- 
ruption of that noble Lord, I was hindered from proceeding, 
I hope I fhall not be accountable. 

Not that I acknowledge myiclf to have aflerted any thing 
cither contrary to Law, or to the Privileges of the Hoiiie, or 
inconfillent with* the Character of an independent Lord, a 
Character which 1 (hall always eadeanrour to prefenre, and 
which I will not forfeit for the Smiles of a Court, the Dig- 
nity of high Employment, or the Affluences of a Penfion. 

Nor, my Lord, whenever the Neceffities of my Coontiy 
require that I fliould fpcak my Sentiments with Freodom, 
will I be awed into Silence and Submiffion, but will fet an/ 
Power at Defiance that fhall dare to reftrain me. 

I pretend not, my Lords, to be always in the Rigkt, I 
claim no other Merit than that of meaning well, and when 
I am convinced, after proper Examination, that I am engaged 
on the Side of Truth, I will trample on that Infideitce that 
/hall command me to fuppreG my Sentiments. 

When I reflect, my Lords, on the Dfftrefles of my Coiaiti^', 
when I obferve the Security and Arrogance, of thofe whom 
I confider as the Authors of the public Miferies, I cannot 
always contain my Refentment, I may perh^ fanedmes 
ilart out into unbecoming Tranfports, and ^xak in Tenns 
not very ceremonious of luch abandoned foch deteftaUe ■ 
fiut as this is, perhaps, not the Language of the Hooie, 
I (hall endeavour to reprefs it, and hope that the Boiuids of 
Decency have never been fo . hr tranigrclfed by me that. I 
fhould be expofed to the Cenfure of your Lordfhips.* 

The Earl of Mingdon. 

ThcEirlof ' My Lords, the prefent Motion is midoubtedly jiift, but 
^in^duH, by no means necefiary, or particularly adapted Co the preient 

Time. 
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TiiJic. It contains a general Principle, unconteftcd, and cfta-Ann. 14Geo.l1- 
blifhecL A Principle which this Aifeinbly has never denied, -1^ — ' j 
and from which I know not that it has ever departed. ^^^ 

As there is therefore no particular Necei&ty of coniirming ' 

it by a new Reiblution, and as the preTent Time feems leHs 
proper than any other, I cannot but declare my Opinion, that 
to refume it, at ibme other Time will be more prudent, than ' 
to give the Lords who think their Condud cenfured, any 
Ocaifion of Refentment or Difcontent* 

The Lord Carteret. 

* My Lords, the Maxim laid down in the preient Motion, The Lord 
is in it&If inconteftable, and ib far from any inconiiftency with ^*^ff^ft» 
the former, that as there was no Reafon for making it, there 

is, in my Opinion, none for oppofing it ; as it may at any 
Time be made, it may at any Time be properly paffol : And 
1 liope that our Unanimity on thb Occafion will (how that 
Troth how ever nntafonaMy advanced, will, in this Honle, 
be ^ways received. 

Bit, left the noble Lords who have oppoied the Motion, 
Ihould think their HotxMr engaged in continuing the Op- 
pofitkm, I take the Liberty, my Lords, to move that the 
previous Qwftion may be put* 

Other Lords fpoke on both Sides, and at laft, the pre-Divi(ion on 
tiom QoefUon was put by the Lord Chancellor and carried. Jv^ j^a^Jn^*** 

Diffefaient* 

* Becaufe we think this Queftion ought not to have been Proteft thereon 
pat at this Time, for though the Propofition 6>ntained in 

it is undoubtedly true in itfelf ; yet we apprehend it to be 
no wife applicable to the Point which had been fo long de- 
bated the fame Day. For we conceive that public Utility 
nay render it neceilary that a Perfon fhouki be removed 
from an Office, and yet that Removal cannot be deemed 
a Punilhment ; for Inftance, in the Cafe of Incapacity. Sure- 
ly then, wilful Negleds, Breach of Duty, and evident Mal- 
i^erfation in an Office, may juilly require this great Council 
of State to prefent an humble Addrefs to his Majelty for 
the Removal of any Perfon guilty of fuch Crimes, in or- 
der to prevent public Detriment. And we cannot appie- 
bend, that the Motion which occafioned the former Debate, 
was by no Means void of Proofs, fmce the Treaties and 
Papers referred to (being us Records in the Poflcfiion of the 
Houfc) and the Notoriety of many Fa6b allcdged, were, in 
our Opinion, equal to a Cloud of WitneiTes. Por thefe Rea- 
174JO. 5 C fons. 



Ann. H Geo. II. 5,^^ although wc agw to the Matter contAin^d in the Qoef- 
'^^ * tion» and, a^i^ in our judicial Otpadty, would never err 
ham the Rules laid down in it» yet we cannot but wilh tic 
Qucftion had been laidafide, left a wicked Miaifter here- 
after (hould think himfelf fecwe in his Office, if he cannot 
be bfoi;^ht peribnally to anfwer at the Bar ^ this Hoofe^ 
and Witneiies Vi'va njocu cannot be produced.* 

Signed by the Names as faefbie, with 
the Additwn of San^hmcb. 

A lift of the Lords who voted for and againft thefirft Mockm. 



Neuter. 


Againft the Addn£. 


PrinatfWAlts 


Dukes. 


Coventry 


Rkbmond 


Bilford 


St.AihoHM 


CUfkn 


Bobon 


Brook 


Leeds 


Foley 

mimhigtom 


Devot^ire 

Miarworotiwb 




SMtltml 


Againft the Addrefi. 


Mmaagm 




AiM 


BiSH PS. 


Am^erllUg.Cam. 




Kk^m 


nrchb, Cautercuty 


NewaftU 


Durham 


Portland 


Wiwcbefier 


MoKbtfttr 


Ibcbefter 


ChMdo, 


Hereford 


Mmrftt. Labaim 


Sarum 




St. David*s 


Bael«. 


Gimcefter 




Oxftrd 


PmAnAi. 


Zt.Jfrfb 
Norwicb 


Warmck 


Bangor . 

Briftol 

Cbicbefter 


tttirharmth 


Landaff 


Btrktl^ 




HtUenuft 


LordCbemeeOer 


JtochfirJ 


LordPrbu^SeoT. 


Mtmirb 


U, Steward 


7*rfif 


Ld. Cbambertain. 


Grtmibsm 



Agtinft 
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Agalnfi the Addre(& 

Cf bobnotuttfy 

Stitberkmd 

Mortm 

Loudon 

Finlater 

Hpidford 
Portwiorc 

Oxford 

Dartmouth 

^amker^iile 

Cotxiper 

UarborouoD 

WaUgr4W§ 

Fttvwalter 

£fftnghittu 

Mabon 

V. Fauconhirg 

r. Weymouth 

V, Ljmmgtott 

V. Har court 

Lords. 
aarrtugton 
Jthergawtmtf 
Delawar 
Dudley 

WUkugbiy tfParbam. 
Hhuon 
Herviy 
CormualRs 
Covnttfy 
Hay 

CadogoM 

Dueie 

Walfok 

Kimjr 

Hobart 

Monjbu 

LoveU 

KAjmoud 

1741. 



For the Addrefi. 

Beaufort 

Bedford 

GreepFwich 

BuccUugh 

Bridgnvatir 

Earls. 

Exeter 
ihrthamfiou 
Denbigh 
Weflmoreiand 
Berl^ire 
Stanford 
Winchelfeee 
Thanei 
Sandwich 
Chefierf^U 
■CarU/U 
Shaftshury 
Litchfield. 
Abingdon 
JRociinghaM 
Aylesford 
Briftol 
Hallifax 
Stanlxfe 
Macclesfield 
Wak^U 
Bifiop of Lincoln 
F.Arefard 
r.Cobham 

Lords. 
Clinton 

North and Guiffbrd 
St.JohnofBlet/oe. 
Bruce 
Leigh 
Ward 



, 14 Oeo.II; 
1741. 



5 G 2 



F« 



Ann* 14 Geo. II* 

1^^ ^^ For the Addrefs. For die Addrefi, 

Carteret Mqfiam 

Ha<verjham Batburfi 

Gower Romney 

Montjoy Taibot. 
Manfei 

February 26, 1740-41. The Order of the Day being read 
for the fccond Reading of the Bill entituled Jn As for the 
better ficuring the Freedzm of Farliaments by limiting the Num- 
ber of Officers in the Hsufe of Commons. The iaid Bill was 
read a fecond Time, and it being mov'd to commit the BilJ 
the fame was objefted to. After Debate, the Qjieflion was 
put, Whether the faid Bill fhall be committed? It was rc- 
fplved in the Negative. Content 44. Not Content 6^, 

Northanfton^ Sbaftsbury^ Stanbope^ Clifton. 

Dijfentient'' 

I. • Becaufe we conceive, that our Conflitution iticlf points 
Protcft on re- out' this Bill, as one of its principal Securities; a due Poize 
r^A.ncfk- ^j Independency of the three feveral Conflituent Parts of 
the Supreme Legiflative Power, being required by the Spirit 
of our Conflitution, and abfolutely neceffaiy to its Exiftencc. 
If any one of thde becomes dependent on the other, the 
Conflitution is dangeroufly altered : But if any two become 
dependent on the third, it is totally fubvertcd, and the wiiefl 
Eflabliihment that ever was fermed of a free Government, 
ihrinks and degenerates into a Monarchical and Ariftocratical^ 
or Democratical Faftion. We therefore think we cannot be 
too careful in providing againfl whatever may, at any Time, 
aiFea this jufl Poize, and neceflary Independency of the three 
Eflates. And this Caution feems the more requifite, now, 
'when, from the inevitable Variation of Things, Employ- 
jnents are become exceedingly numerous, and are yet further 
artfully fplit, divided, fubdivided, and encreafed in Value, 
in order to add both Extept and Weight to their Influence! 
Two hundred Employments are diilributed in the prcfeot 
Houfe of Commons ;' a dangerous Circumflance I And which, 
if it could have been foretold to our Anceilors even in the 
latter End of the laft Century, the Predidion would have 
been rcjci^led by them as Chimerical, or, if believed, la- 
mented as Fatal \ and fhould the Number of Employments 
continue to encreafe 'in the fame Proportion, even «u?^ may 
live to fee, for want of this Bill, a conftant Majority ofi 

Places 
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Tktcmtn meeting under the Name of a Parliament, to eUa- Ann. i^OmXU 
tliOi Grievances inflead of ledreiiing them » to approve im- 1741* 
pUcitly the Meafurcs of a Court without Information; to ^ 
iiipport and Jcretn the Minifbn they ought to oontroul or 
puniihy and to grant Money ivithoia Account^ or it may b^ 
wiibout Botmds. In which Caie» the remaining Forms of our 
Omfiitution would, by creating a Etal Delufion, become our 
greateil Grievance. 

2. Tho' we don*t abfolutely aflert. That Employments ne- 
cefiarily muft, yet we cannot fuppoie, that they never will, 
influence the Votes and Condud of the Gentlemen of the 
Houfe of Commons; for fuch a Suppoiition would be equally 
conclufive againft all the A£b of Parliament now in Force, 
limiting the Number of Officers of any kind in that 1 loufe ; 
acdy in a Cafe of fuch Importance, we think it would be 
the highefl Imprudence, to truA the very Being of our Confti- 
tution to bare PolTibi-icies ; efpecially if an Experience (which 
we rather chufe to hint at than enlarge upon) Ihould give us 
jufl Reafon to fufpedi, that former Parliaments have telt the 
Effedl of this baneful Influence, almoft all Perfons in Employ- 
ments having voted invariably on the fame Side of the Qycfti- 
on, often againfl the known and fignified Senfe of their Con- 
fbtuents, and ibmetimes perhaps even contrary to their own 
private Declarations ; and no fooner did they prefiime to devi- 
ate from the Miniflcrial Track, than they were divefled of thofe 
Employments that failed oF their intended Influence. But, ad- 
mitting that the prefent Houfe of Commons has kept itfelf 
moft untaintedly pure from fuch Pollution ; yet we think it 
neceflkry, not to expofe future Parliaments to fuch a Trial, 
nor the Conilitution to the Uncertainty of the Decifion. 

3. Hecaufe, though it fhould be granted, that this Bill 
would have retrained in fome Degree the Liberty of the 
Eiedlon, that Objeclion has no Weight upon this Occaiion, 
evejy Law being, in fome Degree, a Reffaiunt upon the 
natural Liberty of Man, but yet juftly enabled, wherever 
the Good of the Whole (which fhould be the Obiedt of 
every Law] is promoted thereby ; and we apprehend, that 
this Reftnunt is of fuch a Nature, diat thole only will be 
uneafy under it who intended to abufe the Liberty. The 
Votes of the Eleftors of Great Britain, ifunbiafied, would ra- 
rely concur in the Choice of PerfonS who were the avowedCrea* 
cures of a Minifler, known Dependants on a Court, and utterly 
unknbwn to thofe who elect them. But if, in an Age, whe« 
Luxury invites Corruption, and Corruption feeds Luxury, 
there is too much Reafon to fear, that the People may be 
prevailed upon, in many Places by a Pecuniary Influence, 
IP give their Voles to thofe whom their uninfluenced Sen- 
« timents 



An^HGecwII. timents would r^^ with Indignatian and Omttmpt, «e 
>74^ , think it necdlaiy to lay this jail and conftitotODia] Reflninc 

rn the Liberties of Some, as the only Means to pjtfei f c 
Liberties of AS. By former A^ of Pariiament^ the Elec- 
tors are already debarred from deding Peribns in certain 
confiderable Employments ; and in die 1st fir frtfirm^ mr 
Cat^iiutjvHf by ietding the Crown upon the pfefent Koyal 
Family* it was enafM, That no Pmm whadoever in Em- 
ployment (houid be capaUe of beii^ cfaofen a Men&ber of 
the Hode of Cbmmons. Such was then the Spirit of Liberty, 
that even thb Total Exduiion could not be rtMed, nor 
could the Kepeal of it afterwards be obtained, without cn« 
afdng a Limitation of Placemen allowed to fit in the Hoide 
of Cbmmons, and a new Ele^ton of every Peribn who, whilft 
he was a Member of that Houfe, ihould accept of any Em- 
ployment under the Crown i as likewife a Total ( we vnStx we 
ooud % an EiHjdlual ) Exduiion of all Perfons holding Em- 
ployments ereded iince the paffing of that A£t ; and there is 
no Rcaibn to doubt, but that the fame Spirit of PrecantioB 
wodd, upon the tune conflitutional Principles, have been car- 
ried much farther at that Time, could it then have been 
ibrfeen or imagined, that the £xdu£on of ibme Chnl OiEoen 
would have been rendered uieleis, by the Intxodu£lion of ib 
many MiJinuy ones i and io many Peribns in Emf^oymeno, 
infinitdy inferior, both in Rank and Profit, to thdeexdoded 
Inr thefe ieveral Adls, could ever have been by any Means 
dedfd into Parliament : and indeed it feems to us h%h]y in- 
congniousy that hfirkr Clerks, and JitnuUmts of Offices, wk> 
have not Semis in the Prefenoe of their MaJUrs^ ihodd be 
admitted to have Seats in the Legiflature^ and therefiire beoooie 
the Check and Ceietrml of their Mafters themfelves. 

4. Becaufe we do not apprehend, ^that the Freedom of Par- 
liament is now in the leaft iecured by the Obligation laid 
upon all Members of the Houfe of Gonmums, who accept any 
Employment under the Crown of being ie-ele6tod, Experienoe 
having (hewn u% that this iesming &curity is for the moft 
Part become in^edual, theie being veiy few hftanoes ol 
Peribns Ruling in foch Re-ete£lk>ns, dio* utter Slnu^gen to 
their Eieftots { and it is natural to fappofe, that, when the 
Meant of Oorropting are greater, the Suocefi of the CandidatB 
icoommending himi^, by Corruption onlv, will not be lefi. 

^. Bocauie we obferve with Concern, that a Bill of dus Na- 
tive has been already thrice reje6ted by this very Houfe of 
Commons, and not been dlowed to be committed, ib as to 
have it known how far it was prnpoied to extend, whidi in 
our Opinions, implied a fiim Refoludon not to admit of any 
fiuther Exdufion of Employments whadbever: Whereai^ in 

th« 
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this laft Sef&on of this Fkrliament, this Bill was lent op to Aim. 14 Geo.!!. 
119, «fter haying paflcd thro* all the Fonns of the other Hodc ^ ^ l^^il 
withoac the leail Pppofitioo. This we conceive can only pro- 
ceed either horn their Conviaion at lafl of the Neceffity of tuch 
a Billy of which they areftiiely the propereft Judges, or in Com- 
plianoe with the almof^ miver&l Inflra£lions of their Oonfti- 
tuentSy whofe Voice we think ought to have ibme Weight 
even here ; or laftly, to delude their Conftituents themidives, 
by Iscitly confenting to what they were either told, or hoped, 
this Houie will reAfe. And in this Cafe we apprehend. That 
a Confidence ib injorioas and Diihonoorable, ought to have 
been dMappoiBtodirani a jnft Senie of the Oontempt thereby 
(hewnof the Qredit» Weight, and Dignity of this Houfe. 

6. Becaufe we think it particularly feaibnable, fo near the 
find of this Parliament, to provide for the Freedom and In- 
dependency of the next ? and as we confider this Opportu- 
nity as the only one we are likely to have, for ibme Yean 
at leail, to do it, it is with the greater Concern that we 
fee this Bill thus laid aiide, rather 1^ a Divl£on than a De- 
bate, and by Numbers rather than Axguments. But however 
unHicceisful our Endeavours have been for the future Securi- 
ty of this Conititucion ; however unavailing our Defire of 
enqttiiing into paft and prefent Trania£Uonsj however fruit- 
lefs our Attempts to prevent future Mifinanagements, by a 
Cenfure of the pafl, and the Removal of the Author of 
them : We have at leaft this Comfort of tradmitting our 
Names to Poilerity, as difibnting fiiom thofe Meafures of which 
the preient Age fufficiently teftifies its Diflike, and of which 
the next nuiy too probably feel ths &tal Confequences. 



JhtngibMy Bru^atir, Bantf/bam^ Maccle^H 
Creeniiiichj Hereford^ Afksftrd^ Warrington^ 
Brucey R, LitcL and Cov. CarRJU^ Taibot, 
(Jonjcery Ward^ Manfil^ CMam, CbefterfitH 
Ma/ham, HallifaXy btnbigb. 
For all the above Reafons except the laft. 

March 9. 1740 41. This Day the Bill entituled, At Aa Protefton the 
for puniihing Mutiyrf and DeferttOHy and fir the better Paymeni^Wxcf and 
of the Jrmy and their Quarters, being read a third Time, O^fcrcioa-Biil 
the QueHion was put, Wliether this Bill ihall pais ? It Was 
letolved in the Affirmative. 

Difentient^ 
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14 Geo. II. DiJJentient'* 

'741- « JBecaufe it does not appear to us. That the Forces whidi 

are now kept up within this Realm, are to be employed to 
annoy our Enemies Abroad ; and we are £itisfierf, the Af- 
feflions of the People to his Majefty and the Proteftant Sue- 
ceflion are fuch, that there can be no Occaiion fi>r them to keep 
this Nation in Awe. 

Abingdon^ Litchfield^ WarrtngtOHy A^sfordp CarSfie. 

April 25. The King doTed the Seflion with a Speech ts 
both Houles \ which fee mCband. Hiil of i/{,Geo. II. ij^ 
tagc 335. 
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734» 737. 

Baccleiigh, p. 482, 633, 638, 728, 734- 

C. 
Carliflc, p. 482, 542, 606, 631, 633, 641, 728, 734| 
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Outerec, p. 482; 638. 
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737- 

CUfion, p. 482. 

diifttm^ p. 641, 728i 734^ 
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DeoU^, p. 482, 542, 606, 632, 63«, 72», 734, 737.' 

E. 
Exeter, p. 633, 63^, 641, 728, 734, 

F. 
Falffloath, p. 606, 638, 641, 728, 734. 
Foky, p. 633, 638, 737. 

f ly Gower^ 
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Litchfield, p. 482, 542, 606, 632, 633, 638, 641, 728, 

litchfidd and Coventry, (Pr. Smallhroke,) p. 728, 734- 
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Macdcsfidd, p. 480, 638, 641, 728, 734* 737* 
Manfel, p. 633, 638, 641, 728* 734» 737- 
Mafham, p. 638, 641, 737* 
Middleton, p. 606, 632, 633. 
Montjoy, p. 606, 633, 638. 

N. 
Northampton, p. 631, 641, 734. 
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Oxford, p. 606, 631. 

S. 
Sandwich, p. 734. 
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Stanhope, p. 482, 734. 
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T. 
Talbot, p. 482, 542, 606, 632, 638, 728, 734, 737- 
. Thanct, p. 482, 606, 632, 633, 638. 

W, 
Ward, p. 606, 638, 641, 728, 734, 737* 
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APPENDIX. 



D E BATES 

IN THE 

SCOTS PARLIAMENT. 



THE Parliament of Scotland^ on the 6th of July, Jitao 3 Anne, 
met at Edinburgh^ and her Majefly'ft Commiffion to JJI^iL 
the right honoarable the Marqois of TnveedaU^ for ^^-^'V^-^ 
reprcfenttng her Royal Perfon in this Seffion of Pariiajnent, 
was read by the Lord Clerk- regiller, and ordered to be re- 
corded. The nth they met again, and her Majefty's gra« 
cious -Letter was prefented by his Grace the Lord High 
CoiDHiiOioner, which follows in this manners 

JNNE R. 

My L^rds and GentUmen^ 

<« TVT OT H I N G has troubled as more (incc our Ac- Queen's Letter 
<« X^ ceflion to the Crowns of thefe Realms, than the «• ^^Scotifli 
•« unfcttlcd State of Affdirs in that our anticnt Kingdom. Parlia«ient, 

** We hoped, that the Foundntions of the Differences and 
** Animofities that, to our great Regret, we dilcovcred among 
*< yoo^ did not lie fo deep, but that by the Methods we have 
«« proceeded in, they might have been removed. 

** But, inllead of Succefs in our Endeavours, the Rent ia 
" become wide; nay, Divifions have proceeded to fuch a 
** Height, as to prove Matter of Encouragement to our E- 
^* nemies beyond Sea, to employ, their EmiiTaries among 
^* you, in order to debauch our good Subjects from their 
** Allegiance, and to render that our antient Kingdom a 
** Scene of Bfood and Diforder, merely (as they fpeak) to 
" make you fervc for a Divcrfion. 

* But we ar« willing to hope, that none of our Sibjefts, 
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Ann* 3 Annc^ ^* but Cuch as ^rere obnoxious to the Laws for their Crimes, 

X7<H» " or Men of low and dcfpcrate Fortanes, or that are other- 

i^^\f\i ** wife inconfiderable, have given Ear to fpch pemicioDs 

*' Contrivances. And we have no Reaibn to doobt of cbe 

.** AiTurances given us by tbofe now entrulled with oar An- 

^* thority, that they will ufe their utmod Endeavours to cod- 

•** vince our People of the Advantages and Neceffity of the 

** prefent Meafures ; for we have always been iocliiied to 

* * believe, that the lace Midake did not proceed frooi any 

** want of Duty and Refpedl to us, bat only from dUferent 

*' Ofunions as to Meafures of Govetrnnent. 

<* T^is b^ing the Cafe, we are refdlved, Tor the fall Con- 
*' tenmicni and Satis^dion of our People, to granr.ivhat- 
^ ever can in Reafon be demanded, for refiifying of Abdes, 
<« a«>d quieting the Minds of all our good Subjeds. 

^ Jo ordfrto this, we have named th^ Marqait of Tocvr- 
.«* da/e our Commiflioner, he being ^ Perfoo of w&o(e Oi- 
** pacity atid Probity, or Qualificationa and DifpofidoDs to 
** ierveus and the Country,. neither we nor you can have 
** any Doubt. And we have fully empowered him, to giire 
. *^ you onqoellionable Proofs of oar Refolution to. maintaue 
** the Government both in Charch fxnd State, as by Law 
*^ citablithed, in that our Kingdom ; and to confeot to fach 
** Laws as ihall be found wanting for the further Secority of 
^ both, and preventing all Encroachments on the ianie kt 
^* the future. • 

*^ Thus, having done oar Part, we are perfuadcd that you 
^ will not fail to do yours, bot will lay hold on this Oppor* 
^* tunity, to (hew to the World the Sincerity of the Profef- 
<^ fions made to us, and that it was the true Love of your 
** Country, and the Senfe of yonr Duty to it, and therefore 
*' not the want of Duty to us, (for we (hall always reckon 
• *< thefe two inconMent) that was at the Bottom of the lace 

*< Mifunderftandings. 

^ The main Thing that we recommend to you, and which 
** we recommend to you with all the Earneftnefs we are ca- 
<« pable of. is the fettling the Succeffion in the Prbteftant 
<* Line, as that which Is abfolutely necefTary for year own 
** i'eace and Happinefs, as well as our Qoiet and Security in 
*^ all our Dominions, and for the Reputation of our Affairs 
** Abroad ; and confequently for the firengthening the Pro- 
" teftant Intereft every where. 

*' This has been our fixed Judgment and Refolution ever 
**' iince we came to the Crown; and tho* hitherto Opportu- 
^ nities have not aofwered our Intention, Matters are now 
*^ come to that pafs, by the undoubted Evidence of the De- 
« iigosof our Enemies that a longer Delay of fettling the 

w Succeffion 
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^ Sacceffiott in the Proteffamt Line, may have very dange- Anao 3 Aoaas^ 
^ roas Gonfequences ; and a Difappointment of it would >7p4* 
*« infalliWy make chat our Kingdom the Scat of War, and L/^V"X^ 
** cxpofe it to a Devaitaiion and Ruio. 

^ Ar to Terms and Conditiont of Government, with 
*^ regard to the SucceiBon, we have empowered oar Com- 
^ miffioner to give the Royal AiTeot to whatever can in 
** Reafon be. demanded, and is in our Power to grant, for 
^ fecuring the Sovereignty and Liberties of that pur antient 
** Kingdom. 

^ We are now in a War, which makes it necei&ry to 
^ provide for the Defence of the Kingdom, the Time of the 
** Funds that were lately given for Maintenance of the 
** Land-Forces being expired, and the faid Funds exhauiled» 
^ Provi£on ought alfo to be made for {applying the Maga- 
** zines with Arms and Ammunition, and repairing the 
^ Forts and Caftles, and for the Change of the Frigates* 
** that prove fo ufeful for guarding the Coafts. 

** We carneftly recommend to you whatever may contri- 
'^ bute to the Advancement of true Piecy, and the Difcon** 
** ragement of Vice and Immorality; and we doubt not but 
" you will take Care to encourage Trade, and to improve 
^ the Produa and Manu&dories of the Nation: In all 
*^ which, and every thing eife that can be for the Good and 
^ Happinefs of our People, you (hall have our hearty and 
*^ ready Concurrence, we fliall only add, that Unanimity 
** and Moderation in all your Proceedings will be of great 
*^ Ufe, for bringing to a happy IlTue the important Affair* 
^ that we have laid before you, and will alfo be acceptable * 
^ tO| na : So we bid you heartily farewel."* 

Gtven ai pur Court at Windfor Cafllc, tbi z^tb Dojf of 
June, 1704. And of 9wr Reign the third Yuw, 

By her Majefly*s Command, % 

£/r Std/crihitur, Al. Widderburn. 

This done, her Majefly*s High Commiflioncr, the right 
honourable the Earl of S^afield, Lord High Chancellor, and 
the right honourable the Earl of Cromarty, princij^al Secre^ 
cary of State, made the following Speeches : 

My Lords and'Gtntlemen^ 

• You have heard the Queen's gracious Letter ; her Ma- High Commif- 
jefty therein expreffes fuch a Coricern for the Good and Wel-.fioner*s Speeds 
fare of this Nation, and gives fuch unquedionab^e Proofs of 
it, as prevents eveii your Wiflies. I do not in the lead dcubt,. 
but when you duly coniider the Import of this Letter, you 
a 2 will 



Anno) Axu«^ Will be all of the fame Miod with me, that it is ddw In oor 
i704« Power to make ourfelvcs and our Pofterity happy?' 

^■i^V"^-^ • Sort, indeed, are her Majefty's gracious Coodefcentioos 
that, in order to obtain what is for our Good, we need on!y 
propofe it, provided you do it, as no doubt yoa wiU» with 
the Regard and Deference that are due to fo gracious a So 
vereign, and that in your Demands you keep, within juft and 
reafonable Bounds, and aik nothing but what is in her Ma- 
jcl*y's Power to grant. 

* If there be any thing yet wanting; for the better (c* 
curing our Religion, and the prefcnt Church GovernmcRt^ 
as now by Law cftablilhed j or for the fuppreffing of 'Vice, 
and encouraging of Virtue; if any Grievances to be rc- 
dreffed, and new Laws found neceifary, as ( doubt act bet 
there will, for rectifying of Abufes crept into your ConHi 
tution, or Adminiflration of the Government, dr any P«rt 
of it, whether it be in Poh'cy or Juilicc ; or for remoFipg all 
Encroachments upon the Sovereignty, or Liberties of the 
Nation, and the fecuring and preferving thefe entire and 
Inviolable to ourfelves and qur Poderity; I am fu!!^ em- 
powered and entrufled, not only in thefe Matters, to give 
you what reafonabie Satisfadion you can demand ; bat like- 
wife in any thing' that m.iy be propofed, for improving of 
Learning, the Advancement of Trade, and encoaraging 
Manufa£tories : So that, in efled, nothing hath efcaped her 
Majefly^s Care, that can any ways contribute to vtk^e you 
a flourifliing and happy People, flie reckoning the Weiferc, 
Peace and Profperity of her Subje^s, the onJy way to her 
own Greatnefs and Happinefs. 

* And yet, as. if all this were too little, her Majefty ex- 
tends her Care for you further^ in recommending to you, as 

« you have heard, the fettling the Succeiiion in the Prateftanc 

Line ; and this her Majefty recommends to you with all the 
Earneftnefa fhe is capable of, as that which is abfolutely 
necefiary for fecuring to yourfelves, and tranfmitting to 
your Pofterity, your Religion and Liberties, or whatever 
clfe you have or can have that is valuable. Sure her Ma* 
jefty can have no Concern in this*, but the Inierefl of her 
People, which does fo evidently require the fettling of the 
Succeffion, and the fettling of it at this Time, that, I hope 
no true Proteftant, and Lover of his Country, will, when he 
hath ferioufly thought on it, find juft Ground to oppofe it. 

* Her Majefty having thus done her Part, and in a Man* 
ner fo good and generous, and evidently diftnterefted, it re- 
mains that we fail not to do ours, by letting go this great 
Opportuniry (which, if now loft, may poftlbly never be re- 
covered) to deliver this Nation from the inconveniencies and 

Hardfhipt 
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Hardlhip9 tKat it hath lain under ever fioce the Union of Anao 3 Anamp 
the Crowns, and which of late have grown heavier upon it. '7^ 

* Her Majcfty hath alfo recommended to you the Supplies ^**^^V\*^ 
that are wanting for the Purpofes mentioned in her Letter, 

which I need not repeat ; for fure there arc none here, who 
are not convinced of the Neceflity of thero, and who wi!l 
not heartily concur in giving of them, notwithilanding thf 
low Circumilanccs the Country is in at prer(^nt ; efpecially 
feeing her Majefty allows you to enquire into the Mifappli- 
cations of former Funds given and appropriated by Parlia- 
tnenc, and to take fuch a Courfe as may prevent the like 
for the future. 

< One Thing more I have to add, and that is concerning 
the fiufinefs of the Plot, of which To great Noife hath been 
made in our Neighbour Nation ; Her Majefly hath allowed 
me to acquaint you, that in due Time (he whole Matter 
ihall be laid before you, and that ihe hath given the necef- 
fary Orders for having both the Perfons that have been ex- 
amined in England^ and the Papers that relate to that Affair, 
fent hither. Her Majelly doubts not but your Enquiries into 
that Plot, or any other PraAices of the like Nature, will 
end in your laying dowr» foHd Meafures for preventing of 
them, or the fital Coofequences of them in yitnp to come { 
and as to any Quellions or Contefl that may ari/e upon fuch 
Enquiries amongll you, her Majefly hopes, that you will 
manage them with all the Temper and Moderation that th(^ 
Nature of the Thing will allow. 

My Lords and Gtntlemtn, 

« r have fpoke long, contrary to my Way and Inclination^ 
and therefore I Ihall only add, in a Word, as tomyfelf, that 
I am very fenfible of my Unfitnefs for fo great a Truft ; but 
iince fuch is her Majefiy's Pleafure, I will do my bell, and 
I fball eileem my (elf very happy, if I can any ways con- 
tribute to bring Matters to any Settlement in this Nation, 
It is a great Encouragement to me, I muft own it, that tho 
prefent Opportunity, in a Manner, enables me to give, at 
the fame Time, the greateft Proofs that I can ever hope to 
give of my Doty to her Maje%, my Love to my Country, 
and my Refped to Parliaments, in particular to this honour<r 
able Meeting. 

The Lord Uigh-CommtiGoner having done, J amis ^ Earl 
of Seafield^ Lord High-Chancellor* took the Word, and 
fpoke to this EIFed ; 

My Lords and Gentlemin, 

* You have heard her Majefty's mofl gracious Letter, tori Cha«« 
and what his Grace my Lord-Commiffioner hath been pleaf- cell<5r*t 

cdSp^ch, 
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Anno 3 Annae, ed to add ; which do fully lay before yoa the weighty and 
'7<4* great Rcaibns, for which her Majcfty hath been plemd to 

V/'V"^^ cail you cogecher at this Time ; and yoa mall all be con- 
vioced, that the chief Defsgn of her Maje(ly*8 Government 
II to advance the Happinefs and Welfare of her People, and to 
protedl them in the full PofTefTion and Enjoyment of their 
Religion and Civil Concerns. --«. 

* Her Majefty doth, with a very tender and aftedionace 
Concern, lay before you the Danger of Dtvliions and Aai- 
inoiicies i and recommends to you,co employ yourXboogbtt 
for promoting ;W hat li for the Security and Advantage of the 
Kingdom t And you -cannot but be fenfible, that oar Divi- 
fions muft encourage our Enemies Abroad, to form Defigns to 
didurb the Peace and Tranquility we now enjoy ; and there- 
fore ye will, no doubt, make ufe of this Opportunity to 
convince' all, that this Nation is fixed and firm in their Loy- 
alty to her Majedy, and that all her good Subjeds will coii- 

^ ikndy fupport her Government. 

* Her Majefty doth, with great Earneflnefs, recommend 
the fettling of the Succeifioo to the Crown in the Pnocef- 
tant One, as what would be the fureft Foundation for the 

* Seccrrityof your Religion and Liberties, and will contrtbuie 
greatly to the Advancement of the Proteftant Intereft every 
where;, and this being of fo great Confequence, it is not to 
be doubted, bat that you will think this the fit Opportunity for 
caking itonder your Confideration, while we have the Ad- 
vantage of being convened in Peace under her Majefly^s 
Protedion, and can deliberately confider what is the moft 
profiuble Mean for the future, to fecure and preftrve all that 
is valuable to us : And, for your further EacouTagemeot, 
you have heard how her Majefty hath given full Inftnidioiia 
to htr Commiffioner, to grant fuch Conditions of Govern- 
ment, with regard to the SucceiTor, as can reafonably be 
demanded,' for fecuring of the Sovereignty and Liberties of 
this Kingdom ; fo that nothing is wanting on her Majefty*s 
Parr, that is neceflary for tl|el£flabliihment and Secority of 
this Nation. . , • . 

* You know t||at her N^^efiy is engaged vk a moft jaft and 
nece^ary War, for tlse pe&uii^..df die. liberties of EMupi^ 
which makes it neceftary..th^ Sq^(ip. ht- given for roain- 
tainiiig the Forces, for repairing the Forts and Garrifons, 
for providi^ the Mag^zines^wnh Arms and ^Aj^oninitioo, 
and for m^atainisg the Frigats^ which, have proved fp ufe> 
ful for the guarding^ of your. Trade f All ;thefe being fo 
plainly needful^ It is^npt to be doubted, but. tl)at. you will 
readily comply therewith.. It is to be regretted, that the 
Nation is in fo low a Condition ; but what 'We give is 
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neceflary for oar own Defence, and will circalate ^^ithin tlie Anao Annx, 
Kingdom ; And her Majefty doth freely allow of taking 1704* 
Infpedion of the Funds that have been given bf Parlia- V.-/^/ ">*-/ 
ment, and appropriated for the poblic Ufe, and will take 
Care, that what (hall be now given fliall be duly applied. 

* Her Majefty hath given frequent AfTurances of her Re« 
folutioii to maintain the ^ftablilhed Government of the 
Church, and hath recommended to you to fall upon efFf6lual 
Means for difcouragJKg of Vice and Immorality, and for 
CDCOuraeing true Piety and Religion; and providing for, and 
employing of the Poor. 

* The Trade of the Kingdom doth alfo'defenre your fc- 
rious Coniideration ; for the Advancement of which, and 
Improvement of the Prodadi and Ms^nii^flories of the 
Kingdom, %er Majefty gives Jfou Affurance of hef ready 
Concurrence. " ' ^.. 

* My Lord Commiflloner has acquainted you. that thc%» 
Plot, which has made fo great a Noife here» and in our 
Neighbour Nation, (hall be laid before you, with all its Evi- ; 
dences ; and it is not to be doubted, but that you wrlllake 
Care to do therein what is neceflary for the difcouragitig of' 
bad Practices, which may tend to diflurb the Peace and 
Qjiiet of this Kingdom ; and in all your Proceedings in th\» 
Matter, that you will avoid Animoifities, and maktf*k your 
principal Care to provide for the public Security aitof'^ eace. 

M)f Lords aid Gitttiimift, 

* I ihall conclude with recommending to you again, the 
lerioBS Coniideration of what her Majefty has fo earneftly 
recommended i and that ye will improve this Opportunity, 
which God hath given you for fecuring to yonrfeives, and 
traofmitting to your Pofterity» your Religion and Liberties. 
which will certainly be for your Honour and Happineis, 
and wilt render you equally acceptable to her MajjOii^, and 
CO all herSobjedis. 

Laftly. G<ff«x^.Earl of Cromarty^ Lord Secretary, (poke ta 
this Purpofc; ^^^ ' /^ ' 

My Lord Chance/lor, 

* Albeit this Seat wherein it has pleaied her Majefty to -^^^^ ^f q^^^ 
place me, does auow, or rather oblige me to fay fomcihing marty's Speech, 
on this Occaiion, yet my Lord Hi^h Coihmiffioner, and my 

Lord Chancellor have faid fo fully, and fo well, as I fe^r 
what I can fay will prove a (fiminutive Adjedlion: But 1 
Ihall fpeak little, and (if I can remember) I ftiall not repeat. 
My Lord, fliould all her Servants be filent, the Aflions, the 
Sayings, the whole TraA of her Majefty 's Government, and 
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i, Che happy £fe£U thereof do fpeak loudly, that if etrer Prince 
or Sovereign have devoted chemfelves to God and their 
Country^ without Flattery or Hyperbole, we may truly (ay^ 
that our mofl gracious Queen hach: AU may hear, and thofe 
who have the Honour to attend her Majefty may fee, that 
her Time, her Care, her Pleafure, her Leilure, her Trcafurc, 
yea, her very Health and Life, are facrificed tvtry Day, and 
almoft every Time of the Day, to a6lual Exercife of Devo- 
tion to God, or Adminillration of Government to her Peo- 
ple i and we may blefs .God, that by his BleBingon her En- 
deavours, all and tvery one of her Subjeds do participate of 
the Fruits of the Royal Sacrifice : Nay, and ail the beft Part 
of Europe beiide, that is her Majefty's Confederates ; and her 
and their Enemies do find with Grief what we feel with Sa- 
tisfadlion : And tho' her Majedy has many Dominions onder 
her Royal C^re, and more Confederates, yet (he omits cot 
any of our particular Concerns, and we partake in our' full 
Capacity of thofe happy EfFc^s. We are, with many others, 
engajed in a great, but (to full Convidlion) neceilkry War, 
the Efiedls whereof are dreadful and hurtful, not only in Ex. 
pence and Soldiers, (which all mudafFord :} But, as to feeingoor 
People flaughtered like Beads in our Streets and Houfes, to 
fee our Towns in Fire, our Women ravilhed, our facred 
Things prophaaed, and many other difmal Etk€Ls of War 
and Rapine, (which a] mod all others feel ai£d fee:) We 
(Thanks to God, and under him to his Vicegerent our Qoeeo) 
do only hear of thefe Things : My Lord Chancellor* this 
we ought, and, I doubt not, we do remember and confider. 
My Lord, this is not offered as an Eulogy or Panegyric on 
her Majedy ; (he is far above what I can fay, bot it is an 
Antecedent to the following Subfumption. 

* And as this of her Care of us, and Zeal for as, is evi- 
dent, fo it is no lefs true, that the Queen fits higher than we 
do, or ought to do, on this Throne, as (he does alfo on the 
Throne of her other Dominions. And farther, we know, 
that fhe is one of the Heads, and highly fituate in all the 
great Confederacy, whereof her Majedy is, if not the Chief, 
yet a Principal ; and fronii this both Rcafon and Difcretion 
oblige us to conclude, that fhe mud fee very much fiutbcr, 
and more clearly into the A£lions, Defigns, and Pra&ices of 
her and our Enemies, in the Concerns, and in what direOa 
and moves our Allies, than it is pof&ble for us to do, who 
both dand lower, and are bounded in our narrower Spheres : 
Therefore, as in all Matters, fo'efpecially inPcints of Fad, 
we are bound to rely on her Information and her Judgment 
more than our own, fince what we can but conjedure. is 
obvious to her certain Knowledge s and if we fiiould fall (aa 
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I -confidently hope we will tiot) into the Indiicretion, to op- Armo 3 AsiBttM 
pofe our Coojedures to her Knowledge, that could not mifs ^7^* 
of dire Efiedis, and readily moft mifchicvous to ourfclves. ^-^V^^ 

* Her Majelly's* Royal Letter, my Lord Commiflio er 
his Grace, and my Lord Chancellor have plainly laid before 
U9 Matters of great Importance : Her Majedy b very ex- 
prefs in what flie purpofes ; her Reafon and /Antecedent isaa 
plain and exprefs as the Concluiion. I hope the two Mo- 
tives I give for believing, and confequently for obeying her 
Majeily, arealfo plain and concluding. 

* My Lord Chancellor, the Honour of being her Majcliy'a 
Secretary obliges me to obviate and remove an Afperfion on 
the Queen's Majefty's Candor and Honour (if any fuch Infi- 
nuation be made) which is, that fome would perfuade others 
to believe, that the Queen has a fecret Will in the AiFair 
now before us, contrary to her exprefs Will revealed and 
declared by her in her Royal Letter. My Lord, I am per- 
iuaded ihe does hate that Pofition in Theology, and I an 
certain fhe does fo in her Politics ; and the Reafon of my 
Certainty in this is, that her Majeily did command me, and 
I think her other Servants, exprefly to sfTure this Houfe^ 
That nothing in her Service could pleafe her better, than if 
they fliould believe and obey her in what fhe propofes in her 
Letter; and nothing can difpleafe ' her more than to do 
otherways. 

* My Lords, both old Cudom and good Manners oblige 
as to begin with her Majeily's Letter, and in its Method ; 
if my Zeal and Duty on this Subjed have drawn me in td 
fpeak more than I intended, or perhaps needed, I beg the 
Hoofers Pardon: But Hnce my Hand is in, and that I nei- 
ther ufe nor love to fpeak oft, I (hall only add my earneft 
and humble Wilh for thcfc two Things ; i/. That the Or- 
ders of the Hoafe may be Ilridly obferved ; for by that 
aiach Time will be faved, and many Inconveniencies pre- 
▼enned; and the not doing of this, will difgrace this great 
Court. The ficoft^ is. That we may redargue one another 
with Kindneis. and Civility ; let our Force fall on the Sab-» 
jtQ. which we oppugn, or the Meafure which we reje^, and 
by no means on one anothef s Perfons. Would to God we 
were always unanimous ; but that feldom, if ever, was in fo 
numerous a Court or Council : But when we differ, will we 
argue the better by our being angry ? No, impeMt ira ani- 
mum. Will we convert others fo well, by i^^king them an- 
gry, at by a meek Calmnefs in arguing ? Does Spice add 
Force to Reafon ; or does it produce that Coofent which we « 
endeavour to obtain ? So for our own fakes, and for the Ho- 
sour of our Reafonings, let us urge and reply with Calm- 

b ncfi. 



Aim 3 Anmr, nefs. I have oft regretted to ice good Reafining loll, or at 
1704. lead ineflfe£ti]al in great meafarcy by the Heats ia argimig ; 

y,y^r\^ and I will fay it were a Pity j for the Meaftbert bf great 
Courts elfewhere may, in the Opinion of many, fpeak better 
Language than thefe of this do ; yet they do not fpeak bet* 
ter Senfe. And befides thefe Motives to calm Reafoaiag, 
this ought to determine us all againft it, to wit, that neither 
our Heat nor our felf^pleafing Arguments, are, wliat will 
determine any Debate. The Law of Order, the Oxiftitii- 
tions. Statutes, and NeceiSty, give the Faculty of cosdod- 
ing to the whole of this Houfe ; and aQ we can (ay maft be 
fubmitted to what this whole Hoofe will approve, or to what 
the major Part will agree in: And therefore, much Reafon- 
ing, and all Heats, win, on many Accoants, be profitably 
^ forborn. I conclude with this Afiertion, which I think 

evident without Difcoorfe, that at the Union of Briimm is 
apparently its greateft politic Good ; fo, as certainly, and 
by the infallible Rule of Contraries, a Divifion of Britmim 
is its greateft Evil : And then, it is a neceflary Corollary, 
whoever is not for the Union of BrUahiy may be concluded 
an Enemy to it/ 

DakeofHa- The 13th the Parliament met again, and the Duke of 
nilton*! Speech Hamilton made a Speech, defiring, that her Majcfty^s Letter 
might be conficlered, and likewife the Nomination of a Pro- 
teflant SucceiTor, but infiftcd at the fame time, that Commif- 
fioners might be named to treat previoufly with Es^land, 
This Overture occr^fioned a great Debate the 17th. Upon 
which the two following Speeches were made, in relatioB to 
the Settlement of the Succeiiion oL that Kingdom in the 
Hanover Line. 

M9 Lord Chancellor. 

Spreeh in the * ^^ ^^^' ^^^ ^ ^^"S Vacancy i nine Months have given 

S ; .. us a new Light, and have let us mto the Knowledge of Men 

ment about the and Things. The Ad' of Security was what we ibud npoa 

'^•ll'^^*" Sue- ytry long laft Seifions : I was for it as much as any Man; 

ceifion* y^^^ ^y i^\^^^ g, ^^]| ^^ Jadgment, is altered, and I am now 

well afTjred I was in the wrong. For if her Majefiy could 

have p fled it into a Law, it would have done her nor os no 

manner of Service, becaufe it lefr the Scflions ioofe during her 

Majefty*8 Life-time; which Omiffion alone may undo her 

(whom God preferve) and ns. 

^ We were not aware of the deep Defigna of fome who 

pretended only the Good of the Kingdom, a fpecioos Pre- 

• text to keep this Nation free, and as a By-weight to throw 

ta 

• This, and the following Speeches wete printed together^ and difperfei 
OTer both Kugdoms* 
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In tolialance upon Occafiob, for « Help to fway with thofe Anno 3 Atti% 

of our Neighbours, who may be fo wickedly aad traiteroafly ll^iL 

inclined, at to wifli tod wEt for the pretended Prince at Sf. ^*^w\mJ 

GerwuttHf I mean for Frmut^ againft the righcfiil and lawful 

Title of her Majeily, and the Succeflioo of htr Englijh 

Crown, fo well efiabliflied by the Laws of that Kingd^^oi* 

1 hope, my Lord« the Wifdom of this Houfe will uke Care 

CO diiappoint the Men of fiich pernicioos and dargerons De- 

iigos. There have been, and are ftilL Acbi.t9ph$U \ bat God 

hath tomed their Councils toto Folly : A Trick will ferve 

but for one Turn amoogft Men of conmon Senfe* 

* We ought to be very thankful to God and the Queen, 
that Things have been iet before our Eyes of late in a clear 
Ltight ; and fome amongft os ought to blefs both, that they 
lor their Contrivances were not brought within the Verge 
of the Law, and made an Example and Terror to others, 
chat none mighrarentar e on the like wicked PraAicei againft 
our Sovereign, and the Peace of her Government. Theie 
Men's A£liotts are known, and all their Words are carried by 
Che Birds of the Air 10 her Majefty's Ears. 

* I beg Leave, my Lord, to preTome that there are few 
in this Houfe but are well acquainted with the HiHory of 
TftiT Warhicht (alias Perkin) in our Xing James IV*a 
Time. He was bred and nurfed up with n Deiign to de- 
throne Hinrj VII, by Margaret^ Dutchefa of Burgundy and 
Flanders^ as a fit Tool to £itisfy her revengeful Temper; 
nnd tho' flie knew him to be only the Son of a poor Man at 
^tfflTMf, fhe gave him the Name and Title of Doke of 
Tarkt and true lineal Heir of her deceased Brother Edward^ 
late King of England. " She equipt him, and gave him Ships, 
Men nnd Money, and lent him into Ireland, where a Rebel* 
lion wu raifed, at well as in England, by him and his Ad he* 
rents: He feiled in the Exp^ition. The French King, 
CharUs VI 1 1, fband htm a iitlnfirument to ferve a Tom for 
him alfo ; wherefore he entertained him as the Prince of 
England, nnd he, with the Dutchefs of Flandirs, equipt him 
ont a fecond time : But finding Difficulties, at laft he came 
here lo our King James IV. The Story of this Knight- 
errant had juftly given our King and Court Grounds to be* 
lieve him a notorious Impoftor. Upon this pretended 
Prince's Addrefs to the King for fome Aid, his Majefty wifely 
called his Council, and aflced their Advioe what to do on the 
Snbjed; Buchanan vcdorm^ you. Cum fententue fogarevtur, 
frudentiores (^ quibus major irat nrum ufus, rem intt^ram 
ripomndam cenfihant. 

* Here, my Lords, the old wife Men of Experience in 
Coancil were of Opinion, that it waa not fit for his Majcfry 

b 2 to 
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Anno 3 Ann«« to receive or entertaio this pretended Prince, who they wi(elf 
i7c>4* believed to be a Fourb, and who had given great Trouble 
V./'^TN^.i^ 10 this Ifland, and was like to give much more. 

* But when the QueHion came to the young Nobility of 
the Counci!, the fame Author fays, they were the Majority^ 
and carried it in favour of Perkins: At major pars ^ *uei ob fm- 
iritiam reruMy iff animerum inamflantiam^ • &c. firfunam l^- 
minis commiferabantur : The young Counfetlors, either for 
ivant of Experience, or for want of Steadinefsof Mind, were 
more e&fily caught. They were more in Number, and bad 
a Compjiffion for the young Stranger. They were told he 
was like the lace King Ethward^ his pretended Father, and 
the Family of York, tho' they never had feen any of cbcm. 

* Here the Cheat went on : He had the Entertainn^ent of 
of a Prince, he had a Wife out of one of our noble Fami- 
Jies, he had an Army raifed in his Favour, and led into 
.E fro land by our young Xing, and after much B!ood and 
Treafure fpent on this pretended Prince, the Cheat was dif- 
covercd ; he was fent away out of our Country, and fome 
time after had the Reward of Villany. 

* My Lord, this A£t of inconfiderate Hofpitality to one 
who was but a Cheat, gave jad Ground to the Wond abroad 
to call our Judgment into quelUon ; and no body will read 
the Hidory but will conclude, that our Predeceffors were ex- 
tremely impofed on, and that the Impofior might have canfed 
the utter Ruin of their Liberties and Country. 

* My Lord, the fame Game is a playing now. Perhaps 
fome have never read the Hiftory, and others have forgot it. 
No wonder, it happened two hundred Years ago ; wheo no 
Male KTue was like to fucceed King Jamts VH. one was 
to be found 'viis iff modis, per fas ant nefas: One at laft was 
faid to be born at 5/. James's, June i688. That Child 
died (oon after, a fecond was put in his Place, and carried 
to and nur fed up at Richmond i but God thought fit to kill 
that fecond Child alfo. 

^ Now, my Lord, this pretended Prince offFa/es is a third 
Child, in whofc Veins there is not a Drop of Royal Blood, 

* Here is a new Perkin come into the World two hundred 
Years after the firft, who was fent to ruin England and Ire- 
land^ only to fatibfy the violent Malice of a revengeful Wo • 
man. 

< Thi9 fecond pretended Prince is nurfed up by JC«jv/, 
Trance^ and Armies' of implacable revengcfiil Prielh, who 
give him the Title of King. 

* For what ? To the end that he may prove a more fit lo- 
ilrument, upon any Occaiion, to root out and totally deftroy 
us and our holy Religion, which they call Hcrefy. 

^Some 
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^ Some of U9, my Lords, are no wifer than our Predecef- Anno ) Atwst, 
Ibrs in this point : We give the Pricfts and other Agents of *704- 
Franct and Romt Leave to pervert our Undcrflanding ; \vc ' -/'^ ''^^ 
take foch Impreffions as remain : Young Men*s Minds are 
tender and foft, and retain the firft Imprelfions long/ Some 
of as have been in frame not many Years ago. and have feeh 
this pretended Prince, and commend Iiis Perfon and Part$» 
his Features, &r. and fay he is very like the Royal Fami-^ 
]y ; tho' fome of as never faw one of them, except our own 
Queen. 

* Thus young Men ^rt very apt to be led out of the Way. 
I have known Tome by keeping bad Company did catch the 
French Difeafe ; Modtfly and Shame made them conceal it 
till it was too late, and then it colt them their Life. It is 
the Cafe at prefenc with fome of us here, who haVe got the 
French rnclinations, more dangerous in this Nation than the 
Difeafe, and will not own it till it is too late, and then it 
may coll thtm their Lives, their Eftates, with the Ruin of 
their PoUerity. Whatever young Men may do, my Lords, 
for want of better Information, yet it is ftrange that Men of 
riper Age, Pretenders to Religion, to the Good and Intcrcft 
of our Country, are faiil to be tainted with the hme Inclina- 
tion to have France rule over us ; of which Men there is a 
mighty Jealoufy : I will not believe them guiUy, and at the 
fame time 1 cannot anfwer for them ; but let their Works 
teiHfy what they aim at. 

* vVc all talk loud of Love for our Country and Religion, 
but I prefume to fay, that the Love of Money, and Sclf-In- 
cerell, hath appeared more our Study than anything elfe. 

* What bad Praftices hath not her .Majelty by her great 
Care found out ? The Contrivers may cover their Dcfigns 
the bcft Way they pleafe; but, my Lord, whoever waits or 
inclines for the Bondage and cruel Opprefiions we in this 
Nation are fo lately delivered from, be who they wilt, are 
and may be found guilty of Crimes of a dangerous Confe* 
quence, and of a tranfcendant Nature, no lefs than the Sub- 
veriion of the Government of this Kingdom, and the Alter- 
ation of the Proteilant Religion ; and this not upon a bare 
Information only ; her Majeliy knows their Converfe, and 
their Anions fpeak aftyud to all about them. 

* Such Practices are an Enemy to all Goodnefs and good 
Men; it is from fuch Proceedings that our AfTembly is cor- 
rupted, and till this Fountain of Mifchief is purged, we can- 
not expefi to have any clear Channels : All here know what 
J mean. 

* Thefe Crimes are various in their Natares, heinous in 
their Quality^ and aniverfal in their Extent. If we examine 

them. 
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j^viw I Anos* chem* my Lord, tbeologictlly, u they Hand in Oppofidoa 
S7e4* to the Truth of God, they will be fwni to be agawft the 
v/V^^ Rules of Paith« againft the Power of Godlioefs,. and agjunii 
the Means of Salvation. 

< If you examine them morally, as they ftand in Oppofition 
Co the Light of Nature, to Right Reafon and the Principles 
of human Society, you will then perceive Pride without 
any Moderation ; foch a Pride as that which exalu itfelf, 
^c. Malice without any Provocation, Malice againft Virtue, 
againil Innocency, againft Piety ; Injuftice without any Means 
of Recitation, even foch Injuftice at does rob the Innocent 
of their juft Right and unfpotted Reputation. 

* If tbefe Men, my Lord, who fet up for the pretended 
Prince of JValei, be examined by legal Rules in a civil Way, 
as they fiand in Oppofition to the public Good, and to cbe 
Laws of the Land already in force » chefe Men, I fey, may 
be found to be Traitors againft her Majefty*s Crown, and In- 
cendiaries againft the Peace and Safety of this Kingdom ; 
they may be found the higheft, the boldeft, and the moft 
impudent Offenders that ever were ; Betrayers of the Queen 
and People, as well as of this Country and our Religion. 
If any one here is fenfibly pinched, let him coafider whether 
or no he is guilty ; if he is, let him fin no more, left a worfe 
thing befal him. 

* My Lord, I fee many here may remember, if they 
pleafe, the frequent Tragedies that wereadied among as fone 
twenty Years ago. I am fure there are feveral of us, wihofe 
De^rett Relations were facriiiced to the defpotic and arbitrary 
Will, and to the revengeful Refentments of Popery and its 
Principlts ; ic was then that the Orders to perfecote, exe- 
cute, to hang, draw, and quarter, and to ihed the beft Blood 
in the Nation, without, nay, againft any Law, were by a 
Prerogative Royal withoat Referve. 

* I fee fome here were ban ifti*d» and forced to wander in 
£xi]e» and beg Shelter from foreign Princes, whofe Families 
were difperfed and ruined, whofe Eftates were torn in Pieces 
and given to Strangers, Men of another Communion. Can 
thefe melancholy Refle&ions be foigot fo foon by ooridves, 
who were the Martyrs ? A Spirit of Delufion feenis to cover 
the Eyes of our Underfhindings, till wc frU a fecond Sacrifice 
to the fame bloody A£lors. 

* 1 fpeak for nor againft no Party of Men ; bat, my 
Lord, it is high time for as to confider in cool Blood, bow 
to barricado ourfelves againft the Afiaalts of the common 
£neroy, France and Popery ; in order to which I have two 
Things to move, which are, that we may all here obey oar 
Saviour's new CommandaMnCt Love one another, and olten 

repeat 
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repnt that cxeellABt Prayer taoght ui bf that fame blefled Aano ) Amur, 
Saviour ; by doing whereof we ihaJI be bronghc to forgive '7H« 
one another, as we defirc God to forgive us. This done» K^^\^ 
we (hall be in better Circamftances to lay afide our Pride, 
our Paffion, CovetonfBefs, our Vaiihg1ory» and unrelencing 
Renenge, which alone belong to God Almighty to repay | 
and fhall be in a Condition to ferve oar Sovereign, in Obe« 
dience to her jnft Commands, onr Country and People, in 
their neceflary Reqnefti, and fettle a Proteftant SucceflTor^ 
while we have the Goeafion and Power in our own Hands : 
Accidents may happen, and pat it out of our Way, ever to 
do it to our Advantage. 

' Wherefore I move, it may be confidered and finiflied, 
before this Houfe proceed to any other Bofinefs. 

My Lord Chancellor, 

* I fecond the noble Member that fpoke laft. In his Mo- Another Speech 
tion for fettling the Sncceilioo, before the Houfe proceeds to 

any other Bufinefs : But I do not pretend to give any Di- 
re^ion how the Matter (hall be done ; let the WiAlom of 
this honourable Houfe confider with mature Deliberation, 
what can preferve us from Romo and the French King, that 
her Majefty*s Royal Pcr(on and Crown miy be fecure from 
all Invafions Abroad, and Dtfturbances at Home. 

* My Lord Chancellor, Her Maj^ defervet all the Re- 
turns of Loyalty and Duty that are in our Eower to make ; 
I believe (he hath given my Lord Commiffioner fuch In^ 
ftruAtons as may prove to our Advantage, if they are duly 
put in Execution. Complaints have been made by fome, 
that they are not full for fettling a SuccefTor ; I am morally 
fere, my Lord, the Complaint is ill-grounded, which I hope 
his Grace will foon declare to this Houfe, and fatisfy all her 
good and loyal Subjefls, how much ihe hath the Peace and 
Advantage of this her ancient Kingdom in her Thoughts. 

* As hath been well obferved jult now, lad SefTions many 
of us were mifled ; I own my Miftake of Men and Things ; 
we were going very &ft into a Labyrinth ; our Leaders mi^n- 
formed us; the Nation now may iee iu Intereft; theorical 
Schemes and Prejeds, which can never be brought to Prac- 
tice, ought Co be laid afide ; they create much Debate, fpend 
ttiach Time, and can never be of ufe. My Lord, with 
Submiffion, this AfTcmbly ought to lay afide all frivolous 
Debates, that our Judgments may not be called in Quedion 
elfcwhere. 

* I am for following the Advice jail now mentioned: 
Let tts forgive, and love one another; )et us join Hearts and 
Httids tO" keep oat the known Enemy of our Religion. If 

that 
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Abdo 3 AniMe» that Deceiver or Breaker of facred Vows and Treatkf. ma^c 
1704* aj)d fworn upon the Holy Gofpel at the Altar, in the moft 

K,^^r\^ folemn and mod religious manner, (hall, by his Power and 
our miAakcn Management, put upon us that Thing in the 
Air, called the Prince of ^a/es, of no Birth, of no Blood, 
fprung from whom is unktfown tohimfcH, as well as tons; 
we muft be ruined, my Lord, every Man here who enjoys his 
^ftate, may eafily know what he has to tnift to ; we all 
know who muft come with him, the fame Men and Princi- 
ples who deftroyed us twenty Years ago. I humbly move, 
with Submiffion, that we may pafs by all the mutual vex- 
atious Animofities which were amongft us but lately; all 
Parties have been to blame ; God will pardon the Penitent : 
The Queen overfees, and gracioufly forgives ; let as mum- 
ally do the fame, and fettle our Succefllon, and fecure and 
help ourfelves, and God will help us; it will prove oar own 
and the People's Safety. 

Saiiu Populi/uprima Lex efto^ 

* Let us follow the Example of our wife Neighboars, 
and make foch Laws as may tie up the Hands and terrify 
the Hearts of our own depraved ^ubjeds, who dare offer to 
a& or fpeak in Favour of any, in Prejudke to her Majefty's 
lawful and rightful Title to her Crown and Dignity. 

< 1 am confident, my Lord, no Man here dares own his 
Inclinations to be for the Frtnch King, oi* that pretended 
Prince, whatever Profpe£l he may have of Titles, HoDonrs! 
or fubordinate Power from him, who hatlh no Bowels of 
Companion left, who confumcs hia own Vitals, by perse- 
cuting and tormenting his own beft Subjects, and (pares Dei< 
ther Sex nor Age in his neighbouring Country, even of his 
own miHaken Religion, if diey but refufe to be his Slaves; 
witnefs his new Con<]ue(is in A^ace and Flatiders, What 
then are we to exped, who hy that Tyrant are accoantcd 
Heretics? 

' Whoever are (b wicked amoogil U5, as to veneurc ei- 
ther xo council, condu^y or invite, whenever he cones^ 
(which God prevent) may exped the fame Fate. For my 
own Part, my Lord, I have no perfonal Prejudice agai&t 
him* nor the pretended Prince of IFaUs^ but I here (bleoin- 
iy declare, that I will oppole him, or either of them, with 
all their Adherents, wbild there is a Drop of Blood ia my 
Veins; aod I am morally lure of 100000 of the beft Men 
in Brifam to accompany me in the Oppo£tion; aad I am 
f«re, my Lord, of this, that the Nation in general will go 
along with me aJfo; God be prai(ed, we are Proteftaats, 
aadoif the Aeibrmed Relig^oa, iot which I hope we fi»U 

ever 
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<ircr be ready aod willing, apqn any foch Occafion. f facri- ^ aao 3 Amue^ 
£ce our Lives and oar Fortunes, co prevent all thefe impen- 1704* 
dent Evils. My Lord, let us fettle a SacceiTor who is a 
known Protedant, and of our own royal and antienc Race of 
Kings. 

^ For an Argument of this, an anonymous Author, in hk 
Remarks on the late Plot, gives fome Reafona for ic. which 
for your Information I here prefume to repeat : After he 
cxcufes two noble Dukes, he fays, * 'Tis hoped this is fuffi- 
cient to make it plain, that toiniift on an Union and Com- 
munication of Trade at this Time, would retard the Succef- 
fion, which may be dangerous to ourfelves, and to the whole 
Proteflant Intereft all over Europe, 

** The Danger to ourfelves is evident, from the Confpiracy 
that Fra/er and hk Accomplices have been carrying on in 
the Highlands, and other Parts of this Kingdom, the general 
Diicontents which are in our Nation, ^c, aod gives his Rea- 
sons, Page 48. 

* He continues toteU you. * That the Jacobites here, and 
cheir Friends beyond Sea, make a great Improvement of the 
Delay of fettling the Succeilion ; they flatter themfclves, and 
iinpofe upon the World, th;it it proceeds from the Inclinations 
of our People to the St. Germain Family.' 

* Then he goes on to tell you, my Lord, of our Diviiions, 
which, fays he, < encourage the French to foUicit a Rebellion, 
and to attempt an Invafion, either of which efFedted, tranf* 
forms bar Counrry into a Field of Blood. And fuppofing 
{which God forbid) her Majcfty ihou?d die whilft the Succef- 
iion is unfetded, and our Country lying under thefe inteAine 
Divifions, the Hanover and St, Germain Parties will cer- 
tainly engage us in a Civil War : England and Ireland will 
afliA the firlt, and France the other. Thi^ will make our Na« 
tion a Theatre of Woe and Calamity, and whoever hatli the 
Advantage in fuch a Cafe, we muft be Slaves forever * 

* Our Author, my Lord, concludes the P^^ragraph, and 
tells us in fuch Circnm (lances, ^ that there will be no room 
for Thoughts of infilling on Limitations, and humbly con* 
ceives (hat what is faid is fufiicient to ihew the Neceffity of 
fettling the SucceiTion upon the Foot of our old Condituticn ; 
that it will be the only way to fecure us againft thofe Dan- 
gers we are threatened with, from the iViadnefs and Folly 
of both Parties, <i//«. H^hig and Ton* 

* My Lord Chancellor, this anonymous Author hath faid 
very much in favour of the Rights and Priviieges of this 
Kingdom in ihefc Remarks, and other Book; which I h^vc 
feen ; and in particular, hath been at fome Pains to excufe 
bmt great** Men, whofe Works and AQions I would have 
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^oM } Anme, ratlitr to fpeak and plead for them, that we may fee and 
■704- know in good earneft in whofe Company we are, and with 
^^'\r\J whom we have to do. Yet I muft fay, the Author feems in 
earned for fettling the Succeffion. 

*^*Tis certain, my Lord, whoever is for preffing an Xjnion 
or a Communication of Trade at this Time, is diametrically 
again ft ibe feu ling the Succeffion ; and, if we do not perform 
this ncccffiry Point this SeiTion, what Con(!ra6lioos will 
Men ofunbi iTed Principles^ Men of the fi me Religion with 
ourfc'.VLs all the World over, put upon our Management? 

* Will not the Majority of ttiis Aflemby be juftly fufped- 
ed, if ihf? Succtffion be not fettled this Time? On this Point 
depend ^ the Security cf all that is dear to us both fpfritual 
and temporal, at Home and Abrosid ; and whoever are a- 
gainft it, without all manner of Doubt, are Enemies at bot- 
tom to oar Queen, u> our Religion and Government, aod to 
the People cf this Kingdom, and their Pofterity. The Per- 
fon, my Lord, who I prefume yoii will think fit to name for 
a SucccfTor, is her Roynl Highnefs the Eledorefs Dowager 
of Brun/wici and Lunenburgh, the Princefs Sophia ; (he is the 
l^ext Proteflant of our own Royal Family, whofe Mother was 
a Native of our own Country, born at Dunfermling, Her 
HighreiVs Blood is truly Royal, her Inclinations and Heart, 
as 1 am credibly informed, are entirely Britifi? ; and, my 
Lord, we can go no where elfe for a Succeflbr, but to her 
and the Heirs of her Body. When this Point is fettled oo 
the bed Conditions proper for us toafk, and in her Majefty*s 
Power to grant, none in this AfTembly will have Occafioq 
fo ytty often to make mention of her Majefty's Death, as 
they did laft Year, which indeed curries fomething rode in 
exprefiing it. Wc all know, my Lord, (he is mortal ; may 
wt a6t and fpeak as if we thought ourfelves fo, and may we 
sever have Occafion to make more mention of her Death; 
may fhe outlive all of us ; fhe is the Support and Glory of 
us, of our Religion, and of the Quiet and peaceabhe Govern- 
inent we ail enjoy \ and by her fhining CharaAer, tltuftrates 
and adorns all her good Subje6l*. 

^ Wherefore^ my Lord, let it never be faid, that we of 
this Parliament, cither by Negleft or by wrong Principles, 
or by a Mi flake in our Judgments, grafping at what can ne- 
ver be obtained, are either the immediate or mediate Canfe 
of eclipdng fo bright a Lullre, as (hincs thorough all the di- 
ftinft Parts of her wife Management at Home as well as A- 
broad. From hence wc hear the joyful News of Vi^orics, 
and a happy Progrefs by the wife and adorable Providence, 
in the late great Succefs vouchfafed to her Ma je fly's Arms 
and thofe of her Allies ; whereby God hath thus far diiap- 
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pointed the Hopes, and confoanded the Devices ind ambl* Anno i Ann^ 
tious Deir gns of the common Enemy. ' 704. 

• I prci'amt to fay, with Submiffion, that our Divifions a- V.^t'"N-^ 
jnongft ourfelves, thefe laft two Years pad, have given her 

Majefly more real Vexation and Trouble than all the great 
Affairs of Europe, of which (he hath a very great Share ; 
thifl alone is a Reproach to our Nation in general : Whereas 
indeed the true Caufe is the Pride, Ambition, and covetous' 
Humour of feme few particular Men of both Parties, who 
all pretended the Service of the Queen and the public 
Good ; whereas in good Earneft, all that thefe pretended 
Patriots aim at is to be chief, and the firfl in Polls and Offices 
of Profit and Traft, by which they may pretend a Privilege 
to fpend and fqaander away the public Revenue, oppreis 
the People, to fupport their own Pride, Vanity and Luxury* 

Hinc i/IiT Lacryma , 

Prom fuch Managers and fe If- inter eiled^ pafHonate, proud 
Men, are all our Mifery, and all the Reproaches call upon the 
Nation : Covctonfncfs and the Love of Money blind thefe 
Men's Underilandiitgs. Let us not follow their Maxims, 
left we prove troublefome to our Sovereign, and ufelefs to 
the Public. I know very well, my Lord, fome here who 
arc really for the Succeffion, but are not for having it fettled 
at this Time for feveral pretended Reafons ; but a great one 
is, they would not have his Grace, my Lord Commiffioner, 
have the Honour of pafEng it, wbilft he fits on the Throne. 

* I confefs, for my own Parr, I have no Concern whoever 
does a good thing, provided I have a Share of it; and I 

hope, if £ny Man is againfl it on that Account, he will re- 
pent and confider the public Advantage: From which, and 

from all that has been faid, I am, my Lord, for fettling of 
the SuccefiioQ now, before the Houie proceeds to any other 
Bufiaefs.' 

But, notwithdanding thefe Speeches, the Earl of /?^/^-^ The Refdva 
having preicribed another Refolve, it was carried by a Ma- prefcribedV 
jority of 55, that the Refotvea prefentcd by the (aid Earl, the Earl of Ro- 
and that prefented by the Duke of Hamiltcn, ftiould be jointly ^^^ an<f Duke 
voted, and they are as follow : carr^X 

RefoheJ^ That th« Parliament will not proceed to a Nomi- 
nation of a Succcflbr, unlefs we have a previous Treaty 
with England, for regulating our Commerce, and other 
Concerns with that Nation. 

And further it is re/ohed, That this Parliament will pro- 
ceed to make fuch Limrtatiohs and Condi:ior«s of Govcrn- 
c 2 rnent^ 
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Aimo % Ann«, ment, for the Ratification of our Conflitotion, as may frcore 
1704, j|,g Religion, Liberty, and Independency of this Nation, be 
^*-^ ^ "^^^ fore they proceed to the faid Nomination. The firft Part of 
this Refoiution was propofed by the Duke of Hamiltm, and 
the la tier by the Earl of Rotbi/s, 
The Dake of The fame Day the Duke of Jtbol moved, that his Grace 
AthoJ's Motion the Lord Commifiioner would be pleafed to write to her Ma- 
rebting to the j^^y^ ^^ (^.^^ j^^^ ^^^ Perfons who were Witneffes in the 
late Plot, and al) the Papers relating to the fame, that that 
Aiair might be examined to the Bottom, and thefe who were 
HnjuAIy and faMly accufed might be vindicated, and thofe 
who are guilty puniihed, according to their Demerits. 
Whereupon the Lord Chancellor decJared, that his Grace 
had written, and would write again on that Sobjcd. 
Earl of March- '^^^ '9^^> '^^ ^^'^ ^^ Marcbutmt made a Speech to this 
months Motion Fffefl, * That fince the Houfe had refolved not 10 fall im- 
to cxduae Po- mediately upon fettling the Succeflion, it was highly reafon- 
pifli Succcflbn. jjjTg to ^ake an Aft to exclude all popiih Succeffors, as the 
moll eiTedttal means to fccure the Peace of this Kingdoai.* 
Thwarted by ^^^ iy\x\it of Hamilton faid thereupon, * That it was not 
the Duke of now a proper Seafon to anfwer that Propofa], but that it 
Hamilton. fhou-d be iinfwered another time. This occafioned fome 

The Earl's Dcbate^y and the Earl pretended that it was contrary to the 
Reply. Cufiom of Parliament to interrupt a Member; but nothing 

was refolved thereupon. The fame D^y the Duke of Ha- 
Duke of Ha- ^'^ion moved for a two Months Cefs, for the prefent SnbfiA 
milton*! Mo- tance of her Ma jelly *s Forces ; and the Lord Jaftice Clerk 
don for a two moved for a Supply fer fourteen Months, payable in two 
Anotber^of the ^**"- ^***^* ^^^ Motions were taken into Confidentioa 
Lord Julticc * ^^^ ■'^» *"^ " w^* carried by fixteen Votes for the latter; 
Clerk for one but on the 25th, when the Ad of Supply was again taken 
of fourteen into Confideration, and an additional Claufe about the Seen- 
Months. ,i(y Qf jjjg Xingdon* was oiFcred to be added to the Ad of 

Supply, after a Debate thereon, the following Refolatioos 
were offered by the Lord Rofs, 

Conditional Re- J^'fil<Dti, That the Parliament will proceed to grant two 
4blve olfettd by Monchs Supply for fubiifting her Majelly's Forces, and as 
Lord Rofi^ foon as the A6t of Security, now read, has got the Royal 
AiTent, will give four Months more. This Motion being 
which is op- *^PP^^'f^» ^^ ^'^ <>^ Roximough prefcntcd the following 
pofed. Refolution as an Expedient, 'vi%. 

Exiled* t RO^l'vtd, That there be a firfl Reading marked on the 
pwfentSd by*^ Aft of Security, and that both the Aft, and that for the Sup- 
the Earl of ply» be without being farther proceeded on, until his Grace, 
Roxbcrough. her Majefiy's Commifiioner^ receive ln[lxu£tioni as to the 

Ad 
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AB, of * Secarity. it being then fne to the Parliament to Anao^Anam, 
proceed on the Adls jointly or fepantely, as they ihall think <7<H- 
fit. This Refolve was approved, and the A^ of Security 0''"V"N^ 
had a firft Reading marked thereon. The 27th, the Parlia* ^^^ approted, 
nient adjourned to the 3d of jfytgtifi, expe^ing by that Time 
that the Commilfioner would have received her Majeily*s 
Inftroaions on the faid AH of Security. 

On the 5 th of Jugujf, the A&. for the Security of the 
Kingdom, in cafe of her Majefly^s Death without Ifiue, and 
that for a Supply of fix Months Cefs, had the Royal aflent ; 
the firft of which, by reafon of (he SingaJarity of it, (hall be 
inferced. 

** Our Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majefly, with Advice 
and Confent of the Eftatet of Parliament, do hereby fiatute Scotch Aa c£ 
and ordain, that in the Event of her Majefty's Death, or of 5*«*n«y- 
the Death of any of her Majefly's Heirs and SucceiTors, 
Kings or Queens of this Realm, this present Parliament, or 
any other Parliament that fliall be then in being, ihall not 
be difiblved by the faid Death, but ihall, and is hereby re- 
quired and ordained, ailembled, to fit and a£t in manner afier- 
mencioned, notwithftanding of the faid Death. 

*' And if the faid Parliament (hail be under Adjournment 
the Time of the faid Death, it (hall, not withfhn ding, meet 
precifely at Edinburgh the aoth Day after the Death afore- 
laid, excluding the Day thereof* whether the Day of the 
faid Adjournment be fooner or later. 

**^ And it is farther Aatuted and ordained, that in cafe 
there (hall be no Parliament in being at the Time of thafaid 
Death, then the Eftates or Members of the laft preceding 
Parliament, without Regard to any other Parliament that 
nay poffibly be indtded, but never met, nor cooftitute, (hall 
meet at EditAurgb on the 20th Day after the (aid Death, tha 
J^tiy thereof excluded. 

^ And ^rther providing, that in all or any of the fai() 
Cafes, if there (hall happen to be any Vacancy of a Mem- 
ber, by reafon of Death or Promotion, the Barons or Bureha 
concerned, fhall have Power to chufc and fupply the laid 
Vacancy in the accuftoroed manner. 

^ As likewife, that in all or any of the faid Cafes, no Per- 
fon who hath been, is, or (hall be then a Papift; and hath 
not porged himielf from Popery, by taking the Formula fet 
down In the third Ad of the Parliament 1700, before the faid 
Death, fhall be capable to be a Member of, or to eled, or 

ba 

* It was this Ad, which was paflcd by the Advice of the Earl of Go- 
aolphin, and was loudly complained of in England^ that g^ve Rife to the 
Vnion, 



3 Annri^ be eleded to the faid Meeting of the Eftatet in PftrlunBent. 

i7<H* And ficklike, that bo Ef^/tJ^mufif or Foreigner, hniring a 

^/"VN-^ Steub Title, and not having an EAate of izooo/. yearly 

Rent within, this Kingdofn, (ball, in the Event aforeiaid, 

have PJace and Vote in the faid Meeting of Ellates. 

*' And the faid Edates of Parliament appointed, in cafe of 
the Death aforefaid, to continue or meet as above, are here- 
by authorized and empowered to adt and adminiftrate the 
Goveriiment in manner afcer mentioned; that is, that, upon 
the Death of her Majelly, leaving Heirs of her own fiody, 
or failing thereof, lawful Succeffors defigned or appointed by 
her Majefty, ar.d the Ellates of Pariiamcnc, upon the Death 
of our iucceeding King or Queen leaving Heirs or Soccef- 
forSi as faid is, the faid Eftates of Parliament are authorized 
and empowered, after having read to the Hetr or Sacceffor 
the Claim of Right, and deiir'd them to accept the Govern- 
men: in the Terms thereof, to require of, and admiaitlrate 
to the faid Heir or lawful Succc.vjr, by themfelveSp or inch 
a&^they {hail commiffionate, the Coronation Oath, and that 
with all convenient Speed, not exceeding thirty Days after 
the Meeting of the faid Eftates, if the fiid Heir or Succef- 
for be within the Ifle of Briiain; or if without tlie fame, 
not exceeding three Months after the faid Meeting/^in order 
to the exercifing the Royal Power, conform to the Deda* 
rition of the faid ElUces contained in the Claiai of Right. 

'< As alfo in the Cafe of the faid Heir or Succcflbr, their 
being under Age, which, as to the Exercife of the Govern- 
ment, is hereby declared to be, until their attaining to fevcn- 
teen Years com pleat, to provide for, order and fettle, within 
the Space of fixty Days after the (aid Meeting, a Regency 
for the Kingdom, until the faid Heir or Saccdfor take the 
Coronation Oath, and do adlaally enter upon the Ejercife 
of the Government; the Regent or Regents to be appoint- 
ed always having the Claim of Right read to him ortiiem« 
as above, and he or they uking at Ui$ or their Entrjr the 
Coronation-Oath, and to continue to fit and ad for the Space 
of three Months, unlefs they be fooner lawfully adjoorJBM 
or diiTolved by the faid Heir and Succeffor, being enired, 
or by the Regent or Regents, lawfully fettled, as faid is. 

*' And farther upon the Death of her Majefty without 
Heirs of her Body, or a SucceiTor lawfully defigned or ap- 
pointed, as above, or in the C^fe of any other King or Qiieen 
thereafter fucceeding, and dcceafing without lawful Heir or 
Succf (Tor, the aforctaid Eftates of Parliament convened^ flU€ 
thereby authorized and empowered, to nominate and declare 
the SuccefTor to the In^erial Crown of this Realm, and to 
iettle thfc Sueccffion thereof upon the Heirs of the iaid Soc- 

ceiTor'a 
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cc^or^ iody ; being always of the Royal Line of Scot/and^ Anno Ann^, 
and of the true Proteftant Religion. 1704* 

*« Providing always, that the fame be not the Succefforto '^.-/' V 
the CK>wn of England^ onlefs in this prefent Seifion of Par- 
liament, or any other Seflion of this, or any other enitiing 
Parliannent during her Maj.efty^s Reign, there be fuch Con- 
ditions of Government fettled and enabled, as may Secure the 
Honour and Sovereignty cf this Crown and Kingdom, the 
Freedom, Frequency and Power of Parliaments, the Reli- 
gion and Trade of the Nation, from Englijh or tiny foreign 
Influence, with Power to the fai<^ Meeting of Edates to add 
fuch further Conditions cf Government, as they (hall think 
nccefiary, the fame being confident with, and no ways dero- 
gatory from tbofe which fhall be enabled in this, and any 
other Seflion of Parliament during her Majeily's Reign. 

*^ And it is hereby declared, that the (aid Meeting cf the 
Eftates (hall not have Power to nominate the faid Succeflbr 
. to the Crown of this Kingdom, in the Event above expref- 
fcd, during the firll twenty Days after their Mcciing, which' 
twenty Days being efapfed, they fhall proceed to make the 
faid Nomination withal! convenient Diligence. 

•• And it is hereby exprefly provided and declared, that 
it (hall be High-Treafon for any Perfon or Perfons to ad- 
minidrate the Coronation Oath, or be Witneffes to the ad* 
sniniilrating thereof, but by the Appointment of the Eilatev 
of Parliament in manner above mentioned, or to own or 
acknowledge any Perfon as King or Queen of this Realm, 
in the Event of her Majefty's Deceafe^ leaving Heirs of her 
Body, until they have iworn the Coronation Oath, and ac- 
cepted the Crown in the Terms of the Claim of Right; 
and in the Event of her Majefty's Deceafe without Heirs of 
her Body, till they fwcar the Coronation- Oath, and accept 
of the Terms of the Claim of Right, and of fuch other 
Cc»nditions of Government as fhall be fettled in this, or any 
other enfuing Parliament, or added in the faid Meeting of 
Edates, and be thereupon declared and admitted as above, 
which Crime fhall be irremifTible, without Confent of Par* 
liament. 

• *^ And becaufe in the aforefaid Interval of twenty Days, 
betwixt the faid Death and Meeting of Ellates of Parlia- 
ment, in cafe there be no Parliament aflferobled for theTime, 
it is necefTiry that the Adminiilration of the Government be 
provided for in that Interim. Therefore it is hereby de- 
clared, that in c^fe of the Death of her Majcfty, or of any 
fucceeding King or Queen of this Realm, in all or any of 
the Events above-mentioned, the aforefaid Adminiilration 
ihall be in the Hands of fuch of the Members of the faid 

ElUtes 
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Anno s Aiimbj Eftatef of Pirlittiient» and fiich Memben of tbe Privj 
J7<4^ Council laft in being, as {hall be at Edinburgb at the Time of 
the faid Death, or (hall come to Edinburgh before the afore- 
faid twentieth Day, and (hall meet in the Parliament Houfe 
there, which Members of the Eilates, and the faid Members 
of the Privy Council, are hereby empowered to fit and wQl 
sn the faid Interim^ for preferving the Peace and Qaiet of 
the Kingdom allenarly, and till the faid Meeting of Eftates, 
and no longer s thirty of the faid Members of the EAates, 
and Members of the former Council, being a ^uorttm^ the 
Plurality being always of (he Eilates who were no: of the 
former Council. 

*' And it is hereby further ftatoted and ordained, that all 
Commiifions granted to the Officers of ElUce, Lords of Trea- 
fury and Exchequer, Prefidentof the Privy Council, and all 
other civil Commiffions that are now granted during Plea- 
fure, (hall, by the Deceafe of the King or Queen reigning, 
become null and void, excepting Sheriffs, Stewards and Juf* 
cices of the Peace, in their refpe£iive Bounds. 

^ And for the further Security of thif Kingdom, her 
Majeily, with Advice and Confent aforefaiJ, Itatutes and 
enads, that the whole Proteftant Heretors, and all the Burghs 
within the fame, (hall forthwith provide themfelves with 
Fire-arms for all the fen(ible Men, who are Proteftants, 
within their refpedive Bounds, and thoie of the Bore pro- 
portioned to a Bullet of fourteen drop Weight running ; and 
the faid Heretors and Burghs are hereby empowered and or- 
dained, to difciplioe and exercife their faid fenfible Men, 
once in the Month at leaft. the faid Heretors always taking 
the Oath of Allegiance and AlTurance ; as alfo fuch Heretors 
or fendble Men who are fufpc£led of Popery, are hereby ap- 
pointed, when required, to take the Formula meotioned in 
the Ad of Parliament, 1700, and that before the SheriiT of 
the Shire, or any other Judge within whofe Jurifiiidion they 
refide. 

*^ And it IS hereby likewife ftatuted and ordained, that 
npon the Deceafe of her Majeily, or any of her Heirs or 
SucceiTors, the Commiifions of all Officers of the ftandirg 
Forces above a Captain, (hall immediately become void mrA 
null ; and that the Captains of the feveral Troops and Com* 
panies, and the Lieutenants of thofe who (hall have belonged 
to the Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, and Majors, do contk* 
nue to command their refpedive Troops and Companies, 
without extending their Command any farther, under pain 
of Treafon, till further Orders from the faid Eflates or Com* 
mittee in the Interval. 

^ And further, her Majeily, with Advice and Confent ae 

foreiaid. 
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for^aid, rcqiircs aridt)rdains all Officers and SoHiers, which Anno 3 Annaei 
Ihall happen to be in daily Pay at the Time of the Deceafe n^^ 
afbrefaid, tocontir.ae in, or immediately repair to their. re- V,^V^X^ 
fpedive Garrjfons and Quarters, and not to remove from 
thence, but by Order of the faid Eihtesor Coram ittce abovc- 
lUentioned, opon,pain of Treafon. 

** And /afify, her Majefty, with Advice and Confcnt 
aforefaid, refcirtds, caffes and annuls the fevcntccnth Aft of 
the Sciijon of the ParJiamenr, 1696, and all other Laws and 
A£ls of Parliament^ in (o far as they are iaconfiilent with 
this Aa." 

Upon Occafion of pafling this Aft, his Grace the Marqtris 
ctf T^vtuedaU^ her Majefty *s High Commiffioner, made the 
following Speech to the Parliament. ' 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

* At ygar fitting down, her Majefty in her gracious Letter High Commif- 
recommcnded to ybu two Things, which Ihe thought moft ii^ner's Speech 
necclTary for your own Quiet and Security, as well as for <^»} P^^^^s '^"'^ 
that of her Government I the fettling the Succeffioo in the ^"^ket'^c 
ProtciUnt Line, and the providing for the Subfiilence of the s^piy" 
Forces, she Funds lafl given for that end being then cx- 
hauiled. «The firft of thefe you have not thought fit for 
ycqr iatereft to do at this Time } I heartily wifti you may 
meet %vi(h an Opportunity for it more for your Advantage 
at another. The other, all of you fe^aed moH ready and 
willing to go into^ as witnefs the fevcral Motions and 
Refolves made thereanent, but withal (hewed ftrorg Incli- 
nations for an Aft of Security, as abfolutely neceftfary. ' I 
told you cbefi, as I had done at firft, that I had been fully 
empowered, and inftrafted not oaly hs to that, but many- 
other Things for your Good, but upon the Alteration of 
Circnmftances, had not now the Liberty to make Ufe of 
tbofe Powers even as to that, till I had acquainted her Ma* 
jcily, and knew her Mind, which I would do, and ufe my 
uonoil Intercft to procure it favourable^ which was the true , 

Reafon of your Jong AdjournsneBtf and not what was infi* 
nuated by fome, who ought to have known me better, the 
Charafter J have in the World being, 1 hope, above fo 
mean a Refleftion. 

' And now, my Lords and Gentlemen, I can tell you that 
from her Majefty's innate Goodnefs and gracious Difpofition 
towards you, it hath been more eafy for me, and fome other 
of her Servants, to prevail with her, than, perhaps, was by 
others expeded ; fo that yon have an Aft of Security fufB- 
cient for the Ends propofed : And it is hoped at the fame 
time yoa will perfcft that of Supply, which you yourfelves 
1 704. d fccm 



4aiio J Aiam, fcem convinced ta be abfalutcly nc^tttuey at thi* Time, and 
1704. without which neither ihc Fofces can be kept on fiiot, nftf 

V,/^V"""V-' any Fugates maintained for guarding our Cdafis, aod ftcar- 
log our Trade, both which now lying before yon, I hope 
you will go prefeo^tly about, that when fiaifiied they may 
have the Royal Affent, which I am ready to give, aod there- 
after you may have Time to proceed to ottfcr Bofincft iclat- 
ing ta Trade, or your other Concerns, wherein I fliati be 
wiiiing to comp y with yoor Deiires, fo they be wiclaath« 
Bouodd of my InlUuAions/ 

WhichJs never. But whatever hisGrace might expeft of them byway of fto* 

thelefe delayed, vifion for the Subftllcnce of the Army, they made bqt flow 
Paces, therein; but fpent moft of their Time npon the public 
Accounts; and the moll remarkable of tfieir Procfediags 
upon that Head was, that on the i ith they read the irH ibor 
Accounts of Receipts and Difburfements ; and as to the 
fourth Obfervation of the Commiffioners, for Provifioa for 
BfigiiA Forces, they found, that to be an Article dueby £j|f. 
lamd, and the Sum menrfdned in the ifth Obfervadott the 
like, and OKlered the Clerks of thcTreafttry to produce the 
InUruaions of the faid fifth Article, againft the next I>ay of 
Mating: So that the Tithe being fpun out to the 27th, 
not very mifch to his Grace^s Satisfadionr, or, perhaps, to the 
Parliament icfe'f. they wer* adtjouraed to the 7th of OAAfr, 
npon which Occafion the Lord High Coin miffiofier made 
the following Speec^i : 

My Lords ana OintlemeHy 
High Commif- * Yoii have now fat long, and, 1 diink, yovcaiuM oom- 
fionet*s Speedi plain that you have been cut Ihort by frequent AdjoamDeats 
in adjourning qj- (hort Sederaats. In thi« Time more might have been 
the Parliament. ^^^ . however, fome good Lawj arc pai&d, and €»e in par- 
ticular, which gives fnlEcient Evidence of the PifpofiKion 
her Ma jelly was iqt to have gnuified> you. in. whatever was 
reafonable, I advertifed you lately, that yon bad not OMKh^ 
longer to fit; and tbo* I cannot bat fay the Time you have 
! had. finoe has been very ufe&Uy employed, yet, if there had 

bffen more Di^atch made, fome of thofe good-Lawi vMch 
are now before you might have pa£bd 1 but now I arnft tell 
you^ that I am notallowed to give yoo any more Time, her 
Majefiy- thinking a fliort Recefs neceflary at piefent* fo it 
wi!l not be long till you may have another Opportnni^ of 
doing what (liil remainafit to be done; foe bo Di^ppoint- 
ment h^r Majefty hjlth met with can alter, in the leail, her 
favourable Difpofition towards thb her antiest Kiogdooa.' 

Farther 
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Abbo 4 AaiiK* 

Farther P ROCE E D I N G S.?/' the 
Scotch Parliament. 

THE StaicJ^ ParliamCDt met ag in on the z8th ofTheDukcof • 
June, I70C, when hit Grace John Duke of /Irgyle. Argyle High 
her Majefty'5 High Comm.ffioner. went to the Par- Ccmiwflioncr. 
liamentoHoaie, where his Grace's Commiflion was read, and 
recorded ; after which a Commiflion to Jamti £dri of Sw- 
field to be Chancellor, Commiffioai to IVilliam Marquis of 
• Jmuaulalt^ and Ht^h Ear] of Loudwn, to be Secretaries of 
State, Dm^U Earl of Gla^ow, to be Lord Treafurer Deput^r, 
Sir yamij Murray of Pbiliphaugb, to be Clerk Regifier, and 
Adam Ormift&tu, to be Lord Juilice Clerk, were read and 
recorded as ufual. Then they adjourned to the third Infhnt, 
when they met again, and herMajefty's Letter to them ^vas 
read as followeth: And his Grace, the Lord Commiffioner 
and the Lord Chancellor made the Hallowing Speeches. 

ANNA REGINA. 

Mjf Lords and GentUmtn^ 

** ¥ T hath been oar great Care and Concern ever fincc Qaccn's Letter 

*' 1 onr Acceffion to the Crown, to prefcrvc the Peace, and ^^* 

'' promote (he true Intereft and Advantage of that oar an- 

^ tmc Kingdom ; and above all, to have your prefent £(la- 

^ bliAment fo ftcured, that both you, and after Ages may 

^ reap the Benefit thereof. 

*^ Yoa are now again met in Parliament, and no doubt. 
" with ft foil View of all your prefent Circumftances, which 
** wc heartily wifh may be feconded with fach Endcuvours 
*' on yonr Part, ar may belt accompliOi what we io really 
^ defign. 

<^ In your laf^ Meeting, we recommended to you with the 
** grcaieft Ear oeftnefs, the fettling of the Succrffion of that 
^' o«r ftntient Kingdom in the Protedant Line, and feveral 
** Things having fince happened, which (hew the great In- 
•* COnvvQieney of this MHtter*s continuing in Sufpence, wc 
•* cannot bat at prefent moft ferionfiy renew the Rccommcn- 
^ datioa of this Settlement, as being convinced of the grow- 
•' ing NeceiBty thereof, both for the Prefervation of th^ 
*' Proteftant Religion, and the Peace and Safety of all our 
'^ Dominions, and for defeating the Defigns and Attempts 
** of ail car Eocmies. And to prevent any Objedlions to 
da ** ih* 



Aiuo 4 Atoft* ^^ Che faid Settlement, that can be fuggefted from the V)ewf 
1705. (c Qp Fears of future Inconvenienciet that may happen to 

that our Kingdom from thence, we ihall be ready to giro 
'^ tlie Royal Aflenc to fuch Proceedings aod Reftri&ions, as 
^' fli JI be found neceiT.ry and reafonal^Ie in fucK a Cafe } ^td 
*' :}.ercforc we muil ilill leave it upon yo^ as poA neceHary 
" Lr aM the £nd^ already mentioned* that you go to the 
^^ Settlement of ihe Succcflion before all other Bofir^efs. 

^^ We are folly fati&fied, and doubt not bat you are, that 
*^ great Bencfi.s wU, arife to all our Subjcds by an Union of 
•* Scot!a?id an J England^ and that nolhing will contribute 
•' more to the compofing of Differences, and eztinguifh the 
** Heats that are unhnppily raifed and fomented by theEce- 
^' mies of both Nations, than t)ie promoting of ereiy thing 
** that tends to the procuring thf fame. Therefore we ear-' 
• *'• ncftly recommend to you 10 pafs an A&. for a CommilGcn 
*' to fet a Treaty on foot between the Kingdoms, as our Par- 
*' liament of England has done, for efieSuating ivhat \% I0 
*^ dtiirable. and for iuch other Matters and Things as may 
*' be judg^'d proper for our Honour, and the Good and Ad- 
*' vantage of both I^iagdoins for ever ; in which we (hall 
^^ moil heartily give oar bell Affillance. 

^' The Supplies granted by the Parliament for maintain. 
** ing the Forces, with thePortf, Garrifonsand Frigates, are 
*' now ac an end, and the fame being ftill neceflary to be 
*' maintained ; as likewife that (he Maga^nes of Arms and 
*' An:mun:tion be duly iurmfhcd, for the Peace and Sccurrry 
*' of the Kir gdom. efpecially now in Time of War. we 
** doubt not but you will provide the Supplies neadfiil, in 
^^ fuch manner as may be eafy and ciicdual. <^ 

«< We have named the Duke of JrgyU to be oar Coffl- 
*' mifOoner, to reprefent our Perfon in this Stifion of Par- 
'' liament, as ore, of whole Capacity and Zeal for oar S^r- 
*' vice, and the Kingdom's Good and Advaotage, we are 
^' fufiicieatly aiTured, and no lefs hopeful chat he will be ro 
" you acceptable: We have fully empowered him to de* 
^' ciare our firm Rcfolution to maintain the Govcrnmct c 
'^ bcth in Church and State, as by Law eilabliihed» and X^^- 
*^ wife to confent to fuch further Laws as ihaU be though: 
" needful for that end. 

" We have alfo empowered him to give the Royal AiTert 
*' to fuch good Laws, as (hall be concluded for the Advarce- 
«* ment of Piety, and Difcouragement of Immorality^ for 
** the beucr encouraging and improving of Trade and Ma- 
*' nufidlure, the further Sccu,ring of private Rights aed 
" Conveyances, and for promoting the more eafy and fpeedy 
•* Adminiilration of Juilicc; and generally, for what may 

** be 
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** be foqnd for the Good and Adrantage of the Kingdom. Anno 4 
** In all fuch, and whatever elfc may contribute for ihcHap- JT^S^ 
•* pinefs and Satisfaaion of oqr People, you fhill have our 
** ' ready and chearfjil Concurrence ; Apd fo we bid you lyiar- . 
^ tily farewcl." ' 

Gh^n at our Court at Windfor Caftle, the i^th of June, 
1 705 ; and of our Rtign tht ^h Tear, 

By h^r Majcfty*« Command, 

David Nairn E. • 

His Grace, my Lord CommiSioner, made afcerwards the 
following Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

^ Her Majelly has in her mod gracious Letter expreflfed Lor* Hi«b 
fo much Tendernefs ^nd Affcaion rowards this Nation, in ^^^""^^ 
afluring you, that the will maintain the Government, as clla- ^ 
bliftied by Law, both in Church and Sratc ; and acquainting 
you that (he has been pleafcd to give mc fqch Power, to pafs 
fuch Adls as may be for the Good of the Nation, that, were 
jt not purely to comply with Curtom, I might be filenr. 

* Her Majefty has under her Confiderarion the prcfciic 
CircumUancrs of this Kingdom ; and out of her extreme 
Concern for its Welfare, has been gracio.:riy p'fafed to re- 
commend to you two Expedi(*nts, to prevent the Ruin, which 
docs but too plainly threaten us: In the firft place, your fct. 
iling the Succeffion in the Proreihnt Line, as what is abfQ- 
lutely and immediately necefiiry to fecure our Peace,, to cooj 

• thofe Heats Which have, wi(h great fndudry r,nd too much 
SucCcfs, been fomented amorg as, and eff-^ually difnppolnt 
the Defigns of all our Bnemie?. In tlie fecond, a Treaty 
with England, which you yoarfelvcs havefhewn lb great an 
Inclination for, that it is not to be fuppofed it can meet with 
any Oppofit on. 

* The fmall Part of the Funds which were appropriated, 
in your lall Meeting, for the Army, are now at an end, and 
I believe t^try body is fatisfied of how great a Ufc our Fri- 
gates have been to our Tnde ; and it is fit to acquaint you, 
our Forts are ruinous, nnd our Magazines empty. There- 
fore I do not doubt but your Wifdom will diredl you to pro- 
vide fui table Supplies. 

* A/y Lords and Gentlemen, I am mofl fenfiblc of the Dif»- 
ficalties that attend this Poft, and the Lofs I am at by my 
want of Experience in Aff.irs ; but I fhall enitavour to 
make it up by my Zeal and Firmnefs in ferving hirr M-ijclly. 
and the great Regard I (hall have Co wha^fo^vcr may be for 
the Gobd of my Conn try.' • n 

Then 



A«M 4 ^1^ Tken my Loid Ghaaoeaar (poiw Co the ASeMty fa tlit 
>7«5* /bnowing Words : 

^^T^T Jl^ Lords and Gmtemn, 

VerdCluiiitl- ' Her Majefly in lier moft gndoas Lettor, and nf Lord 
lor*t Speech. CommiflioDer his Grace, id his Speech,. do |>ropofe thofe 
Things to yourCoofidermtion, which are of the grcatcli Im- 
portance for the Security of your Religioo and Liberties; 
and her Majefty is noil willing to do all that is in her 
^ Power, to promote the Happinefs aad Profperity of all her 
Subjcas. 

* For thfie Ends her Majefty doth, with great Eamefioe^ 
continufitorecoanmend to yoa the Settlement of the SoooeiiaQ 
to the Crown in the Protefiant Lioe, as the fureft Mealoze Sat 
preferring all that isvaloabk to yoo,with regard cither to your 
£icred or civil Concerns : So long as this is delayed^ the £ae- 
mies of our prefent Eftabliihment will contiooe their bod De- 
figns, and be ready to take the firft Opp^muiky to diftarb the 
pablic Peace ; and when can you enter upon the Delibentioa 
of this Matter* with greater Advanuge than now in her^Ma- 
jefty's own Time ; and when you have Afiurances ^roea her 
of aU Encouragement, and that ihe is ready to grant foch 
Limitations and Conditions of Government, with reg^ to 
the Succeffor, as can be reafooably propoied, aad will gjne 
lier Royal Concurrence in every thing that can make this 
Settlement advantageous to this Nation ? 

* Her Majefty doth s\{6 in her Royal Letter, with gccat 
Concern, fignify her Defign to prevent all Diftrenoes that 
may happen between this Kingdom and that of Ew^mmdi 
and propofcs the only Expedient in this Matter, the iectiiig 
on foot a Treaty of Union, and of fuch other Matten and 
Concerns as may be for her Majcfty's Honour, aad the Good 
and Advantage of both Kingdoms. It is nnqneftioQaUj the 
Intereft of both Nations, that tbey be more dofely nnked; 
and that there be an entire Communication of Advantages 
and Privileges, and that they both had the fame Intereft, 
which would make this Iflaad fecure at Home and fiirmida- 
ble Abroad ; and you are afinrcd of her Ma jelly *s Royal Om- 
cnrrence and Affiftance, to make this Treaty efibduaJ, to the 
mutual Advantage of both Kiogdoms. 

< You will certainly think it reafonable to grant the necdfol 
Supplies for maintaining the Forces and Frigates, and foe 
other Ufes mentioned in her Maje(ly*s Letter ; thefe being 
(b ncceflary now in Time of War, for the Support of her 
Majefty's Government, and for the Defence of this Nation, 
againft the Attempts and Dcfigos of our £nemiet« 



ivm) 

My Lords 4mi GiMtUmiM, a„^ j 

* My Lord C^mmiffioner being fblly iaftruaed by ber '^^^ 
Majcfty, ra every thing that concerns the Good of this Na- ^^^"^^^^ 
tion. yoa have the cleareft and grtateft Evidence of her 1^- 
jeay's fmA tender Care for the Happinefs of her People. I 
am therefore hopeltJl yen will improve this moft defireable 
Opportunity, for promoting of Piety, for encooraging oar 
Trade, for preferving yoar Peace, and for doing all that 
may be for the mutoal Satisfaaion of her Majefty and her 
Subjeas.' , ^ J / »"" «w 

Thcfe Speeches and other necefiary FonrnOa's being over, 
on the 5 th the following Motions were made. ^ 

Thefirft by the Marquis of ^^m^^/,. one of the Secre- MctJom msde 
tan« of State, thospropofed. That the Parliament go into by theManmeft 
confideration offoch Limitations and Conditions of Govern of AnmuuWe, 
ment, ai (hall be judged proper for th^ next SacceSor in the ^}J^'f^^^ 
Proteftant Line. and Earl of 

The fecond by the Earl Mari/cha/, thus, Refolved. that*^' 
this Hottfe, before aU other Aflairs, wiH make foch a Recu- 
lation of the Trade and Coin of this Kingdom, as mav ba 
moft proper for the Advantage of this Nation 

The third by the Earl of Marr, thus, Refolved, that thii 
Hoofc. will prqpeed preferable to all other Bnfiods. to takft 
into their Confideration fht Nation's Circuiiftanctt, as to 
Ei^lmtd, and how to enter into a Treaty with them. 

This )aft being (econded by few, his LordOiip choueht& 
towithdmw ,t till another time; but the Hoofc fell ktoa 
Debate of fix Hours upon the twofirft Motions, and at laftit 
cameto the Queflion. Proceed to the Cbnfideration of Coi« 
and TVade. or to Limitations firfi ? And the firft was carrirf 
by about lOo. Then a fecond Queftion was put. Whether 
the^Coin, Wf. rhouW be taken into Confideration by way 
of Rtfolve, which excluded all other Bufiaefs tiU that Im 
determined or byway of Propofal, which admitted of other 
^ofinefs ; this was earned too by a great Majority. 

The loth, an Aa dticharging the Importation of Cor» 
from BwglaiuiniA Ireland: And an Aa d^harging thelm^ 
portation of Enghfi^ Irifi, and all Foreign Buttefand Checfe. 
were read. 

c«d to the Nomination of a Socceffor. till we have hidaSL 
premew TVettjr wiii SngUnd'ok relatioii to our Commeice 
«ia otter Ccmeenu with that Nation. And &rth«rTfaw! 
foljed. •>« th« Pa^«me« wiu proceed to make foch Li. 
muanmt and Conditions of Go»erament, for the Reaifajl 
JKw of ew Conftttntion, at may fecwe the Liberty. Relf- 

gioa 
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5 Annry ligion and Indcpenderxy of this Kingdom, before they ipta- 
1704. cecd to the fa id Nomination. 
V^SrV^ The 36:h. Mr. Flctcbert^ Salton prefentcd an Aft forfc- 
Ijjr. Fletcher f panting from the Grown, and annexing to the Property of 
^a Treaty '""^ Landea^mcn, all Mines of Gold and Silver, within the 
with England* Bounds belonging to them- The 31ft o{ July, the faid Mr. 
Fletcher of Salton, gave in the following Refolve : Rcfolvetf, 
* Th t in purfuance of the Rcfolution made lafi Seflion of 
Parliament, and now again confirmed in this, the FariiaoieDt^ 
noHvithllanding the unneighbourly and injurious Ufagc re- 
ceived, by an Ad lately ^A^cd in the Parliuniem of £iijii7«y, 
entitfei, an A£l for the cff -clual fecuring of the Kingdona of 
Enjand, Sec. is ilill willing, in order to a good UDderllaiui. 
ir.g between the two Nations, to enter into a Treaty with 
Evglar.d ; but it is not corfiiient with thc^Honour and Intereft 
of this irdepcndcnt Kingriom to malie any Aft, or appoint 
^ CoinmiCioners for thaf End, until the Parliament of Ef^iand 

Co propolc the fame in a more neighbourly Manner. 

Keiolvtd, To proceed to the ncceiTary A£ls for regulating 

our Trade, the R.itification of our prefent ConititatiOD, and 

the Liiiiiiations, in the Terms of our firil Revive. 

AwothCT by Refo ve prcfeniCil by the Lord Bellha^en, That we u;U 

loid Bellhavcn* j^Ve irto Co n fide ration the, Rcd\ificatJon of ojjr Conftitation, 

and the Limitations upon the Prjotellao; SuccefTor, previous 

\t the Conficicration of any Treaty with England. 

Another with An A61 for free voting, prefentcd by the Lord Jnftruther^ 

^^X W ^^"^- ^^^ ^'^^^" of Parhamenfc confidering the evil Conic 

il^^her. ^ c[uences that may rife by Oi^cers of the Cuilom or Excife, 

Ccllcdors or Surveyors, being Members of Parliankeoc, 

therefore our Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majefiy, witb Con- 

ftnt of the Eflates of Parliament, to prerent all Je&loitfies, 

and give full Satisfa6lion to all her good Subjects, Aamus» 

eradts and declares, that hereafter ao Officer of the Cuftoms, 

or Excile, Collcdor or Surveyor* nor Mannger of tbeCaf- 

toms, nor Farmer of any Branch of her Maje(ly% Revcooe, 

dircdly or indiredlly, fhall be Memben of Parliament i and 

declares this A£i (hall have, its Commencement cbe next Par- 

JicirnentthHt (hall be called . 

' The whole Day was fpent upon the atiove- mentioned Re- 

folves, and upon Debate, whether to goliril xt^om the Conii- 

dcration of a Treaty of an Union with England^ or upon 

Limitations, it was carried for Limitations. 

Dc-Mte on cf^a- On the 1 1 th of Jul}\ the Parliament haiVing taken a 

bii^mgaCvun* CouDcil of Trade under Confideration, upon a Debate, whe** 

cilof Trade, jj.^^ ^j^g >Jomination of the Members of it (hoald be left m 

Which i5 to be tjjg Queen, or whether they Ihould be named by the Parlia* 

r^'k^u '^''^ ^'^^^^ ^^ ^^'*^ ^^'^*^^ ^^^y ^^"^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ *^ Parliament. 
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On tbe t4tli (he Council of Trade being twenty-ofte ih Ahno 4, AnUM^ 
Namber^ v/«. fcven of each Efiate, were named in Parlia* i70$* 
mcot, each £ilace naming fcven of their own Members, ex- 's/V'^*/ 
eluding all Farmers and CoUedors of the Revenoe. The 
16th, the Overture of an Aft for chufing Officers of Sttte, Proceedings on 
Privy Council, Treafary and Bxcheqaer, in cafe of her Ma- feTeral Points, 
jefty's Deceafe, without Heirs of her fiody^ was read ; and by way of Pro^ 
alfo an At\ for a Triennial Parliament « and both were marked ^/'°!|> JS ^^*, 
a firll Reading. They proceeded alfo to confider the Aa pjlth. ** ' 
about the Way of chufing Officers of State, ^Tc. in cafe of 
her Majclly*8 Deceafe without Heirs of her Body, and after 
Det»te upon the Clanfe for naming the (aid Officers, it was 
put to the Vote, if the Nomination of the Officers of State^ 
&c, fhottki be i>y the King in Parliamem, with the Advice, 
Confenti and Approbation of the Eftates, or if the Nomina- 
tion fliould be by theEftates of Parliament! and carried that 
the Nomination ftould be by the Eftates of Parliament. 

Moved, that the Nomination upon the Death of any of 
the Lords of Seffioo or Jufticiary, be in the fame Manner aa 
the Officers of State, and added to this A&4 Moved alfo, 
ihat the fame be confidered by a ieparate Ad, and after 
rcafoning, agreed, that the Lords of Seffion and Jnfticiary be 
named in the fame Manner as the Officers of State, and that 
the Commiffions to be granted to them upon any Vacane/ 
ihall be during Life^ 

On tftie 2tft the Parliament proceeded to the further Confi- 
deration of the AA, about the Way of chufing Officers of 
State, in cafe of her Majefly's Deceafe without Heirs of her 
Body, and moved, that a Claufe be added, that in the Event 
aforefaid there be three Prefidencs of the Seffion chofen and 
named by the Parliament, to pretide by Turns for the Space- 
of two Months only^ and after reafoning it was pat to the 
Vote, add the Claufe or not, and carried in the Negative.* 
Then the Ad being read, it was put to^ the Vote, approve 
the AA or not, and carried approve. 

Some Days before, the iollowing Draught of * Limita- 
tions was given in by Mr. F/gicher of Sa/io/f, upon whicb 
there were leveral Debates and Speeches. 

Overtures for Limitations on the Succtilbrs of her Majcfty 
deceafing without Heirs of her Body, who ihall be likewift 
Kings of England. \ 

I That Elcdtions fliall be made at tv^ry Michaelmas ^^'^^^^^^'^. 
head Court for a new Parliament every Year, to fit the iirrt I^«eht of U-» 
of Novembtr next following, and adjoarn ihemfclves from ""^"^"•* 

1705. e' time 

* Thefe Lixnitations were both giyt n into Parliament, and ftf fortft m 
Print in 1703. 
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^Mbo-4 Aniupi time Co tttne till next Michae/mas. That tlef clafe dicif 
i7<^5*. own Pirefidciic, and that every thing fliall be determiacd hf 
b/^V^^ ballotting in place of voting. 

'II. That k> many Icflec Baro&$ (hatl be ad<M to the Par- 
];amcot, as there have been Noblemen created fiace tkfl|bi 
AugmtotatioD of the Number of Barons ; and tiat in aQ 
Time coming, for every Nobleman that ihall be created, 
there ihaU be a Baron added lo the Patliament. 

I J I. That no Man have a Vote in Fartiamtnt but t No* 
Uemao or defied Afiexnber. 

IV. That the King ihall give the Royal Afleot to aD Laws 
offered by the £flate», aiid that the Prefident of the P^lia- 
^cnt be empowerad by hi« Majefty to give the Royal Af* 
ijfitit in his Abfence, and have lo/. Surling a Day Salary. 

V. That a Committee of thirty one Members, of whkh 
9iM to be a ^tiomm^ chofen out of their own Nomber by 
every Parliament, (hAll, during the Intcnrak of Parliaffleat, 
tJider the King, have the Adminiftracioo of the Govemin^t, 
be his CouDcii, and be accountable to the ncxi Parliameoc, 
with Power in extraordinary Occafions to cafi the Parliament 
together s and that in the (hid Coancil all Thhigs be deter- 
mined by bylloiting in the place of voting. 

VI. That the King without Coafonc of Parliament, Ihali 
not have tl^e Ppwer of aaaking Peace and War, or that of 
concluding any Treaty with any other State or Potentate. 

VIJ. That all Places and Offices, both civil and miliiary, 
and all PeDfions fornaerly conferred by oar King, ft»& ever 
af.er be given l>y Parliament. 

Vni. That no Regiment nor Company of HoHe» Poor, 
or DrA goons, be kept on foot in Peace or War, but bj C6n- 
fent of Parliament. 

IX. That all the fenfible Men ot the Nation, between 
fix7 and fixteen, be armed with Bayonets and Firelocks, alt 
of a Calibre, and continue always provided in fucb Arms, 
with Ammunition fuitable. 

X. That no general Indemnity, nor Pardon for any Tnmf- 
greflbr aga{n(l.the Public, (ball be valid without the Cooient 
of Parliament. 

XI. That the fifteen Senators of the College of Jofticc, 
HvAl be incapable of being Members of Par!iamer«t, or of 
any other Office, or any Penfioo, but the Salary beloagtng 

. . to their Place to be in<;nefi(ed .as the -Parliamcni fluU think 
fit, cho* the Office of Pre&ui^ot bc in three of thfiir Num- 
ber, to be named by Paj-liam^nt, and (ha^ there b^no ejura- 
ordiAary Lords'; and alfo that the Lords of the Jiifiice 
Court (hal! be diilind from thofe of the Seiiioo, and under 
ih«.iiune.fiiflftci£kiotis*' 

XII. That 
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Xff. That if Kiy King bnak in ratpon miy of thefe Con- Afino 5 Xhmr^ 
dicidiit of Oevernineoe, iia Ihdl bj che fift«tei be tiedared '"06. 
CO have forfeited the CrowM. ^../^VX^ 

On the zzd, tlic PaHiamcirt proceeded to cof.fi(?er the >^^ ^or triennuil 
Ad for a Tritnuhd Parfiament; and afier fome reafoning, **" '^^^^ 
whccW thh Aa fhotfid take EfFcft during the Queen's ^^""^^^"^ 
Retgtr, or not tiH the Rergn of the SuCceflbr, it w,s put tq 
the Voce^ and carried that it (hould take EfFefl during her 
Majefty'a Relfeti. Moved, tliat thfs Parliament cjhtinuc^ 
bn\y for one rear afttr the Date c?r the A£l : and alfo 
ittCftei, that it may cootinue for three Years afif. ; being 
put to the Vote, it was <rai*ried that it may continue three 
Years. Morcd, that by the AA all FaYmcrs and Collcaors 
of her Majcily'd Cbdom and E*cife, and Surveyors, be dc- 
dared to be imcaf>Able to be chofen- Members of Parlia And approved, 
ment. ' Then the whole A6t being read, it was put to the 
Vote, approve or ndt, and carried approve. 

PROCEEDINGS in the Scotch Par- 
hiAMVf^T relating to the * Union, 1706. 

TH E Commiflioneri of bo:h Kingdoms having pre- 
pared a complete Scheme of an entire Union be- 
tween the two Nation?, fome Particulars being only 
referred, to be fettled by their refpedive Parliaments ; when 
every thing was agreed to, they prefented one Copy of the 
Treaty to the Queen, and each Side had a Copy, to be pre- 
ieoted to^their refpeflii'e Parliaments, all the three Copiea 
being iigned by the Coomiiflioncrs of both Kingdoms : It was 
refolved to lay the Matter iirft before the Parliament of ^ 
Scot/anJt becaufe it was apprehended it would meet withche 

freateft Oppofition there. Accordingly, when the Scotcif 
arlianaent met, on the 3d of O^^bir^ his Grace Jamet Duke -. ^ ^ 
of ^enjiury, her Majcfty*! High Commiflioner, went to ^'^^J^^o^j' 
the Parliament Houfe, attended by mod of the Nobility, High vJommif- 
tiaroni and Members of Parliament, where his Graced fioner* 
Commiffion was read and recorded as ufual. After which^ 
her M«jefty*< Letter to the ParliAmeot was read as follows : 

jNNE a. 

" QINCE your M Meeting, we did nominate Com.^, i' tw 
** ^ miffioBcrs to treat of aAUnioft between our two King- to the Scotch 
e 9 '< domsl^'«&rlUmcat« 

^ Sec an Aocoont of the Proceedingii of the Comnuilioner* of both 
IChf&o^ lb Cb AKOI.IA** HU^* Ajum 5 Anas 1706, Pa^ 474. 
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fi4>o $ Annrnt ** dome oiSt$tkmd and E^iamk and by tlMif gml Cafe and 
i7P^ «< Diligence^ a Treaty is bapfttly concluded and laid bdoro 
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*^ We have palled yoa together as foon as our Af&irs could 
*' permit, that the Treaty may be ai)der your CoofideiacioDt 
^ in Parfuance of the A€i made in the laft Seffion of oor 
*^ Parliament chete; and we hope theT^rmi wi(l be accep* 
** table to you. 

*^ The Union has been longdefired by both Natimis, and 
^' we (hall efteem it the greateft Glory of our Reign to 
^^ have \i now perfected, being folly perfoaded, that k nialt 
^ prove the greateft Happincfs of oqr People. 

'^ An entire and perfect Uiiion will be the WiA Poqada- 
^ tion of lalling Peace : It will fecnre yqur, Religion, Li- 
^ berty and Property, remove the Apirooiities among yoar« 
^' felves,and the Jealonfies and Diffidences hetwix^o<lr own 
^^ two Kingdoms ; It mqft increafe yoiir Strength, Riches, 
*^' and l^rade: And by this Union the whole Iflsnd, beicg 
*' joined in Afiedlion, and free from all Apprehen£os of 
** diiFerent Interefts, will be enabled to refill all its Encmie«, 
^' fupport the Proteftant Intereft every where, and oiainiain 
^^ the Liberties of Eurofi, • 

«( We do upon this Occaiion renew the Aflaiances, we 
*' have formerly given you, of our Refolution to mainuin 
*^ the Government of the Church, as by Law eflablifhed in 
*' Scotland, and the A£ls of both Parliaments, upon wluch 
** this Treaty proceeded, having refcrved ibcir retpeflive 
•< Governments of the Chnrch in each Kingdom ; 'the Oom- 
** miffioners have left that Matter entire « and you have 
«' now an Opportunity for doing what may be neceiTary for 
M fecurir.g of your prefent Church Governmept, ^cer the 
^ V Union, within the Limits of Scotland^ 

*< The Support of Our Government, and your own Safety 
f« does require, that yon do make neceiTary Provifion for 
f< maintaining the Forces. Ships and Garrifons, until the 
•* parliament of Great Britain fliall provide for t)iefe ^nds 
« in the United Kingdom. . 

«* We have made Choice of pur trufty and right entirely 
P beloved Couitn and Counfellor, yama Dukt of ^eei/J^Mry^ 
•* to be Qur Commiflioner, and reprefent our Royal Perfon, 
f* being well fatisfied with his Fitnefs for that Truft, from 
*^ Experience we have of his Capacity, Zeal and Fideliij to 
f^ our Service, and the Good of his Coantry ; which, as it 
f* ha$ determined as in the Choice, we doubt not but will 
•f make him acceptable to you. 
Mj Lords and Gentlimen^ 

I' It cannot but be an Encouragement to yon to finiih the 

« Union 
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tf Uatm at Ak dme, ditt God Alroigkfy bas h^efltfd ^ur Aftm % Atm^ . 

^ Anns, and tlwfe of oar AUies, with (o. great Mcceu, whicb i7o6i 

'^ gives as the nearer Profprdl of a happy Peace, and wiili K^Y'^KJ 

** ic you will have the full PoiTeflion of all the Advantages 

^* of this Uoion i and you have no Reafon todoubc but the 

'* Parliament of E^latuf wtU do what is deGeiTary on (heir 

^ P4Jt, afcer the Readiaefs they have fiie«rn to remove what 

**^ oiighc obftru£l the cntring on the Treaty, ^^e anoi 

*' caroeftly recomaaead to you Caimnefs and Unanimity, i« 

*^ ikis great ^nd weighty Afi'air, that the Union may be 

^ brought to a happy Conclufion, being the only cffldual 

*' Way to fee Q re your prefent and future Happineis, and to 

'^ dilappoioc the Dtfigns of our and your £nemie5, who wjll, 

*^ doubtlefs. Of) this Occaiion, ufe their utmoit Endeavours 

** to prevent or de'ay this Union, which ipuft fo much con* 

*^ tribute to oar Glory, and the Happinefs of our People: 

*' And fo we bid yop heartily farewel. 

Givi9 at our Courf 4/ Windfor Caftle, the thirty firfi Day 
of July, 1706 \ and of our "Reign the fifth Year, 

By her Majtrlly's Command. 

Tlie Letter being read, his Grace the Duke of ^eenf. 
burjy her Majefty^s High Commiflloncr, fp^ke as followi: 

liify Lords and Gentbmen^ 

^ Her Majefty, by her gracious Lectar, has acquainted Lord 
yoo, chat the Treaty of Union between the Kingdoms of ^<'"" 
Scafiu$nl and England (purfu^nt to an AA made in your lali ^P^"*^ 
Seffion) has been happily agreed on, which is now in my. 
Lord Rfgifter's Hands, ready 10 be laid before yoo« 

^ The Lords Cominiffi 'ners for this Kingdom have been 
diligent ^od zealous in concrrting jnfl and reaiefiable Terms ; 
and it muft be acknowicdged, we meet witl^^a n ry fair and 
friendly Difpofitioo in the Lords Cooimifiooctrs on the other 
Piart* > 

* The Treaty has, with all Humility, been prefented to 
the Queen; and was moft graaioofly received } and tho* no 
Reign was ever io truly great, lor wife and fteady Council s, 
and ib-many imporunt Succefles, as that of .her Majefly, yet» 
you fee, Aie is pleafed to eiicem the perfedling of this Union, 
as the greateft Glory of her Reign, being <he moil (olid 
Founduion of a lading Security to the Prpteftant Religion, 
and the Liberties of £iin^,^.aod of Peace and Happincfs to 
ber People. 

* Thefe Reafops, I doubt not, will make the Treaty ac< 
ceptable to you ; and I perfuade myfelf that you will proceed 
with fttcb Caimnefs and Impartiality, a.<t the Weight of the 
Sublet reqttirM» and «# (leqiiQes ib £reaj: ao AiTcmbly. 

' ^ ' ^ Tha 
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jlav 5 A^amjt, fluoald be n^i .at alfo (he Minutes of the (aid ComoiiiSotft 
i^ofr* en. And tb^ ordered that ail Recordf, relating to former 

^yVX^' Treaties betwceo both Kiogdoas, fliould be laid before the 
Houfe ; and that in the Intervals of Parliament, they (boa<d 
be feen in the lower. Parliaaicnt» where fome of the Lord 
^giller^ Servants were to attend. And the Articiea of 
Union being accotdingly read again, it wa» agreed. Tbac the 
Parliament ibouid proceed to the Conf aeration of them. 

A plL, wed ^^ • ^* ' ^*^' ^^^^ '^*^ debated the Vote of the i zik, to 

fer fcieoTer* P^^c^d ihe Articles of. the Union, or delays the Country 
Parcy argued for a Delay : But being pat to the Vote, it was 
carried Proceed, Yca*$ 1 16, No*s 52 ; fo that it was carried 
by 64. 

. On the 1 6th, they read the firft eight Articles of the Treaty, 
and the Proceedingi of the Commiffioners relating to them ; 
and on the 19th. the IXtb, Xth, Xlth, XUth, XIIIth» and 
XlVih, were all feverally read, with the Proceedings of the 
Comniiffiuners in the Treaty relating to them ; and were all 
61 courfed 00. Then the XVth Article was read^ with the 
Prucecdings relating to it : And alter fome reafoning, there 
aroie a Debate about the Calcalation of the Sums tbercia 
jueutioAed ; which was adjourned till the next Meeting. 
The Calculations debated, were about the Equivaleat of 
3980^^0/. 10/. to . bq^granted to Sfoilatt^p for coming into 
leveral Cufloms, now payable in England^ and applicable 
towards JPayment of the Debts oi England, contraded before 
the Union ; according to the Proportions which the prefent 
Cuiloms in Scotland, being 30000/. per Jnaum^ did bear to 
the Cuiloms in £«;^/a«i, computed at I35i5>9/. f^r A^» 
num : and which the prefent Excife in Scotland^ being 33500/! 
ftr Annum^ bears to the Excife in Engiandf com|)ut»l at 
947602/. per Annum. 

On the 2 2d, the Debate about the Calculation of the 
Eq^iivaient of 398085 /. 10 r. was returned ; and alter ibme 
Time fpent upon it, it was agreed to name a Committee of 
three Pcrfons of e.ich State, to proceed and examine the fiud 
CakulatioH^ and to report the fame to tne Parliament. Thea 
ieveral Paragraphs of the XVth Article were read again, aad 
funhcr argued on. The XVIth and XVihh Articles were 
allb read ; and with the Proceedings of the CommiiCoacrs 
rtrlating to them, were alfo argued upon. So was ike 
XVilhh Article, and the Proceedings relating to it, and a^ 
ter feme Difconrfc upon it, the further Confideration of this 
Article was delayed till the next Sitting ; the fame Day ie- 
ireral Members fpoke to Equivalent and Trade in general* 
and to that of the African Company in particular : Upon the 
kuer, there were t>vo Motions soade, pne, that (he Parlia- 
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inent fliouM infift upon i Coiripejkiatioii of all the LolTes the Aoho 5 Amuii, 
^ariiu.CompAMy had fuIlQined, fiDce thofe Lofl>i were occa >7o6- 
£oiird bf the undue imeraieddliog of England, as appeared ^fi^^OC^ 
by former Votes of tke Parliameot of Scotland. The other 
^tras, that fiseing the Eqairalent to be given to the Proprie- 
tors oi the j^rican Compaoy^ was not to be paid by England ^ 
ba^ oat of the Sceis Cuftoms and fexcife, and therefore the 
Property of thac Company ought to belong to the ICingdom 
of StodoMly as a National Company, and not be abandoned 
until the Nation faw a proper Occaiion, and ah adequate 
Price for it. Both thefe Motions, ancl feveral others of the 
like ibrt^ were laid apoii the Table» to be coniidercd when 
the Articles to which they related were uken intd Confide- 
rattoa. 

On the e^d the XVlllth Article of the Union was a^iit 
f«ad, wJien it was moved, that the Englijh Laws concerning 
the R^olation of Trade, Vc. ct) which Scotland, by virtue 
of the Treaty, was liable, be printed. Moved alio, that the 
Engliji Book of Rates, with the Abridgment of the Laws re- , 

iating thereunto, be printed. Moved alfo, that it be remit- 
ted to a Committee of Parliament^ to caufe fuch of the faid 
Laws to bo printed as they fliall fee jofi^ or to report to the 
Parliament. And after foroe Debate lipon it, the farther 
Confidetation of it was delayed till the next Sitting, 

On the 29th, the Day that the XlXch, XXth and XXIft The Lauder Iiv- 
Articles were read and debated^ and that the 5£XIId and ftruaionsread/ 
XXHld was read, a Print was delivered to all the Members 
AS they entered the Houfe, which ran in thefe Words : 

InArudions by the Magiftrates and Town Codncil of the 
Burgh of Lauder^ to their Commiflioner in Parliament, in 
relation to the Union propos'd betwixt the Kingdoms of 
Scotland and Ef^land, 

* At Latuln-tht 2jd Day of Oaober, 1706 Years, the 
which Day the Bailiffs and Town-Council of the Burgh of 
LandiTi being convened in Council within the Tolbooth of 
the faid Burgh, having received a Letter diredled to them from 
she Right Honourable Sir Samuel MackcUllan, Lord Provoil 
^Edinburgh, dated the 1 5th Day of OSobtr Inllant, calling 
sod iodiding a general Convention of the Royal Boroughs^ 
CO be holden and to fit at Edinburgh upon the 29th Day of 
ibis InfUat OSobir^ and intreating to fend a Commiffioner 
to the laid Convention, fully inftruAed, in rdation to the 
Unk>n. propofed betwixt the Kingdoms of Scotland znd Ejig* 
Amd^ l^c, as the faid Letter bears. And the faid Letter, 
with the Articles of the faid propofed Union, bein^ both 
4Mr^4f/ias pobiicly ready in prefence of the BaiiifTs and Coun- 
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Attoo sAtmm, cil and all the other BnrgreiTes, lohabktntiofcbefctKnsh, 
1706. allowed by the BaillfTs and Council in this fb pmt Coacero, 

\,^^^r\^ to be there prefent, and to give their OpiniiMis. ic-wwna- 
animoufly agreed toby the BiiliUs tM Cdnadl* «adi Oeni. 
fent of their neighbouring Bui^ffeai that Sir DrnvU Cm^ 
ningbam of Mi/ncraig, Knight and BarOBCC. and rllW»Ctta- 
minioner and Reprefentacire ill this pmfeat Pnrtiamtiit, 
fhould be their Commiifioner in the forefaid gumni Cbavca- 
tion of Boroughs, in the Terms of their Coanmlflni of the 
Date hereof. And being fiilly conrtnced^ that iHnit their 
Commiflion for reprcfenting them » tbiacnrreiit P»iiancat, 
be conceived In the moft full «nd ample Ttnna laagmabk, 
y6t the fame can never empower him to ad or vols wmj chiiif , 
which may tend to the impairing or fobfcrtlagp ^r afccring 
any manner of way his Conftitaents CotoftitDtkM^ H^|^ or 
Privileges, without their pahicalar and attMimow OtmlcBt 
given him for that EffeA. And having likewHe fivioofly 
confidered the feveral and particular Articles of the frid pro- 
pofed Union, and that they look upon tliemfelves aa faooad 
in Duty, at thii tirne^ to* give their Opinion is velKbs 10 
the Union propofed^ do therefore ananimoiiflf ^f» It as their 
humble Opinion, that the d«mlving the Ponseraof the &s£r 
Parliament into the Hands ota fmall number of Loids, Ba- 
rons and Boroughs, allowed by the Ud propofed Aiticlcs to 
fit and vote with the whole Lords and Commons of BrngUad^ 
in a Parliament to be called the FarUameia§fGnmi*BnimM^ 
is diftionourable aod prejudicial to the Kiogdoa ^ imUmU^ 
tending to the DeflrudUoo^of their ancient Conftitncioa* and 
all their Rights and Privileges, as a free People infenefal, 
and to every individual Perfon and Society withio tbo fane, 
efpecially that of the Boroughs. 

* Therefore, unlefs it (hall be firH agreed to in this piefeat 
Parliament, or any other before the faid UnuNH that the 
Zc9ti Parliament (hall continue in all time h eicafiot aa iar- 
merly, and the Laws and Subjeds i^f Sc9tUmd ftall be only | 
fnbjefted to the Wifdom of a Sects Parliament, ooadlltaced 
according to the Laws of the faid Kingdom : The Ihid Bai- 
liffs and Council, with Confent of their Burgefle^i lynre cm- 
powered, authorized and required, and hereby caa pow e rp 
authorifc and require the faid Sir Dan;id Cmam^hmm^ their 
Commiflioner in this prefect Parliament for tliea« and ifl 
their Names and Behalf^ in open and plain PftrHameati bf 
his Vote to diflent to, and difapprove of all aod every ooe 
of the ^nicies of the faid propofed Union. And ia czie 
the faid Sir David ftitW not follow and obey thefe eor fo* 
ftrudliohs, we proteft, that his Vote in the contiaty thereof 
is nail, being not only Contrary to his CoBftitaents their Is* 
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ilniftionSf bat likewife tending to the impairing and fabv^rt- Anao 5 Ann*, 
ing ^ their CpftftitmioA and Privilege: Bat in cafe it ihall >7o6. 
be firfl agreed to, by thii or any faccceding Parliaoienc, that v-Z^YX^ 
this and the fucceeding Parliament fliall continue ^ as for- 
merljf wethea promife uy give him» or any other our Com- 
miffioner for the Time, our parlicnlar Infirudiona, as to the 
other feveral Articki^ of the laid propofed Union. And that 
this oor Opinio» and Proceedings may be made known to 
oar Brethren the other Royal Boroughs, we have ordained 
thefe Preients to be pablidy prinrrnl and difperfed among 
them, in Teibmony whereof the iaid Sir David Cunnitig'' 
bam*% Commiffion to the Royal Boroughs, and tbefe his In- 
firoAiomto the Parliament, being fubfcribed by the Bailifli 
in prdence ctf» and at the Command of the Council, are ex- 
traded forth of the Town-Coort Books of the Borough of 
Ijttuhr^ by Miri ^Mi^lrr^, Common fi^rk of the fame, and 
the €ommoQ Seal of the iaid Borgh is hereunto affixed.* 

^U fubfcrihitur^ 

hi. Henderfon, Clerk. 

Tbe (ame Day, Mr. TUtchmr of Sal/on took the Frfedom Co Mr, Fletcher's 
iay ia Parliament, that thelntereft and Honour of the Nation winn AOertioite 
was betrayed by their Commiffioners. This occafioned a Motion that he 

great Heat in the Houfc, and'ic was demanded chat he ihoald might be called 
e called to the Bar i upon which feveral Members of all ^^ ^ ^^ 
Ranks flood ap to vindicate what he had faid : And after a 
long Debate it was propofed, that he Oiould explain him- 
felf. The Explanation which he give was to this Effca,Hi» boldEspla- 
That he could find no other Ifame bat Treachery co the ad- nation, 
ing of thoie Gentlemen : He did indeed acknowledge that 
the Word was harih, but it was Truth s and if the Houfe 
thought he had committed any Offence by the ExprefEon, he 
was grilling to fubmit to their Cenfure i upon which the 
Debate was let h\L 

When the Articles about the Number of Scoo Lords and 
Commona, that were to be admitted to the Parliament of 
Grgat Britain, and the Proceedings of the Commiffioners re- Maitmefs of 
bting to the (ame, were read, there were fharp Speeches on Ann^dale, 
both Sides, particularly betwixt the Marquefs of Annan//a/eZ. of Stur* 
and Earl of Stair, by Mr. fUtchtr of Saltan, the Lord Juf* Mr. Fletcher, 
tice Clerk, and Sir ^. Home, And the Duke of Hamilton ^^J"^^ 
concluded with one, wherein many Doiibcs were propofed ^*'a'ho„^ 
aboat the ^ota of the Scots Lords and Commons, and the and Duke 0/ 
yielding the Precedency of tbe Scots Peers, to all the £ff^/^ Hamilton* 
of the Sime Rank ; to whkh no Aniwer was given, nor any 
Vote^iropofed that Night, fo that they adjourned. 
It mufi be owned that thofe who oppofed the Union, left 
f f Z no 
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^mjo 9 Ajittf, no Stone aAtarned to carry their Point; tb^f and tbetr 
*^ 170S, EmifTarics talked of Addrefies from all the Comers of the 
V/^^^N^^ Kingdom againft the prefent Scheme, wherein they pretend- 
ed not to be agaiifd an Union, but againft the TeriB^. as 
propofed in the prefent Articles ; (o that many of the Tfi- 
dcrs, who at firi feemed fond of it, now imbib'd ochcx No- 
tions, and Pamphlets were fpread about to pvfuadc die Pref. 
t)ycerians, that this Scheme was coiRiary to thetrNatkiial 
and rolenin League and Covenant, and that b3^ diefacra- 
mental Tcft» which was efhbltfiied in Ei^iand^ they wonid 
be excluded from all pnblic Pofts in thfe Govcrnmeor of 
Qreat Britain : And others pretended to aflixre them» tku if 
they made the Repeal of that Teft a Condition of i^U* 
nion, it would be complied with in Ef^Utnd/ 

The Parliament bitring read the XXlVih and XXVth, 
being the two lafl Articles^ on the 30tb« they adjonraed to 
November ift. 

The Parliament went thro* the firft reading of the Articles 
pf the Union , lall Month, and on (he fir/t of November it 
was moved, that they ihould then proceed to the Aiitber and 
more particular C6hrideration of the Articles of Uniom, ia 
order to approve or not, and to^begin with, and read the firft 
Article. Moved alfo, th^t theforther Consideration of the 
Articles of the Union fhoald be delayed for fome confiderable 
time, tin t^te Sentiments of the Parliament of Efigiandcon^ 
cerning it be known $/nd that the Members of Parlttment 
might comfult thofd whom they reprefented. And after fome 
Debate on thofe Motions, feveW Petitions and Addrefies were 
8«yer%l Pcti- prefented , «i;/x. One in the Name of the Barons, Freeholder.^ 
^onsagaiiWlthegnj others within the Shire vf Midhtbran: Another in 
rf^9 ^ • Name of the Barons, Fi^holders, and others within the Shire 
of Lin!ithgo*w: And three, in Name of the Barons and Free- 
holders of Pertb Sbire : Allagainft fiU owing of an incorpo- 
rating Union with England i and read and dffcoarlcd on. 
And thereafter, the Debaie for Delay, on acccant of confalt- 
jng of thofe whom the Members reprefented, and of know- 
ing the Sentiments pf the Natiqn, and the Procedure of the 
I'arlinment of Engiand, was let fall, and agreed that the firft 
Article of the Union fhould be read; but that it (hoold be 
^ntire T»ext Sedirunt of Parliaments to debate whether or not 
the iiril Article fhould be concluded, by approving thereof, 
pr hot. Or if the Parliament might not, before coacludiEg 
thereof, begin with and conclude any other of the Ankles. 
And accordingly the firft Article |vaa read. The reft of the 
Day was fpent in reading and reafonine on the Ad^;-e£e3; 
the Country Party argued, that the Union was a Matter of 
fo great a^d general Concern, that it was not to be gone inta 
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Rvuh PrecipitatiODy and that there were many more Addref- Ajino 5 Anaft, 
fes comiDg, by which they would A-e the Inclinations of ch^ ^7^* 
iCountry, and of their ConHituents. After this feveral other ^-^O^^^ 
Propofals were offered as Preliminaries, before ihcy (hou'd ^^,1^""*"" 
^nter upon the Treaty ; one of which was, that this King- 
dom fiiould for ever be the Place of the Prince't Education 
and Rtiidence ; then there was a Debate^ whether th^y fhould 
proceed iotmediateiy to the Confideration of the iirll Article 
of the Treaty, or the Security of the Kirk. I'his Jailed till 
Night, and then the Parliament was adjourned till next Day, 
when accordingly ih.ey met, and had a very -warm Debue, pebate on fecuy 
whether they fljould firft fecnrc tjie If irk, of enter on the firll "n«thc Kirk. 
Article. Much Time being fpent in this, my Lord Regifter l-ord Rcgifter 
gave in aRefolvc as the State of the Vote, that they (hould en- f^^ "* * ^^* 
tcron the Article; but with this Provifo, that tho' it fbould ^^^* 
be voted and approved, it fhould be aa ways bindings except 
ail the relt were agreed to. hk oppofition to this, it was 
proppfcd, that the State qf the Vote ihould be fimply, enter 
on the Article, or firlt fecurethc Kirk. A great many fpokc 
for both States of the Vote? bat being put to the C]^eltion, 
the Lord Regifter's was carried by a Majority of 38, and Which is car*- 
then approved by a greater Number, After this there were ^' 
long and fmart Speeches, Pro and Con, on theSubjedl, parti* 
icularly by the Lord • Be/haveu, and Mr. FUtcher of Sqlton, 

During the Debate, whether the Security of the Kirk, or Farther Debate 
the firfl Article for uniting both Nations into one Kingc^om, <>« the Security 
under the Name of Great Britain, ihould have the Prefe- '^^ ^* ^'^• 
rence ; it was urged, that according tb the laudable CuHom 
pf this Kingdom, as appcin-s by their ancient Afls of Parlia? 
roenr, the Kirk had always the Preference to every thing 
elfe. But a Lord, when he foand that the firfl Articles of 
the Treaty had the Preference, alluding, with refpeA to fome 
who were of the oppofite Side, to Juiius Cafar^ Saying in 
the Senate, Et i-os etiam met Filii F And are ym a/fo againft 
me, my Sons? There had been Endenvours likewife uitd in 
the Commiflion of the Genera! AfTembly, to poflcfs them 
with Appreher.fionsof the Danger of the Kirk, from twenty 
i\jt Bifhops beirg in the Parliament of Great Britain, where 
the Kirk could have lionc to reprefent her, from the Englijb. 
facramcntal Telf, and for the Oath of Abjuration, by which 
they mull approve that 'Part of the Limitations, which ob- 
liged the Sovereign to be of the Church of England, &c. 
Notwithrianding all which, it was criminal, by the Law of 
England, to fay, the Prince and Parliament had no Power to 
alter the SucceiTion. Upon which they would have carried 

thingsi 

See that of Lord Belharen l^i Cr4N1>{.£ji*3 HiAory^ Annp 5 Aniia|, 
1706, Page I. 
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Anno 5 Ann^^ things io the Ogpimiflion againft an locorporttio^ Union, 
1706. but were prevented by the ruling Elders. And in order to 

V,^nrX^ make the Kirk eafy, there were foroc who proroiled, that 
when the Article for an incorporating Union paflbd, they 
ihould have an irritant Cfaufe to make the Union void, in 
cafe the Parliament of Great Britain fHonld, in time to coroe^ 
alter the prefcnt Government of the Kirk <Jf^fff^/tf»^. How- 
ever, many of the Miniflers and zealous Prefbyteriaos ez- 
prelTfd their Difpleafare, that the Security of the Kirk had 
not the Preference. When the Vote was preffcd for approv- 
ing the firft Article of the Union, a certain Duke fpoke rery 
boldly againll putting it to the Vote, without givmg the 
Members Time to confider of it, which, he faid, was their 
Privilege : Upon this it was delayed till another Day. 

On the 4th, the firft Article of the Union was again read, 
and after fome further Debate npon it, a Refolve was ofiered, 
and given in tQ the Houff! by the Marqais of AnaMdaie^ M 
follows : 

• RefolT^ of th« * Whereas it evidently appears, fince the printing, pob- 
Marqueft of lilhing, and confidcring of the Articles of Treaty now before 
Amundale* |j,jj Houfe, this Nation fcems generally averfe to this incor- 
porating Union, in the Terms now before us, as fnbverfive 
of the Sovereignty, fundamenul Conftitotion, and Claim of 
Right of this Kingdom, as now by Law eftabliOied. 

* And feeing it is too evident, that, if any Union were 
agref d to in thefe Terms by this Parliament, and accepted of 
in the Parliament of England, it would in no fort anfwer the 
peaceable and friendly Ends propofed by an Union, but 
%vould, on the oontrary, create fuch difmal Diftra£lions and 
Animofuies amongd ourfelves, and fuch Jealoufies and Mi- 

. flakes betwixt us and our Neighbours, as would involve 
thefe Nations in fatal Breaches and Confufions. 

* Therefore refolved, that we are willing to enter into 
fuch an Union with our^Neighbonrs of England, as (hall unite 
us entirely, and after the mod ftrid Manner, as in their and 
our Interefis or Succeflions, Wars, Alliances and Trade, re- 
ferving to us the Sovereignty and Independency of the Crown 
and Monarchy, and the ancient Privileges and Immunitiea 
of the Kingdom, and the Conditution and Frame of the Go- 
vernment, both of Church and State, as they ftand now, 
edabliihed by our fundamental Conditntion, by .our Claim of 
Right, and by the Laws following thereupon. Or, 

Re/ohed, * That we will proceed to fettle the fame Sac 
cefTions with England^ upon fuch Conditions and Regulations 
of Government within ourfelves, as fhall efflelluaUy fecure 
(he Sovereignty and Independency of this Crown and King- 
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dom, and indifibtvable Society of the fiime, with the fdnda- Ani» 5 Ajtomt 
mental Rights and ConftitntioDs of the Government, both '7o6* 
of oar Church and Sute» as the fame; flands eftabli(hed by V.^'^Y^V/ 
the Claim of Right, tnd other Laws and Statutes of the 
Kingdom.' 

Which being read and debated, the Vote was ftated, ap- 
prove of the firft Article of Union or not : But before the ^ 
Vote, the Duke o\AtM gave the following Proteflation. 

« I, J An Dake ol Atbd^ proteft for myfcif, and aU other?, D«keof Athol't 
'who (hall adhere to this my Protellation, that an incorporat- '*^^^''** * 
ing Uninn of the Crown of Scotlamd with the Crown of ^on, 
England^ and that both Nations ihould be reprefented by one 
aQ4 the fame Parliament, as contained In the Articles of the 
Treaty of Union, is contrary to the Honour, Intereft, Fun* 
damenul Laws and Conflitution of , this Kingdom, the Birth.* 
right of the Peers, the Rights and Privileges of the Barons 
luid fioronghs, and Ja 130, ParL 8 J a. VI. by which it ia 
ordained, that none of the Lieges prefame or take upon 
them, to impvigo the Dignity and Antbority of the three 
Efiates of Parlianaenty or to fcek or procure the Innovation . 
or Diminution of the Power and Amhoritf of the iaid three 
Eflatcs, under the Pain of Treafon { and is contrary td the 
Claim of Right, 'Prqperty , and Liberty of the SubjeQs ; and 
the third A^ of her Majelly*s Parliament I7b|, by which 
it is declared High^Treaioo in any of the Subjeds of this 
Kingdom, to quarrel or impugn, or endeavour by writing, 
malicious and advifed fpeaking, ojLother open AA or Deed» 
to alter or innovate the Claim of I^ht, or any Article there^^ > 
of: And therefore do de£re, that this my Protefiation be 
marked in the Records of Parliament.* 

The fame Day, a Note was ilatcd in thefe Terms, ^ Ap* FiHI ArtideoC 
prove of the firft Article of the Union, in the Terms of the **** ^ntj- 
Motion mentioned in the preceding Day's Minutes, vms.''^ 
That if the other Articles of Union be not adjuHed by the 
Parliament, then the agreeing to, and approving of the Firft. 
a ihall be of no EfFcd; and that immediately after the faid firft 
Articfe, the Parliament will proceed to an A£l for the Secu- 
rity of the Dodrine, pifcipline, WorHiip and Governmenc 
of the Church, as by Law efiablifheB within this Kingdom : 
And it was carried approve in theTcrms of the aboveMotion.' 

The Ml for Security of the Church, which was .under 
' Confideration of the Parliament on the 9th, n^ thus^ 

^ Our Sovefeign Lady and the ElUtes of Parliament confr ^\ i^r the Se« 
dering,- that by the late Aa of Parliament, for a Treaty curity «[ the 
with Ei^Umd fer an Union of both Kingdoms, it is provided, Scotch Owrciu 
that the Commiffionera for that Treaty ihould not treat of. 

Of 
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Aftio 5 Ann», or concerning any Alteration 6f the Worfliip, DiTcipIiiie aa<J 
lioe* Government of the Cbtfrch of this Kingdom, as nowf by 

OOTN^ Law ciUblifhfd ; which Treaty being ikiw reported to the 
Parliament, and it being reasonable and neceflary tiiu the 
true Proceftant Religion, as prer<fhc]y profe£ed withia this 
Kingdom, with the WorOiip, Difcipline and Gorernmsat of 
this Church, (hoold be eSrclually and unalterably (ecured: 
Therefore her Majefly, with Adiiice and Confent of the faid 
Edates of Parliament, doth hereby eftablifli and coniixiB the 
faid trae ProTelhnt Religion, and the Worihip, Difcr^lioe 
and Government of this Church, to contraoe without any 
Alteration to the People of this Land, inr all fncceeding Ge- 
nerations ; and mbre efpecially her Majelly, Wtt# Advice aiu! 
Confent aforefaid, ratifies, approves, and for ever oonfirma 
the 5th Aa of th«5 ift Pari. K. ^. and Q. M. entkled, An 
Ad for ratifying and confiritiing the Conftffionof Fakb, and 
fettling Prefbyterian Church Government, with the JiaiU 
Other A(5ls of Parliament relating thereto, in profecutioo of 
the Declaration of the £(!atef of this Kingdom, conaioing 
the Claim of Right, bearing diite the i itb of Jpri/, 1689* 
And her Majcfly, with Advice and Confent afoiebid* ex* 
prefly provides and declares, that the fbrefaid trae Protcftant 
Religion, contained in the above-mentioned Conieffiixi of 
Faith, with the Form and Purity of Worftiip preiently in ofe 
within this Church, and its Prefbytefian Churcb-GoFern- 
ment and Difcipline, that ts to fay, the Government of the 
Church by Kirk-SefTions, Prefbyteries, 'Provincial Syaods,- 
and General AITemblies, all eilabliihed*by the forefaid Ads 
of Parliament, purfifgnt to the Claim of Right, (hall fcmata 
^ and continue unalterable ; and that the faid Preftyteriao Go- 
vernment (hall be the only Government of the Cimrch witius 
the Kingdom of Scot/and. 

^ And further, For the great Security of the forefaid Pro- 
teftant Religion, and of the VVorfhip, Difdptine and Go- 
vernment of the Charch as above etlabliihed, her M^efty, 
with Advice and Confent forefaid, ftatutes and ordains* thMU 
in all time coming, no I^rofefTors, Principals, Regenta« Ma- 
ilers, or others bearing Office in any Univerfity. Colifi|ge» 
or School within this Kingdom, be capable, or be adlaiitted 
or allowed to continue in the Eirercife of the faid Fanfiions, 
but fuch as (ball own and acknowledge the Civil Gomn- 

, ment) in manner prefcribed by the A^s of Parliament. Aa 

alfo, That before, or at their Admiflions, they do» and QutL 
acknowledge and profefs, and (hall fubfcribe tb the fordaid 
Confeifion of Faith, as the Confe(fion of their Faith* and tiiat 
they will pradife and conform themfelvea to tke Worfliip 
f rcftmly in Ufe in this Church* and Ubmit thcmfdves to 
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the Goyerament and DHclpliMthercof» 9nd never endeaveor* Amno $ Aaasj 
dire&ly or iodiredty, the Prejudice' or Sabverfion of the fame, '7o6. 
aod that before the ^fpcAive Prefbyters of their Boundf, by V/VN^ 
whatfocver G ift» Prcfentation or Prbvifionf they may be there- 
to provided. 

* And further. Her Majelly, with Advice aforefaid, ex- 
prefly declaree and fiatmett that none of the Subje6b of thia 
Kingdom (hall be liable to» bot all and evA^y one of them 
fyf ever free of any Oath» Teft, or Subfcription within this 
Kingdom, contrary to, or ioconfiftent with, the forefaid true 
Proceftant Religion, and Preibyterian Church- Government, 
Worihip, and Difcipline as above eiUbiiflied, and that the fame, 
within the Bonnds of thia Church and Kingdom, (hall sever 
be impofed upon, or required of them in any fore. , And * 
laftty. That after the Deceafe of her prefent Majefty (whom 
God long prelerve) the Sovereign fucceeding to her in the 
Royal Government of this Kingdom, (hall in all time coming, 
at hia or her Acceffion to the Crown, fwear and fubfcribe* 
that they (ball maintain and preferve the forefaid Settlement 
of the true Proteftant Religion, with the Government, Wor- 
flitp, and DifcipUne of this Church as above eAabliihed, invio- 
lably . And it is hereby llatuted and ordained, that this Ad 
of Pkrliament, with the Eftablifliment therein contained, fhall 
be held and obferved, tn all time coming, as a fondamental 
and ef&iitial Condition of any Treaty,' or Union to be con- 
cluded betwixt the two Kingdoms, without any Alteration 
thereof, or Dero«tion thereto in any fort for ever. As alfo. 
That this Ad of Parliament, and Settlement therein contain- 
ed, (hall be inierted and repeated, in any Ad of Pariiam^nt 
that Ihall pafs for agreeing and concluding the forefaid Trea- 
ty, or Union betwixt the two Kingdoms, and that the faine 
fluill be therein expreily declared, to be a fundamental and 
effential Condition of the laid Treaty or Union in all Time 
coming.' 

On the I ath, the Parliament proceeded to the further Con Farther Confi- 
^deration of the Ad for Security of the Kirk, ^c wuhin d«raiion of th« 
that Kingdom : And the Fpurth Clauie thereof being ag-in ^^ ^*^^ ^^*^ Sp- 
read, it was moved, that a Claufc flioald be added in thck ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
Terms : « And that they (hall be capab'e of any Office, civil 
or military, and to receive any Grant or Gifr, and to have 
Command, or Place ofTruft, from, and under the Sovereign, 
within any Part of Great Britain.* And after Debate thcreoPp 
k was put to the Vote, Add or Not ; and it was carried Not, 
and the Claufe. as it iiood, agreed to. And then the third 
Claufe of the Ad was read ; and being amended, was agreed 
to. Whereupon the whole Ad was again read, as a.'fo the 
Reprefentation of the CommiFion of the General Afli^mbiy ; 
1706. g and 
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jLnno 5 A|iii«, and a Vote flatcd, Aoproi^.of tkr AA or not^ fi^s idtw 

x7«6« voting, the Lord SeAavia gave ui a Proteftati^n id dwfe 

C/'VNJ Terms ; f That be did proteft in his owo^ tod m U^m^ of 

Lord BcihATen's all them that (faould adher« to him, that thift A^in<|K) 

hotefituofu Yj^iij Secority to tb« CiMifch« io cafe of an.iacorpon^«g 

iTnioa -, and that the Charch cop!d have no mt and Wid 

Sec^rity by any inanoef of Uaioo, by wbi^ tae Chiai of 

Right is unhinged^ our ParUai»eiit i«corpoBaLe|I» awf fHfr 

diiuDd Soverejgnty and Indejpendancy e&tirdy aboliikci:* 

Which l^tng rouff he took Inuritmeau tbereopy aiad aAcicd 

thereunto. • 

Then the Vote was pot, Approve or not, and it waa carried 

• Approve; and it lyas carried on the i4thy that tbo Cacond 

Article of the Union iboold have the Preference, and fcecoa- 

^ered before any of thofe relating to Trade, Taxes. Vc 

But notice (houldhav€bcentaken before, that when on ikeiztfc 

And Motion for ^^^ Paufe was offered by my Lopd Belhawm, for «xc«iflSB|r 

isxempting Scots &cots Mto from the S^ramental Te(l throngh all ciie JDom- 

Men from the nions of Britain^ thoiii who were againft the CkoTe (ui. k 

rpeft Aa« ^28 a thing oat of their Power, and not reafenabk fQ ^* 

pDfe that SvglMui would grant. To which it was raplied If 

thofe of the other Side, 4jiat the Defign of an Union was 

£qaa)ity ; but this was the greaeeft Inequality imaginaUe \ 

for the Er^lifi were free to pofleis Places in SctilMmtfwiikQBi 

any fuch impoiition, but they were excluded from Placea in 

Bngland without taking the faid Teft ; a^d ci^at tho' the $^gtf/k 

thought the Teii a good Security for their Church, it waa not 

reafonable, that they, being a Part of the iame United Xing- 

doni, and obliged to maintain the Pre/by terianGovnmnJient 

there, fhouM therefore be excluded from the Princess Favour 

in any Part of the United Kingdom. However, the Cima!^ 

was thrown put by 39 Votes | and then the other Claofeabn- 

^ng adjufled, tfie hh, for the Security of the Church fnIM 

. by a great Majority, many of the Cavaliers not tblnlting 

themfelves concerned to vote in the Matter. Hie Dnfce of 

The Dukes of Hamilton, the Duke of Atb^i^ Marquis of AmmMiaU^ Etrls 

^»J^J*°°/»^. of Erroi, Mari/cbai, tflgto9, and others, adored 10 the 

tfAnt^d^r ^^^^ Belba'ven^ Proieftation, that the Ad war no iufieicna 

larls of Erro'l, Security to the Church. 

Marifchal,Wig- The Reprefentation of the Commiffion of the G^fteml Af- 
tott, ». c. adhere fcmbly, reprefenting the Increafe of Popery, Pn^lMMlkf, 
^en'^a Pr^t^Jft*' ^^- ^^^ Craving the fame might be retrained, ^ tlMthe 
Scprefcntation SucccffioD to the Crowu inighc be eftabliflied in theFit>Orihat 
of the genera] Line, was read, and remitted to the CornxnitCee fof cftlpnltf- 
Affcnably. jpg the Equivalent, to do therein as they found juft. 
Second Article Then the fecond Article was again readt, and it was movfdit 
?^4' that the Parliament fliould proceed to ftctle t6e Socodkn 

Upon 
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tipoa Rflgflttijbiis kni Linutations, in tht Tei'ios of the Re- Anno 5 Annx^ 
lblv» mentioned In the Minutes, tne 4th InfUat, and not m ' 7od. 
the Terms of the fecond Article of the Ualoo. Moved alfo V.-/^V*V^ 
to addiefs her'Majefty, and to lay before her the Conditioa 
of the Nation, and the Averfioo in many Perfons to an in- 
corporating; Union i and to icquaint her Majefly of their 
WiQingnefs tp fettle tb^ Suecei&on in the Proce^ant Lfne^ 
upon Limitations ; and in order thereunto, that fome Recefs 
be granted; And after fome Debate on thofe Motions, a 
Vote was proposed. Approve, the fttond Article of Union 
in the Terms of tlie prejiminary Motion, or liot; and alter 
fome farther Debate^ there was a feeond State offered. Ad* 
^refs or oot. Then h was put to the Vote, Whether the 
prft dt feeond (hoald be the State of the Vote, and itcarrif4 
'the firft. 

But It being moved, thai fome farther Reafdning fhoul j 
be allowed before the Vote, after fome Debate it was agreed. 
That the Etfgiifif k€ti of Parliament [n the feeond Article of 
Union be read, aiid that immediately after a Vote (hould b^ 
Hated, proceed to ctll the Vote^ or Delay. And accordingly 
the faid Enfiyh AQs of Parliament were read, and thereupon 
the Voce wai iUted, Proceed to call the Vote for approving 
the fixottd Articki or DeTay, and it was cajried proceed. 
Then the Vote was pot. Approve the iefcond Article in the 
Term; of the preliminary Motion, yea dr no. . 

But before voting, the Earl Marifchalf^v^ m the follow* |' Marifchal'i 
ifag Protefl, whereby he did protcft for himfelf, and all thofe ^^f^^A^' 
Wbq ibould adhere to this Proteftation, * That no Perfon can cleoitkeURioa.. 
be defigned a Succetfor to the Crown of this Realm, after 
the Dedbfe of h^f Majeiiy (whom God long preferve) and 
filing Heirs oi her Body, who is SacoefTor to the Crowii 
of England, uolefs that in this prefent Seilion of Parliament, 
or any ottier Seflion of this or any enfuing Parliament, dur* 
ing her Majefty*s Reign, there be fuch Good itions^of Govern; 
Jneat fettled and enad«d« as may fecnre the Honour and 
Sovereignty of this Crown and Kingdom^ the Preedoro.^ Fr<- 
qaency aid Power of Parliament, the Religion, Liberty and 
Trade of the Nation, from EngUJb or any foreign Influence / 
Which being read« he took Inllruments thereon. 

And it wa3 agreed, that the Lift of the Members ftallbe^JJ^^'^^ 
printed as they vote^ Approve or not, and (hev who adhefe 
CO the ProtcH (hould be marked. Then the Vote was put. 
Approve or not, and it was cartied approve. 

Tie third Articte being read on the 18th, it was moved, ?"**^K*"?JIr 
That the.dgrefii« to the third ArtkJe of the Treaty, in re^ J^J.^ **^ " 
latiOQ to iht Parliament of Crtat Brifaiu, fhoold not be bind* 
Bog> nor hftfc any ERA, Ofllefi Tero^s and Conditions oi aa 

g ^ Unioa 
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Abao sAimct Unioo of tbe two Etngdoms* and pirticalarljr the Cottfitll- 

>7o6. tion of the faid Parliament, be finallj adjofted and conckd^, 

Ky^'yr\m^ and an A&. pafs thereupon in the Parltamcftt, and that di« 

faid Terms and Conditions be alfo agreed to, aad ratified bf 

' an AH of the Parliament of En^land^ the Cooftitntloii of cfaie 

Parliament of GnatBriiain being kfc enciret ontit tbe Varik- 

ment come upon the twenty-fecond Article. It was OMVcd 

alfo to proceed to the Confideration of the fourth, and other 

• Articles of Union, before the third ; and after reafeiUBg it 

was put to the Voce, Proceed to the Confideration of the 

third Article in the Terms of the faid Motion, or p Boc c e d 

to the fourth Article, and carried. Proceed to the thira. 

Accordingly the ParJiament proceeded to the Cottfrktatioa 
of the third Article, and after long Debate upon It, a Vote 
was fiated. Approve of the third Article in the Terms cf the 
faid Motion or not. * 

Marqab of An« But before voting, the Marquis of Atmcmdah gave a Fro- 
madale's Pro- teft, and Craved that the Narrative of the Reiblve, inleciod ib 
^^* the Minutes of the 4th Inftant, might be prefixed theieiiBlo; 

which Narrative and Proteft is as follows, nnx, * Whereas it 
evidently appears, fince the printing and confidertag the Ar- 
ticles of Treaty now before this Houfe, this Na£ii faems 
generally averfe to this incorporating Union, ia the sperms 
fiow before us, as fubverfive of the8t)vereiency, fbadafaeatal 
Conilitution, and Claim of Right of this Kingdom, aflld t^ 
threatening Rain of this Chiirch as by Law c&diliiked : And 
fince it is plain, thai if an Union were agreed to la tMe 
Terms by the Parliament and accepted of by the Rirfittieac 
of England^ it would In no fort anfwer the |if iftriblj aad 
friendly Ends propofed by -an Union, but would, oa the 
contrary, create fuch difmal Diftradions and Animofite a* 
mongQ ourfelves, and fuch Jealoufies and Miftakes beiwizt 
us and our Neighbours, as would involve thefe Nations fai fa- 
tal Breaches and Confufions. 

« Therefore 1 do proteft for myfelf, and in Name of lAofe 
who ihall adhere to this my ProteQation, that an iaeorpa- 
l-ating Union of the Crown and Kingdom of Sc9iUmd, with 
the Crown and Kingdom of England, and that bo^ Na- 
tions be reprefented by one and the fane ParliaiaeAt, 
as contained in the Articles of the Treaty of UakMi, aad 
contrary to the Honour, Intereft, fundamental Laws and 
Conflitutions of this Kingdom, is a giving op theSoveidgn- 
ty, the Birthright of the Peers, the Rights and Privilcms of 
the Barons and Burghs ; and is contrary to the Ciasaa of 
Right, Property, and Liberty of the Subjeds, and yi Aft 
of her Majelly*8 Parliament in 1 703 . By which it is dedaied 
High Treafon in any of the Subjects of this Kinedo«i,-to 
quarrel, or endeavour by writing, malicious and adi^fied 

fpeakiog 
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{, or other open AG. or Deed; to after or innoTate Atto $ Anna^ 

QaiiD of Right or any Article thereof: Aad doproteft, ^7^6. 

chat this fluU not prejudice the Being of future Scotch Par- Va^'V^J 
ItamentSy and Conventions within the kingdom of Scotland, 
10 no Time coming.' 

Then the Vote was pat. Approve of the Illd Article In Thiid Article ' 
the Terms of the Motion, and carriM» Approve by 30. appioTcd. 

It was late before the Honfe ro^ and the Mob was rode to xht Loid WA. 
the Lord High Commiffioner ; for» in his Return, though Commiffioner 
the Horfe-Gnards were routed his Grace^s Coach, and fome infulted bj the 
of the Foor-Grenadiets betwixt the Coach and Horfe-Gnards, *^^ 
the Mob threw Stones from feveral Corners, fome of which 
fell into his Coach, and the Mob preffed fo hard upon the 
Coaches, that they were forced to drive foil fpeed down the 
Streets ; and one of his Grace*a Pages falling behind, was veiy 
ill treated by the Populace. Upon which, on the 19th, the Complaiat uMde 
Lord Chancellor acquainted the Farliament, that the Lord S^*l"l?^ 
High Commiffioner was infokd the Night before, by a Norn- iSSSii«U«. 
ber of mean People with Stones. The Parliament remitted 
it to the Oommictee for examining the Equivalent, to indem. 
nify and giv^Reward for Difoovery, to feizeand imprtfon any 
whom they fnfpeded, and to report their loformationy and 
their Optnion what Mcafures might be proper for preventing 
the like. The Parliament did likewifo recommend to the 
Lord High Conftable, to profecate thofe imprifoned for a for- 
mcr Tomolt, and that the Magiftrates oSEdhAmrgb fomifli 
what Proof againft them' they could. On the 19th it wasOukeofAthoPt 
moved, that the Parliament proceed to the IVth Article of MockiBtfaitthe 
Ike Union: Then the Oake of ^/M moved, that before they 'V^h^.' 
proceed to the ikid Article, n Claofo be added to the IIFd ^jT^ 
Article, That the iiiid Parffawient of Gnat-BritrnM ihoold Ycirs io Soot- 
jBeet and fit once in three Years at leaft, in that Part of iu^. 
Gnat BritatMf nam called Scotland: And after Debate, the 
Coniidcration of it was dehiyed till theParliament ihoald come 
to the XXlId Article. Then the iVth Af tfcle of the Union 
was read ; upon which the Duke of Hamilton made a Mo- 
tion, that an the Regulations and Reilriflions of the Efiglijh 
Trade, the Privileges of their Companies, ^c. (hoold be laid 
before the Houfe; upon which the Debatie was by Confenc 
adjoorned till next Sederunt, 

The IVdl Article of Union was again read : Whereupon 
k was moved, to take the levenA Branches of Trade to be 
commiinicated, into Confideration, that it might thereby zp* 
peat-how for the ComiQunication of Trade would be advan- 
tageotts to them ; and after reafoning thereupon, the Vote 
was ftarted. Approve of (he IVth Article, referving tbeCon- iVth Anide ' 
Mention of the feveral Branches of Trade, till the Parlia- tpproTe4 cf* 
e concert the fobfcquent Articles, Yea or Not : And it 

was 
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4vtt iM^mf «M agived, shutht ilembcri OM be Qiarlud, ts tft^4dt 

Jlfo^ vote. Approve or not ; aod ihu the Lifi of their NsoN^iK 

C^ V^f^ tbrr fiull vote/;v s^nd com, be recorded end priptfd. Tf^ Ab 

Vote was dmc. Approve or oot ; and it wu dtfrkd Agyt9H. 




Ti • V :. Ar- Then the Vth Article of the Union w|j read* 

Hc^ixi^* « PropoCiil««& given for explaiping »nd enlarging iIm I 

jb tiieie Icrip^ ; * That all Shipi* or Veflcls faelor * 

her Mnje(ly*s 6objed» of Scoflanplf »t the Time of ] 

tiie I'reaty of Union of the two KiDgdoiDJ» jn cMl Pa _ 

QfScaifoMJ^ though foreign huiic» fhali be deeiMd Mf jjdi 

«0 Ships of the building oi Great Sritaim: Tbe OvmflTi^ or 

jvherf; there afe Aiore Ownen, one Qr nore of tbe Oraerit 

witluo twelve Montht nfter the Ujuocu ma^g 0|A^ tb^ k 

the Time of ritiffring the Treaty of (jVifn in tfceFarrimeii; 

i^Siotlaful, tlie.£uiie did in Wh^le or xi^ f^rt belong iP.i^ 

T or thejs, or tp fom^.other Si^jedil or S»)qeAi of Sf^tkiffto 

< be particularly pan)ecJ» with .tl^^^ J^ac^ pf tb^ rebcffive 

' Abode ; and tlu^t che fane do(b (hi^, |t.the lime pf gie.Hii 

DcpofuioQ, wholly: belong to him ..or . them : And thaf^^ 

iForcigncr, direaj> i»r. JAdirefitly, ^aib aiyr ^Qure^'Bm.or 

latere^ therein,' . ^ ,. 1 . ' : ^\, .. 

An AMd. Which fating Tend,, it waa ty^PTC^, tluil&r I'^onm^iiM 

totnt offer d. H^i^g ^j,^ Ijg- j^^i tp m^ Time^wed, Jby tbn'A^ 

ft4, for pur^i^^g.S)umpr Vtflc^^ J|4»d.;i^r f^'* 

foniog^ upon It, the further Qonifclejfaitiqn themi fvai ^ 

nd till myttfifiing,! which wai;gn j^c-f3^j,«iihenah€TV",, 

. |icle oCynioniV^t fig^io re4d,.wkb ^ Pro|pc6) fir MnB? 

^ i'.^. ivgAf^xj^^jniifg and enlarging the.iaipe» ifiicrted m tK%r- 

-.u.f * ' mes: Pa)(j$ Wioutei,awi rcaiS«^4«»^,^ * Tbaxufi $li^. 

or VciTeia belonging t9 her ^aj^>.*Siilm^ pf &W2t<4.«l 

;he timaof ratjiying the.Xrp^ty of Union pf tW gio 

J^ingdcn^ in..thc.BBriia9ieai, ot .J^^/^Sun^ .tjiQag^ fotf(gp 

]biult, fiuU be deemed and pais w Sbipa qf the boilAiB.ef 

Great Britoui : The Owner, or where thei^ an? mom Vmm- 

rrs. one or more pf the Owneri^ Miithiacwf^ve Moftdu ffter 

the fifil Day oiil%next, .Qufcii^ Qatb^thatnt tlicitmenir 

ratifying the Tieatv of Union If^ the ParliaxneM ofStMad^ 

the iame did io All ^^ in Part belong to bim or them# ttrev 

fome other Spbje^ ortSubje^U eiSc9iland, tei,bn paitioiMf 

namcd^<i;/je. the Place of their refpedliw Abodes t 9^miM 

i\it iaae doth then, at the time of the faid Depofiitoo, v^^ 

Xy belong to him or them I and that no Poreigneri»,fliiiq^Ij 

.or indirediy, hath any Share, Part* or Jnteneft thereui.r . 

And after fome reafoning there<^, there was a iecpaf Al^ 

poial given in for the amending the Article, m UiefeTccu 

Avcber by the by the Lord Belhaven^ * That all Ships^and Veficia beldig 

L^ Bclhavca; log to her Maje^y'^ Subjeds of 9c9tUad^ at the Tiae «f n^ 
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tifying the Treaty of th« tlnion of th« cwd Xir^omt^ m the Anno $ Amur, 
Parliamcms ofbcth KiRgd&nis, fhaJl, ^r.* AimK afcer fome xycifi. 
Bcbacc, the Vote wa» fiaicd. Approve o( the firft Paragraph n^'^V'^S-* 
of the Vtb Artlcte, with the firit Amend ipeoc w fccondi 
and it was carried^ Approve^ with the ficA AqueiMlinent. 

Therc^fier, the Ktinainder of the &k) VtK Arcide of 17« 
mon W4S read, and aPropoTal given hy)kis Grace the Dukf 
ofHami/ton, for adding a Claufe in chofe l^crms* ^ That fof AClaufeoffotd 
the Space offeven Yean, from and after the conci^dir^ the ^ the Duke c( 
Treaty pf Union in boih Kingdoans, it is eftprefly agreed. .^"^*°"' 
tdat none of the Seamen or Mariners, on board aov of the 
Ships bek)n|ing to the Subjefls of that Part of united Britain 
now called Scat/axtJ, fbail either at Home or AU-oad be pref« 
fed from on board their fa id Ships, to ierve in any of her 
Majefly^s Ships of^War, or prigatp : AnJ in cafe, after the 
fald feven Years, ft ihall happen that there be a I>tyy of Sea« 
men in united Britain, that Part now called ScQilaudiukVi only 
be burdened with fuch a P/oportlon a> our Taxes bear, in 
proportion to that Pare of united Britain now galled England^ 
but without Prejudice to the Officers of her Majefiy's Ships 
or Fleet, to engage as many volunteer Seamen in their Ser- 
vice as they can agree with, in this Part of united ^rt/aiVr t 
and this Article to be unaherabfe by aay fubfequeat Britijb 
Parfianient.' Which being read, after feme rcafoning there* 
ppon, it was put to the Vote, Add the fecovd Claufe, or not; 
ftnd it was carried Not. Thereafter the Remainder of the laid 
Vth Articfe being again read, the Vote was pm. Approve Vth Artide 
thereof^ or not; and it wa« carried Approve. TTien the P^^« 
'Lord Chancellor, by Order of her Majetly^s High Com'mif- 
iioner, adjourned* the Parliament till Juefday next at ten 
o'clock. 

On the 26:h, the Vlih Article of Union was read i and 
afcer reafonint thbreon, it was moved, * That there ihould vithArtifJf 
be a Scheme laid before the Parliament, of |he whok Branch rea4* 
^s df their Trade, as to Export and Import : And afcer fomo 
further Debate, a Fropofal was given in« oz/s. * That ^ 
Article (hould be agreed to, except in fo for as it Ihonid ba 
ie£lified by the Parliament, in the Confidcraiion of the fab* 
fequent Articles.' As alfo another Propofal was given in, 
^ Tb^t feeing by the Laws of England tberv were Rewardt 
given upon Exportation of feveral kinds of Grain, where- 
ia Oats wair not fpecified, that after the Union when Oati 
/hould be at 15 j. ftr Quarter, or under, there fhould bf 
yaiJ 2i. 6</« for every Qnartcr of Oat- Meal, exported in the 
T'ernls of the Laws, wtiereby the Terms i^ere granted foF 
Exportation of the Grains ; and in refpedl there was a Duty 
upon Oats imported into tngland^ but no Dtities itpon Oat^ 

Meal, 



AaB9 5 Aaam, Meal, the inporting of which was a Prejudice and Difeoii- 
* i7«6. 'ngemeat to TiUage : Therefore, thai fron afld aim the 

i^ynrX./' Union, the Qoarter of Oat-Meat iboald be deemed oqoal lo 
' three Qgarters of Oats, and pay Duty acoordiBgly when iai- 
ported te ScotUmd from any Place wbatfoever mm bejrond 
the Sea.' Which being fXL read, after realbekig, it was 
moved, * That the Obfemtioni, in relatioa to tlie fiidaaoe 
of Trade, ihoald be laid before the Parltansent, as eKndeby 
the Council of Trade.* Aad after Debate thereeo, tbeftir- 
cher Confideration was delayed till the next Sitting ; ead it 
was ordered, * That the Obfenratioas made by the Ceaacil 
of Trade, be laid before the Parliament.* 

Dcbites there- Dorine the Debate on the Vlth Article, whicb brings 

CO. them ander the fame Cofloms with En^nd^ h was mf oed 

1^ fome Members, ^ That it was hard to enter apesi facli a 

?inera], ttntil they anderftood the (ereral Branches of dwir 
rade, and how they agreed with the Impo&ions of Ew^ 
TV1. ^tf /^«^' 'I'his Point was argoed by the Dake of Hmmkmt^ 
^^^ Marqaersofi^«M»£i/f,ftc. The Marqnefs argued, VTbat 

Mti^ii of in the Treaty of 1602, thev were allowed to be under their 
Afl»"^<* own RegtttatioBs, and to have a Book of Rates for tbcsa- 
felvess" apon which many of the Members thought itkaid 
they (honld not be allowed the fome now. And it being 
alfo urged, * That the Committee of Parliament, appoisicd 
for a Onincil of Trade laft Seffion, had prepared an Aiocoimt 
of the feveral Branches of tlieir Trade, and where tlw Bml- 
lance lay ;* it was ordered, that this Report Ihottid be laid 
before the Houfe. 

On the 27th, the Vlth Article of Union was agahi read, 
and a Propofal given in for adding the Word (Draw-huks) 
to both Claufes of the faid Article : Which was agreed to. 

And the faid Article alfo amended was again read, as alfo 
the Propoial mentioned in the laft Miomes, in lebKion 10 
04tsand Oat-Meal; with the Addition of a forther Clade, 
in thefe 'ferms, * And that the Beer of ^rv/'iWyri/lhottld bare 
the like Rewards and Draw-backs as Barley.* And it war 
likewife moved, * That another Qaufe foouM be added, at- 
lowing the like Draw-back on the Exportation of Oat-Mcal, 
as is allowed on the Ejtportatioii of Rye in EwgUotd. And 
after Debate, it was agreed, Hiat the VIcfa Article, with l!he 
Propofals for Amendments, flionld be remitted to a Cbm- 
mittee.' 
ScTetalChttfes Then was a Claofe offered to be added to the fiiid Vlth 
efl^«d. Article, thus ; * Bat ScotUnd, for the Space of ^ 

Yeai^ after the firil Day of May next, (hall be free from, aad 
no ways fobjefl to the Prohibitions and Refiridioos made a« 
gainft exporting of Wool Skins with Wool upon them, and 

WooloH 



Wootlen-Yarn, which by the Oaths of thd Seller ud 6uyer Atmo 5 Aonti^ 
ibsiW be made appear to be the proper Growth and Produd JJ^L 
of Scotland, and (pun within the fame, which fhall no ways ^^^tNm^ 
t)e comprehended under any of the Laws already made in 
Ef^Um^i or to be made daring the Space aforefaid.* 

As alfo a CJauie thas 1 ^ Excepting aod referving the 
potiu opoB Export aod Import of fi|ch particalar Commo* 
djtiet, from which the SobjcAs of either Kingdom are fpe- 
cially exempted by their private Righu, whicb^ after thd 
tJoioo, are to remain fafi^and entire to them in aUsefpeAs<* 
And another Cjaufe thus, ^ That after the Union all fortt 
oi Scots Linnen, or any kind of Cloth made of Flax or Hemp, 
be exported oot of th,e united Kingdom, ixtt of all Cuilomt 
or oth^r Impositions whatfocver.* 

And«anothec cbos, ^ That before the tlnion we may now 
bave fach a Draw- back adjufted, as may enable us to export 
fieeff Pork and Butter^ to the JVeft Indies, and other Foreign 
^artSf which will be- one coniiderable branch of our Trade 
after the Union/ 

And another Claufe thus, ^ That from and after the U- 
nion, all Duties ^r Bounty Tolls, or other Exadlions Upon 
black Cattle, or any other Produd of ^catUitid^ when carried 
into Rn^hnd^ or Produ^l of EngUudf when carried into Scot' 
Itmdy payable either to the public or private Perfons^ fi^tll 
in all time coming be void and nail.' 

And another Claufe in ihele Terms, ^ That from and af- 
ter the Union, the Kingdom of Scotland ihall have Liberty 
for ever to manufadure Plaiden, Fingram, Galleway, 
Whites, Serges, S:ockings, and all forts of Linnen, as they 
have been in ufe to do, conform to the Regulations con- 
tained in their own Laws, and to ex port {(h^. la me to EngUmd^ 
or the Dominions and Plantations thereunto belonging, or to 
any other Place beyond Seas, free of any Duty or Impofition 
whatfoever 1 but in cafe any of thcSubjeds of that Part of uni- 
ted £nW«, now called ^rf/ZaW^ ihall export any other fort 
of Woollen Manufa£lure than whatjs above mentioned, they 
are to be liable to the Regulations and Taxes of England^ 
iaipofed before the Union, or to beimpofedby the Sntijb 
Paxiiament after the Union »* all which were remitted to the ^ . ^^^^^ 
Committee for examining the Calculation of the Equivalent, ^^^q^ 
Then the Vllth Article of Union was read, and being de- mittet fortha 
l>3Med on the 28th, a Propofal was made for an Explanation Equivalmt. 
4yr Addition thus, * That the 54 Gallons Engli/S^ Barrel of TheVIIthAf 
Beer or Ale, amounting to 1 2 Gallons Scots, prefent Mea- tick tcsd* 
itire fold in Scotland by the Brewer a.t 9/. 6d, iteri. exclud- 
jng all Dnties, and retailed including Duties s and the Re- 
ailei-s Profit at id. per Scots Pint, or eighth Part of thr Sco's 

h Barrelj 
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Anno 5 Aaam, Barrel, be not, after the Union, liaWe, on aoconnt of the 

'706. prefent Excifes upon excifeable Liqtror^ w Ei^lam^ to B8jr 

V/'STNi^ higher Impoiition than two Shillings fteriliq^ opm tbe 34 

Gallons Eng/ijSIf Barrels, being 12 Galfi^ die prefeat tccri 

Meafure.' 

And another Claufe being likewTfe oftred drtify * Attd it 
is hereby fpecially provided, that the two ))enny Ale aiid Seer 
of Scotland, fliall be only charged witV wfiude Bi£dfe»fbe 
Small-beer in England, •' 

And in part After fome Debate, the Vote was ftated, * Appir€f9t of 

«"^«*' the Vlfeh Article, as to the Excife of Ate and Bttr, vnA 

the ExpTanation as contained in the £rft or hft Oaofe aiiofe- 
anentioned.* And carried for the fir ft. ' 

On the 29th it was moved, That the ObCerva&iis made 
by the Council of Trade, in relation to thti BxMt mA Ifli* 
port of this Nation and Balance of oar TVade, nbatd i(a.lBM 
before the Committee, to whom the £3rth* Article of the 
Union was remitted, and the lamie Was aecoRlltt|;fx didercd. 
As alfo the Clerks of the faid Cddncll of Tra&, #eieor^ 
dered to tranfmit to the ikid Comipittee,,all CMtmobmSt 
Papers and Records relating thereant6» ' ' 
^ « * ^1 i* ^^ t^c ^^^ Chancellor acqualtited Ihe IPir&flicm, 
^r&rcSr ^^^^ ^^^ ^^« Council, at their laft Mcttlfng, likd oihder Adr 
Juii^cdof by the Confideration, feveral Accoottts of ir«gcilar ted tanwrttimj 
Lord Chancel- Meetings, by fome People of the commbil' Ifid oueefMlll De- 
lor. ^ , gree, in Arms; and of Abnfes committed ^ them at 1^/^ 

;tow, Ktrkubrigbt and Dumfreis, and feveral Plactl dT £^- 
nark/hire ; and that there were Papers dropt^ iiivfcfb|^ Peo- 
ple to take ap Arms,' and to provide Amii^nhitioii «A Plro- 
vifions, in order to their marching to diftoH) the ftrtfuneat. 
All whichiie was direded by the Secret Coc^cjl to Ihgr before 
the Parliament, to the BfTed, propei* MeihbAl migb be le- 
folved upon, for preventing the evil Cbdfi^Vibtfteik of &ch 
Fradlices : After which he prefented a Letier fMtk t&e Kb- 
gif^rates of Dumfreis to her Majefty's'AdVbiii^te, bIniiJHig att 
Account of the Abufes and tumaltudry Mfeetio^ In chat 
Place, with a Declaration emitted by thofe wh6 met» «Akh 
was affixed on the Market Crofs of Duinfrtu, and bock weie 
read. 

Whereupon a I>aught of a Proclamation, to be emitttd 
by the Parliriment againft all tumultuary and irregolai' Meet- 
ings and Convocation of the Lieges, was prelented and lead* 
And after fome Bifcourfe thereupon, it being objeAed, dial 
it did not appear that there was a particular f nfbftlUilllwi df 
any taniultuary' Meetings, or irregular Con vbcatiOfta ih any 
other Part of the Shire oi Lana>k^ than at Glafcov}: Her Ma- 
jeiiy*s High Commiflioaer cneuapon was pleaied to oocSy 

CO 



to them, that be kid lAformation not only from GU/cow and Asm 5 Kaom^ 
Ihmfries, bot aUp from feveral Places ia Lanark/hire, of 'tn- . '7^ * 
aaBltnary luid irregular Meetings of Men under Arms, ard \-^V^V*^ 
kA their giving out and publifliiog their Deiign of marching 
tp diftaib the Parliament* 

The Proclamation being approved of, the Draught of an ^odanatio i 
Ad fBfpending the Elba of that Claofe in the Aa ofSecu. ^^"^^ 
tixjt for arming and exerciilng the fenfible Men, pail in the 
Second Seflion of this Parliament ; and that during this Sef. > 
fion of Parliament alenarly, was read and paH on the 30th, 
ajid the iame, and cbe Proclamatioa mentioned before, were , 
ordered to be forthwith pablilhed and printed. 

Then the Vllth Article of Union was again read, and af- ^/^J^"*"* 
Ser fome reafoaing upon that Part thereof, not formerly ap-Jj^**^ approv- 
proved, it was put to the Vote, Approve of the reft of the 
Vllth Article, or not, and carried Approve. 

A Print was then given in, entitle, * An Account 9ftbe The Account «f 
Ihtrning cfthi Articles of Union at Dumfries, bearing the Df- thcburnftg the 
claratioa read and affixed at the Market crofs thereof, by the ^^^on ^"ixim. ' 
Tumult afiembled on that Occafioa : And it being moved, f^^es, compldm- 
that Enquiry be made, who had been the Printer and In-gi- cd of. 
ver of tne faid fcurri/put Paper, and that the Print be burnt 
by the Hands of the Hangman : It was remitted to the Com- 
mittee, to whom the Vlth Article of Union was remitted, to 
call for the MagiHrates of Eiinburght and to take Trial and q^^^^ ^ ^ 
make Enquiry anent the Printer and In-giver of the faid burnt by the 
Paper, They ordered alfo, that the faid fcurrilous Print common Hang. 
iliould be burnt by the common Hangman. >&>«• 

The XVth Article being read, on the 7th of ^'^^m^^'' The XVth Ar» 
the Report was brovght in fi^om the Committee for exam in- tide read. 
ifig the Calenlation of the Equivalent, being as follows : 

The Committee of Parliament, to whom the confidering Report from the 
df the Calculation of the Equivalent was remttteJ, having Committee of 
confiidered the Report made to them by Dr. Jamts Gregory, the Equivalent* 
ProfofTor of the Mathematics in the College of EMnhurgh^ 
•fid the Report made by Dr. 7honuis B<nier, Profeifor of 
ehc Mathematics in the College of Mtrdeen^ of their feve- 
ral and refpcAive Examinations of the Calculations and. 
Grounds thereof i whereupon the Commiifioners, in treating 
she Article for efiabli/hing the Equivalent mentioned in the 
Article, fay it is juft, and the Calculation is exa^, and well 
Ibunded in the Terms, and io Manner expreiTed in the faid 
Aitklt* Whereupon it was propofed to delay the ConGde A Delay pro* 
jation of the iaid XVth Article, until Reports be brought in, P^^*^* 
h t in 

^ See the 1^ Accooat inCaAXDftaa^s Hift. Aono 5 Aanrj 1706. 
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Anno 5 Annc||li relation to the Vhh and VlFIth Articles from the Com- 

1706. mittee, to whom the faid Articles were remitted. 
yy\^\^ And after Debate upon it, it was agreed, that the Proceed- 
ing on the XVch (hall not be underftood to be any Determi* 
nation of the VJch or VII Itb Articles that Itood committed ; 
l>ut that the Reafoning and Voting on the Vltb' Of VJlItk 
i\rticlcs, (hall be entire. 

Then a State of a Vot« was offered in ihefc Terms, Ap- 
prrvc of the firft Paragraph of the XVth Article, or not 

Buc it being moved, that the Parliament firit coniider, 
wlierher they ihould be concerned in the Payment of the 
Lnghjh Debts. A fccond State was thereupon offered, whe- 
ther they fhouM engage in the Payment of the Debts of 
f.vgJand\ yea or no. 

i\nd after (ome Reafoning on it, it wis put to the Vote 

avhich of the two ihould be the State of the Vote, firH cv 

fccond. 

torf?Bclhaven'8 And the Lord Belha'uen gave in aProteft as follows: * I 

ProtcA againft do protell in my own Name, and in the Name of all thofe 

bcmg c""^"^fd who do adhere to this my Protett, that the voting and agree- 

Pcb«. »"g ^0 ^^^ ^'^ ^'^^"'« o^ ^^^ X^^*> Article of the Treaty of 

* Lnion, does no ways infer any manner of Confent or Agree- 

ment, that Scotland (hould be liable to the Enolijh Debts in 
general ; but that it may be lawful to objed againft any 
Branch of the faid Debt not already determined, and he took 
inllrumcrts upon it, and adhered thereunto.' 

Then the Vote was put iirli or fecond, and it wat carried 
firft. Thereafter it was put to the Vote, Approve of the 
iiril Claufe or Paragraph of the XVth Article or not, and car- 
ried Approve. 
Vlth Article '^he Vlfh Article admitted of many Debates, but wss at 
paired. la^> on the 16th, p'liTed with feveral Additions, Enlarge* 

tnents and Explanations; but before, viz. on the 12th, the 
Parliament ordered, that a fcurriloas Print, enritled. Queries 
to the Prefbyterian Noblemen, Barons, BurgcfTes, Minif^ers 
ard Commoners in Scotland, who are for the Scheme of an 
jncorporatirg Union with England^ according to rhe Articles 
agreed upon by the Commifiioners of both Nations, be 
• burned by the Flandsof the common Hangman at the Mar* 
ket Crcis of Edinburgh To-morrow, between eleven and 
twelve of the Clock, and the Magiftrates of Edinburgh ap- 
pointed to fee the fame pundlually done. And remitted to 
the Comnnttee of Parliament, to whom the Vlth and Vlllth 
Articles of Union were remitted, to make Enquiry after the 
Printer, Author, and Jn-giverof theiaid fcurrilous Paper. 

And on the 16th a fcurriloos Print, aiTcrting the Depen- 
dency of the Cruwn and Kingdom of Scotiand upon that of 
I England, 
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England, wis brjonght in, and fcveral Paragraphs thereof being Aimo 5 Anoi^ 
lead, Ordered that the fame be burnt by the Hands of the J2^^L 
common Hangman, at the Market Crofs of Edinburgh next S^^^TT^ 
Morntng. The Vlllth Article of the Union took up the ^^^JJe Ifelf 
Parliament's Time from the 17th to the 26ih, when it w.^s pendency of 
approved with the fevera] Alterations, Additions and £n- Scotland upon 
largements made unto it ; they went thro* the X Vth Ariick J'*8/^^» ^""*' 
on the 30th, and pnffcd it. ^ ^«* ^ 

The X Vlth and XVIIth Articles were approved of on the * 
30th: Then the XVHJth Article was read, and a Mo»on xVthi^Slet 
was made for 'making an additional Claofe to it, in tbetcr pafled. 
Words I * And that in making any fuch Laws, fpccial Re- xvith, 
gard be had to Overtures to be prcfented to chat Parliament XVKth, and 
by the Lords cf Seffions of Scotland: And aficr furthci XVIIIth Arti* 
Reafoning, an Overture was given in for adding anotiiur ^** P»ff«^» 
Claufe in thefe Terms ; * That all Scotchmen be exempted 
from the Englifi? Sacramental Teft, not only in Scotland, but 
jn all Places of the United Kingdom and Dominions there. 
unco belonging; and that they be declared capable of Offices 
- throughout the whole, without being obliged to take the faid 
Teft.* And after Debate, it being moved, * That it was not 
now entire to add the faid Claufe in relation to the Sacramen- t 

cal Teft, in rei'peft of the Vote of Parliament of the izth 
of Nwtmher laft, againft adding the like Claufe:' After 
ibme further Difcourfe thereon, it was agreed, * That the 
faime-^ottld be put to the Vote, and that the Members Votes 
be marked, and the Lift of their Names, as they fliould 
vote, beprime4 and recorded, as ufual.* 

Then the Vote was put, whether it was entire to add the 
Claufe, or not ? And it carried, not : And fo it was approve4 
of. 

The ScQtch Parliantent, on the 2d of January, pa/Tcd an 
A& for adjourning the SeflSon or Term one Month longer; 
and then proceed on the XFXth Article, to the Hrft Clauf^ 
whereof they agreed with a Stipulation, that the Lords of 
the Seffion ihould, for the future, be taken from among the 
Advocates and Writers to the Signet (which was carried by 
cfairteen Votes only) and none to be deemed capably, that 
had not pradifed rhe Law at leafd five Years for the former. 

The next Day, a Motion was made for an additional 
Claufe, in relation to the Qualification of Writers, w«, 
• With this Provifion, that no Writer to the Signet be capa- 
ble to be admitted Lord of the Seflion, unlefs.he undergo a 
private and public Trial in the Civil Law before the Faculty 
of Advocates, and be fmxA by them qualified for theabove- 
^id Office, two Years before they (hall be named to be 1^ 
J^rd of the Seffion. After Reafoning, the Vote was Aated, 

add 
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Anno 5 Anns, add or not : But before voting, it was moved, that the Qua- 

^7^6' liHcations made, or to be made for capaciutiog Periona to be 

V-Z^V'N^' named ordinary Lords of the Seffions, ihall be alterable by 

the Parliament of Great Britain ; and after Debate, it was 

put to the Voce, and carried alterable^ by 60.' Then the 

Voce was put, to add the Claufe aboat the Qualifcatioo of 

The XlXth Writers, and it was carried, add. The other Claufetof the 

ArticleapproT'd xiXth Ariicle being read, aod debated, the whole, u a- 

mended, was approved. 

1 he 4th was fpent in private Affairs ; for which, the 
Lord Chancellor^ by Order of the High CommiiGoBer, ac- 
quainted the Houfe, that two other Days fliould be appoint- 
ed in this SeiTion. 
Tlic XXth and On the 6tb, the XXth Article, with the Addition of the 
XXift Article Word Superiorities, and the 2ift, without any Amendment, 
approved. ^^ j..^ g pproved ; and the next Day the XXIId Article %vas read ; 

The XXIId and afterwards, the firft Paragraph in relation to the Num- 
Am«Je debated, j^g^ of Reprcfcntatives for Scotland in the Parliament of 
' ' Great-Britain, was read over again. After a long Debate 
a Voce was dated, Approve of the firfl Paragraph of the 
faid Article or not; but before voting it was agreed, that 
Protefts thereon ^^^ Names of the Members as they voted fiiouid be printed 
by Lockhart of '"^ recorded ; and George Lockkart of Carnicartb^ Duke of 
Carnwarth, the Afhol, Earl of Buchan, Earl of Srrd, £arl Marifchal^ and 
p. of Athol, ^^y/r^r 5/^wtfr/, for the Town oS Unlitbgo^^ gave ia ^ 
E f^/"f """' reveral Protefts, and took Inflrnments thereof feparacely. 
^^r\ MaT^chal, ^^1'}^^^'^, T^' P"^* Approve of the firft Paragraph of 
and >tewart ^fthe XXIId Arncle, or not, and it was earned. Approve, by 
Ifiolithgow. forty. The fecond Paragraph, of the faid Article, aboQt the 
calling the Reprefentatives from Scotland to the Parliament 
of Great-Britain^ beginning thus, ( ^ And that when her 

* Majefty. ^f.') and ending thus, ( * That the Names of 

* the Perfons fo fummoned, and elected, fliall be returned 

* by the Privy-Council of Scotlatid, into the Court from 

* whence the faid Writ did ifTue,] was again read ;* and after 
fome Debate, an Amendment was ofiered to be added« after 
thefe Words, (according to the Agreement in this Treaty} 
<z;/ss. ^ In fuch manner, as by a fubfequent Parliament A^, 

* of this prefcnt Seftion of the Parliament of Scotland^ ihali 

* be fettled, which is hereby declared to be alfo voted, as a 

* Part of, and engroffed in this Treaty s and after fiuther 
reaibning, it was moved, that the way and manner of 
choofing the Reprefentatives for Scotland^ to the Parliament 
of Great Britain, fhould be detwmined ; and that a Clauie 
to that Purpofe be engrofTed in this Article : After Debate 
the Vote was ftated. Approve of the fecond Paragraph of 
the 22d Article, as amended by the above additional Claafe, 

ret 
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yea or not 8 wh«r<iipoii it being tootred^ to ithy the ftid Amo 5 ^»m. 
Vote till next fitting 0/ Parliament^ a previous Vote wai i7o(« 
Aated, Proceed,, or delay ; and it waa carried, Proceed. ^"i^'V^^ 
Then it was put to the Vote, Aoprov^ of the faid zd Para'r 

fraph of the XXtId Article with the Amendment in the ad* 
itional Clanfe above inferted, or not. The Claufe with the 
AmendmentB being again read, the Earl of Jbgrcorn gave Proteft by the 
in a Protefl, and took Inftromenti thereupon. At laA, the Sari of Aber- 
Vote was put. Approve, or not, and it was carried. Approve. **"• 

On the 8th it was moved, that the four ProteAs given ia Motion agibft 
the former fitting hy the Duke of Jthoi, Earl of Bucba^^ j!/^^^ 
Ceorgi Lochbart of Carmvatb, and IF^Iur Stewuart^ Ought tion^V."*^' 
not to be inferted in the Minutes, nor printed; and 9^^^^ ^^^ p^^^^ 
fome reafoning the Earl of Manhttmt gave in a Prot^^-^ againft the (aid 
tion againft the (aid four Proteils» took Inftruments there- Protefts to.the 
upon, and the Lord Chancellor, the Aiarquefs of Montr^fi^ ^* ^^ March^ 
Frefident of the Council, the Duke of Argjle^ the Mar. "^"^^ ^«- 
quefles of Tweedak and Letbian, and moft of the weli- 
affe£led to the Union, adhered thereto. The next Day th# 
Lord BAlmerino gave in a Proteftation againft that of the Which again is 
Earl of Marcbmwt^ took InHroments thereupon, and the P"^^^^agunft 
Duke of Hamilton and his Party adhered to the fame- ^^^"^"^ 
After fome further Debate it was agreed, that none of the ' ^ 
faid Protefts ihould be inferted at length, in the Miautesy or Com-promire 
printed ; but that they fhould be all inferted in the Records ^^«o»« 
of Parliament. 

Then the 3d Paragraph of the XXUd Article, beginning, '^''M^S^, 
' ^iz. * And that if her Majefty. on, m bdbre th« firtt Day Xrtidc^ 
of Mitf next, £^c. and ending thus, vi%. And that the Par- proved, 
liament may continue for fuch Tinoie only, as the prefent 
Parliament oi- England might have continued, if iht Union 
of the two Kingdoms had not been made, unlefs fooner dif* 
folved by Ker M^jcAy, was read : And after Reafoning there* ' 
on, it was moved, to add the following Claufe, 'viz, * And 
that the faid Parliament of Great Britain (hail meet^ and &, 
once in three Years, at leail, in that Part of Great Britain 
ftow called Scotland, After further Debate, there were twa 
States of the Vote offered, the firft, ^ Approve of the third 
Paragraph of the XXIId Article or not j and the fecond, 
* Add the above Qaufe or not ; and the Vote being put, firtt 
or fecond, it was carried firft : Afterwards the Vote waa put. 
Approve of the 3d Paragraph of the &i4 Article, or oot^ 
and it was carried. Approve. Then the x<:ft of the £iid Arti* 
clewas read, and after fome Reafoning, and reading of chft 
Oaths to which it related, an Overture was given in for aa 
additional Cl:^ore, for explaining the Word I/W/a/m, men« 
cioned in the Oath appQioted to be taken by 5ut. 13. ^'V/* 



Aliao 5 Annatf. HI. ch. 6. as alio an Overtare for exempting j^ei^fons Ifi afay 
'7o^» Office or Employment in Scotland, from taking the Oath of 

K^^^f*"^^ Abjuration mentioned in the (aid Article. A third Overture 
was given in for a Claufe, * That fo long as the A61 ap- 
pointing the facramental Teit, (hall continue irt force in Engm 
land, all Perfons in public Truil within the Limits of Scot- 
landy (hall fwear, and fign a Formula thereto fubjoiDed, in 
manner, and under the Penalty therein mentioned. After 
reading the faid three Overtures, and reafoning thereon, a 
'• Vote was ftatcd. Approve of theXXlId Article of Onion as 

explained, or not. But before voting it was agreed, that 
notwithftanding of tht faid Vote, and that the Article fhoold 
thereby be approved, it fhould neverthelefs be entire and free 
afterwards, to the Parliament to giVe their Sentiments thereon. 
And it being thereupon moved to delay the Vote for approv- 
ing the Article till next Sitting, a previous Vote was ihted. 
Proceed, or delay, and it was carriid Proceed. Then the 

The XXIlTd Vote was put, .Approve the XX fid Article as explained^ or 

Article approv'd not, and it was carried Approve. 

On the loth, after reading the Addrefs of Perth againfl 
* an Union, in the Terms of t>ie Articles, the Overture for 

exempting Perfons in any Office or £mployment in Scotland^ 
from taking the Oith of Abjuration mentioned in the XX (Id 
Article of the Union, was again read, and after feme Rea- 
foning thereon, the Overture was dropped. Then the Over- 
ture for an additional Claufe to the fatd XXIfd Article, for 
explaining the Word Limitation, mentioned in the Oadi ap- 
pointed to be taken by 13 W. III. cap, 6. was again read, 
<v/s. * Like as it is declared, that by the Word Limilatien, 
in the Oith mentioned in the above Article, is only under- 
flood. Entail of the SuccefTion, and not the Conditions of 
Government upon the SuccefTor ; and that all Perfona of 
Scotland, who tiiay be liable to take the faid Oath, fwear it 
in that Srnfe only.' And, after reafoning thereon, the Vote 
was put. Add the faid Claufe, or not, and it was carried, nor. 
Then the third Overture for a Claufe to be added to thefiiid 
, XXIId Article mentioned in the Minutes of thelaft Sittings 
was again read in thefe Terms, * And further, it is agreed, 
chat fo long as that Part of the 2d Adl, Anno 2;. ch. 2d, 
appointing a facramental Teft, (hall (land, and continne m 
Force in England, all Perfons in public Traft, civil or iatli« 
tary, within the Limits of Scotland, (hall fwear and fign the 
the formula under-written, within fix Months after the Com- 
mencement of the Union : And all who (hall be admitted to 
any public TruH thereafter, (hall, before the exercifing their 
faid Office of Truft, fwear and fubfcribe the (ame, to be ad- 
miniitered by the Lords of the Privy Council, oraoy one of 

Ihem, 
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ibtm Qiidcr the tike Peo&Itiet and Difabilttles, at are pro* ilimo J Aitotf^ 
Vided by t&e forefsid A€L made in che Parliament of Enghml. . 17^^. 
Here follows the Formula, * IJ. B. do fincerely and fo- Vi/STN^ 
kmtij declare, in che Prefence of God, that Iowa the Pref. 
byterian Government of the Church, u by Law eftablidiai 
in Scotland^ CD be A lawful Government of the Chinch ; and 
that I (hall never, dirediy nor indiredly^ endeavonr tJie Sab* 
verfioA thereof, nor any Alteration in the Worihip» Difct* 
plioe,. or Government of the fiiad Chm^, as by Law cfl^* 
blifhed; So help me God/ After rcafoning thereon, che 
Vote was put. Add the Cladfey or noti and it wa« carried 
Not. by a Majority of thirty live Voices. Then the XXI I Id 
Article of Union was read, andafier rcafohing thereon, the 
further Debate was adjoorned till the i jth, when all Over* 
ture was given in, for adding a Claufe thereto* in thefe Terms, 
with tins ezprefs ProviHon, * That none of the Peira of 
Scotland ikall have perfonal Protedion within Scotland^ for 
any Debt owing before the Commencement of the Union.* 
As aHb another Overture for adding a Claufe. in thefe Terms^ 
' That all the Peers of that Part of Gr4at Britain now caU 
led Scotland^ ^iialified according to Law, (hall, after the U- 
nion, have Right to fit covered in the HouTe of Peers of 
Gnat BrimtM, notwithHaading that the Right to give Vot# 
therein belongs only to the faid fizceen Peers, who are to bd 
fummoned In the manner appointed by the preccdiog Arti- 
cle.* After rcaioning upon the (aid two Overtures, and upon 
two ieparate Klotionsi the £rft in relation to allowing all the 
Peers of Scotland to lit upon the Trial of the Peers of Bri- 
iaitt% anci the other in relation to their Precedency accord- 
ing to their Patents ; the Vote was dated in tbele Terms, 
Approve the XXItld Article of Union, or alter, referring 
totire, the Conilderaiionof the above two Overtures, and 
whether the fame fhaU be added to the ^Article, and it wat 
carried^ Approve. Then the £rfi Overture for the Claufe^ 
in relaciim to perfonal Protedion* was again read ; and after 
Debate^ it was put to the Vote, Add the Claufe, or not ; and 
it was carried. Not. Afterwards the fecond Overture, or a 
Claufe^ in relation to all the Peers of Scotland, their fitting 
covered in the MocKe of Peers of Gnat Britain was again 
tezdi, and af;er rc^oning, the *Vote wat put. Add the Claufe^ 
or not«. and it wascarried^ Not« 

On the 14th theXXIVth Article wat read, whereupon a HicXXlVth . 
Memoriai wat given from Ljw King of Arms, in relation ^^jLJ^^'i^ 
to hit Precedency, which being read, »fter rcsibn;ng Jt was ^l^^^j^^^^^^ 
fnoved» that the Rank and Precedency afLyoa King of Arms, tyon King at 
be Icxft to her Majeily, and next tp thefe Words, in (he faid Arms^ *e4 
Article, v/*. (Jnd tbatsii ^^rigring tbf Arms) thefe other 
1707. i Wordt^ 



AoBo S Ann«, Words, 'viz. And the Rank and Pncedency ff l^cn IGm^ ^f 
1706. jiryni of the Kingdom of Scothiod, be added. AjmI k bCM 
O^VNJ alio moved, that his Rank (hould be likewife ittfated W W 
' .•- " faid Article, to be imincdiately next after Gsrttr frhdjfMi 
King of Arms in England : After Debate, it was p^;titldb6 
Vote, Add the above Words, That tin Rank tmi Vsmim} 
be lift to her Majefly, or infert the Ra^fkk^d PryHJcncy, 
And it was carried, the Words i which beingkcQordn^jr ad- 
ded, there was another Chtttfe offered to be aflS^ Offte 
XXlVth Artide, 'viz. < And that the Cfowa, SoeM^ sad 
Sword of States Records of t^arliaihent, lihd at! omr'Ke- 
cords, Rolls and Regiilers whatfoever, both public arid. ^ 
vate, general and particular, and Warrants therioC CTfTJiww 
to be kept, as they are, in that Part of the united Kiagtan, 
now called Scotland, and that they (hall fo remain ill TiBKS 
coining, notwithftandin^ the Union.* Which betttmd» 
the fame wa^ agreed to be added, and was accofdi|qgff lob- 
The XXIVfh joined, and the Article as amended, read over, Tkan^'tfae 
and XXVth Vote was put, Approve of the faid XXIVth Anidt, as 
Articles appro-* amended or not, and it was carried Approve. TheXSYtli 
^^*^* Article of Union being read ; after reafoning thefCM, Ac 

Vote was put. Approve of the XX Vch Articte^ flnr no^ iiad 
it was carried Approve. ' 

het f Ratifi ^^*' ^^ ^^* Draught of an Aa, ratifying and ilMM^' 
cation read. ' ^^% ^^^ "^^^^J. ^^ Union of the two Kingdoms qSiSbned 
Motio * ro- *"*^ Er^iand, was given in, and offered to be read t «iC|pe- 
«eed'firf( ^to^the "P°° i' ^^ moved^ (hat the Parliament Aoald ^ril'^raoeed^ 
Conftitutionof to the Conftitutton of the manner ofele^ing the Re^ttiSMa« 
eleaingMcm- tives for Scotland to the Parliament of Great-Briteam^ aldl ci- 
ther now to determine that Matter^ or to appoint & Ifif9u 
that end. After Debate the Vote was ftated^ * Rrootiot ID 
the Ratificationof the Tredty of Union, and ad far SMffcy 
of the Protcftant Religion, and Prefbytemn ChordHGo- 
vernment, or to the Conftitutton of the Manner of aMBag 
the Rcprefentatives for Scoflandto the Parliament of Or^aT- 
Britain:* But before voting, it was agreed, that iaoafc h flgald 
be carried to proceed to the Ratiiicitiofi, the Parimmt 
would immediately, after pafling the Ad of RatSmi^bliB 
proceed to the Conflitution of the Manner of efe^Mjdie 
Which is over- Reprefentativcs for, Scotland, Then the Vote was fmt^fn' 
hi ed in favour, ^eed. to the Ratification or Conftitotion/ and it yt^ ca'tiied 
•^ ^^.J^^!^^' Ratification : After which the Draught of the A», HBBSt- 
tioDi, / • .^^^ approving, and at length, narrating the Article* of U- 
^ nion, as enlarged, explained and amended, and the AS tor 

; Security of the Protedant Religion, and PrefbyterlaaCliiiDdi- 
■ ' Government was^read; and after fome DifCQnrfe, a^irft 

reading' marked thereon. On the i6tb, the £ii4 Aft was 

tca4 
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f«ad a fecond dne; and then the A£t for Security of the Anno 5 Aiuuc^ 
ProceiaBl *Rcligfoii, tnd Prefbyterian Church Govcrirnicnt, iZ*^* 
IDierted in,, am ratified by that Ad, was couched ivirh the .fT^C^ . ' 
Royal Scapiei*, by the Lord High Cbroroiflioncr. Imme- ^il^fp^^Z^ 
dktdy after thts, the foUowiag Reprcfentation and Petition t^.j^„ church 
were prefeiued to the Hoafe : Government 

•rte Reprefcnfatton ani) Petition of the Coinmiffion of the^ ^ 
General Aflbhibly of the National Church of S<9iiand, 
was prefented to the H^^ife. 

Humhfjf Shiwingf 
* 'TpH ATwe,. coniideriiig the Trail repofcd in as by Reprcfentation, 

I the la^e General Aflerably, find it our Duty to lay &c. of the 
before yoar Grace and Lordihipi, when, as we are informed/ Church of£Got* 
yoa are about the paiHog of ao A£L of Ratification of the Ar- 1^^ 
tides of the /treaty of Union betwixt the two Kingdoms of 
ScoiUfui and £i^«»i| which contains thefe following Words; 
declaring nerertheleii, diat the Parliament of Et^land may 
provide (or the Security of the Church of England, as they 
IhaU think expedient, to take place within the Bounds of 
the iaid Kingdom of England, and not derogating from the 
Security above provided, for cdablifhing the Church of Scot* 
i/tnd within the Bounds of this Kingdom, which (hail not 
fufpend or derogate from the Force and Eftedl of this prefenc 
Ratification, but ihalt be underAood as here included, with- 
out any Neceffity af any new Ratification in the Parliament 
of Scotland: Which ClauCe feems to «s, not only t6 be a 
Slaok, put, with your Grace and .Lordihip*s Confent, in the 
Hands of the Parliament ni England, to enadl what they (halt 
think fit, for fecpring the Hierarchy and Ceremonies oi their 
Church : But aifo a Confent that it be an Article and Fun- 
damental of the Union ; and as it is conuined in your Rati* 
fication cannot bat imply a manifeft Homologation. 

We do therefore humbly befeech your Grace and Lordfhips, 
that there be no fuch Stipulaaon, or Confent for the Etia- 
bli(hment of that Hierarchy and Ceremonies, as you would 
not inxplve yourfelves and this Nation in Guilt, and as 

' you confult the Peace and Quiet of this Nation, both in 
Church and State. We pray, that God may blefs and 

Efenre oar gracious Queen, and d\rc& your Grace and 
rdihips in this, and all the great and momentous Affairs, 
which are, or may be before you.* 
Signed in the Name, in the Prefence, and at the Appointment 
of the Commiffion ofthe late General AiTembiy, by 

Sic fub/crib^ur Will, Wifiart^ Moderator. 

i z -After 
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mino 5 Aiiii«^ After reafoning apon the A^ tad Rcprefeatatioii, tkt Vott 



2£^1 was flattfl» Approve Omk Aft, or ndc : Bw« lluJ bi yy iii g< k 



waa agr«ed» that the Votet he olarkM^ BtA.\ 
allowed to be marked, 9a an Apsrpver. Ati 
the Doke of Ih^J^t gavf hi i ProielacWb fte'^ llrit^- 

lege of the firtt Vote in £artianieiit« ani locAt f"^" — ' 

^ thereon; and the Duke of Hai»<^«» gave ki^dili 
S'An tion^othccontranr. Thep i^p Voy liy p^ . 
j^ Aa, ratifying and appi:oving the Tmty i^*VlVM^# I 

two Kingdoms of Sct^iatuttihd Mflgfff^ ^B !* "'^^ ^ ^ 
was carried A pprove,by'a Majority 0/ 1 10 VQiccvnpij^|ift^, 
and then the Ad was touched with the Royal S^^ir I17 
her Majeay's High Commiffioser m fhe «IU!ir^MiH 
The nezt Baiioefs the Schick ?zrkhmKHi -ikuU 
t>e preparing an A6t for the fettling the iiMil^ ( 
theiixteen Peers, and foity il«^^^m^ote>-10 fmcfeiii 
^tciiandin the Parltameiit of GrtMt-Brii^i wt^^iMljk- 
bated in the Sittings of the ^oih, dift, aidF, %^fki'iP1^» 
28th, 29cb, and 3 itt inAant. On the sad^ an oi^ki^ re- 
lating to the way's of ele^king the Reptefentaciv^ W 9f*^ 
-. c'^»<^> to the Parliaqientof Gr#4l-Sri/«i>» wts-i^ii.'- A«l 

SSai,rSrp^^^^^ reafoning thereon, the Vote was pot. Whether A^ tfi 
(entatiTcs of Peers, who were to be Reprefentativet for tM|GA«iA fav t^ 
Scotkndfettlca. Parliament of Grua-Britaim, fiioitld be font kf KnilBtioB or 
Eledion ; and it was carried, by Eleaion;- Tliciy it was 
moved, that it be confidered, what waf the ^leffioji'teBld 
be, whether by balloting, or hjr an 9f^ Bleftmu And 
after Debate thereon, the Vote was jfit, WMherir fta0 
be by open Eleftion, or balloting i an(| U was oirrM 
by open Eledion. The a4th it was debated wh^if P^Mor. 
tions the Shires and Boroughs fhoold have, of the 45 MKnn* 
bers that were to lit in the Houfe of ComniDtts qt0n0f-^ 
Srifaitt^. And k being propofed, that 30 'Aoold -M the 
Number for the Shires, and 15 the Number for the Bc«eiiq^« 
it^ras pot to the Vote, and carried Approve. 

The 29th, a Vote was put, if the Bnrgh of B^aimg B, 
by icfelf, Ihould have one Reprekatative or sat« aad it was 
carried one. Then a Scheme dividuig th« Bmfj^ Imd 15 
Diilrifls, each of which Diilri£ls was to have oncTJtopMfan- 
t«tive, was given in, and read as fo}h>wt : THa fcifghi of 
Kiriwa/, JVtek, D^mock^ Ltfjg^ai and 9«it, ittmi'J€tmjfi^ 
Invernefs^ Nairn and Forres^ one ; Elgjitty Cm/km, Bmmfp Im- 
*verwy and Kintori, one ; Jbirdun, Birmtf iUitnffi^'Aitr' 
^ . krotbock and Brticbift, one ; Forjkr, Perib^ Diwite» C^fffer 
and St. Andrcivsy one; Cryll^ Kibrioxy^ Aiiin^p% ea^#r 
and nuefier^ and FiUmjcun^ one ; Dyjurt^ XtrlaOy, JSnydanaf 
and Brunt IJUid^ one; h'vtrieatb^ PHmftrwf^ SS^*' 



( J.xix ) 

/^rjr, Cuir§fi, ud SjfrBfig^ one i GJa/cdgv, Jtiiffrew, RMtbir- Ai«o 5 Am^ 
fhm t^tA IHmbartoHy one; Edtphttrgb^ one; H^Mngton/ W^ 
fhtth Bemvici, f>^A^, Lauder ttA Jtdlmrgb, one ; S^^iri, VX'VXi^ 
FMest Linlithgow^ ftqd Larnrk, one; DuSfria^ Sanqbuatf, " 
Anun^ Lochmman^ tiicl Kiraibrigbt^ on* ; Wigtoun, New- 

^bfey^ CanAkfmi itA fttverarj^ one. 

TfcbVot^beiig pot* the Sfiiieme win earrM, and tbe 
Ptrl«neBt» on th)e.kift of thie M^nfijb, took mo Cpafidera- 
(ioB.e Motion Alt. *)kHirii4{ die EfpcAice t^ die Commif- ScotchCoinmU^ 
fioners ibr the Union, and it waa gcMredf.tliat each Noble- ^oatn^k^'wo^ 
man concerntd (hould have 1 2009/. Scotch, and every other ^ ^heuEipai- 
Commiffioner 6000 ; their Secretary 4806 / the three Ac- *^ 
compcanti 2400/. each, one of the eqnlvaTent^ P^ufaJk* ' 
with pablic Debts, after the African Company 1 but before 
voting, ihe Votf !| w^rft unjer^ Ul b^ pH^t^, and the JUjrd 
Jrchihaid C^mpMy (hen m^de Bail 'of Ij^a^ was allowed 
lia Ejtpfemceaas a^N^Ionan ; It.was-aUbcarrJed, thai the 
CoafmiiEonera for the Treaty in 1790^, ihoi^d b»aJi|ewec] 
for their Expences, each Nobleman * 500 h Stirih^, eacU 
^aron 300/. and each Boroqgh 20q/. and the E^enc^ 
iKras declared to be a pablic Debt, and referred to a Con^- 
m'ttee eo flaaa ihofame as foeh. 

For the Artidee of Union, together with the Amead-. 
»aats. See ChanbiskV ifijt. Anno. 5, A1U10 1706, 
Page 16. 

. Aa UkewMh a very carioas State ef the Rerenues, Debts. 
&/. of both Kfofdoms, as they lk>od at the Union, ftgn'd 
i^y the Socretariea of the Commi^oiiers of both King^ 
doms. Pagejf. * 

f be ?KOr EST occif/wBeJ iy tie De^atu 
on the Statp af the Jt^AflON^ June 

fk^ 7^a ^734* 

T) £ C A V SB ve think the mam Queftion ftonrd have 
JD bwn P« »od paffed in the Affirmative, fmcc t^ry 
Mrdwho fpoke in the Debate agreed, that it was fl«aiy 
trae.; and wo do not apprehend the feaft Inconrenienco 
could poffbly have arifea from it ; but on the contrary, that 
fho ibting of the Ft^a of tho mantfeft Infraaion of tho 
Cpov^miqnt iVM a n^flhry Poimdatloii for the fubfecraent 

Advw 



Anbo 14 Geo. Advicc of this ^pufe tohU MajeA)^ whkli Adricf M-llM 

H* I74p*- the more neceilaqr. iiii€C we are caoviii|Q0d bf tlir.flMffi^ 

%:yy\j ence of maDj-Yciu-^, that the Ca«ndJ» of the AHiBi«i l ia ^ 

lion, far from, ptacmtg any Reparatipn or Satiiftftiai^fa 

(he Infults and lipjurks this Ifation iu&.i|icetf«d, tevcr^pfj 

r^pofed Ic to farther Diihonour and CcMtfplipt. 

CbiftgrftM^ Mi^bmm, Cartem, Batht^, f^lHOfdi^ 
Smffoik.Jh^. Sh^^huy^ dfiinnffy, CMam. fi mkfs 
Nmlmmfm,^ Strifird, Gowtr, J^^srd^ l^/wii>Jlw< 



tr^^ S P E E C H of tb( mkeo/Af^GTiu, 
upon the State oftbeNATlONi 
April 15, 1740. 

My LoRDS,^ 

TH £ prefent Queftioii is of rogm|Iapomii«e»fiittI 
could wi(h that every Lord iii^i(hi»Hoiife WM tftAs- 
c^are his OpipU)!!. with the fame $iiipeFit}r» wkii tte tmm 
Unrefervcdnefs, which I think is my tndifpeobblo Oaqp co 
ufe, when li^m^ poor Thoughts befoce jour Lonllte. 
L my Lonls, hi^ve no View in fpeaking upoo poUie MtStm^ 
b$it (odp that'SerFioe tp my Mafler and my Omtfyi dMr t 
think every Iiord in this Houfe ought to aim at. widMrvo- 
garding who takes his honed Endeavours am tfs» Fbr«f 
own Part, my Lords, I have, ever fmcc I had the Ho«q«r to 
f]t in this Houfe, fpokemy'Mind wiffa equal iPitedodi^ipdii 
all Occafions, and will continue to do it the more fiBOM^, 
a) I have neither Hopes nor Fearsfrom tisis lAdmiotfltslitB, 
^nd as few from the next 5 and, my Lords, fo void » ay BoBift 
of all partial Conflderations, of all intereflled Views, Am I 
don't care if all my Thoughts were read|itC^ni|;'Ci^$'^«tl 
my Ambition being to be thought a Man who fpeakt muA 
aas as he thinks; and, my Lords, it has been long ogr CM- 
nioD, that by foeh a Condua a Mas may even ibiee tlir mt^ 
teem of his Enemies. . • ^ 

^ I, my Lords, have lived long enough in the Wbdd^ to 
be able to coix^pare (he once flouriihing State of thii QjiibUjp 
with its prefent melancholy Simaeton; I have iee«».«tf 
Lords, a Time when Great SritmK was glorious, trisMtfh- 
ant, and terr|bl« Abroad $ her Government knrcd^ re%«fiBd» 
^fA «Dyy'd at Home i when her Enmity was dreaidcd, mad 

wkea 
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ttrhen ber Alliance was coarted. Is there a Subjeft in this Asmj^GHt 

Kingdoni, my Lords, who can reflect that theie were once 11* ig^* 

the happy Ctrcumftances of this Coantry, and y^t fees the ^ " ^ 

deplorable Alteration which a few Years have made, who 

wtU not feel a feniible Concern upon the Comparifon, how* . 

ever SelMntereft mty alleviate his Grief 1^1 know, my Lords, ' 

what has been £iid in Favoiir of thofe who have been the 

Inftfutoents 6f bringing this melancholy Change about s.I . 

know it has been attributed to f onune, and to unforefeeit 

Caufies. ; My Lords, I am very fenfible that Fortune has very 

often a very great Hand in Public Events, and that a Nation 

may fafFcr a great deal from Events, that no Human Foreiight . 

coiild prevent or guard againU ; but I am far from thinking 

that this has been our Olw. I am apt to believe, my Lords, 

that FdrtOne has been fovourable to us, and prefeisted us 

with many Opportunities of railing the Honour and Intereft , 

of this Nation to as high a Pitch as ever, even while they 

have been fuffering the mod, bat that th'efe Opportunides 

have been all wantonly flighted and negleAed. It is, my 

Lords, I am afraid, owing to a long Series of Mifcondud^ to 

a long Train of weak Meafures, unfuccefsful and unnatural 

Expedients, and not to Fortune, that this Nation has fulfered 

fo much in her Character and Intereft in all the Courts of 

Europe. ' A tery flight Review, my Lor4s, of our Conduft 

fo^fome Years paft, may convince any Man of thi^ Truth. 

' The Treaty of Vtnchi, my Lords, is a Meafure that we 
have been often told, is the Source of all thofe InconMencie^ 
that appear in our Condufl for thefe laft five and fwentf 
Years. My Lords^ I had (he Honour of fitting in this Houfe 
at that Time, and to have foitie Share in the Sacceffes that 
might have entitled us to a much better Treaty ; I am very 
fenfible It was not a good Treaty ; and whrn it came to be 
co'nfidered hf the Houfe, no Lord fpoke with greater Free- 
dom on that OcCafion than I did. At the ftgne time, my 
Lords, my Oppofition to that Treaty could not proceed 
from any DifTatisfadlion, from any Ill-wil), that I could bear 
to thofe who concluded it; I lived on good Terms, nay,. 
had perfonal Fxiendfliips with feveral who had a large Share 
in the Negotiations that brought it about i but I oppofed it 
becattfe I thought it might have been better, and becaufe it 
gave up many Advantages chat we might have then jufUy 
claimed. But, my Lords, bad as it was, I don^t think you 
have made a better fince ; and had even the Ajivanuges 
which the Nation gaiAed by the Treaty of Utrubt been im- 
proved by the next Miniftry, had they made % right Ufe of 
their Power in cementing the fliort lived Mifunderftandinga 
shac foon'*after broke out among our Allies, and thus oe** 
. ■' priving 



Ai0bt46eb»^rMne Fr€in<e of all the M^ans of retrieWhg Her Power 
U- t74»» upon thefe Differenced, you infgh^, ribtWichflafiding all that 

V/V^X^ then happened, hairt gone on fromGIorjr Co Glory, till you 
had fixed the Halanee of Pow^r anaJterably in your own 
Hands.- 

• Buf, my Lot^s, the fucteeding Minlfttjr took no Warn- 
ing from the Mifcondufl of their Predeteffoi's i they took 
i\d C^re to avoid treading in their I^oocfteps, the* the Ruin 
to which they led vfras fo cleanly and (b evidently pointed 
ot)t ; they fell into a Ttf'ain of f^lifh Ncfgotiations, which 
difobliged and detached your beft Friends from yoar Ince- 
refts, and ^hich gave your natural Bnemies an Qpponunity 
of retrieving all they had lofl^ Thev adopted a Maxim, 
my Lords^ that any, even the nioft dimoriourable Peace, was 
preferable to a Waf, and by their inviolable Adherence to 
this Maxim, they hate led you into all that DHbrcdit, Fhad 
almoft raid Scandaf^ that has come upon you from all Quar- 
ters. This Situation, my Lords, ist&e more dreadful, as it 
IS attended with no Security. We have negotiated oor- 
felves out of all Reputation i and tho* we ^ave been doing 
nothing, but forming Alliances and ftiaking^t*readei for 
thefe twenty Years pall, we have dot a^l this Day' one AlFy 
in the World, nor 6'n'e Treaty that at this Time ftands us 
in any ftead. My* Lords, I appeal to Fafts : Where arc 
your Allies ? Have you rctciv^d the feaft Affiftarnct from any 
Power in Europe fincc yoo entir'd into t'tis War f or, is 
there any Appearance of their declaring in your Favour ? 
Having faid thus much, my Lords, Dpon the general 
State of the Nation at this Tiftie» t Ihall now troabie your 
LordOiips with my Opinion as (o thfs particular Qoefixon. 
And here, my Lords, t cannot help declaring, that I think 
the Words of the QueHiod are exurmely proper^ and that 
It is very becoming your Lordfhips Wifloto and Dignity^ 
while you have the State of the Nation under your. Confix 
deration, to enquire into the Particulars which this Refola- 
tion comprehends. It con fids, my Lords, of two olain un- 
deniable Fads, and one Confequence ; therefore I cannot 
fee the lead Grounds for fuppofing with a noble Lord who 
has fpoken in this Debate, that oar agreeing to the Refblu* 
tion can ever rcflcft the leaft Diflionour upon the glorious 
Succefs at Porto- Belloy or that it is a Cenfore apon the Con- 
cratulaiions which have been prefented* already to hit 
Majerty on that account. My Lords, Troth will be Truth, 
whatever GlofTes are made to difguife it, and whateter At- 
tempts are made to pervert it. The prefent Queftton con^ 
mini nothing but what every Lord mull adroit of. The 
Parts of which it confills^ are no way complicatcdy aod nrnf^ 
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ht onderftood by every body who takes the Piijos to con- Aaao h 0^9^ 
fider the Fad; which, my Lords, is, that, if Admiral fV '*• '74»' 
MM had been ftiraifh^d with a poper Body of Land-Forces, V-Z^^VX^i * 
the takwg of P^fo- Be/la might have been rendered not only 
more certain and infaliible, but have been attended with 
greater CoofeqiMoces to the Nation. My Lords, the noble 
Lord who made the Motion gave your Lordfhips no ground 
for thinking that he meant a Scriptural infallibility, luch an 
Inftllibility as the Charch of Rome vefts in her Popes, by 
Che Words ariatm and infallibk contained in this Motion ; 
no, my Lords, as f onderftand the Words of the Refolntion* 
they mean ao more, than that if Admiral Vern^m had been 
fbrnifli'd with Land Forces, it was fifty thonfand to* one \i he 
had faird i» his Attack upon FTto-Bello i whereas there 
^ere many Chances to one againft his J$occe^, as he was not 
furnifh'd wnh them. The Words artaut wA infalUhlt^ 
therefore, hre here put in Oppoficion to the PrccarioQlnefs and 
Uncertaioty he was under in making fueh an Atuck with fo 
criilieg a Nnmber. For, my Lords, give me leave to fiiy it, 
had the ^pamartls behav'd with RefoIution» had they decod- 
ed the Place as well as its Fortifications might have admitted 
o( Admiral Virmn con Id not havefocceeded. And as it was, 
my Lords, rothing but his own Intrepidity and good Condnft 
coo*d have prevented his Ships coming very indt£ierently ofiFs 
but he aAed with the Refotution that became an Englifl» Ad. 
miral \ ke faid, he cou'd take the Place, and he would take 
it; and, my Lords, it was owing to him, and him only, thv 
it was taken : For it appears that ^^i/Ship did all the Damage 
to the Sfaniards, Now, my Lords, can any Lord do.u£, 
that if Admiral Vimon had been properly fupported by a ' 
fafficient Body of Land Forces, that he might not have 
attempted greater Matters than the taking and demoliihing 
ei Potto Bellof 

* Having faid thus much, my Lords, in Defence of the 
Fads contain*d tn the Quefttoo, I come now to the Confe- 
i|nence, which 1 fuppofe to have been that Part of the Mo* 
tion that has given Rife to all this Debate. This Confe- 
quence, my Lords, is, that the eot fending Land-Forcet 
with Mr. Vifmn was a Piece of Mifmanagement in the 
profecuting this juft and neceiTary War. My Lords, who 
doubts that it was? A noble Lord, who fpoke firft in the 
I>ebaie, was plcas*d to fay, that a great many things were 
necelfary to be provided, in order to embark any Number . 
of Land Forces for fo dillant a Voyage. My Lords, it i« "^ 
now a long Time fince 1 ierv'd, and it is pofiible that at my 
Yeart I may have forgot a good deal s but, my Lords, I 
hope, that what 1 have forgot is amply fupply'd by the £x« 
pericnee and Capacity of my Cotempouries and FcUow* 
Officers, and that they (feveral of them, my Lords, fit \n v 
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^ia6 r4 Geo. this Hook) will kt rac right if I flioald milUu m wuf 
^ Ih 1740. poioc. Mj Lords, I htvc been a little uTcd to EmhvikmomM^ 
\f^^y^\J aod I do agree with the noble Lord, that the Eaybarkadee 
of Troops i» a yery ledioot and difficult Matter. Bat year 
Loidlhips will be plcat'd to obferve one DiftinAion which 
the wiblc Lord did not makei and that it, my Loid^ that 
there is a great Diftrvoce betwixt embarkiBg Herfe and 
Foot. I have had Experience of both, and it oertaialy it no 
eafy Matter to embark any Number of Horfe ; but, »y Loids, 
it it^ no iMans fo difficult a Matter to embark fife er fix, 
or eight thooiand Foot. Aad had fuch a Nnmber been cm- 
faark'd at the Time when the Troops were broef^t vfer fran 
JrtlMd, my Lords, J make no doiubt but by this Tine, we 
night have been in the PofTeffion of a Place in the Wlf- 
Mia, which might haye paid as for all the Expence of this 
War* had we k«pt it. The taking of P9rt9-BeA^ my Lnds, 
was a brave A^ion ; it ihewVl what an Engitfk Sqoadmn, tf 
rightly coransanded, can do ; but had Mr. Fmm been at dbat 
time fomiibed with a proper Body of Land> Forcea, I donH 
knowLhow for he might have carried his Conquella. Con* 
mon Fame reports, iluit he is now before Cartifmgtma^ wmk I 
wiHi him all the Soccefs which his Bravery and Cosidnfit de- 
ferve : But does any Lord here doubt, thu if at xh'n tiinc» fop- 
pofmg him co be before Carihagena^ he had eight or ten Bat- 
ulioDs along with him, that he might not promife himieif a 
much more ceruin and eafy Conqueil ? Had he eight or ten 
Battalions on board^my Lord8,might he not attempt a Cdnfoeft 
of more importance tothisNationthaa even that of Carfha- 
g0HA itfelf. My Lords, I fpeak of thefe things according to the 
Light in which they appear tx> me : What private Rcnibns 
there might be for not lending Land Forces along with that 
Admiral, I Ihall not pretend to account for ; becauie I am no 
otherwiie acquainted with the public Tran(adioas» than all the 
good People of England either are or may be. 

« A noble Duke^ who has fpoke in this Debate, haa 6id, 
that the Seafon of the Year is to be con£dcred, and that the 
lending Troops into Amtrica at certain 8eafons is attended 
with thie worft Confcqueoces to the Perfons of the Men. My 
Lords, I tm extremely (enfible of that : and know, that if yoo 
icnd Men from this Kingdom at fuch a Seafon* as that they 
mnil land in Amtriea during ihe onwholeibme Months, 700 
lend them to their Death. For which RcaTon, my Lnnk, 
when I heard a great deal of Talk about ah Raped itton^ and 
that we were to fend over ten or twelve thouiand hden 10 Ami- 
Wr«,in order to take cne Ha^uantM^ or fome tmporant Place 
from the SpMiards, f thought it was a ytry right Meafitre : 
But when J heard, that the Troops deitgned for that Expedi- 
tion, were to be fent off from Britain about the End of Fa^rv* 
fry, er the Beginning oiMarck, I fitid that it wax iiapoffifalf, 
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tiM} thkt tliey ttiuft ftnd in jfrnerka at th« ytry Tinie wheD the Xond 14 0^0^ 
¥fo?ent Mens and Uii«rlioIafoaitier» of the Cliaiate niiift kiQ. V* i74o« 
•t teaft» <me Mf rf them. Tli«fefofe, my Lonii, I was very ^^m/^y^'SJ 
glad to hear that this Expeditioii wa»iielay*4 to a more pro- 
per OpportttflKy. But, my Lords, when ^miral Fimm hfVd 
from hence, it was the propeiet Seafon in all the Year for fend- 
lot; Men fxftttbAmtfiem ; for they mnft have landed thereat 
the bieftTInie and in the mildeflScafon ofall the Year ; fo chat 
no ObjefHon of thatkhid can bebrooffhtagainft onr not (end- 
ittg Land-Fortes with Mr. Fermn, As we dM not think pro- 
^ p£ tb kad them at that time, my LoftH we loll that Year ; 
and if we Ihall let the approaching Setfon pafs without fend- 
ing out the Troops deligncd for the Expedition that is fo 
inach talked of, we mnft lefe another Year, and (6 give the 
Spmdards mortTfme Ibr fbrdfying and potthig tbemfelves 
opoBf their Goatd. 80 that, nty Lords, I take it this is a plain 
Argnment why we engbt to agree to thk RefolntkHi 1 for if 

• we knew at the Time of Mr. Virfmfs Ailing from hence, that 
we moft lofe anotlier Year, in csfe we did not fend the Land* 
Forees then r to be fore, they who were hi the DireAion of 
Afftinr were the more inexeafiible, as they brought anotlier 
Yeai^ Bxpentei npon the Back of the Nation, whieb is ki 
little able to bea^ it. For, my Lords, \t is there that we can 
moft effeAoally diftrefs them ; it is there that thehr moft fen- 
fibte Parts lie i and k is only by attacking them there, that we 
can ever hope to get oot of this War with Hon6arand Ad* 

' vantage. 

The famendble Duke was pleaied to aflert, that sll had been 
dbne that was to be expeded on the Coaft of Old SpAtn^ where 
we have had a ftrong Sqnadron lying for near two Years pft. 
All has been done, my Lords ! What fingle Thing has been 
done, (except the taking a Ship or two) that could make the 
^^aurr^/feel that yon hada Sqnadron there ? And, my Lords, 

• give me Mveto 4y, a Sqnadron ikted one at a vaft fixpence 
to tbla Natibft ; k confifted of more and better Ships than 
even ^J$bn JemingSt who wiU always be remembered on 
thofe Seas to hfs immortal Honour, ever had the Command o''. 

- It was a ftronger Fleer, my Lords, than ever was given to 
♦^Sirytfijw Nnrrit, who cerminly, in his Way as a Sea-OfRcer, 
is fuperior to any Man in Enrofe, My Lords, I think the Ser- 
vice upon whi<^ Mr. Hadd&ck was ient defVrved to have been 
committed to one of y onr Admiral?, the beft and ableft Offi- 
cer in his Majdly*s Servke ; I fay this, my Lords, without 
nny Intention to reflet upon any Gentleman who has tlie 
Honour to ierve his Majefty as a Sea-Officer; I have a great 
Bfteen for al), tad no Exceptions to any of them : Bat, my 
Lords, as our Reputation was beyond ail things to be regard- 
ed, efpecially at the Betinningof this War, I think we ought 
re have employed tfloit who had Rank and Standhtg in the 
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Anno 14 Oto. Fleet, befidcs Coor&ge, wkicti ftery Man is fuppoM tohavc > 
U. 1740. and this would liavc^ perhaps, given the iS/tfmri6 to aadcr- 
Km^^y^'^J ftar.d chac we were in EarncH, at much n» any chingt cxcepc 
fomc vigorous Stroke. 

* Buc» my Lords, give me leave to aft: what hai this great 
Fleet dore i What Return has the Nation had for all theim* 
menfe Expences (he has been at in fitting it out? Has it done 
any thing to retrieve yonr Honour^ any thing to revenge your 
Wrongs ? any thing that may anfwer the gicat and nectffitfy 
Purpofes for which tliia W«r wm emcr*d into? Noi the 
Trade of the Nation has fofier'd viftly.in thofe very Seas where 
this Fleet lay. The Spaniards have indeed been prevented 
from fending out their Ships ; but at the ifune Time they have 
got a great many ftrfeiy home, no(withilaading,tbe Vigilaace 
of this Fleet of ours. Theie hat nothing been done, my 
Lords ^ and will any Man fay that nothing waa to be done ? 
Unexpericnc'd as 1 am in naval Affiiirt, I oould poisitoot iic- 
veral things that might have been done, befides blocking their 
Ships up in the Bay of Calis 

' J^t^d here, my Lords, 1 moft beg your LocdOiqM Indul- 
gence a little, if I give the Houie my Sentimema widi Re- 
gard to that favourite Piece* of Service, I mean the blocking 
up the Spanijh Fleet in the Bay of CaU$, 1 kncwr I am An- 
gular in my Opinion on that Head, and I doa*t exped thst 
many Lords wiU be of my Way of Thinking in tbia Partico- 
Jar ; bur, my Lords, I think it was a -^tty uieleis* ill jodg'd 
piece of Service : It was a Piece of Servke that tbia Nation 
had much better been without. I am forry, my Lords, that I 
difF<:r with thofe who gave the Orders in this RcfpeA; but I 
think it had been much better that the Spsmifi Fleet had kil'd. 
For, my Lords, if it had faii'd, we couki have followed tbem 
to Amtrica, perhaps overtaken them at open Sea ; hn any 
Event we mult have met with them in their lVefi-ln£u ; and 
then, ny Lords, we could have deHroyed or taken them, 
which would have been abrav^ and aicaibnable Piece of Ser^ 
vice totheNation. Nay, my Lords, if we had iuwi a pfoperljind^ 
Force on board, we could at the fame time have mule other 
Puihes, which could not have failed of being of vaft Advan- 
tage (o this Nation, and putting the Diierencet becwiact na 
and Spain upon a very fliort liTue. 

< But, my Lords, to what purpofe hat this Fleet been bkxk- 
ing up the Spamjh Ships all this time in their Harbour ? if I 
am rightly informed, or if I am to give any Credk to what is 
very pubiiciy taik*d, that Service has been inefEednal f for the 
Spanifl? Ships have efcaped. So that, my Lords, we have for 
two Years, at a vali Expence, been endeavourii^ to do what 
we find turns out to no manner of Account, while there were 
many Services which that Fleet might have performed, that 
aiuit have put an end cq the War in our Favour b^aM this time. 

I know 
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I know. By Lordt* it .WHs given out diat Bmri^hUktm wm mAAM. 14 Om 
Bangtr, aftd that oar Admwal iuia (kilcd 10 prevent any Sor- U^^74P* 
pris(e Irom that Quaiter 1 but when I ttiA opoft tbe long ^ 
. tiaiqhe bas now. been «t $ca» and the Natnre«f toe Seat wbeio 
he has been lying, I doobc hi» Shift have been (6 dtfadfiiU|r 
ont ^ordcc, that he hal been obliged to leave hit Stacioa* 
Ffom what I have iaid^ yoar Lofdihipt May fenthattt iievt- 
. dentfe the War on that Qaarcer hat been yfuy ill nuaaged^ naA 
F^tane it.not to blame 1 fcr we have met wkh notipCi Ac- 
cidentt, no Lofiet; that.havedifid»led at from perfemiiig&r^ 
vice* that might have Jbeen iblid and Itfiiag Advmtaget tothe 
14atioo» befides £iving ihe vaft Samt that we have been oUigel 
to expoid. I Ihall not, my Loidi. pretend 10 point out by wMe 
Fault all thit bat happen'd^ J know Admiral Hadd$ck to be a 
^tiy toive, worthy Man, and one who I am fore wonJd, at fiir as 
ihOfForce he had with him could reach, perform any Piece of 
Ser vi^ 9^t the Hoaour of hit King and-Coontry^ chat he was 
fentooton: Inihort»my Lordtyl know himtobeaMan»who, 
nas a Sea-Officer, has tv^iy good Quality, except that of great 
£<perieoce ta great Command. For aII thefe Reafont, my 
Lorda, when 1 reflcdl upon the onadive State he has been in 
ever fince he iaiJed from Englamii when at the (ame Tinw I 
reAcAilponthe grtacServicet which itftrtstnhisPower to have 
peifofm'd, I cannot in Charity but doubt that his Inftrudiont 
: bound up his Handt^ .There is not, my Lords, a coeunon SMior 
. that won't tell you, if you atk him, that fifty Things might 
have been done 10 annoy the SpaHmrM upoa thofe very Snt. 
* Having &id this much with regard to AdmtraJ Haddock^ 
and what has been done in the Medittnmtuam, I (hall now 
take the Liberty u> make fome Obiervationt upon what 
a noble Duke hat faid in Excuie for our not fending a 
fulGcient Number of Troopt 10 the Wtft InMgs. Hit 
Grace took Notice, that when Mr. ^/nwe (ailed, theBat- 
lalioRS from IniandiMd been arrived but two Days, and there- 
fore that chey were ia a very bad Condition to be fliipped on 
bo^d for fuch a Voyage. It is ^ety true, my Lordt, that it 
ouilt have have been jmpradUcabie to have fent the(e Troopt 
oa board at thatrXime. Rut what I would be inlbrmed of 
is. Why thole Troopt from Irs^and were aot fooocr brought 
over ? Can it be pretended, thit it was uncertaio we fliould 
enter iato a War. with i>/aiw before that Time? My Lords, I 
appeal to the Papers upon your Lordftiips Table, to prove, 
that, eveo in the OpinioDof our Miniflry» the War was then 
ioevuahle. I appeal to w.hat paiTed in this very Houfe, when 
feveral Lords, who- certainly knew a great deal of what was 
pailing^t t|»at Time, declared, that all Speakingand Treating 
was DO.W at an end, and (hat then was the Time for A6liog. 
But, jny Lords, where could the Harm have been, if, upon 
cvcathe S^nipici^n that the Nation was to ^ater into a War, 
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JImn 14 Gm. tiifiii Tfoopf IM b«ca bi^ht from tnkmd? lAf Lmis, 

A <74o* ^he ruf LetMH wbiGk GinJdim mum op ami ctown ihi^ 

X^^VN^ Kingiiani More lie wtntaway^doal taiv^aa chc feall^foom 

to i|acftion, Ink Aat tlie Mluiftrf, long bd#fie ckat Tfme^ 

iMtw that a Ropcuyc with Bpmn wa» imav^idablt. 

§ M^ Lords, I coae sow to fpMk a liicio wick rtgaivl to 
tlMi MaMg^flMOC #f ^nr AMm at Uady the Bieaicttt to whith 
'aay.Servkealiavebie»iBoft^ cen^eed. Add iMre, my Loi^s, 
jghre lae* Leaf* calay, that 1 iMift give up iQ Frsteofiofti to 
conuMMi Senfe, if thera have mc been nuuiy wfirag Steps 
okM IB tlie AfilM ol dM Army, ft ftr at ^pcura to me, 
fince ear eaieriag imo xkn War. I an glad ot this Oppor- 
tttnity of iHldaiiiihig my having anvliaiid iii fueh « Omdua. 
arl every Day obierve 9 if they who give the Orders ftull 
' leap any Ueaour tern their MaMgenieiM, I ihell rdb them of 
ao-Share of it, and I wtih^them looch Joy in h ; Kot at the 
laaoe lime, while thet I reaoonce the Heaoor, f refbfe to 
have any Part of the Difeicdit that may arilefroiii tho prelent 
Mcvlbret that ate purfiwd. The noble Doke who /poke fci 
the Debate, iuA, that he iborid have looked upon hhnfelf as 
a Traitor co his Prince, if he had adviled hkn to any other 
Meafaret than what have been parfned. My hoit^n^ there 
the noble Dalte and [ widely differ : Had f had the Hooonr to 
« ^iMve ndvifed his Msjefty, I ftiooM have been eltarif of Opi- 
^\ije»} that a Body of 6^ or 8000 Men (honld have been lent out 
WW ^th Mr. KrraMT, and thofe too of the beft Troops we have. It 
.mils owing to Mr. Vnmd% Courage, my Lords, that he fuc- 
toYededas he did, and he has been nobly rowarded : He has, 
tMdy Lords, had the very (ame Reward that was beftowed npon 
i^e laie Duke of Marlbwimgb upon the ViAories of Htcbied^ 
tlte«tf/4W, and Malpkfuiii aad that is, the Addrefletof both 
lan^ufes of Parliament, and of the City of Lmdnt, congratu- 
miing his Msjefty upon his Snccefs. So that, there cannor, 
hv Lords, be greater Honours done to a SubjeA, than what 
Ms on this Ocafion been dose to that brave, honeft Man 
^ W. FimM i that U the greateil Charader that I can give any 

ian ; and that Charaaer I know he deferves. But, my 
\vd0, no Officer in the King's Service has for fome Years 
>ft naade fo littie a Ftgnre in his Way, 9$ this g^hwt Admi- 
! has done. I cannot fay whit this is owing to 1 bat his 
Asfent Giory makes him ample Amends for all his late Ob- 
ariiy. And, my Loriis, give me Leave here to obferve, 
/bat a vaft Encouragement it is for all his Majefty*s Officers 
.0 do their Duty, when they refied, that their Socceft pro- 
cnres ^hem the greateft Rewards and Honoars. 

* My Lords, lam far from believing the Gesitlemen of the 
Navy, when ihey teU us» that thtirSbtpi ate a fiilcitBt Guard 

te 
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t9 o«r Ooifti, ftnd tbtt vm can by metni 6f ttieai pitrent all Ami* 14 <!««« 
Iflvafioat. I doadtaitf my Lords, thtt the ^indf muy take ^^* >74^ 
an OppoftMitf to thtom over 10 or ieOOo Met here, tad V.^'^V^N^ 
that oar Slitpa can't prevent their Landing 1 bttt, my Lords, 
tho* we had felt oat ten Battalions with Mr. Fttmn, we 1191 
had i8,Doo hien left to gaard the Nation 1 and thefe muft 
have been an Over-match Mr any Nombef of Mcto tht Trench 
could have landed here. All the Naoiber, mf Lords, which 
they can throw over to this Country, before our Fleet tan 
come to oar Ailiftancey are fo inconfiderable, thu their Land- < 
ing woald deferve the Name of a SurfHzi, rather than of nn 
Jmfofim, 

* Let 01 fappofe thn worft, my Lords» and that we had been 
invaded whh a greater Nomber^ oolp 18,000 Men maft ftill 
hnve made Head againft them 1 and I dare fay, it eoold have 
been no difficult Thing for the Government to have relfed Re- 
emits as many as they eoold have Occafion for. 

* Bat, my Lords, 1 cannot for my Life conceive what flionid 
tempt FnuKi to invade yon ; ihe has at the Head of her Coon* 
ctis a MInider who knows how to make Pieace, and how to 
make War, and boeh equally to the Hon6ar of his Couotrv. 
If that Minifter, my Lords» entertains any Defignt to tnn 
Prejudice of this Nation, he will never invade as while he haft 
us in the very Situation he eoold wifhfor. We are now pay- 
ing great Fleets, great Armies, my Lords 1 we have been 
paying them for fome Years paft, and all to no Purpofe. Thia 
plays the Game of Franee^ if (he has a Defi^n to break with 
you, more efiedoally than any Invafon can do, while the 
Nation reaps no Advanuge from the vaft Expenccflie is at. 
My Lords, I am afraid we are now fullering more, than if 
(be were adoally at War with us : We, from Year to Year, 
keep op ufekfs Armaments by Sea and Land, which muft 
ruin our Finances ; and Finances, my Lords, are the Blood 
and Sinews of War. 

' The noble Dukecook Notice, thatonr agreeingtothisRefo* 
lution looked like pafling a Cenfure upon what we had already 
congratulated his Majefty for. No, my Lords, I fee no Rea- 
{on for viewing it in that Light. It is very poffible, that thia 
Houfe may approve of one Step, and difiipprove of the rcft» 
and I believe there are many Precedents of it. The noble 
Pake likewife faid, that the infiimous Libels which are daily 
publilhed againft the Government, are a proper Confideration 
for this Hoofe, when we are upon the State of the Nacioo. 
My Lords, 1 have Occafion to fee a good many Papers wrote 
opon public Affairs upon both Sides of the Qucftion. My 
Opinion of them, my Lords, is, chat on one Side they are 
weak, icurrilous, void of Reafoning, and never can be ac* 
cufed of Wit: On the other Side, they are wrote with at leaft 
a Shew of Reafoning and Argument,and with a reprd to good 
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Au» 14 G€0.'5eAr« and good Manners. And, my Loris, it U notorious, 
IL i74o» that in tlie Papers of the former, fome of the greatcft Cha- 

V^y^rSm/ nders in the Nation have been attacked and blaclcencd : So 
that an Enquiry of that kind wonld, I believe^ come out no 
* way in favour of thofe who write lor the Adminiftration. 

. < Upon the whole, my Lords, I don't fee the leaft Incon- 
veniency that can attend yoor Lordfliips agreeing to the Re(b- 
)ution : To me it contains nothing but a plain demonftrable 
FwBL ; and all the Arguments i have heard againft it have 
rather confirmed me in fiivonr of it. I fee no Reafon why 
your Lordfliips ihould be In any pain about agreeing to a 
Thing that can affed but a very few, and may occafion the 
fatore Management of this War to be put upon a more fore 
and advantageous Footing for this Nation than it has hitherto 
been. I am perfuaded, my Lords, that if the Thing that is 
cenfured in this Refolution had been properly provided againil^ 
we fhoold have by this Time brought our Enemies very low» 
and have either obliged thofe who are neuter to be our very 
(ood Frteods, or to declare themfelves in fuch a manper as 
might put us upon our Guard, and let us know what we are 
to exped. My Lords, I a(k your LordQiips Faidon ibr hav- 
kg troubled you thus long, but I thought the Imporuoce of 
the Occafion required it. I (hall conclude with declaring^ 
that I am for agreeing to the Modon.' ' 

, U was neverthelefs carried in the Negative. 
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ERRATA, 



Vol. L 'DAG B ^4, read Hutton, 221, Serous. 247. for 
X^ Houfi read T^broMi. 332, in the Side Notes, read 
Mit/ing, 351, Declint. 554, read Otigbi mt to In 



Vol. IL Page 21, in the Notes, read Sujpenjson. 125, for 
Negati^ve, read Jffirmati'vi. 430, 1. 23, after the 
Word Molefiation, read 7ht Dijfenters an fnfar ftonx 
enjoying the like Toleration^ that, &c. 

Vol. V. Page 92, for Harringtcn, read Hinton. 
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